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Greetings, Companions! 
 

Since my last writing, I have had my first official visit, which was at my home Chapter, Springfield 
Chapter Number 15. It was a great evening, and I look forward to more visitations in the coming months. I 
was also able to attend the reception for the Grand Master of the Grand Council, Most Illustrious Companion 
Dennis W. Houck. It was a great evening and I am glad that I was able to attend and support M.:.I.:.C.:. 
Dennis. 
 

We have reached the end of August, and Chapters will soon take up their regular activities once again 
after an excellent summer break. As your Chapters begin meeting again, please remember my message, BE 
EXCELLENT TO EACH OTHER. You might consider making a renewed effort to learn ritual with your 
Companions or plan a fundraiser for RARA. Maybe your Chapter may start planning a holiday party or a 
contribution to one (or more) of our Masonic youth organizations. Or maybe you start small ï pick up the 
phone and call a Companion you have not seen in a while. 
 

The statewide York Rite Conference will be held September 5th and 6th in St. James, Missouri. If you 
have not already purchased your ticket, time is running out! We are trying a new format this year and would 
love to have as many Companions and Sir Knights there as possible! Visit https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/
ticketing/2025-state-grand-york-rite-conference to get your ticket today! 
 

Iôm looking forward to continuing my travels in the coming weeks ï an official visit to the Companions of 
Rolla Chapter No. 32 on September 1st, Statewide Conference on September 5th and 6th, my official 
reception in Springfield on September 6th, an official visit to Tyrian Chapter No. 52 on September 16th, and 
the South Central Conference on September 19th and 20th, followed by Missouri Grand Lodge in Kansas City 
on September 21st and 22nd. 
 

Take care of yourselves, Companions, and BE EXCELLENT TO EACH OTHER! 
 

Fraternally, 
 
Kevin Ritter 
Grand High Priest 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2025-state-grand-york-rite-conference
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/2025-state-grand-york-rite-conference
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://givetorara.org/
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Companions, 
 

 I get more excited as the newly revamped Grand York Rite Conference draws nearer. It is time for change. 

It is a time to move forward and make positive changes within our organization. I would like to thank MIC 

Matt Ruth for leading the Committee to organize the conference. For those who did not know, we will begin 

on Friday night with appetizers and a social hour. This is so we may better get to know each other and find out 

whatôs going on around the state. Letôs take this opportunity to learn from each other. Finally, we will have 

the Stonecutters degree led by M.:.E.:.C.:. Patrick Carr, Grand High Priest of the State of Kansas.  
 

 On Saturday, our conference will kick off with the heads of each body sharing with everyone whatôs will 

be going on around the state for the ensuing year. This will be followed by the RDGMs briefing us on whatôs 

going on in their Regions. We will have a working lunch with a guest speaker which should be concluded by 

1:30 p.m.. Most of us will go to MEC Kevin Ritterôs Grand High Priestôs Reception that evening in 

Springfield. 
 

 VIC Jacob Thompson has delivered part XIV of the Grand Council Education program. I recommend you 

print it and add it to your Education Books. I cannot express the gratitude I have for Jacob for doing this. 

Please use those Education Book in your local Councils. 
 

 I would like to thank everyone who came to my Grand Reception. We had a great time, great food, and 

wonderful fellowship. I am glad to see the Companions who brought their wives. It gave us a chance to relax 

and have fun. I am looking forward to Kevins and Ronsô receptions. 
 

 As always, I would like to share a Bible quote with you all, it is Luke 7 VS 23. Read, enjoy, and share it 

with all.  
 

Fraternally Yours in the Cryptic Vault, 
 

MIC Dennis W. Houck 

Grand Master 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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 Constantine was the first Roman Emperor to convert to Christianity and in doing so, he also was 
influenced by the early church to do charitable works like feeding the hungry, taking care of widows and 
orphans, and helping the sick. It is said he devoted one quarter of his revenues to the relief of the poor and to 
other pious purposes. 
 

 Throughout history all the major religions have incorporated charitable elements. For example, Judaism 
considered charity to be a religious obligation to help the poor and help them develop skills. One of the 5 
pillars of Islam is mandatory charity. Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism all practice giving alms to both 
individuals and public works for the community. 
 

Christianity embraces selfless love also known as Agape in Greek describing the purest form of love for 
others. It represents sacrifice, unconditional commitment and acceptance of others. In the Bible it is described 
in John 15:12-13 ñThis is My commandment: that ye love one another, as I have loved you. Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
 

What is charity? There are many types of charity such as Charitable institutions, which determine which 
organizations to fund (USAID), there are public provisions to provide healthcare and housing , food and 
utility assistance to the poor (Medicaid, WIC, Food stamps, HUD, Obama phone) There are benevolent 
organizations to provide funding for the Arts, Education, animals, and a plethora of other social improvements 
for communities. Charity can even include general kindness and lenient judgement of others. Today, however, 
I would like to discuss our individual attitudes and feelings about charity-voluntarily giving help or money to 
those in need and serving others. 

 

People give charity for a multitude of reasons, altruistic reasons include the desire to help those in need, to 
make a tangible difference in the world, some people due to a sense of moral responsibility to those struggling 
and because it aligns with personal values and beliefs. Studies have shown that sharing with others is an 
innate characteristic that is displayed among toddlers. 
 

Others do it for more self-serving reasons, such as building reputations, tax benefits, and social 
connections. We sometimes see this in Masonry, where some are driven in the pursuit of pins, honors, rewards 
and titles. While the charity and relief it provides is welcomed, remember what is taught in the York Rite 
College: Good Works are more worthily performed in secret. 
 

 Giving to others feels good. Biologically giving to charity to help someone in need stimulates the 
orbitofrontal cortex of the brain. This area is responsible for emotion and motivation. People who give to the 
less fortunate with time, talent or treasure, have increased dopamine levels (happiness hormone) compared to 
those who have lower dopamine which is more often linked to depression. Studies also show an increase in 
energy and decrease in stress as well as feelings of euphoria. Who of us wouldnôt like to have that? As a 
result, those people seek out additional opportunities to serve others to continue those feelings. 
 

Finally, Iôd like to leave you with this Matthew 25:35-40  
 

American Standard Version 
 

ñéfor I was hungry, and ye gave me to eat; I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and 
ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick, and ye visited me; I was in prison, and ye came 
unto me.  Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee hungry, and fed thee? 
or athirst, and gave thee drink? And when saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and 
clothed thee? And when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall answer 
and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these my 
brethren, even these least, ye did it unto me. 

vX }æĦĦŖ 3Ɋ -ėģģėįæċċú 3æģĲįŖ
-ėĐĐÎđâæĦ ėñ į÷æ BĦÎđâ 
-ėĐĐÎđâæĦŖ ėñ Xđúò÷įĩ }æĐģċÎĦ 
ėñ į÷æ vįÎįæ ėñ ^úĩĩėĲĦú 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
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 On Saturday, August 9, 2025, M.:.I.:.C.:. Dennis 

W. Houck, Grand Master of the Grand Council  was 

greeted for his official reception at the Drury Plaza 

Hotel in Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 
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 Bedloeôs Island, now renamed Liberty Island, is 
the location of the Statue of Liberty. It was dedicated 
by New York Freemasons on Tuesday, August 5, 
1884. A gift from the French Government. It took 
four months to reassemble and was originally 
constructed in France. It took over nine years to 
build and was then disassembled and transported to 
the United States in 214 crates. 

 This project began with a conversation between 
£douard Ren® Lef¯bvre de Laboulaye, a French 
Senator, and Fr®d®ric Auguste Bartholdi, a sculptor 
and Freemason. Over the years, many fictional 
stories have been created and passed down through 
the generations of what that discussion was. 
However, what we do known is that Bartholdi was 
commissioned to construct what would become, the 
Statue of Liberty or Liberty Enlightening the World. 
 

 Bartholdiôs design for the statue would come 
from a combination of ideas that came from the 
Colossus of Rhodes and a proposal of a lighthouse 
he made to the Egyptian government. That design 
would be of a huge lighthouse in the form of an 
ancient Egyptian female fellah or peasant, robed and 
holding a torch aloft. It was proposed to stand at the 
northern entrance to the Suez Canal. However, the 
government would never commission him to build it.  
 

 On returning to France, Bartholdi would stop at 

the Giovanni Battista Crespi's sculpture Sancarlone, 
a 76-foot statue of St. Charles Borromeo, in Lago 
Maggiore, Italy. It was created by hamming out 
(repouss®) copper sheets and covering an iron 
framework. Bartholdi would choose copper over 
bronze or stone due to its cheaper cost, weight, and 
ease of transportation. 
 

 Bartholdi would bring his friend and mentor, 
architect Eug¯ne Viollet-le-Duc, into the project. As 
chief engineer, Viollet-le-Duc proposed designing a 
brick pier filled with sand within the statue up to the 
hips, with iron bars like veins of a leaf to which the 
skin would be anchored. Bartholdi had decided on a 
height of just over 151 feet (46 m) for the statue, 
double that of Italy's Sancarlone and the German 
statue of Arminius, both made in that same method. 
 

 Next, Bartholdi would travel to the United State 
to look for a sight to place his creation and to find 
public support. Upon arriving into New York 
Harbor, Bartholdi found Bedloe's Island as a perfect 
site for the statue. This idea was even more 
reinforced by the fact that sailing vessels arriving in 
New York would have to sail past it. In his travel, 
Bartholdi would visit President Ulysses S. Grant, 
who assured him that it would be easy to obtain this 
site for his statue.  

 Upon return to Paris in 1877, Bartholdi 
concentrated on completing the head, which was 
exhibited at the 1878 World's Fair in Paris. Bartholdi 
would continue his fundraising, by selling models of 

https://www.facebook.com/MOYorkRite/
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=148768
https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/frederic-auguste-bartholdi.htm
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the statue of Lady Liberty. Tickets to view the 
construction at the Gaget, Gauthier & Co. workshop 
were also offered. The French government would 
authorize a lottery, and among the prizes were silver 
plated and a terracotta model of the statue. By the 
end of 1879, about 250,000 francs had been raised. 

 

 The head and arm would be built with the 
assistance of Viollet-le-Duc, who fell ill in 1879. He 
soon died, leaving no indication on how he intended 
to transition from the copper skin to his proposed 
masonry pier. The following year, Bartholdi was 
able to obtain the services of innovative designer and 
builder Gustave Eiffel. Eiffel and his structural 
engineer, Maurice Koechlin, decided to abandon the 
pier and instead build an iron truss tower. Eiffel 
opted not to use a completely rigid structure, which 
would force stresses to accumulate in the skin and 
eventually lead to it cracking. A secondary skeleton 
was attached to the center pylon, which would 
enable the statue to move slightly in the winds of 
New York Harbor. Since the metal skin would 
expand on hot summer days, he loosely connected 
the support structure to it using flat iron bars and 
springs, which culminated in a mesh of metal straps, 
known as "saddles", that were riveted to the skin. In 
a labor-intensive process, each saddle had to be 
crafted individually. This was to prevent galvanic 
corrosion between the copper skin and the iron 
support structure. Eiffel would then insulate the skin 
with asbestos impregnated with shellac. 
 

 The change in structural material from masonry 
to iron allowed Bartholdi to change his plans for the 
statue's assembly. He had originally expected to 
assemble the skin on-site as the masonry pier was 
built; instead, he decided to build the statue in 
France and have it disassembled and transported to 
the United States for reassembly on Bedloe's Island. 
 

 In a symbolic act, the first rivet placed into the 

skin, fixing a copper plate onto the statue's big toe, 
was driven by United States Ambassador to France 
Levi P. Morton. The skin was not, however, crafted 
in exact sequence from low to high; work proceeded 
on several segments simultaneously in a manner 
often confusing to visitors. Some work was 
performed by contractors. One of the fingers was 
made to Bartholdi's exacting specifications by a 
coppersmith in the southern French town of 
Montauban. By 1882, the statue was complete up to 
the waist, an event Bartholdi celebrated by inviting 
reporters to lunch on a platform built within the 
statue.  

 The completed statue was formally presented to 
Ambassador Morton at a ceremony in Paris on July 
4, 1884, and Lesseps announced that the French 
government had agreed to pay for its transport to 
New York. The statue remained intact in Paris 
pending sufficient progress on the pedestal. By 
January 1885, this had occurred, and the statue was 
disassembled and crated for its ocean voyage. 
 

 America faced great difficulties in obtaining the 
funding for the construction of the pedestal. The 
Panic of 1873 had led to an economic depression 
that persisted through much of the decade. The 
Liberty statue was not the only such monument/
structure that had difficulties raising money. 
Construction on the Washington Monument would 
also stall for years. Ultimately it would take over 
three-and-a-half decades to complete the obelisk. 
 

 On June 17, 1885, the French steamer Is¯re 
arrived in New York with crates holding the 
disassembled statue. Two hundred thousand people 

https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/places_creating_statue.htm
https://www.statueofliberty.org/statue-of-liberty/overview-history/
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lined the docks and hundreds of boats put to sea to 
welcome the ship. On August 11, 1885, the World 
announced that $102,000 had been raised from 
120,000 donors, and that 80 percent of the total had 
been received in sums of less than one dollar 
(equivalent to $35 in 2024). 

 Even with the success of the fund drive, the 
pedestal was not completed until April 1886. 
Immediately thereafter, reassembly of the statue 
began. Eiffel's iron framework was anchored to steel 
I-beams within the concrete pedestal and assembled. 
Once completed the sections of skin were carefully 
attached. Due to the width of the pedestal, it was not 
possible to erect scaffolding, and workers would 
dangle from ropes while installing the skin sections. 
Bartholdi had planned to put floodlights on the 
torch's balcony to illuminate it. However, a week 
before the dedication, the Army Corps of Engineers 
vetoed the proposal, fearing that ships' pilots passing 
the statue would be blinded. Instead, Bartholdi cut 
portholes in the torchðwhich was covered with gold 
leafðand placed the lights inside them. A power 
plant was installed on the island to light the torch 
and for other electrical needs. After the skin was 
completed, landscape architect Frederick Law 
Olmsted, co-designer of Manhattan's Central Park 

and Brooklyn's Prospect Park, supervised a cleanup 
of Bedloe's Island in anticipation of the dedication. 
General Charles Stone claimed on the day of 
dedication that no man had died during the 
construction of the statue. This was not true. Francis 
Longo a thirty-nine-year-old Italian laborer had been 
killed when an old wall fell on him. Upon 
completion, the statueôs color would be a shiny 
reddish-brown, but within twenty years it had 
oxidized to its current greenish color. This was due 
to a reaction with air, water and acidic pollution, 
forming a layer of verdigris which protects the 
copper from further corrosion. 
 

 A ceremony of dedication was held on the 
afternoon of October 28, 1886. President Grover 
Cleveland, the former New York governor, presided 
over the event. On the morning of the dedication, a 
parade was held in New York City. It was estimated 
that there several hundred thousand to a million 
people who attended this event.  
 

 A nautical parade would begin at 12:45 p.m., and 
President Cleveland embarked on a yacht that took 
him across the harbor to Bedloe's Island for the 
dedication. Lesseps made the first speech, on behalf 
of the French committee, followed by the chairman 
of the New York committee, Senator William M. 
Evarts. A French flag draped across the statue's face 
was to be lowered to unveil the statue at the close of 
Evarts's speech, but Bartholdi mistook a pause as the 
conclusion and let the flag fall prematurely. The 
ensuing cheers put an end to Evarts's address. 
President Cleveland spoke next, stating that the 
statue's "stream of light shall pierce the darkness of 
ignorance and man's oppression until Liberty 
enlightens the world". Bartholdi, observed near the 
dais, was called upon to speak, but he declined. 
Orator Chauncey M. Depew concluded the with a 
lengthy address to the distinguished guests. 
 

 No  members of the general public were 
permitted on the island during the ceremonies, which 
were reserved entirely for dignitaries. A scheduled 
fireworks display was postponed until November 1 
due to poor weather. The cornerstone of the Statue of 
Liberty was laid in a Masonic ceremony. Under the 
cornerstone was a square hole dug to house a time 
capsule. In a copper box, officials placed cards of the 
people present. Copies of the Constitution and the 
Declaration of Independence, several medals, a list 
of the Grand Lodge Masons of the State, the daily 
papers, and other articles deemed appropriate.ò Also 
in there was a coin inscribed with General John 
Adams Dixôs pearls of wisdom: ñIf any man 
attempts to haul down the American flag shoot him 
on the spot!ò 

https://www.history.com/articles/statue-of-liberty-icon-building
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Please RSVP VEC Greg Walker at  
springfieldyorkrite@gmail.com 

mailto:springfieldyorkrite@gmail.com?subject=RSVP%20Reception%20of%20MEC%20Kevin%20M.%20Ritter
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Illustrious Companions, 
 

Today, we gather to explore the Royal Master 
and Select Master degrees within the Cryptic 
Council of Freemasonry. These degrees offer 
profound symbolic teachings and lessons that 
resonate deeply with our personal and Masonic 
journeys. Understanding and reflecting on these 
degrees can lead to personal growth and a more 
profound commitment to our families, fraternity, and 
communities. 

 

Royal Master Degree 
 

The Royal Master Degree focuses on themes of 
patience, preparation, and the foresight needed to 
navigate lifeôs challenges. The degree portrays 
Hiram Abiffôs commitment to preserving the secrets 
of the Temple, emphasizing the importance of 
wisdom and foresight. 

 

Life Application: The degree teaches us about 
the virtue of patience. In our personal and 
professional lives, it reminds us to be patient 
and prepared, even when success seems far 
off. It encourages us to act with foresightð
anticipating challenges and opportunities 
alike. 

 

Personal Growth: By internalizing these 
lessons, we become better planners and 
decision-makers. We learn the value of 
diligence and readiness, qualities that are 
essential for leading a fulfilled life. 

 

Select Master Degree 
 

The Select Master Degree elaborates on the 
theme of secrecy and the protection of valuable 
knowledge. It highlights the importance of 
selectivity and discernment in safeguarding what is 
precious. 

 

Life Application: This degree teaches us about 
discretion and the judicious use of 
knowledge. It reinforces the idea that 
information and our personal resources must 
be used wisely and protected diligently. 

 

Personal Growth: By practicing discretion and 
discernment in our lives, we enhance our 
ability to make thoughtful decisions. 
Whether in our families, workplaces, or 
Lodge, being selective in our commitments 

helps us prioritize effectively and contribute 
meaningfully. 

 

Improving Ourselves as Masons 
 

The teachings from these degrees encourage us 
to exhibit traits such as patience, foresight, secrecy, 
and wisdom. Embodying these traits in our everyday 
lives ensures not only self-improvement but also 
strengthens our interactions with others. 

 

In Our Families: By exercising patience and 
foresight, we become pillars of support for 
our families, guiding them with wisdom and 
preparing for future challenges. 

 

In Our Fraternity: As Masons, the lessons of 
discretion and the safeguarding of knowledge 
help build trust and unity within the Lodge. 
We contribute to a supportive and 
progressive Masonic environment. 

 

In Our Communities: By applying these 
teachings, we serve as role models, 
displaying moral and ethical behavior that 
reflects positively on the fraternity. We 
become agents of positive change and 
ambassadors of Masonic values. 

 

Conclusion 
 

The Royal Master and Select Master degrees are 
not just ritualistic ceremonies but treasures of 
wisdom that can enhance our lives profoundly. 
Through careful application of their lessons, we 
grow as individuals, strengthen our bonds with our 
families, and fortify our fraternity. 

 

Remember, by embracing the teachings of these 
degrees, we not only uplift ourselves but also 
contribute to a legacy of strength, integrity, and 
wisdom within our families and communities. 

 

Let us commit to these principles and continue to 
cultivate a life of honor and purpose. Thank you, and 
may we all strive to embody the noble lessons of the 
Royal and Select Master degrees in our daily lives. 

 

Thank you my Companions, 
 
Brandon Lewis, 
Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters  
Prince Hall Affiliation 
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You are invited to the 

203rd Annual Communication 

of the Grand Lodge of A.F.&A.M. 

of the State of Missouri 
 

 

 

To be held at: 
 

 

 

Sheraton Kansas City Hotel 

Crown Center 

2345 McGee Street 

Kansas City, Missouri 64108 
 

 

 

September 21stñ22nd, 2025 

 

All Missouri Master Masons in attendance 

must have register by July 31, 2025 

 

https://annualcommunication.momason.org/
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Capitular Education 2025-2026 
Greg Walker, Chairman 

Committee: 
REC Donald MacCormick, VEC Lloyd Lyon, VEC Nick Young, 

VEC Doug Rose, VEC James Bell 
Companions all, 
 

 This month we have the second of four readings from the Degree of Mark Master. We hope the first 
section prompted good discussion among your members and the same continues with this section. 
 

Grand Chapter Capitular Education Series - August 2025 
 

 The Mark Master Degree section is full of information and teachings, and we have broken it into four 
sections. For this month, you are provided the following to read and discuss in your Chapter meetings: 
 

¶ Rejection of the Stone 
 

ß This would be a great opportunity to discuss the symbolic relation between the rejection of the 
keystone to the rejection of Jesus by his own people. 

 

¶ ñAn Imposter!ò 
 

¶ The Challenge 
 

ß Question: Does your Chapter prompt the Candidate in giving the proper dueguard and penal sign 
at this point in the degree? If so, why? If not, why? Discuss. 

 

¶ Transition to Master Mason 
 

¶ The Engraverôs Chisel and Mallet 
 

¶ The Circumambulations 
 

¶ The Obligation 
 

Our education series will follow this schedule: 
 

August 2025 - Mark Master Degree, continues 
 

September 2025: Mark Master Degree, continues 
 

October 2025: Mark Master Degree, completion including quiz and open-ended question 
 

November 2025: Past Master Degree, with quiz and open ended question 
 

December 2025: Most Excellent Master Degree 
 

January 2026: Most Excellent Master Degree, completion including quiz and open-ended question 
 

February 2026: Royal Arch Degree 
 

March 2026: Royal Arch Degree, continues 
 

April 2026: Royal Arch Degree, continues 
 

May 2026: Royal Arch Degree, completion including quiz and open-ended question 
 

June 2026: Wrap up of education for the year and a short expose on a passage of scripture from the Royal Arch 
Degree ritual from the role of Jeshua, the High Priest. 
 

 This schedule may not fit all Chapters perfectly, but it is suggested that your members come prepared with 
a copy of The Beacon in hand, print or digital, to your meetings so that they may take part in the group 
readings and discussion that follows. 
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Rejection of the Stone 
 

 The Junior and Senior Overseer pass the stone, 
but the Master Overseer calls a council of Overseers, 
and they collectively decide to reject the stone as 
neither being oblong nor square, nor having the mark 
of any of the workmen upon it. It appears the 
Overseers are neither familiar with stones which are 
not square, nor with the mark of Hiram Abif, since 
the keystone bears his name. The reason is revealed 
later in the ceremony, when King Solomon explains 
that this work was assigned to Grand Master Hiram 
Abif himself, and since he is usually responsible for 
the Designs, it is not until some Craftsmen look at 
the Trestleboard themselves that they see the 
óPeculiar Stoneô and Hiramôs mark. 

 They heave the stone over among the rubbish. 
The act of óheaving the stone overô suggest it as 
thrown over a wall. In early days, there is a tradition 
that if a workman offered up a faulty piece of work it 
was the workman who was heaved over the wall 
where he presumably fell to his death! In the Middle 
Ages, the stone was carried away on a bier, as 
though dead! If we are taught to be particularly 
significant to us. However, in this case the lesson 
that the stone is in fact the most important in the 
edifice and yet is discarded by those not recognizing 
its true worth is of particular importance. 
 

ñAn Imposter!ò 
 

 Following this, the Fellowcraft depart to receive 
their wages. Interestingly, while we are told in the 

Blue Lodge that Entered Apprentices earned no 
wages, but received food, clothing and lodging while 
they trained, Fellowcraft received corn, wine and oil 
as wages. Now we see how the Mark Master Mason 
is paid in specie, a penny a day, received on the sixth 
hour of the sixth day of the week, or Friday before 
the Sabbath. Traditionally, in ancient times the Jews 
would divide the daylight hours into twelve equal 
periods, which means an hour was not necessarily 
sixty minutes. So, the implication is, that work 
ceased around the middle of the daylight period, 
giving the workmen time to gather up their 
belongings, collect their wages, and be home before 
sundown. 

 In the Degree, the Brethren assemble to receive 
their wages twice, and on each occasion a different 
important lesson is taught. In the Mark Degree, we 
receive an explanation of something said by the 
Senior Warden of his duties in Blue Lodge: ñéto 
pay the Craft their wages if any be due.ò Now we see 
him practice that duty; by repairing to his apartment 
(this simply means a room in the Temple. To pay the 
Craft their wages, which as we have learned, was 
one penny a day, or presumably six pennies a week. 
Remember this is all symbolic! 
 

 The Craftsmen thrust their hand through and 
opening to receive them, with their fourth and fifth 
fingers curled over a picture of their mark. This mark 
was compared to those in the Book of Marks, and if 
it was listed the coin was placed between their index 
and third fingers, which they then withdrew from the 
opening. In some older Lodges, you can find a 
circular opening covered by a panel in the Inner 
Door. However, it is more customary to have a 

A half shekel used as Temple tax 
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wicket, which is a custom box, or a vertical panel of 
latticework with a circular or triangular hold cut into 
it, so the Brethren can see the action.  
 

 This first time the Candidate is not carrying a 
mark, so when he thrusts his hand through the 
opening it is seized and he is threatened with the loss 
of his right hand, a terrible penalty for a man making 
his living through the use of his hands. Remember, 
he I not just losing his livelihood: even in the Arabic 
cultures nowadays the left hand is seen as inferior 
and used for the more unclean roles such as cleaning 
oneself in the bathroom. He will now have to 
perform all his activities-including eating and 
greeting colleagues-with his óuncleanô hand. 
 

The Challenge 
 

 The Candidate is conducted to the Right 
Worshipful Master (in some rituals, the Senior 
Deacon drags the Candidate by his right ear), who 
challenges the Candidate, firstly by asking for 
someone to vouch for him, and then to prove himself 
a Fellowcraft by the grip and Password. Since the 
Candidate is clearly not yet a Mark Master he neither 
has the correct grip nor the password. Requiring a 
Brother to vouch for him recalls an earlier version of 
the ritual, still practiced in Ancient Chapter No. 1, 
New York, when the Conductor of the now 
blindfolded Candidate is asked: ñHas he made 
suitable proficiency in the preceding Degrees to 
entitle him to this, and is he vouched for?ò The 
Conductor replies: ñHe has, and I vouch for him.ò 
 

 He is told to return to the Quarries and this time 
to return with a suitable specimen of his work to 
pass the Overseersô tests and to entitle him to receive 
the correct grips, signs and words to entitle him to 
receive wages. This he does, his work, being óan 
oblong or a squareô, is accepted, and he is given 
permission to proceed in the Degree. And yet the 

fact that he never claimed the work to be his own is 
never considered. His crime, it appears, was to reach 
for something which it is not yet his right to aspire 
to: he must prove himself proficient in his existing 
duties before being granted access to higher wisdom.  
 

 Given that the Degree has a pass grip and word, 
and a real grip and word, it would be logical to 
expect the pass grip and word to be given here, as a 
reward for his work, and that he would give these to 
the Deacon in order to admitted to the next part of 
the Degree. This is how all pass grips and words 
work in Blue Lodges in other countries. Strangely, 
however, the pass grip and word are given in the 
next section, immediately prior to the real grip and 
word. This is probably something which became 
confused at an early time in the ritualôs history and 
has never been rectified.  
 

Transition to Master Mason 
 

 All the preceding work has been a preamble to 
the actual Degree itself. Indeed, the Mark Degree is 
unusual in that it contains both a prologue and an 
epilogue. Prior to the Degree itself we have the 
scenes where the Candidate presents work not his 
own, is chastised for this, then returns with work 
accepted as his. Following the Degree, during the 
Lodge Closing, we have the further scene in which 
the Workmen discuss their wages, and the Right 
Worshipful Master issues his challenge to them. 
 

 At this point it is assumed that a passage of time 
has taken place. The Fellowcraft has proven himself 
by providing a suitable specimen of his work, and 
has been raised to the Degree of Master. To denote 
this, he now wears his apron as a Master Mason. 
 

 He is again blindfolded and a cable tow placed 
four times about his body, and importantly, divested 
of metallic substances once again. He undergoes the 
usual challenges at the door, to emphasized that this 
Degree is a continuation of the Degrees he has 
received in Blue Lodge.  
 

The Engraverôs Chisel and Mallet 
 

 This time he is received on the edge of the 
engraverôs chisel, under the pressure of the mallet. 
He is told that this is to teach him that the moral 
precepts of the Degree should make a deep and 
lasting impression upon him. This appears to be 
another link with the first three Degrees, since 
instruments are not used to challenge the Candidate 
in the rest of the Capitular Degrees; also, the gavel 
(or mallet is a Working Tool of the Entered 
Apprentice Degree. It is also uniquely the only time 
two instruments are used in concert. One should also 
note that the Engraverôs Chisels are a set of chisels 
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with much finer blades than those used for shaping 
regular stones. These are used for ornamentation and 
the more subtle work of engraving-in the case of the 
Keystone the circle and mark of Hirm Abif. The fact 
that he is now called to a higher and rarer work is 
reflected in the subtlety of the tools with which he is 
challenged and presented. This is not the last time he 
will be challenged, since he will soon move from a 
position of workman to one of Overseer or 
Supervisor, where he will be challenged one final 
time, and this time by an object which is óneither 
oblong nor squareô, so show that he is truly passing 
to a new level of development. 
 

 Later he is explicitly informed that these are also 
the Working Tools, and that they are used by Master 
Masons to ñcut, carve, mark and indent their work.ò 
This is reminiscent of the Entered Apprentice 
Obligation. The key word is indent. Up to now the 
Masons has been told to create perfect ashlars. How 
he is introduced to a more refined tool than the 
common chisel used for breaking raw stone out of 
the quarries: he is presented with the engraverôs 
chisel, and implement used to cut into the perfect 
ashlar, in order to place his mark upon it. He is told 
this to symbolize the refining work of the chisel 
upon the rough stone, as education refines the mind 
and ultimately leads him to aspire to the summit of 
human knowledge. 
 

 The description of the mallet is similar to that 
given for the gavel in the Entered Apprentice 
Degree, and could suggest it was a carry-over from 
that Degree. 
 

The Circumambulations 
 

 The ceremony continues with the circumambu-
lations. As the Blue Lodge Degree saw the 
blindfolded Candidate make one, two and three 
circles about the Altar and past the Senior Officers, 
so in the Mark Degree he now makes four. His 
circumambulations are invariably accompanied by 
pertinent readings from Scripture. Each time he 
passes the East he halts and gives the due guard and 
sign of the preceding Degrees; the fourth time he 
comes to fidelity since he does not yet know the due 

guard and sign of the fourth (i.e. Mark) Degree. 
 

 By proving himself in each of the preceding 
Degrees he is indication his mastery over those 
Degrees, and his worthiness to be received into the 
next level in the American Degrees.  
 

 The first scriptural reference comes from 
Chronicles, and is a description of the transportation 
of the wood by sea to Joppa. This sets up the pass 
grip and word. 
 

 The next three come from the prophet Ezekiel, 
Chapter 44, verses 1-5. In a way it is an 
extraordinary passage to use, since Ezekiel 
prophesied the destruction of the temple, which has 
not yet been built in the Mark Degree, and how the 
Prince, High Priest and People must behave to avoid 
Godôs wrath. However, the most important part is 
verse 5, which give rise to the true grip and word of 
the Degree. 
 

 Following the scriptural readings, he is 
challenged by the Junior and senior Wardens, as in 
the preceding Degrees. 
 

The Obligation 
 

 The Obligation follows the usual structure. Here 
much is made of the mark, which is to be expected 
as a central them of this Degree. There are three 
parts to this section. Firstly, he agrees to receive 
another Brotherôs mark and grant his request for a 
loan, or at least to return it with its price, which is a 
half shekel of silver. Secondly, he promises not to 
alter the mark he selects once recorded. Thirdly, he 
promises he will not lend or sell it, nor pledge it a 

/ƭƛũ ŀǘ WƻǇǇŀ ƻǊ Wŀũŀ 
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second time. 
 

 This would appear to be a vestige of what might 
have been a promise made in operative Masonry. It 
would be important that a Mason didnôt cheat by 
putting someone elseôs mark on his work. Why 
would he do this, if his mark ensured his payment? 
Perhaps it might dissuade him from putting the mark 
of an enemy upon a poorly executed piece of work in 
order to get him into trouble? Certainly, one can also 
see how a Mason fallen upon hard times might be 
tempted to lend or pledge his mark to another 
person, since that person could then use it to obtain 
wages himself, perhaps at a different work site. 
Finally, one can also see how a Mason might use the 
mark as a sign of destitution, in order to obtain 
welfare from fellow Masons. 

 From a speculative viewpoint, however, the 
lessons are not to claim work not your own; to 
extend charity to your Brothers; and to be steadfast 
in you convictions. AS the ritual claims, a Masonôs 
mark was synonymous with his name, so he would 
no more alter, change, lend or sell his mark than he 
would his own name. 
 

 The penalties may give a Candidate pause for 

thought. Although a relatively recent development in 
Freemasonry, the addition of the word ósymbolicô to 
our Blue Lodge penalties may lead to surprise when 
the penalties of the American Rite are not ósymbolicô 
but óactual.ô Of course, they are never carried out, 
which gives the lies to people who claim the Masons 
once carried out their penalties. The cutting off of 
the hand was already enacted in the ritual. However, 
the cutting off of the ear may refer to an earlier part 
of ritual now lost over time. The Due Guard, being 
the cutting off of the ear, may also reference the act 
of dragging the Candidate by the ear to the Master 
when he is detected as an imposter, as is practiced in 
some Lodges.  

Greetings all, 
 

 Well, the Grand Secretary finally caught up to 
me and reminded me that I was getting wordy again. 
Sigh, I guess I knew I wouldnôt get away with it 
forever. So, I have been given a smaller section this 
month. Oh well, it is what it is, letôs get going. 
 

 This month, your Beacon Magazine has received 
numerous wonderful articles to share with you all. 
This is a testament to your ability to share so many 
wonderful ideas and information. Thank you very 
much for your dedication to the craft: Capitular 
Development Course, The Grand College of 
America Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests, 
Improving yourself through Cryptic Freemasonry, 
the Building of the Statue of Liberty, and so much 
more. 
 

 Thank you Companions and Sir Knights for all 
your support of this magazine. It is because of you 
that we continue on in our mission. 
 

 Well, I guess it is time to wrap it up and join the 
rest of the world now. Until next time, may the 
Blessing of Heaven shine down on you and your 
family, and we will be seeing you on down the trail. 
 

Peace be with you all,  
 

The Editor 

Masonôs Mark found at Rosslyn Chapel 

Rosslyn Chapel 

https://www.rosslynchapel.com/
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