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Greetings, Companions! 
 

 March has come and gone, and April is already half-over. Time truly does fly when youôre having fun! 
And Iôm still having so much fun serving the Grand Chapter this year! Official visits are nearly completed, 
and while I wonôt be able to attend every Chapter in the state this year, Iôve enjoyed visiting the Companions 
and getting to talk with you more about your experiences in the York Rite, what brought you to your 
Chapters, and what keeps you coming back. 
 

 I wanted to take a quick moment to share some thoughts with you on Masonic leadership. Iôve discussed 
this with some of the Chapters Iôve visited, but I think itôs important to share with each of you. To me, thereôs 
no one definition of what a Masonic leader looks like. Sure, he might be someone in a suit with a gold collar 
and an apron with fringe, but he might also be one of the Faithful Few, those quiet workers who the High 
Priest can always count on to be there and get something done; he might be a long-time member whoôs been 
away for a while but is making his way back into active membership; maybe heôs the member with a young 
family, so canôt make every meeting but is always available for a committee meeting by Zoom. Or perhaps 
heôs a new member who approaches you about helping him learn a new ritual part that meant something to 
him when he received the degrees. Each of these men is a Masonic leader, and our Lodges, Chapters, 
Councils, and Commanderies canôt exist without all of them. If you are reading this, you are a Masonic leader 
in some context, and I want to take a moment to say to each of you, thank you for what you do for the York 
Rite. 
 

 Time marches on, and my term as Grand High Priest is drawing to a close. Iôm looking forward to visiting 
the Grand Chapter of Oklahoma later this month, completing my last official visit, and preparing to visit our 
youth groups next month. I hope each of you has enjoyed this year as much as I have. 
 

Take care of yourselves and each other and continue to BE EXCELLENT TO EACH OTHER. 
 

Fraternally, 
 
Kevin M. Ritter 
Grand High Priest 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/


 п 

 

Greeting Companions, 
 

 What an exciting month it has been. I am still feeling the excitement that comes from our Grand Masterôs 

Cryptic Day. On that day, we brought sixteen new Royal and Select Masters into our fraternity. I am so 

thankful and blessed to have been in the company of so many of you dedicated Companions who had worked 

so hard to make this event such a success. I am additionally thankful to Centralia Council Number 34, for 

sponsoring this event for a second year in a row.  
 

 As the Grand Session grows nearer and my time in office grows shorter,  I have been reflecting on the 

events of the passing year. I am amazed by the dedication of all the Companions that I have met  across this 

great State. You are the backbone of our great fraternity and I appreciate your dedication to our craft.  
 

 In my continuing travels, I have visited several of the Grand Sessions of our South-Central Region. In 

those journeys, I have observed their proceedings and enjoyed their companionship. However, those travels 

have imparted on me how very proud I am that you all carry such a very high standard of conducting in your 

Councils and in our Grand Session here in Missouri. Our ritual is beyond reproach. 
 

 Companions, this will be my last report to you in the Beacon Magazine. Next month, the Deputy Master 

will address you all in this collum. The future of the Councils in Missouri are looking bright. In the future you 

will be led by some of the best leaders our state can provide. Over the past seven years, I have seen the Grand 

Council appoint the brightest and most effective leaders I have ever seen. When I come out of office, you will 

not be left in good hands, but in great hands. Thank you all for your support and dedication to our craft. It is a 

tribute to you all that Missouri Cryptic Masonry has grown and continues to grow into the best that 

Freemasonry has to offer.  
 

 I now leave you with Philippians 4 vs 13, ñI can do all things through Christ who strengthens meò. Paul 

wrote this while in prison, emphasizing that he learned to be content in all circumstancesðwhether having 

plenty or being in need. The "all things" refers to enduring hardships, trials, and living according to Godôs 

will, rather than achieving selfish ambitions or tasks. Additional, the verse implies that strength is not personal 

but provided by Christ. And it is a reminder that Christ is with believers in difficult situations, offering 

strength, peace, and perseverance. 

 

Fraternally, 
 

M.I.C Dennis W. Houck 

Grand Master of Cryptic Masons  

State of Missouri 
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Sir Knights,  
 

 This is my first communication since succeeding to the role of Grand Commander. It is truly humbling, 

and I vow to serve you and the Commandery to the best of my ability for however long I am afforded this 

opportunity. 
 

 I want to thank SK Skiles for letting me be by his side during his Grand Commandery journey. We 

entered the line the same day and have had plenty of fun and memorable moments over the years. He and 

Claudette have always been welcoming and gracious towards me and Maureen. Words canôt express how 

much we appreciate all the time he and his Lady have given not just to the Commandery, but the York Rite 

and Freemasonry as a whole. Ron has served our Fraternity for over 50 years, and I want to extend a heartfelt 

thanks to the sacrifices he and his family has made. 
 

 There will be time later to discuss visions, plans, meetings, and all the work we have ahead of us. But 

right now, all I ask is for you to keep Ron, Claudette, and their family in your thoughts and prayers. 
 

Fraternally Yours, 
 

Terry Coppotelli 

Grand Commander 
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On a beautiful Palm Sunday, March 29th, Ascalon 
Commandery No.16 and Ivanhoe No. 8, held its 
Easter Vigil at the St. Charles Masonic Temple. A 
wonder service was held followed by light 
refreshments.  
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Grand Commandery Drill Competition  
Columbia 

 

 Below are some of the drill teams from the 
Grand Commandery Drill Competition held on 
Saturday, March 21, 2026, in Columbia, Missouri.  

 

 Ely Commandery Number 22, held its annual 
Easter Sunrise Service the morning of April 5th, in 
the Kirksville Masonic Temple. Approximately $300 
was collected in free-will offerings for the Knights 
Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage (www.kthlp.com).  


