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 As December starts, so does the decorating for this special time of the year ï the Holidays. This is a season 

when families come together to share old stories, make new memories, and applaud the excitement of seeing 

friends and families giving and receiving gifts that they never expected. 
 

 Some of those gifts can be as simple as a handshake, a hug, or just a gesture of friendship. This makes me 

think that the last six months of my term has been like a gift received during the Holidays. During my travels, 

it has been astonishing to me how our fellow Companions have been giving the gifts of themselves to others. 

Those gifts being friendship, the mentorship of candidates, the participation in degrees, and being present at 

meetings. However, your gifts extend even further. Those gifts have assisted your Grand Chapter in the 

growth and awareness of supporting our Royal Arch Research Assistance program. Your donations and your 

work have resulted in the installation of new sound systems, earbuds, and microphones in our schools. This 

allows our hearing challenged students the opportunity to obtain a new way of learning ï a direct connection 

between the teacher and student through a microphone and headphone set. This system blocks out all outside 

noises so that they may hear the words of their teacher clearly and in a more direct manor. It allows these stu-

dents to participate in the same classroom with their fellow students. They no longer feel left out. What a won-

derful gift to give someone ï the gift of learning! 
 

 However, the greatest gift that any of us can give has been offered up in the Holy Scriptures, to which all 

of us have received within our first lessons in Freemasonry. There we learn to put our trust and spiritual 

growth in our faith to our Creator, that we may, each one of us, take this message back to our communities. In 

this we make sure that these lessons will show others our great faith to whoever wishes to travel the righteous 

path that has been provided by God in which to live. 
 

 As we journey through the life that our Creator has provided for us, and our Savior has granted us safe 

travel through, let us join in the celebration of His birth that this gift will allow each of us to give in a way that 

will make someone elseôs life better. 
 

 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. An he will be 

called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.ðIsaiah 9:6-7 
 

 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign 

for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothing and lying in a manger.ðLuke 2:11-12 
 

 Always remember as the scriptures listed above show, that we are walking the path and learning from what 

has been prepared for us many years ago by our God, the One who loves each one of us. So, I ask through this 

Holiday season that you make sure to take the time to PRAY, STUDY, MENTOR, and SERVE because WE 

ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER and always remember when you look in the mirror to say, IF IT IS TO BE, 

IT IS UP TO ME. 
 

 It is my honor and pleasure to serve you as Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 

of the State of Missouri, together with each of you this year. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Lady April and Myself. 
 

MEC Michael Dodd 

A Message from the Grand High Priest 
 

MEC Michael L. Dodd 
 

Grand High Priest  

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Matthew D. Ruth  

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

Greeting Companions, 
 

 As the year draws to a close and the season of reflection, renewal, and celebration approaches, I extend to 

each of you my warmest and most sincere wishes. In these days of quiet contemplation, we are reminded of 

the lessons we have learned, the bonds we have forged, and the light that guides us in our pursuit of 

knowledge and virtue. 
 

 The Craft has illuminated our lives with truth, wisdom, and brotherly love, and in the spirit of this season, 

let us take time to honor and reflect upon those sacred principles that have shaped us, both as individuals and 

as Brothers united under the banner of the Craft. Through the Cryptic Degrees, we have been taught that our 

journey is one of continual growth and enlightenment, ever striving to build within ourselves the foundation 

for greater understanding and service to others. 
 

 As the darkness of winter settles around us, let us remember the significance of light in our livesðthe light 

of wisdom, the light of fraternity, and the light of hope. Just as the cryptic symbolism of our rites speaks of 

mysteries hidden in plain sight, may this season be a time for each of us to reflect on the hidden meanings 

within our own lives, and the greater truths we seek through our studies, our deeds, and our unity as Brothers. 
 

 The holiday season also reminds us of the importance of charity and goodwill. In a world often 

overshadowed by division and strife, let us redouble our commitment to the values of our Order: to relieve the 

distressed, to support the needy, and to contribute to the betterment of society through the practice of those 

virtues that define us as Freemasons. The true measure of a Mason is not in the wealth he accumulates, nor in 

the honors he receives, but in the good he does for others, and the light he shares with those in need. 
 

 As we gather with our families and loved ones in the coming days, let us take joy in the fellowship that 

brings us together, not only as Masons, but as men who share a common desire to make the world a better 

place. Let the peace and love that accompany this season be a reflection of the unity and harmony we strive to 

cultivate within our lodges and our communities. 
 

 May the Great Architect of the Universe continue to guide and protect each of you. May your hearts be 

filled with joy, your homes with peace, and your endeavors with success. May you continue to grow in 

wisdom and strength as you walk the path of a true Mason, ever faithful to the principles that have brought us 

together and that will continue to guide us in the years ahead. 
 

 Wishing you and your loved ones a blessed and joyful holiday season, filled with the light of brotherhood 

and the warmth of peace. 
 

Happy Holiday, 
 

MIC Mathew Ruth 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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Message from the Grand Commander 
 

SK Bobbie E. White  

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Greetings and Merry Christmas Sir Knights: 
 

 What a year we have had. This has truly been an exciting year for Lady Gloria and me. I can't thank you 

enough for the hospitality and generosity you all have shown us this year.  
 

 As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, let us be thankful for the many blessings 

God has given us. Most of us still have good health, a true treasure in these times. Most of us still have families 

and friends with whom we can visit and share good times. We have our homes, our pets, and food on our ta-

bles. However, some are not so fortunate. 
 

 As this year rolls on, let us not be afraid to show our love for Christ. Let us also share the gift from God, 

the greatest gift ever given to man, his Son Jesus Christ. Remember that our Lord and Savior is with us and if 

we will open our hearts to Him, then He will care for us and protect us. His will does not always give us what 

we want. Sometimes He gives us adversity to overcome rather than a soft easy life. Remember that His plan 

for us gives us people to love and cherish. And, He takes them home when He is ready, not necessarily when 

we are ready. He strengthens us and loves us even as we wonder what His true plan is for us. Still, let us say, 

"Merry Christmas and May God Bless You." Let us lead the way in singing the carols which praise our Lord 

and His Son for they will provide for our everlasting soul. Let us continue to praise Him. If possible, then 

please attend Christmas services. If you can't, then be sure to hold your own service and thank God for his Son 

and all of the precious gifts that He gives us. Let us remember that the Angel or the Star atop the tree repre-

sents the beacon that led the Wise Men to the Baby Jesus. We should follow in their footsteps and search for 

Our Lord in our hearts. 
  

 We, as Christian Knights, must continue to stand tall, defend our Lord, and guide and protect the Pilgrims 

who are on a pilgrimage to find salvation. We must project the light of Christianity remembering there is some 

pour soul searching in the night for the Light we represent. We must be the anchor that holds our ship steady as 

this rough weather passes by and be ready when the tides change to sally forth and do our duty. 
 

 Please enjoy this holiday Season, share the love of family and friends and always remember the true reason 

for the season ï Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 

 Please present all of these Christmas messages to the members of your Commandery during your Decem-

ber Commandery meeting. 
 

 Please also report the manner in which your Commandery observed Christmas to Sir Knight Ronald L. 

Skiles, Chairman of the Hospitaller Committee, either by email to 7901ron@gmail.com or by US mail to: 
 

          7901 S Tomlin Hill Rd  

          Columbia, MO, 65201-9363. 
 

Gloria and I wish you and yours a Very Merry Christmas and may you have a Happy New Year. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Sir Knight Bobbie E. White, Grand Commander 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE HOSPITALLER COMMITTEE 
 

Greetings Sir Knights: 
 

 The Christmas season is fast upon us with all its activity and excitement. There is decorating to be done, 

presents to be bought, and cards to be sent. Many of you will be planning for dinners, concerts, school pro-

grams, church programs, and travel. At this point, I will repeat the standard warning not to become so stressed 

and obsessed by the secular culture that you allow yourself to forget the real significance of Christmas. 
 

 Christmas, after all, is not about December 25th. The real date of Jesus' birth was most likely in late Sep-

tember, but the early church CHOSE to celebrate it on December 25th to usurp the Roman observance of the 

winter solstice. It worked. If that information is new or upsetting to you, then it shouldn't be. It interferes with 

NO prophecy and has NO bearing on Christian doctrine. In my own family, if a birthday fell in the middle of a 

busy work week, then we would routinely schedule the celebration for the preceding or the following weekend. 

The gifts were given, the cake was eaten, and everyone was happy. 
 

 For us, as Knights Templar, Christmas should be more about an attitude or a state of mind. It takes constant 

practice, and the world will try to drown it out, but we should remember every day that we are not our own 

bosses, nor are we independent individuals. We are blood-bought servants of our Lord and Savior, soldiers 

who have freely enlisted under His banner. Our duty and our pleasure is to obey His commands, and the great-

est of these is to love our neighbors and to be witnesses for Him. 
 

 The Christmas season presents us with wonderful opportunities to obey those commands. Be alert for any 

chance to bless others. If youôre in a parking situation and you come up to a prime parking spot at the same 

time as another driver, then yield the slot to them with a smile and a FRIENDLY wave (the extra steps you 

then walk will just help your Commandery uniform fit better). Try randomly smiling at people ï make a game 

of it ï many people will smile back. Hold doors open for people, men and women. Give to charities. If you see 

a store clerk or a cashier or a waitress/waiter who looks harried, then give them a smile and a word of encour-

agement. Don't forget your own loved ones! Ironically they are the ones we most often overlook. Go out of 

your way to be a blessing to others. And, always be careful not to steal glory from God. If someone thanks you 

for a kindness, don't say, "youôre welcome" or, "my pleasure." Rather glorify God by responding, "have a 

blessed day" or better yet, "itôs what my master would have me do." 
 

 My brother Knights, let us embrace the idea of Christmas every day that we might glorify our Redeemer in 

the way that we live and be a reflection of Him to a lost and dying world. 
 

 On behalf of the Hospitaller Committee and the Grand Officers of the Grand Commandery of Missouri, 

may God richly bless each of you, and may you and yours have a very Merry Christmas. 

 

Hospitaller Committee:  

 

Sir Knights Ronald L. Skiles (Chairman) 

W. Stuart Inglish 

Glenn B. Parker 

Matthew L. Quesenberry 

Michael C. Rohman, PGC 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE OF THE GRAND PRELATE 
 

The Winter Solstice: 
 

 December 21st is the day of the winter solstice in 2024. Until that day, the daylight hours will continue to 

grow shorter, while the hours of darkness will continue to grow longer. It almost seems that the darkness is 

overcoming the light at this time of year. 
 

 But, on December 21st this regression of light comes to a halt. Then a great reversal takes place. The 

daylight hours slowly begin to lengthen and will continue to do so until mid-June. Until then, two seasons will 

take place, winter and spring, for those of us living in the northern hemisphere. 
 

 A theme for this phenomenon could well be, "The light overcoming the darkness." This is one of the 

themes of the Gospel of John and is first introduced in John 1:5. But then, it comes full- 

circle in the resurrection narratives. 
 

 December 21st, on some church calendars, is the feast of St. Thomas. The Gospel reading for this festival 

is the same as the Second Sunday in Easter on the Revised Common Lectionary. One of the more vocal 

disciples in the Fourth Gospel is Thomas, often called Doubting Thomas because of his negative statements in 

that book. In the twentieth chapter, his negativism comes to a peak. 
 

 Thomas was not with the other disciples on that first Easter night when Jesus made his first appearance to 

them. The man was in deep sorrow. Darkness had flooded his spirit and he wanted to be alone in his grief over 

the death of his Lord. When the other disciples found him they told him of the appearance of Jesus and His 

being raised from the dead. Thomas refused to believe them. He said he must see for himself, and place his 

fingers in the nail scars and his hand in the wound made by the spear. The second appearance of Jesus was 

made on the next Sunday night. Thomas was with the group. Jesus went up to him and said, "Here I am, 

Thomas. Touch me as you said you must." Suddenly the darkness that dwelt in the soul of Thomas was 

overcome by light. Instead of touching as he had said he desired, he fell on his knees before Jesus and 

proclaimed, "My Lord and my God." Words had come full circle: "And the light shined in the darkness and the 

darkness did not overcome it." 
 

 This is a message from the winter solstice. No matter how hard things may seem in our lives there is light 

from God that will break through and overcome that darkness. We must therefore maintain our faith in the 

Savior even when circumstances of life seem to be at their nadir. 
 

A Winter Solstice Prayer: 
 

 Great Father, we give you thanks that your light overcomes the darkness that we encounter when things go 

bad in our lives. And, we thank you that for most of our lives the light does shine brightly. As we pass through 

this season of darkness to the lengthening of days, may we be reminded that your light cannot be overcome and 

that you are with us when we cannot see our way on the pathway of life. This we pray in the name of Jesus 

Christ our risen Lord. Amen. 
 

Christmas Stories and Songs: 
 

 I would ask that you first read Matthew 1:18 thru Matthew 2:10 before you read the further. [Note: 

Matthew 1:18 (KJV) says, "Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was 

espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost."] Then you will 

better understand the rest of my story and the songs we sing during the Christmas season. It is that time of the 

year when I start dreaming of a WHITE CHRISTMAS. The season that brings JOY TO THE WORLD. As we 

attend the services at our places of worship, we will sing many of these Christmas hymns. Please SING with 

joy. Sing with feeling. Sing with meaning of the words you find in these stories. Celebrate and write your 

personal story of Christmas 2024. 
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 GOOD CHRISTIAN MEN REJOICE as we celebrate the birth of Jesus. A baby, AWAY IN A MANGER 

on a SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT. Where did the baby come from? The baby came FROM HEAVEN 

ABOVE. When was Jesus born? We were told IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR and T'WAS IN 

THE MOON AT WINTER TIME. Where was he born? He was born in the LITTLE TOWN OF 

BETHLEHEM. Who were there? We were told that there were ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY 

together with Mary, Joseph, and cattle. They wondered with a single and simple question, "WHAT CHILD IS 

THIS?" The answer was, "AN INFANT HOLY, INFANT LOWLY." Wait, what is that music? We were told 

that HARK THE HERALD ANGELS SING, ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY, and ANGELS 

WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH could be heard. When did the music start? We were told that the music started 

WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED THEIR FLOCKS BY NIGHT. What can we do? Your task is to Sing and/

or read the Christmas stories such as: GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAINS, AS WITH GLADNESS MEN 

OF OLD, THE FIRST NOEL, and ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID'S CITY. You may have other favorite 

Christmas songs, so sing them proudly and loudly. 
 

 CHRISTMAS is the SEASON to rejoice and SING. The BIRTH of JESUS is the REASON. Our task is to 

SING, or at least read, the words of our Christmas hymns which you will find in your service hymnal. These 

are the stories of the BIRTH of JESUS, the SON of our God. What story or stories can you add to these? Merry 

Christmas. 
 

A Christmas Prayer 
 

 As we celebrate this Christmas season, we ask our God to grant us the curiosity to seek knowledge, the 

vulnerability to open our hearts, the bravery to speak the truth, the compassion to listen, the strength to assist 

those in need, the desire to uphold justice, the opportunity to share our Masonic and Spiritual beliefs, the 

challenge to live His Word, and the awareness of His presence. We know that You are always walking with us. 

May we continue our life's journey with Knighthood and Purpose. May we continue to write our life's stories. 

May we always have that Joy we share this Christmas season. In Your Son's name, Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 

Office of the Grand Prelate:  
 

Sir Knights Richard A. Riepe, Grand Prelate 

John A. Welch, Assistant Grand Prelate - West  

Russell A. Bradshaw, Assistant Grand Prelate - Central  

James R. Fiete, Assistant Grand Prelate - East 

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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THE APARTMENTS OF THE GRAND PRELATE  
 

and  
 

THE RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE  
 

Year of Our Lord 2024 to all valiant and magnanimous Knights of the Temple,  

wheresoever dispersed throughout Christendom  
~  

Salutations and Knightly Greetings:  
 

A TOAST TO OUR MOST EMINENT GRAND MASTER  

CHRISTMAS 2024  
 

 Most Eminent Grand Master as we enter the season where it is righteous and good to celebrate the birth of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we, your Sir Knights, gather and offer a toast to you in your honor.  
 

 In this Holiest of times, as we go outside and brave the cold, and the hustle and bustle of crowds to bring 

home that prized gift, a representation of the presents brought to our Savior by the wise men. Our hearts and 

minds turn towards the precious babe lying in a manger and we realize, even if only for a little while the world 

is a kinder, gentler place. It is only then that we remember the Angel saying to the shepherds ñFear not, for 

behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.ò Luke 2:10-11 ESV  
 

 And so, as you travel with a servantôs heart across this great country of ours, and to other parts outside its 

borders where Grand Commanderies reside under the jurisdiction and banner of the Grand Encampment we, 

your Sir Knights, ask our Lord in prayer that He would watch over you and keep you well protected and safe. 

And, on those rare occasions, when your Lady Kim travels with you, we ask those same blessing upon her, for 

we know what great comfort it is when your wife and companion is traveling with you.  
 

 And now it is with a shout of joy that we raise our glasses and say thank you, for we are well served.  
 

 A Prayer and toast to you Most Eminent Grand Master!  
 

           In Jesusô Holy Name,  
 

           The Reverend Sir Knight Paul D. Erickson, KGC, Chairman  

           The Committee on Religious Activities  

           The Reverend Sir Knight Robert J.F. Elsner, KGC  

           The Reverend Sir Knight Terry L. Plemons, KGC  

 

 

 

The foregoing toast to the Most Eminent Grand Master and his response thereto are transmitted to you with the 

request that you extend an invitation through the proper offices to all Sir Knights within your jurisdiction to 

join in the sentiments thus conveyed at some convenient hour, on or near the birthday of Christ, commonly 

called Christmas Day, December twenty-fifth, in the Year of Grace 2024.  
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GRAND MASTERôS RESPONSE 

CHRISTMAS 2024 

 

To the Right Eminent Grand Prelates, the members of the Committee on Religious Activities, and to all 
Knights wheresoever dispersed: 
 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
I tender to you all my profound thanks and appreciation for your recognition as a ñServant Leaderò I 
within our humble Order; filled with likeminded, and inspiring men.  

 

As Knights Templar assemble this season for their annual Christmas Observance, paying homage to 
Emmanuel, and once again re-live the Christmas Storyðlet me encourage each of you to remember your  
vows of Christian Knighthood and rededicate yourselves to the love that manifests itself in the Word of 

GOD. May this season be one of joy and happiness for you and your family. 
 
Let us, as true Soldiers of the Cross, strive to profit by the birth, life, death, resurrection, and ascension 

of that divine Master, and remain His faithful soldiers unto death. Seeking strength to continue that 

struggle let us now offer this prayer of grace. 

 
PRAYER 

 
ALMIGHTY and most merciful Father, remember us with pity, we beseech thee, and blot out the 

multitude of our transgressions, for thy beloved son's sake. And may the words of our mouths, and the 

meditations of our hearts be acceptable in thy sight, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

FATHER in heaven command thy blessing to rest upon all true Knights of the Temple wherever 

dispersed; bestow upon them a spirit of Truth, Justice, Courage, Constancy, Faith, and Humility, and 

make of them valiant defenders of thy holy religion. Teach them to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and 

bind up the wounds of the afflicted, for Jesus' sake. Amen! 

 

The officers of the Grand Encampment and their families join with Lady Kim and me in wishing each of 

you and your families a Merry Christmas and a most fruitful New Year. 

 
              Courteously, 

 

 

 

 

              David J. Kussman, GCT 

              Grand Master 

 



 мм 

 The Talmud (record of the rabbinic debates in the 

2nd through 5th century on the teachings of the 

Torah) describes Hanukkah as a holiday of ñpraise 

and thanksgivingò in commemoration of the 

miraculous overthrow of the Syrian Greeks, the 

rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem, and the 

single cruse of oil that lasted eight days. 

 Hanukkahôs festive atmosphere derives almost 

entirely from home ritual and customs and is 

dominated by light as a metaphor for spiritual 

freedom. This is emphasized by special holiday 

songs, games, and foods. 
 

 The defining act of Hanukkah is to kindle the 

lights of the hanukkiyah, the eight-branched 

candelabrum (commonly referred to as the Hanukkah 

menorah). These lights, which can either be candles 

or tiny oil cups with floating wicks, grow in strength 

during the eight days of Hanukkah, with the addition 

of one candle or lighted wick each night. One light is 

added each night to fulfill the concept of lo moridim 

ba-kodesh (one does not decrease in holiness). 

Because the purpose of these Hanukkah lights is the 

public proclamation of the Hanukkah miracle, the 

menorah is traditionally lit in a place where the 

candles can be seen from out of doors, near a 

window or a doorway. If, however, this public 

placement of the menorah constitutes a danger, either 

from fire or antisemitism, the lights may be kindled 

elsewhere in the house. 
 

 Since the Hanukkah lights fulfill a religious 

obligation, the rabbis forbade using them for any 

other purpose, even Torah study. Hence every 

menorah has a ninth light, the shamash, or ñhelper,ò 

whose purpose is to provide light and to kindle the 

other candles. The candles, lit after sunset, are 

traditionally supposed to burn at least one-half hour 

after nightfall. On Friday nights, the Hanukkah lights 

are kindled before the Shabbat candles. In some 

homes, the head of the household lights a single 

menorah for the entire family, while in others, each 

member of the family lights his or her own menorah. 

 Both Ashkenazi Jews (Jews of Eastern European 

descent) and Sephardic Jews (Jews of Spanish or 

Mediterranean descent) recite two blessings each 

night, which affirm the commandment to kindle the 

Hanukkah lights and recall the Hanukkah miracle. 

An additional blessing said on the first night of most 

Jewish festivals, the Shehechiyanu, thanks God for 

enabling one to be alive for the celebration. 
 

 Following the candle lighting, it is traditional to 

recite Haneirot Hallalu, verses stipulating that ñthese 

candlesò are holy and one is not permitted to use 

them except to look at them. Ashkenazim continue 

by singing Maoz Tzur, a hymn that remembers 

different redemptions in Jewish history, whereas 

Sephardim recite Psalm 30, a psalm for the 

dedication of the Temple. 
 

 Another reminder of the miracle of the legendary 

cruse of oil comes through the smells and tastes of 

How to Celebrate Hanukkah at Home 

Your guide to lighting the candles and more 
By My Jewish Learning 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/hanukkah-at-home/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/hanukkah-at-home/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/hanukkah-at-home/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/talmud-101/
https://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/10685-menorah
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oil that permeate special Hanukkah foodsð potato 

latkes (pancakes) for Ashkenazi Jews and sufganiyot 

(jelly donuts) for Sephardic Jews. During Hanukkah, 

an additional prayer, Al Hanisim (ñfor the 

miraclesò), which expresses thanks to God for the 

Jewsô miraculous deliverance, is added to the Birkat 

Hamazon (Grace after Meals) and the Amidah 

(standing or silent prayer). 

 Jewish law prohibits work for one hour after 

candle lighting. This time period is traditionally used 

for ñfamily learning,ò specifically to teach children 

about Hanukkah through study and discussion.  

Families also use the period after candle lighting for 

games, singing and gift-giving. 
 

 A favorite Hanukkah activity is a gambling game 

played with a four-sided spinning top known in 

Yiddish as a dreidel (sevivon in Hebrew). Legend 

attributes this custom to Jews during the time of the 

Hanukkah story who would grab a dreidel and start 

to play if Syrian soldiers entered the house during 

Torah study or prayer. In truth, the custom is 

probably a much later one. In the Diaspora, four 

Hebrew letters ð nun, gimel, hey, and shin ð adorn 

the sides of the dreidel; they represent the words nes 

gadol hayah sham, meaning ña great miracle 

happened there.ò In Israel, the last letter is changed 

to a peh, representing the word po, ñhere,ò with the 

resulting declaration, ña great miracle happened 

here.ò 

 Hanukkah is also a time of joyous singing of 

traditional Ashkenazic and Sephardic songs, as well 

as more recent songs composed in the United States, 

Israel, and elsewhere. Some families enjoy 

decorating their homes for Hanukkah. 
 

 With the proximity of Christmas, Hanukkah has 

emerged in the United States as a central gift-giving 

time for Jews, although in Europe the tradition had 

been to give children only raisins, nuts, and small 

amounts of Hanukkah gelt (ñmoneyò). Today, gelt 

usually refers to chocolate coins, which are often 

used as ante for the dreidel pot (if theyôre not 

gobbled up first). 
 

 Today some Jews advocate giving children gifts 

on Purim instead of Hanukkah, because the scroll of 

Esther actually mandates that Purim be celebrated 

with mishloah manot, ñthe giving of giftsò (although 

these are traditionally gifts of food), and matanot 

lôevyonim, ñgifts for the poor.ò 

https://illinoismasonicregalia.com/
https://www.foodandwine.com/holidays-events/hanukkah/hanukkah
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/how-to-play-dreidel/
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 At the Stated Assembly of Centralia Council No. 

34, Royal and Select Masters, held on November 25, 

2024, MIC Matthew D. Ruth, Grand Master of the 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of 

Missouri made his official visit.  
 

 Centralia Council Number 34, also recognized its 

Past Masters, its members with 25 years of service or 

longer, and its Veterans. The Grand Master with the 

assistance of MIC Kevin B. Sample, Grand Marshal, 

presented Veteran's Service Medals and Certificates, 

as well as Certificates for 25 years of service.  
 

 Family members and visitors were welcome for 

the ceremonial portion of the evening, and enjoyed a 

nice dinner prior to the event.  

 A group of companions gathered on November 

26th, to purchase donations for the Phoenix Family, 

in support of the 903 Harrison York Rite Masons' 

annual Holiday charity event. This will provide ten 

families with enough food donations for a satisfying 

Thanksgiving dinner, plus a little more for later.  

Picture Thisé.. 

https://www.facebook.com/MOYorkRite/
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Liberty Commandery Number 6, and Palestine 

Commandery Number 17 presented the flags at the 

opening of the Ararat Shrine Circus, Independence. 

 

York Rite Conference ï Region 1 

Hosted by the York Rite Bodies of Shelbina 
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