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Greetings Brethren, Companions, and Sir Knights, 
 

The Traveling Man or Men in this case. 
 

The last few months I have traveled from North to Putnam Chapter Number 123 in Unionville, Missouri; 
South to Arkansasô Grand York Rite Session in Little Rock; East to St. Charles-Missouri Chapter Number 1; 
and West to Orient Chapter Number 102, in Kansas City, Missouri. As my travel have covered more than the 

four point of the state. It is like the compass or better yet the points in a Chapter. As I reflect on my travels, it 
brings to mind those journeys we went through in the earliest part in our Masonic journey. This also brings our 
attention to four of the highlights in Masonic history. 

 

Many things have contributed to this history, which usually begins with an event, that event creates a 

memory, and that memory becomes a story. So, sit back and let me regale you with my story. 
 

North- It was a nice evening in Unionville, Missouri, as I met with fellow Companions of every age, time of 

service, and ranks within our fraternity. As I watched some of the newest members of our craft fulfilling their 
positions, while our elders lent their wisdom and support to the young. Helping to bring their Chapter back to 
the glories of yesteryears. 
 

South- Seven companions from across Missouri came together in Little Rock, Arkansas, to visit their Grand 

York Rite Session. The warmth in which they provide us was found to be very friendly and hospitable. As the 

impending storms finally passed and a quick phone call home revealed that everyone safe and sound, which 

made an easier journey home.  
 

Now for the historical part of our trip. During our travels, we stopped at the York Rite time capsule in 

Branson, Missouri. You will see those pictures further into this issue. A quick inspection of the time capsuleôs 
condition will appear in the proceedings of our 2025 session. This time capsule/monument stands at Conoco 
432, Route 248 in Branson, Missouri. This site was dedicated on Friday, May 14,1999, by members of the 
Grand Masonic Bodies of Missouri, to be opened in the year 2099 for the benefit of the craft. The time capsule 

was sealed and deposited beneath this site on Saturday, May 13, 2000, and contains historic memorabilia 
pertinent to our Masonic Fraternity. 
 

East- It was a cloud evening here at St Charles-Missouri Chapter Number 1, Royal Arch Masons. This 

Chapter carries a historic 200 plus year tradition as being the oldest Royal Arch Chapter west of the 

Mississippi River, and it is documented as being the oldest continuous meeting Masonic body as well. This 

was a wonderful event, hosted by a new group of line officers who were very gracious to us all. 

Congratulations to you all, and I my best wishes to a very successful year. 
 

West- As I pulled up to 903 Harrison Street in Kansas City, it was obvious to me on how successful the day 
would be. This was the gathering point for our final Grand Masters Templar Crusade for 2025. In this class 

would be 17 Companions who would soon become newly made Sir Knights. Additionally, our Grand Master, 
Most Worshipful Brother Kevin Fuller, would be completing his journey into the York Rite. Congratulations 
to everyone involved and welcome to this great group of individuals. 
 

These are just four examples of places that hopefully have made an impact on our history, so that one day 
a more elaborate story may grow from it. These locations are about as far as you can get in Missouri, but not 
to overlook the many places that I have been to and welcomed at, they too carry some very special story of 

their own for those who enter within. 

A Message from the Grand High Priest 
 

MEC Michael L. Dodd 
 

Grand High Priest  

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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 Thank you all so much for allowing me to represent you in Missouri Royal Arch Masonry this year. You 

all have made this a special year with great memories. 
 

¶ Luke 13:29 And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and from the north and from the south, 

and shall sit down in the kingdom of God. 
 

¶ Genesis 28:14 And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and 

to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth 

be blessed. 
 

¶ Proverbs 16:9 A manôs heart plans his way; But the Lord directs his steps. Always let us remember as 

scripture shows above, we are walking the paths and learning from what has been prepared for us many 

years ago by our God the one who loves each one of us. 
 

 Please take time to PRAY, STUDY, MENTOR, and SERVE, because WE ARE ALL IN THIS 

TOGETHER, and always remember that when you look into a mirror say, IF IT IS TO BE IT IS UP TO 

ME. 
 

 Remember to think of ways to get earbuds and microphones into your local grade schools. So, that one day 

a child may hear the lessons taught by their teacher and know that you were a part of supplying a smile to 

someone who was allowed the opportunity to hear and learn with their fellow classmates. 
 

Yours in Freemasonry, 
 

MEC Michael Dodd 

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://form.jotform.com/212824308746155
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Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Matthew D. Ruth  

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

 As I write this, I am currently attending the Grand Council of Indiana. It's amazing to see how much we 

share in common, yet some parts are different. Which brings me to the subject of traditions. 
 

 Traditions often carry deep moral and ethical lessons. Through repeated actions and shared stories, they 

teach respect, gratitude, generosity, and resilience. For example, traditional ceremonies may emphasize the 

importance of family, hard work, or compassion. These values become part of a personôs identity, passed 

down quietly but powerfully through generations. 
 

 In times of uncertainty or change, traditions offer comfort and stability. They remind us of who we are and 

where we come from. Celebrating traditions during difficult times can be grounding, bringing a sense of 

normalcy and hope. They help us mark time, celebrate milestones, and cope with loss or change in meaningful 

ways.  Traditions strengthen social bonds. When people gather for shared rituals ð whether itôs lighting 

candles during a festival, sharing a holiday meal, or attending a coming-of-age ceremony ð they experience a 

sense of unity and belonging. These shared moments build stronger communities and create lifelong 

memories. 
 

 Eventually each of us comes to a point where we must ask ourselves, are these Traditions worth saving? 

And what role do each of us play in the process of Preserving those Traditions? Masonic preservation is all 

about maintaining the heritage, traditions, artifacts, rituals, and historical records of Freemasonry for future 

generations. Since Freemasonry is centuries old, preservation is a major focus for many Grand Lodges, Grand 

Chapters, Grand Councils, Grand Commanderies, and affiliated organizations. So how can each of us do our 

part in preserving the traditions we hold so dear? First, we must educate ourselves on what the Traditions are, 

then we can begin teaching others. And the best methods to teach are often unspoken ones, they are the habits 

we establish day after day even when we feel nobody is watching.  
 

 This is the True lesson of a Royal Master, and the example we are instructed to follow by the Master 

Artisan. 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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Message from the Grand Commander 
 

SK Bobbie E. White  

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

Time is flying by my friends. We have had an extremely busy month this March, as well as the first half of 

April. There was an excellent Grand Masterôs Cryptic Day with a really good turnout and some excellent ritual 

work. Unfortunately, this was followed by a very sad day when our Fraternity lost a very good friend, mentor, 

and leader in RESK Charles Cooper Past Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Missouri. Charlie 

was a mainstay of the Kirksville Mafia and a leader among its appendant bodies. He will be sorely missed. 

However, that was followed by a spectacular Grand Masterôs Templar Crusade Grand Masterôs Class where 

we received 18 new Sir Knights including our Grand Master MWB Kevin Fuller. I am very proud of the Sir 

Knights who stepped up and made this happen, Excellent Job Gentlemen.  
 

I just had the privilege of attending the Region Two Table Commandery hosted by Liberty Commandery 

Number 6, where I was the guest of Honor, which was a wonderful affair with good food, Great Fellowship, 

and it garnered a very nice donation to our Cause of the Coyote Hills Foster Ministry. 
 

Please remember that we still have our Drill Competition coming up on Saturday, April 19th, in Columbia, 

and I hope to see you all there. If your Commandry is not participating, please join us as a spectator. Matt, 

Mike, and I will be representing the York Rite Bodies at the upcoming Court of the Grand Amaranth, and then 

the most important event of the month, Easter Sunday. I hope you will find time amongst all your family activ-

ities to attend an Easter service. Hopefully it may be a Commandery Easter Service (I know our Grand Prelate 

Richard Riepe will be leading his normal wonderful Service in Peculiar, and Kirksville will have an excellent 

service as well) and show your gratitude for the Resurrection and Ascension of our Savior as no one has sacri-

ficed himself as he did for all people. Although some of our military and public servants have come close. 
 

My main theme this year is ñBlessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of Godò 

from Matthew 5:9. We need to remember where we came from and our mission to keep the peace for pilgrims 

traveling to the Holy Land. Today we need to keep the peace in our meetings and our lives, remembering that 

arguments get us nowhere, but good discussions can be fruitful. 
 

Lastly the sale of my coins will be used to support the Coyote Hills Foster Care Ministries. We took an 

oath to defend the helpless orphans so that is my goal this year. I was in Law Enforcement for 43 years and one 

of the hardest things we had to do was send children to foster care, especially with large families as they were 

split up and sometimes would never see each other again. Coyote Hills doesnôt do that and takes in families of 

all sizes so please join me in supporting this great cause. 
 

Please remember the words of my good friend Mike Dodd ñWe are all in this togetherò so letôs strive to see 

who can best work and who can best agree. 
 

Please feel free to contact me or one of my aides if you have questions, ideas or an invitation. I look for-

ward to greeting you whenever I can. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Bobbie White 

Grand Commander 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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Greetings Sir Knights!  
 

 Spring is here and Easter is on the way. When we 

stop long enough to think, what reminds us of the 

true meaning of Easter? Or do we give it any thought 

at all!? 

 My favorite Easter story I discovered many years 

ago in a Leadership magazine. 
 

 Down's Syndrome Boy Teaches His Class About 

Easter. 
 

 Little Philip, born with Down's syndrome, 

attended a third-grade Sunday School class with 

several eight-year-old boys and girls. Typical of that 

age, the children did not readily accept Philip with 

his differences. But because of a creative teacher, 

they began to care about Philip and accept him as 

part of the group, though not fully. 
 

 The Sunday after Easter the teacher brought 

L'eggs pantyhose containers, the kind that look like 

large eggs. Each receiving one, the children were 

told to go outside on that lovely spring day, find 

some symbol for new life, and put it in the egg-like 

container. 
 

 Back in the classroom, they would share their 

new-life symbols, opening the containers one by one 

in surprise fashion. After running about the church 

property in wild confusion, the students returned to 

the classroom and placed the containers on the table. 
 

 Surrounded by the children, the teacher began to 

open them one by one. After each one, whether a 

flower, butterfly, or leaf, the class would ooh and 

ahh. 
 

 Then one was opened, revealing nothing inside. 

The children exclaimed, ñThat's stupid. That's not 

fair. Somebody didn't do their assignment." 
 

Philip spoke up, "That's mine." 
 

 "Philip, you don't ever do things right!" the 

student retorted. "There's nothing there!" 

 "I did so do it, " Philip insisted. "I did do it. It's 

empty, because the tomb was empty!" 
 

 Silence followed. From then on Philip became a 

full member of the class. He died not long afterward 

from an infection most normal children would have 

shrugged off. 
 

 At the funeral this class of eight-year-olds 

marched up to the altar not with flowers, but with 

their Sunday school teacher, each to lay on the altar 

an empty pantyhose egg. 
 

 Easter is not about what we have done! It is all 

about an empty tomb. Jesus did everything He said 

He would. I can follow a man like that! 

Easter 
Assembled: Sir Knight Richard A. Riepe 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of Missouri  

https://www.christianbiblereference.org/story_Easter.htm
https://www.christianbiblereference.org/story_Easter.htm
https://www.christianbiblereference.org/story_Easter.htm
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 In the spring of 1842 a group of companions 

residing in and around Liberty, Missouri, being far 

away from a chapter of Royal Arch Masons and 

desiring the benefits and pleasures inherent in that 

branch of Free-Masonry, petitioned the General 

Grand Chapter of the United States of America for a 

charter for a chapter at Liberty, to be known as 

Liberty Chapter. At that time there were only two 

chapters in Missouri - Missouri Chapter No. 1 at St. 

Louis and Palmyra Chapter No. 2 at Palmyra. On the 

recommendation of Missouri Chapter No. 1, the 

Deputy General Grand High Priest of the General 

Grand Chapter of the United States of America 

granted the petition for a chapter under dispensation 

on April 18, 1842, to the following signers: Alvin 

Lightburne, Henry C. Malone, F. A. H. Garlich, John 

Hays, John Halbert, John Wilson, D. D. Hockaday, 

D. A. Sutton, J. J. Burtis, Benedict Thomas, and 

William Duncan. 
 

 The Liberty chapter worked under this 

dispensation until September 13, 1844, when a 

charter was issued by the General Grand Chapter. 

Liberty Chapter operated under this charter until the 

formation of the Grand Chapter of Missouri in 1846. 

The chapter was represented at the formation of the 

Grand Chapter and was granted a charter in lieu of 

the one under which it had been operating. This 

charter from the Missouri Grand Chapter was dated 

October 16, 1847. The local chapter was designated 

Liberty Chapter No. 3, and as such it is now 

rounding out one hundred and eighteen years of 

continuous and honorable life. 
 

 The first meeting of the new chapter was held in 

Liberty, Mo., May 23, 1842, and the following is a 

copy of the minutes of that meeting: 
 

"At the first convocation of Liberty Chapter R. A. M. 

held at the Masonic Hall on Monday evening the 

23rd day of May, A. L. 5842, A.D. 1842, there were 

present: 
 

Most Excellent H. C. Maloneééé...H. P. pro tem 

F. Garlichééééééééééé...King pro tem 

Benedict Thomasé.éééééééScribe pro tem 

J. J. Burtiséééééé..ééé....C. of H. pro tem 

Jno. Hoysééééééééé.éé...P. S. pro tem 

A. Dowdenéééééééé...é.R. A. C. pro tem 

W. W. Leverettéééééééé.M. of V. pro tem 

Jno. Wilsonééééé....éSecôy & Treas. Pro tem 

J. C. Masonéééééééé..éééé.é.Guard 
 

 When a chapter of Royal Arch Masons was 

opened in due form. 
 

 ñUpon motion, companions F. Garlich, John 

Hays, and J. J. Burtis were appointed a committee 

upon the several petitions of J. M. Hughes, H. 

Coleman, J. P. Frost, P. N. Edwards, John Hendley 

and J. D. Skaggs, who reported favorably. 
 

 ñJ. M. Hughes, H. Coleman, J. P. Frost and P. N. 

Edwards were separately balloted for and duly 

recorded, and the petitions of J. D. Skaggs and Jno. 

Henley were indefinitely postponed. (Both of these 

brethren were received later.) 
 

 "The chapter was dispensed with and a lodge of 

Mark Master Masons resumed and the degree of M. 

M. M. was severally conferred on J. M. Hughes, J. P. 

Frost, and P. N. Edwards in due form. When the 

M.M. M. lodge was suspended and the Past Master 

Mason lodge resumed the degree of Past Master 

Mason was conferred upon J. P. Frost and P. N 

Edwards in due form. When the lodge was adjourned 

until 8 o'clock tomorrow." 
 

 The chapter conducted its business under the by-

laws of the Missouri Chapter No. 1 until Sept. 13, 

1842, at which time 1t adopted a code of its own. 
 

 The first election of officers was held in 

December, 1842, and resulted in the selection of 

Alvin Lightburne, High Priest; H. C. Malone, King; 

F. A. H. Garlich, Scribe; J. P. Frost, C. of H.; D. S. 

Skaggs, P. S.; J. D. Skaggs, R. A. C.; J. M. Hughes, 

M. of Vs.; P. N. Edwards, Sec'y.; H. Coleman, Treas. 
 

 Since those early convocations the chapter has 

met regularly and continuously except from Dec. 13, 

History of Liberty Chapter Number 3 

Royal Arch Masons 
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1861, to Jan. 3, 1863, when the confusion and strife 

incident to the Civil War caused a suspension of 

activities for one year. 
 

 Because there were few chapters in this part of 

the state prior to 1860, the jurisdiction of Liberty 

Chapter No. 3 was quite extensive, but the first 

mention of the exaltation of members of blue lodges 

other than Liberty Lodge No. 31 is June 4, 1864, 

when four members of Rising Sun Lodge No. 13 

were received and exalted. 
 

 Time and space permit mention of only a few 

items of particular interest. 
 

 In 1849 Companion Alvin Lighthurne served a 

year as Grand King of the Missouri Grand Chapter, 

and, as always, he served with distinction. For fifty 

years he served his fraternity and his community, 

and his name is high on the roll of honor of Clay 

County. 
 

 In 1903 Companion Francis H. Trimble was 

elected Grand Master of the 3rd Veil and 

progressed, year by year until 1910, when he was 

elected Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of 

Missouri. The Liberty chapter recognized this signal 

honor by giving a reception for Companion Trimble, 

to which all Master Masons in the county and their 

wives were invited. 
 

 In 1910 Companion W. F. Gordon was made a 

life member and, as such, was exempt from payment 

of dues. He was the first to receive this distinction 

and while there are now several names on the Honor 

Roll, this privilege has been very sparingly 

bestowed. 
 

 During World War I the chapter bought Liberty 

Bonds liberally and was a frequent contributor to 

various relief agencies. 
 

 The two years immediately following the war 

were probably the most prosperous in the history of 

the chapter from the standpoint of new members. In 

that period 80 companions were exalted to the 

sublime degree of the Royal Arch, which would 

seem pretty good work for a chapter whose 

Symbolic Lodge numbered only 200. 
 

 In 1921 the newly elected officers, believing it 

would be wise to advance the officers from year to 

year, resigned in a body and the chapter obtained a 

dispensation and another election was held. This 

policy of regular advancement has been in force 

since that date and the results have amply justified 

the change. 
 

 In 1921 the chapter undertook the sponsoring 

and support of a chapter of the Order of DeMolay. 

This chapter flourished for a while, but, after about 

ten years, declining interest on the part of the boys 

and the members of Liberty Chapter No. 3, led to the 

surrender of the charter. 
 

 May 20, 1929, the chapter voted to put 

$3,500.00 of its funds into the Liberty Masonic 

Building Association, a corporation formed by blue 

lodge, chapter and commandery for holding and 

investing their funds, looking forward to building a 

Masonic Temple in Liberty.. 
 

On May 13, 1942 Liberty Chapter No. 3 celebrated 

their 100th anniversary with the following program. 
 

CENTENNIAL PROGRAM 

LIBERTY CHAPTER NO. 3 

ROYAL ARCH MASONS 
 

May 13, 1942 
 

Dinneréééééééééééééé.....6:45 P.M. 

Programéééééééééééééé..8:00 P.M. 

America 

Invocationéé.é..éééééé.Rev. Baxter Waters 

Solo, ñVoices of Springòééééééééé.Spross 

Mrs. E. L. Black 

Words of Welcomeééééééé.Alfred V. Cruzan 

High Priest, Liberty Chapter No. 3 

Fraternal Greetings 

Introduction of Visitorsé.éé.é..George C. Marquis 

Grand Lecturer 

History of Liberty Chapter No. 3 ................ A. M. Tutt 

Read by Tom Wornall 

Greetings from Grand Chapteréé... Oliver P. Cuddy 

Grand High Priest 

Greetings from Grand Council,ééé..Paul V. Byrum 

Grand Master 

Greetings from Grd. Commanderyé..Morris E. Ewing 

Grand Commander 

Greetings from G. Grand Chapter........... Ray  Denslow 

General Grand Scribe 

Address "Masonry and Democracy" Harris Johnston 

Grand Master, Grand Lodge 
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 Liberty Chapter No. 3 suffered a great loss on 

February 6, 1955 when the Masonic Temple was 

destroyed hy fire. Fortunately their Charter and other 

records of antiquity were stored and were not 

destroyed. During the rebuilding of the Temple the 

Convocations were held in the IOOF hall in Liberty. 

The Chapter started holding meetings in the new 

Temple in March 1956. 
 

 ln 1960 John J. Bowman was awarded the 

Distinguished Medal of Honor by the General Grand 

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons.  
 

 Companions William P. Mathews, 1934-55, 

Claude O. Long, 1956Ŀ57Ŀ58, and Ernest E. Craig, 

1963-64, served as District Deputy High Priests for 

the Grand Chapter of Missouri. 
 

From the Editor: The above information was taken 

from a historical document. Your Editor and staff 

has attempted to keep it to its original form. So, if 

you see spelling errors, grammatical errors, or if it 

just doesnôt look pretty, that is because your staff 

has attempted to keep it at its purist form.  
 

 We would like to thank V.:.E.:.C.:. Donald  

Gilkerson, Grand Principal Sojourner, of the Grand 

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, for sharing this 

article with us.  

 Additionally, we would like to congratulate 

Liberty Chapter Number 3, on their upcoming 183rd 

Anniversary that will occur on Friday, May the 23rd.  

https://nymasoniclibrary.org/a-quest-to-save-the-new-york-royal-arch-masons-chapter-pennies/
https://themasterscraft.net/
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Brethren,  
 

 You are invited to attend the reception honoring 

MWB Kevin Fuller, Grand Master of AF & AM of the 

Grand Lodge of the State of Missouri. This event will 

occur on the evening of April 26th at Rose Hill 

Temple, 11122 Olive Blvd, Saint Louis. The doors 

will be open at 5 pm, with a catered dinner at 6 pm; 

followed by the Reception in the Lodge Hall. The 

event is open to Masons and non-Masons.  
 

 There is no cost to attend but seating is limited and 

registration is required. To attend, simply register 

at: GM2025.eventbrite.com. 
 

 If you have any question about this event, please 

contact the Grand Secretary via phone or email.  
 

MWB Ty G Treutelaar, PGM 

Grand Secretary 

Grand Lodge of Missouri, AF&AM 

314-401-3978 

tgt@momason.org 

 Most Worshipful Brother Fuller was born in 

Sturgis, Michigan, and moved to Missouri in 1991. He 

currently lives in Leeôs Summit with his wife of 23 

years, Joy, and two daughters, Hannah (18) and 

Gretchen (16). As a vocation, MWB Fuller assists 

corporations and nonprofits to design and build cyber 

security programs to protect customer data and 

corporate intellectual property and ensure business 

continuity. 

 

 Initiated, passed, and raised in Saint Louis 

Missouri Lodge No. 1, MWB Fuller served his Home 

Lodge as Worshipful Master from 2010-2011 and is a 

multiple member of Summit Lodge No. 263, where he 

is an active member. He served as Junior Grand 

Marshal from 2014-2015 before being appointed to 

the Advancing Grand Line by MWB Richard L. Smith 

in May 2015. 
 

 Since joining the Advancing Line, MWB Fuller 

has served on the Masonic Home of Missouri Board of 

Directors, including serving as Board President in 

2023-2024. He has served on many Grand Lodge 

committees and boards, including Scholarship Fund, 

Scholarship Selection, Samuel Smith Stewart, 

Missouri Masonic Childrenôs Foundation, Office 

Oversight, George Washington Masonic National 

Memorial, Investment, Long Range Planning, 

Masonic Publications, and Relief & Charity. He 

served as the Chairman of the Special Committee on 

Achievement Awards from 2013-2016, Chairman of 

the Special Committee on Technology from 2014-

2017, and was a member of the Special Committee on 

Mentoring from 2011-2012. MWB Fuller also 

frequently serves as a moderator for the Grand 

Masterôs Chance to Advance classes around the state 

and served as a member of the St. Louis Grand 

Masterôs Consecration Breakfast Committee from 

2013-2021. 
 

 MWB Fuller is an active supporter of Missouri 

appendant bodies, including the Scottish Rite ð 

Valley of Kansas City, Royal Arch ð Wyoming 

Chapter No. 43, Allied Masonic Degrees ð Santa Fe 

Council No. 417, Ararat Shrine. 

At the 2024 conference, MWB Fuller was named to 

the Planning Committee for the Conference of Grand 

Masters of North America 2025 conference to be held 

in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. 

mailto:tgt@momason.org
https://momason.org/
https://momason.org/officers/living-past-grand-masters/
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"If civilization is to survive, we must cultivate the 

science of human relationships - the ability of all 

peoples, of all kinds, to live together, in the same 

world at peace." ï President Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt 
 

 When Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected 

president of the United States of America in 1932, 

the country faced unprecedented economic, 

diplomatic, and social challenges. That he was 

elected four times ï the longest tenure of any 

president before or after ï at this most turbulent time 

in American history speaks to his unparalleled 

leadership skills, unwavering compassion for all 

humanity, and keen political mind. 
 

 Franklin Delano Roosevelt (FDR) was born on 

January 30, 1882, in Hyde Park, New York to 

parents James Roosevelt I, a businessman and 

politician, and his second wife, Sara Ann Delano. 

Franklin's parents were both raised in affluent 

families, and his half-brother James came from his 

father's first marriage. 
 

 James was a prominent Democrat and even took 

young Franklin to meet President Grover Cleveland. 

It is said that Cleveland said to him: "My little man, I 

am making a strange wish for you. It is that you may 

never be President of the United States." 
 

 As a young boy, FDR was primarily 

homeschooled by his parents who taught him to 

speak German and French. The family regularly 

traveled to Europe, and when Franklin was nine, he 

received some schooling in Germany. For high 

school, he attended the Groton School in 

Massachusetts. After graduating in 1900, he went to 

Harvard University for his bachelor's degree and 

then to New York's Columbia University, where he 

studied law. It was during his law school years that 

Roosevelt's father passed away, greatly impacting 

the young man. 

 After his fifth cousin, Theodore Roosevelt, 

became President of the United States Franklin 

immediately gravitated towards Teddy's style of 

leadership. On March 17, 1905, Roosevelt married 

his long-time friend and sweetheart, Eleanor, and the 

two would stay together for the remainder of his life. 
 

 In 1907, Roosevelt passed the New York Bar 

Examination and began working for the prestigious 

Carter Ledyard & Milburn law firm. This was the 

beginning of what would become a long and storied 

career in the world of law and politics. 
 

 After several years working at the law firm, 

Roosevelt heeded the call of public service. Not yet 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Governor, President, & Freemason 
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30 in 1910, Roosevelt ran as a Democrat for a seat in 

the New York Senate. Even though his district 

traditionally skewed Republican, he won the seat. 
 

 FDRôs political platform was informed by 

President Theodor Roosevelt's progressive politics 

and Eleanor's charitable endeavors supporting the 

poor in New York City. He ardently believed those 

most in need of relief should be helped and that the 

government should be willing to provide that aid. 

 The more involved Brother Roosevelt became in 

Freemasonry, the deeper into the Craft he sought to 

journey. His other notable Masonic 

accomplishments included: 
 

 Serving with the Greenwood Forest, Tall Cedars 

of Lebanon in Warwick, New York. Becoming a 

Prophet at Sight in Tri-Po-Bed Grotto, MOVPER 

(Mystic Order Veiled Prophets of the Enchanted 

Realm) of Poughkeepsie, New York. Receiving 

honorary membership of several Masonic lodges, 

including Architect Lodge, No. 519, New York. 

Honorary Grand Master of Georgia, Honorary 

Grand Master of the Order of DeMolay. 

 

 Brother Roosevelt even had the honor of 

initiating his sons, Franklin, Jr., and James, into the 

fraternity at Architect Lodge, No. 519, on November 

7, 1935. After the ceremony, he said, "To me, the 

ceremonies of Freemasonry in this state of ours, 

especially these later ones that I have taken part in, 

always make me wish that more Americans, in every 

part of our land, could become connected with our 

fraternity." 
 

 In 1923, Roosevelt endorsed Woodrow Wilson 

in his bid for the Democratic presidential 

nomination. In exchange for his support, Wilson 

named Roosevelt the assistant secretary of the 

United States Navy. In 1921, Franklin contracted 

poliomyelitis which nearly paralyzed him and 

threatened to derail his entire career. His body was 

permanently weakened by the illness, and his mother  

Young Franklin and Elenor Roosevelt 
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thought it was time for him to retire from public life. 

Franklin and Eleanor, however, rightly believed he 

should continue to serve. Roosevelt recovered and 

won the race for Governor of New York in 1928. 
 

 During his first term, Governor Roosevelt was 

dedicated to helping the average working man in 

New York. He instituted tax relief programs for 

farmers and lowered the cost of public utilities, 

policies that were so popular he easily won a second 

term in 1930. Not only were his policies effective, 

but they were so widely embraced that Roosevelt 

was emboldened in his left-wing position. The Great 

Depression devastated the nation, and Roosevelt 

boldly used the state government to support its 

citizens. In 1931, he worked with the state congress 

to create the Temporary Emergency Relief 

Administration, which provided unemployment 

assistance to state residents. 
 

 During the early 1930s, no politician in the 

country was more widely respected by the average 

voter than FDR. New Yorkers loved his aggressive 

approach to tackling economic issues, and, by 1932, 

he was destined to receive the Democratic 

presidential nomination. While not everyone in his 

party was comfortable with how left-leaning his 

politics were, he was unwavering in his convictions. 
 

 When it came time to face President Herbert 

Hoover in the general election, the specter of the 

Great Depression loomed large. Roosevelt won the 

presidency with ease, virtually eliminating the 

Republican party from national politics. 

 When FDR became president, more than 13 

million people were unemployed, and industries, 

from finance to farming, were suffering 

dramatically. The new president took his ambitious 

economic policies and set to work on developing 

social and economic programs meant to put people 

back to work and relieve sectors of the economy 

devastated by the Great Depression. 
 

 He gave more power to labor unions, established 

Social Security, increased taxes on the wealthiest 

Americans, instituted massive work relief programs, 

and much more. Corporations may not have loved 

these policies, but the people did. President 

Roosevelt won his second term easily in 1936 amidst 

the growing threat of war in Europe and Asia. 
 

 Despite his best efforts to maintain neutrality at 

the onset of World War II, Roosevelt recognized the 

need to provide aid to its closest ally: Great Britain. 

Ultimately, following the attack by Japan on Pearl 

Harbor on December 7, 1941, FDR was left with 

little choice but to join the largest war in human 

history. 

 He mobilized the United States military and 

devoted the country's industrial infrastructure to 

creating resources for the war effort. He famously 

met with fellow Freemason Prime Minister Winston 

Churchill to form the Atlantic Charter, which 

proposed the "Four Freedoms" that should be 

guaranteed in the post-war world: freedom of speech 

and expression, freedom of religion, freedom from 

want, and freedom from fear. 
 

 Roosevelt was unwavering in his commitment to 

diplomacy even as global tensions reached a fever 

pitch. He took the precarious but necessary step of 

establishing a positive relationship between the 

United States and Russia. Making an ally of the 

world's largest nation was essential in defeating the 

Nazis in World War II. 

December 7, 1941 Bombing of Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, WWII 
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