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Greetings, Companions! 
 

Time flies when you are having fun! It does not seem possible that the Capitular year is already half over. 
I have really enjoyed getting to visit several Chapters over the last few months, with several more visits 
planned in the coming weeks. I am also looking forward to getting to visit our neighboring Grand Chapters in 
the next few months.  
 

As we prepare to welcome the holiday season, I am always struck by the blessings I have seen in my life 
during the previous twelve months. The same is true this year. I am blessed to have wonderful friends and 
family, a wonderful, supportive partner, a job I enjoy, and the company of my Companions in Springfield 
Chapter Number 15. I also consider myself particularly blessed to be able to serve the Grand Chapter as 
Grand High Priest this year. Thank you, Companions, from the bottom of my heart, for the care, support, and 
friendship you have shown me and the Grand Officers this year.  
 

The holiday season is often filled with gifts. Beyond presents wrapped and exchanged, our lives are filled 
with the gifts of time, love, and attention, freely given and received by those who we love and with whom 
spend our precious time and money. Thank you, Companions, for the gifts you give in supporting Royal Arch 
Research Assistance. I know there are Table Chapters being planned, donations being sent with annual dues 
payments, and donations provided in the sale of my coins this year. The work we do in supporting RARA is 
so important, and I continue to be amazed by the many gifts our Companions contribute.  
 

I hope you all have a wonderful holiday season. Regardless of which holiday(s) you celebrate, I hope you 
have a wonderful holiday season, filled with friends, family, food, fellowship, and the joy and magic of the 
holiday season. As you consider planning your New Yearôs Resolutions, I hope you will continue your 
support of RARA and consider giving a little bit more this year to push our impact just a bit further. I hope 
that you will continue working to learn our ritual, whether you are a new member, a new officer, or simply 
want to learn a new part in a degree. I hope you will maintain your relationships with your Companions and 
continue to deepen those connections in 2026. 
 

On behalf of myself and my partner, Cecily, Iôd like to wish each of you a Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hannukah, Happy Kwanzaa, and a Happy Festivus (If you know what I mean). Take care of yourselves and 
each other, Companions, and I look forward to seeing you in 2026! Be Excellent to Each Other! 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Kevin Ritter 
Grand High Priest 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/


 п 

 

Happy Holidays Companions,  
 

 As the Christmas season draws near, I begin to reflect on the many blessings I have received so far this 

year. In these moments, I reflect on all the Councils I have visited and the new friends I have made. This 

excites me and I am looking forward to the future journeys my position affords me. One thing about being 

Grand Master is that you may have everything planned out at the beginning of your term, and then something 

comes up and it changes the momentum of your tenure. As a leader, you cannot anticipate this, but you must 

be able to adapt to the unexpected and make it part of your journey. These challenges are part of what makes 

this such a wonderful position in our fraternity. You all have given me such treasured memories that I will 

cherish forever. Thank you my Companions.  
 

 I began this month by visiting Centralia Council Number 34. After a fantastic dinner, I was given the 

honor of presenting Companion Charles A. Groose with his50-year pin and MIC Kevin B. Sample with his 40

-year pin. As I traveled on in my travels, I arrived in Sikeston, Missouri, where I was lucky enough to be 

present as MWBro Bryson award Companion Ron Galemore with his 50-year Blue Lodge pin. Wow, these 

journeys and seeing MWBro Bryson brings to mind how amazing our Grand Lodge officers truly are. As they 

are constantly on the move throughout this great state and beyond.  
 

 Yet, as my travels continue to pick up this year comes quicker and quicker to a close. As we close out 

2025, let us continue to look forward into the new year. On March the 7th, we will host the Grand Masterôs 

Chapter Day in Jefferson City. Following that, on March the 28th, we will honor the Grand Master of the 

Grand Lodge with his own Cryptic Day Class in Columbia, Missouri. Companions, we need to keep focused 

as we move forward into the future and keep in mind the continued growth of our great fraternity. It is because 

of you all that makes Freemasonry, Cryptic Masonry in my mind, the greatest fraternity in this world.   
  

 Everyone, Debbie and I want to wish you all a very Merry Christmas. Remembering that while you 

celebrate this wonderful time of year, let us not forget the true reason for this season.  
 

Luke 2 VS 14 
 

Fraternally Yours,  
 

MIC Dennis W. Houck 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

 On behalf of all of the Grand Officers and myself, we wish for all Sir Knights in the Grand Commandery 

of Missouri a safe, warm, and very Merry Christmas this year. 
 

The True Meaning of Christmas 

A Celebration of Faith 
 

 As twinkling lights glow in windows and the sound of carols drift through the crisp winter air, the season 

wraps around us like a warm blanket. But beyond the beauty and the bustle lies a quiet invitation - to 

remember why we celebrate Christmas at all. At its heart, Christmas is a story of faith. It is the story of a 

young mother, Mary, who trusted in God's plan. It is the story of Joseph who chose courage over fear. It is the 

story of shepherds who followed the call of the Angels. And, most importantly, it is the story of a baby born 

in a humble stable who would become the Savior of the world. 
 

 The birth of Jesus Christ is more than a moment in history - it is a reminder of hope fulfilled, promises 

kept, and love given freely. In the stillness of that Holy Night in Bethlehem, Heaven touched Earth. And, 

through that tiny child, the world received its greatest gift. For many, Christmas faith is woven through family 

traditions: lighting Advent candles, reading the Nativity story by a glowing fire, or singing hymns that echo 

through candlelit Chapels. These moments bring warmth not just to our homes, but to our hearts. Even in 

times of hardship or loneliness, Christmas shines with the comforting truth that we are never alone. God is 

with us - Emmanuel. That simple truth can carry us through the darkest nights with light that never fades. 
 

 So, as we gather, give, and celebrate, may we also pause. Let our hearts be still and open to the miracle of 

faith. May we welcome the Christ child anew and carry His love into the world around us. Wishing you 

peace, joy, and love this Christmas season. May your days be filled with warmth, laughter, and the company 

of family and friends. As we celebrate this special time of year, let us also remember the true spirit of 

Christmas - love, giving, and gratitude. 
 

Festively and Fraternally Yours, 
 

SK Ronald L. Skiles 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

 

vX sėđÎċâ YɊ vĉúċæĩ 
súò÷į 7Đúđæđį BĦÎđâ -ėĐĐÎđâæĦ 
ėñ į÷æ BĦÎđâ -ėĐĐÎđâæĦŖ ėñ Xđúò÷įĩ
}æĐģċÎĦ ėñ į÷æ vįÎįæ ėñ ^úĩĩėĲĦú 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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'Twas the Night before Christmas, and down at the 
Lodge.  
Not a gavel was stirring, and in the hodge-podge 
 

Of aprons and jewels and chairs East and West 
you could savor the silence, most gladly divest 
 

All metal and mineral, it mattered not, 
since Christmas was nigh and the coals were still hot 
 

In the hearth of your homestead, all Masons abed, 
as visions of trestle boards danced in their head; 
 

When up on the roof there arose such a clatter, 
Our Tiler jumped up to see what was the matter! 
 

He picked up his sword and ran fast to the door, 
three knocks shook the panels - he wondered 'What 
for?' 
 

He answered the knocking with, raps of his own, 
and once the door opened he saw, with a moan 
 

Of delight it was Santa, all jolly and red 
Except for one notable feature Instead! 
 

Upon his large finger lie wore what we knew 
was compass and square on a background of blue! 
 

'Why Santa!' he shouted and lowered his blade 
'I see you're a Mason!' the Tiler relayed. 
 

He looked toward the Master's most dignified chair 
and said, voice near trembling, 'Most Worshipful 
there 
 

Is a Gentleman properly clothed at the gate!' 
The Master replied, 'Let's allow him - but wait! 
 

You tell me a Gentleman, but I don't see 
His Apron beneath that red suit, can it be 
 

Our visitor hasn't been properly raised? 
Must we offer a test that is suitably phrased? 
 

'I do beg your pardon,' old' Santa said quick 
As he pulled up his coat and displayed not a stick 
 

But a cane with, engraving, two balls did appear 
and oh, what an apron, he wore and held dear! 
 

Adorned like the Master' complete with a sign 

Of "Lodge Number One, the North Pole" on one 
line! 
 
"Now let man enter," the Master declared, and once 
in the Lodge room the Brethren all stared, 
 

For Santa was wearing a jewel not seen 
for many a century - there in between 
 

The fur of his coat and the splendid red collar 
gleamed two golden reindeer that shone like a dollar! 
 

"It's Donner and Blitzen, who, I must confess 
Are actually images brought from the West 
 

By my Warden, a craftsman like none in the world!" 
And with a great laugh from his bag he unfurled 
 

An ear of fine corn and some oil from the east, 
"My friend I have plenty, tonight we will feast 
 

On all that is good! We are Masons, kind sir!" 
A murmur went throughout the Lodge, quite a stir, 
 

As presents and promises flew from his sack 
This Santa, a Mason, showed he had a knack 
 

For making this Christmas the best you could glean, 
And soon even Deacons were laughing, they'd seen 
 

On this very night only happiness reigned! 
This jolly Saint Nicholas quickly explained 
 

That only a Mason could be so inclined 
to make all kids happy, make all people find 
 

A Christmas so special, yes, Santa was right! 
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 Hanukkah is a joyous Jewish festival also known 
as the Festival of Lights. It commemorates the 164 
BCE dedication of the Second Temple in Jerusalem 
at the time of the Maccabean Revolt against the 
Seleucid Empire.  
 

 Central to the celebration of Hanukkah is the 
lighting of the Hanukkah Menorah (Hanukiah).  
According to Jewish tradition, when the Maccabees 
reclaimed the Temple in Jerusalem they found only 
enough intact oil to light the holy seven-branched 
Menorah for one day.  However, the oil miraculously 
lasted for eight days (the amount of time need to 
produce more).  For many these candles have come 
to represent the triumph of good over evil, light 
overcoming darkness. 
 

Masonic Connections 
 

 First, ñlightò is very important in Freemasonry.  
Three times during our ceremonies a Freemason is 
asked what he most desires and he answers ñlightò, 
ñmore lightò and again ñmore lightò.  Secondly, the 
temple that is retaken by the Maccabees is the 
Second Temple.  It is the rebuilding of this Temple 
that forms the basis of two of the degrees of the 
Scottish Rite.   It occurred about 597 BCE after the 

Babylonians were overthrown by the Persians.  
Finally, the Hellenistic Period during which this 
revolt took place was a time that gave us Euclid and 
the great Greek philosophers.  It lasted from about 
323 BCE  to 31 BCE at which point the Roman 
Empire dominated. 
 

The Hellenistic Period 
 

 What is known as the Hellenistic Period began 
with the death of Alexander the Great and lasted 
until the last remnants of Greek rule fell to the 
Romans.  When Alexander the Great died, there was 
a period of warfare between his generals over what 
was the Great Macedonian Empire.  General 
Seleucus eventually gained control of the eastern 
portion of the empire, including what is now Israel. 
 

The initial period 
 

 For the first 150 years of this period, the Jewish 
people thrived.  The Greeks were more interested in 
cultural assimilation than military domination.  The 
great library at Alexandria was formed as a center of 
learning.  The Greek language became the language 
of trade and intellectual pursuits.  We see this in the 
translation of the Hebrew scriptures into the 

.ȅ !ǾŀƴǝǇǳǘǊŀт - hǿƴ ǿƻǊƪΣ // .¸-{! пΦлΣ ƘǧǇǎΥκκŎƻƳƳƻƴǎΦǿƛƪƛƳŜŘƛŀΦƻǊƎκǿκƛƴŘŜȄΦǇƘǇΚ

https://masonicmentor.com/hanukkah-light-overcoming-darkness/
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Septuagint during the second and third centuries 
BCE. 

 

Antiochus IV 
 Antiochus IV became the ruler in 175 BCE and 
began to very aggressively destroy the Jewish 
culture and religion.  He turned the Temple in 
Jerusalem into one for the worship of Zeus in 167 
BCE.  This triggered the Maccabean revolt.  In 164 
BCE the Temple was captured by the Maccabees and 
rededicated to the worship of God.  Hanukkah means 
ñdedicationò and it is that re-dedication that is 
celebrated.  Antiochus IV died in that same year. 

 The strains created by the Hellenistic influences 
continued, but the Jewish religion remained intact 
with worship centered on the Temple.  Roman rule 
eventually replaced the last traces of the Hellenistic 
period in 31 BCE. 

wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ !ƭŜȄŀƴŘƛŀ 
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Region 6 Commandery Christmas Celebration with 
approx. 55 guests greeting Excelsior Chapter of 
DeMolay, Jackson Bethel Jobs Daughters, and 
F&AM PHA. A great meal and a great time was had 
by all.  
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KILWINNING COUNCIL NO. 19  

ALLIED MASONIC DEGREES  

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS  
 

 We are pleased to introduce the 2026 officers of 
Kilwinning Council Number 19. This years officer 
line is as follows: 
 

Sovereign Master ï Martin Mauldin 
Senior Warden ï Doug McDonald  
Senior Deacon ï Brad Fowler 
Junior Warden ï Steven Bright  
Junior Deacon ï Will Jennens 
Treasurer ï Stanton T. Brown II  
Chaplain ï Mark Schroer 
Secretary ï Lloyd G. Lyon  
Tyler ï Joe Wasson 
 

Our Installing Officers: 
 

Installing Master ï Ven. Bro. Lloyd G Lyon 
Installing Marshal ï Ven. Bro. Donald E. Gilkerson 
Installing Chaplain ï Ven. Bro. David B. Brown 
Installing Senior Warden ï Ven. Bro. Frank Abshier 

l. to r. Donald E. Gilkerson-Installing Marshal, Brad 
Fowler-Senor Deacon, Doug McDonald, 
Lloyd G Lyon-Secretary (Installing Master), Martin 
Mauldin-2026 Sovereign Master, Frank Abshier- 
Immediate Past Sovereign Master, Steven Bright-
Junior Warden, Will Jennens-Junior Deacon. 

L to r: Installing Marshal ï Ven. Bro. Donald E. 
Gilkerson, Installing Sovereign Master ï 
Ven. Bro. Lloyd G Lyon, 2026 Sovereign Master 
Martin Mauldin, Installing Chaplain ï 
Ven. Bro. David B. Brown, Installing Senior Warden 
ï Ven. Bro. Frank Abshier 
 

 Congratulations to all the Kilwinning Council 
Number 19 officers and members on a wonderful 
installation. May you all have a wonderful year.  
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 Kwanzaa is an annual African American and pan
-African cultural celebration held from December 26 
to January 1. It is not a religious holiday, but a 
cultural one that celebrates African heritage, 
community, and unity.  

Key Aspects of Kwanzaa 
 

 Meaning: The name Kwanzaa is derived from 
the Swahili phrase matunda ya kwanza, which means 
"first fruits". 
 

 Origin: It was created in 1966 by Dr. Maulana 
Karenga in the aftermath of the Watts riots as a way 
to provide African Americans an opportunity to 
celebrate their own history and culture. 
 

 Principles (Nguzo Saba): The celebration focuses 
on Seven Principles, with one discussed each day. 
These principles are values that reinforce community 
among African-Americans: 
 

1. Umoja (Unity) 
 

2. Kujichagulia (Self-Determination) 
 

3. Ujima (Collective Work and Responsibility) 
 

4. Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics) 
 

5. Nia (Purpose) 
 

6. Kuumba (Creativity) 
 

7. Imani (Faith) 
 

 Symbols and Rituals: Families often decorate 
with the Pan-African colors of black, red, and green, 
and use several key symbols, including a Kinara 
(candle holder), Mkeka (mat), and Muhindi (corn to 
represent children). A candle is lit on the Kinara 
each night to represent the daily principle. 
 

 Celebration: Celebrations can include songs, 
dances, storytelling, poetry reading, and a large 
traditional feast called Karamu held on December 
31. 
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Capitular Education 2025-2026 
Greg Walker, Chairman 

Committee: 
REC Donald MacCormick, VEC Lloyd Lyon, VEC Nick Young, 

VEC Doug Rose, VEC James Bell 
 

Companions all, 
 

 Winter officially starts December 21 or 22 depending on where you are located - The Winter Solstice. But 
it seems the winter weather has arrived in Missouri far sooner than the date. We are already seeing 
cancellations of Masonic events due to inclement weather. While we do not like the extra work of rescheduling 
a degree or meeting, sometimes it is in the best interest of all involved to err on the side of safety and caution. 
We hope that you can get your Chapter degree work completed as scheduled and you continue to teach the 
new members all about Capitular Masonry. 
 

 This monthôs reading begins a study of the Most Excellent Master degree. For anyone who has attended a 
Grand Masterôs Royal Arch Class, you have witnessed some of the best ritual from across the state, but 
particularly one of the best renditions of King Solomon at the dedication of the temple by VEC Miles Lansing. 
Itôs always a pleasure to watch ritual being performed with passion as well as precision. 
 

Grand Chapter Capitular Education Series - December 2025 
Most Excellent Master 

 

 The Most Excellent Master degree is, in reality, the culmination of the degrees of EA, FC, Mark Master, 
Select Master, Royal Master, and Master Mason. 
 

 If you follow this timeline, the MEM Degree is the 7th degree in York Rite Masonry. And, fittingly, it is 
the completion of the Temple degree which is then followed by rest, or the Sabbath, the 7th Day. I would be 
interested in having a discussion with our Ritual Committee regarding the last section of the reading for this 
month! It seems like a logical ceremony to include in our degree. There is also a nice shout-out to our 
Companions in Kansas City in the ñBrief Historyò section of this reading. For this month you will read and 
discuss the following sections: 
 

ǒ Brief History 
ǒ Purpose of the Degree 
ǒ The Six Circumambulations 
ǒ The Obligation, Penalty, Grip and Word 
ǒ The Completion of the Temple 
ǒ Removal of the Aprons 

 

***************************************************************************************** 
Our education series will follow this schedule: 
 

1. December 2025: Most Excellent Master Degree 
2. January 2026: Most Excellent Master Degree, completion including quiz and open-ended question 
3. February 2026: Royal Arch Degree 
4. March 2026: Royal Arch Degree, continues 
5. April 2026: Royal Arch Degree, continues 
6. May 2026: Royal Arch Degree, completion including quiz and open-ended question 
7. June 2026: Wrap up of education for the year and a short expose on a passage of scripture from the Royal 
Arch Degree ritual from the role of Jeshua, the High Priest. 

 

 This schedule may not fit all Chapters perfectly, but it is suggested that your members come prepared with 
a copy of The Beacon in hand, print or digital, to your meetings so that they may take part in the group 
readings and discussion that follows. 
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Merry Christmas from Missouri Shriners  

Merry  Christmas  

https://www.shrinersinternational.org/en/join-shriners

