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 As we move through the month of February, we can see that RED is an important color associated to the 

month. So, let us put on something RED and visit a Lodge or Chapter. Letôs share some fun facts and 

fellowship about the RED of the Royal Arch and RARA. 
 

 The crunch is on across this Great State of Missouri to continue the Red Jacket Blitzes. Letôs pull our 

interested candidates together to complete the Mark Master and Past Masterôs degrees prior to the Annual 

Grand Masterôs class, which will be held in Jefferson City, on Saturday, March the 1st. 
 

 We all know that February is the shortest month of the year. That and due to the changing weather and 

increased daylight, makes one long for the warmer days of spring. If the cold weather has you bunker down 

into your houses, try using this time wisely by writing and submitting an article for the Beacon Magazine. 

That wisdom and knowledge that is shared in a story can benefit our companions and the craft greatly. If 

writing isnôt your style, may I suggest a good book or learning a new part in our ritual. Both will greatly assist 

your Chapter and Companions. Knowledge and wisdom should be shared to help improve the human 

condition.  
 

 February can be seen as the month of love. It is a special month to many people. A big RED HEART 

comes to mind when we think of this month. It reminds us of the love that we have for those special people in 

our lives. 
 

 With all the things RED, we have Hearts, Roses, Dresses, Hats, etc. RED is a prominent color the month. 

In your travels, I hope that you have seen plenty of RED Jackets, which remind us of the fervency (glow) and 

zeal (enthusiasm) which should actuate all Royal Arch Masons. Traveling gives one the opportunity to share 

oneôs story, which should come from the heart. This is what being a Royal Arch Mason should mean to one 

and all. 

¶ Romans 12:10-11 NIV- Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be 

lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 
 

¶ Titus 2:14 KJV- Who gave himself for us that, he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 

himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
 

¶ Isaiah 1:18 KJV- Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, 

they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 
 

 In the scriptures above, we are taught to walk the path and learn from what has been prepared for us many 

years ago by our God, the one who truly loves each and every one of us. 
 

 Additionally, please take the time to PRAY, STUDY, MENTOR, and SERVE because WE ARE ALL IN 

THIS TOGETHER, and always remember that when you look in the mirror to say, IF IT IS TO BE, IT IS UP 

TO ME. 
 

 Finally, please think of ways to get those earbuds and microphones into your local schools. So that one day 

all children may hear the lessons that their teachers teach and know that you are responsible for giving a child 

that opportunity to learn along with their fellow classmates. 
 

Happy Valentineôs Day all, 
 

MEC Michael Dodd 

A Message from the Grand High Priest 
 

MEC Michael L. Dodd 
 

Grand High Priest  

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Matthew D. Ruth  

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

 As the chill of winter fades and the warmth of spring begins to spread across the land, a quiet renewal takes 

placeðnot just in nature, but in the hearts and minds of those who walk the path of the Cryptic Mason. Spring, 

with its promise of growth and transformation, serves as a symbolic reminder of the endless cycle of life, death, 

and rebirth that is so deeply woven into the fabric of Masonic philosophy. 
 

 Just like Spring, we are about to emerge from our winter slumber to celebrate one of the most enjoyable times 

of the year. The next 3 months is one of my favorite parts of the Grand York Rite year, and it will go fast! 
 

 We kick off with the Grand Masterôs Royal Arch Class March 1st, MPC Bill Snyderôs visit and reception at 

KC 45 March 3rd. Kirksville table council March 8th, Grand Masterôs Cryptic Day March 22nd with MWB Fuller 

being a candidate and the Purple Gala March 29th at 903 Harrison to cap off the month. 
 

 April will see the Templar Crusade and Statewide drill competition as well as the Region 2 table council which 

is always a blast. 
 

 In May we will host our 2nd Annual Regional officer training workshop as well as visit some youth group 

conventions where we will be able to significantly increase our donations thanks to the money raised during our 

social media campaign last month celebrating Bruce Harmon Huntôs birthday. 
 

 With all that fun, let us not forget that we still have work to do. The Penny Wars will run thru March 31st with 

final totals reported to declare the winner, remember all the money raised will go to our yearly total for CMMRF. 

Itôs gonna be a record breaking year. Also, Donôt forget to complete your Council Merit Award, this yearôs form is 

brand new with revamped scoring and endless points possible. Who will amass the most points 

and take home the trophy? 
 

 In closing, I leave you with the words of Charles Mead in a reminder that ultimately our work is never truly 

finished...... 
 

Can you say tonight in parting 

with the day thatôs slipping past, 

That you helped a single brother 

of the many that you passed? 
 

Is a single heart rejoicing 

Over what you did and said? 

Does the man whose hopes where fading, 

Now with courage look ahead? 
 

Did you waste the day or lose it, 

Was it well or poorly spent? 

Did you leave a trail of kindness, 

Or a scar of discontent? 

As you close your eyes in slumber, 

Do you think God will say, 

You have earned one more tomorrow, 

By the work you did today 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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Message from the Grand Commander 
 

SK Bobbie E. White  

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

 Happy Valentines Day to all and may you and your families have a wonderful day. Once again, it is Febru-

ary and the time of sweethearts. Yet, love is not the only thing that February has to offer. This month we start-

ed off with several wonderful meetings in a variety of Masonic bodies, with excellent education, and fellow-

ship that is once again only offset by the upcoming snow and the downturn of the thermometer to a return to 

the bitter cold of winter. 
 

 After the last snow was cleared away, we were able to attend several wonderfully planned meetings. How-

ever, the weathermen are now threatening to hamper our travels once again. Yet, like the mail service, ñNeither 

snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night stays these couriers from the swift completion of their appointed 

rounds,ò we will also fight the hardship of the elements to ensure that we make it to your conclaves. We are 

looking forward to sharing the warmth of everyoneôs hospitality and comradeship as we continue our journey 

through this great state of Missouri.   
 

 Yet, through it all, we ask that you do not forget the several opportunities that the upcoming conclaves of 

our commanderies offer in March and April. It is through travel, that one broadens their minds and friendships. 

To assist our Sir Knights in their operations and conferring of the degrees to our new members. So as our fra-

ternity continues to grow, do not forget to lead those who are desirous of our cause to a place within our partic-

ular branch of Freemasonry. However, be careful to take the time to find those good men in which to share our 

fraternity with. 
 

 Even though the majority of our Masonic year is coming to an end, I am still hoping we will have time for 

some good fun before it is over. Remember, we have recently instituted a Class D Drill team which only re-

quires five (5) men. So, every Commandery should be able to pull a team together for our floor competition 

that will occur on April the 19th, in Columbia, Missouri. Additionally, I am hopeful that you all will open up 

your Easter Observances to a family setting so that you may enjoy the season with family and friends. Last 

year, I had a great time sharing the season with the Ascalon/Ivanhoe Commandries at their Palm Sunday Grand 

Commanders Breakfast and Observance. It was a really wonderful way to have our families involved and that 

they may see that we are Christian Masons. 
 

 As I have been sharing, my theme this year is, ñBlessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the 

children of God,ò this is from Matthew 5:9. We need to remember we are a representation of those whose mis-

sion was to keep the peace for pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land. However, today we need to reexamine 

those needs to add to our mission that of keeping the peace at our meetings and our lives, remembering that 

arguments get us nowhere, but good discussions may be fruitful. Remember the words of my good friend Mike 

Dodd ñWe are all in this togetherò so letôs strive to see who can best work and who can best agree. 
 

 Lastly the sale of my coins will be used to support the Coyote Hills Foster Care Ministries. We took an 

oath to defend the helpless orphans so that is my goal this year. I was a Law Enforcement Officer for 43 years, 

and one of the hardest things we had to do was send children to foster care. Especially with large families, as 

they were split up, and sometimes the siblings would never see each other again. Coyote Hills doesnôt do that, 

and they take in families of all sizes so please join me in the support of this great cause. 
 

 Please feel free to contact me or one of my aides if you have questions, ideas or an invitation. I look for-

ward to greeting you whenever and wherever I can. 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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 Abraham Lincoln, the sixteenth president of the 

United States of America, was born on February 12, 

1809, in a log cabin on the Sinking Springs Farm 

near Hodgenville, Kentucky. Lincoln has always 

been one of my favorite characters in the history of 

our great country. 
 

 I spent the years of my youth in Oklahoma City 

where my father worked for a company that required 

some occasional travel in the fulfillment of his 

duties. When he returned from some of the more 

lengthy trips he would often bring his children a 

small gift. In my case it was usually a book that 

would be quite readable for a junior high boy. One of 

those books was a biography of Abe Lincoln. 
 

 One of the episodes in that book tells of a time 

when young Lincoln was visiting New Orleans with 

a friend. In their walk through a market district they 

came upon a slave auction. The two men stood 

watching it for few minutes. Then Lincoln turned 

and quickly walked away. His day was over as 

quickly he walked in silence back to the place where 

they were residing. He was greatly offended by what 

he had witnessed. The idea of human beings being 

sold like cattle was against all that he had ever been 

taught about decency and honorable living. 
 

 At the reading of this chapter I was left with the 

impression that Lincoln had for the first time been 

introduced to the issue of slavery in America. Of 

course by this time in life he was aware of the great 

controversy that was raging in the nation over the 

legitimacy of the institution that was so great in the 

states allowing it. His parents, Tom and Nancy 

Lincoln had reared him to believe that this institution 

was outside of the perfect will of God. They were 

both members of the Separate Baptist Church where 

a majority of the membership was opposed to 

slavery. 
 

 The War Between the States broke out shortly 

after he was elected to be the President of the 

Union in 1860. The outcome of this Civil War was 

that the northern non-slave states had defeated those 

of the south making slavery as a legal institution 

illegal in the United States of America. 
 

 Slavery was not the only issue at the causation of 

the war but its elimination was a major outcome. 

Lincoln was not the only player in its destruction but 

he was a major actor in its elimination. However, 

human trafficking is still a large problem in the 

world, including our own country. Freemasons 

believe in the free will of all people to control their 

own destinies and should be on the alert to combat 

the evils of this new form of slavery. 
 

PRAYER: Supreme Architect, you have made 

justice to prevail in our land. May we as your people 

be like minded and see the equality of all human 

beings as our equals regardless of our differences in 

race or opinions of life issues. This we pray in the 

name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen. 

Abraham Lincoln, on his Birthday, February 12, 1809 
By: SK John Welch, Assistant Prelate 

Grand York Rite Commandery, West Missouri 

https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/abraham-lincoln
https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/abraham-lincoln
https://www.whitehousehistory.org/bios/abraham-lincoln
https://presidentlincoln.illinois.gov/
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 This article is adapted from Arturo de Hoyos, ñA 

Brief History of Freemasonry and the Origins of the 

Scottish Rite,ò Scottish Rite Ritual Monitor and 

Guide (2010), 77ï111. 
 

High Degrees before 1801 
 

 On June 24, 1717, four London lodges assembled 

at the Goose and Gridiron Ale House and 

institutionalized non-operative Freemasonry when 

they established the Grand Lodge of England and 

elected its first Grand Master. The original record, if 

there was one, cannot be found, but was 

reconstructed and published by Rev.James Anderson 

in his New Book of Constitutions (1738): 
 

¶ Accordingly on St John Baptistôs Day, in the 3rd 

year of King George I. A.D. 1717, the 

ASSEMBLY and Feast of the Free and accepted 

Masons was held at the foresaid Goose and 

Gridiron Alehouse. 

¶ Before Dinner, the oldest Master Mason (now 

the Master of a Lodge) in the Chair, proposed a 

List of proper Candidates; and the Brethren by a 

majority of Hands elected Mr. Anthony Sayer, 

Gentleman, Grand Master of Masons. . . . 
 

  It should be recalled that when the premiere grand 

lodge was formed, there were still only two degrees: 

Entered Apprentice and Fellow Craft. In the 

Edinburgh Register House Ms (1696) the ñpoints of 

fellowshipò were a reference to the Fellow Craft, 

who received two words taken from 1 Kings 7:21 

and 2 Chronicles 3:17. Yet other early documents 

include hints of a separate higher honor bestowed 

even before the creation of the grand lodge. It 

included a unique word that was given to the Masters 

(senior Fellow Crafts) and was associated with the 

ritual embrace.The Sloane Ms 3329 also describes 

the ñMasterôs gripò given with the embrace: 
 

¶ Their Masters gripe is grasping their right hands 

in each other placing their four fingerôs nails 

hard upon the Carpus or end of others wrists and 

the thumb nailes thrust hard directly between the 

second Joynt of the thumb and the third Joynt of 

the first ffinger but some say the masters grip is 

the same I last described only each of their 

middle ffingers must reach an inch or three barly 

corns Length higher to touch upon a vein yt 

comes from the heart. 
 

 A remarkable transformation occurred a few 

years later when a separation of the ritual esotery of 

the senior Fellow Craftôs honor was used to help 

create the first ñhigh degreeòðthe Master Masonôs 

Degree. ñBy November, 1725, there was in existence 

a new degree, a degree intermediate between the 

Acceptance and the Masterôs Part, and it was known 

as the Fellow-Craft.ò Thus, we also read of the 

earliest known conferral of this new high degree, just 

eight years after the formation of the premiere grand 

lodge when, on May 12, 1725, Bro. Charles Cotton 

received the Master Masonôs Degree. The identity of 

the authors of the new ritual is not known, nor 

precisely how the transformation occurred. However, 

we may compare the creation of the Master Masonôs 

Degree with that of the ñvirtualò Past Masterôs 

Degree (now part of American York Rite Masonry), 

which developed from the private installation of a 

Master of a Craft Lodge. Also called the ñInstalled 

Masterò Degree (or ceremonial), it is still performed 

in many jurisdictions. As a part of the ceremony the 

(Past) Master is ñregularly seatedò (installed) in a 

particular manner and given certain ñsecrets of the 

chair.ò Obviously, since relatively few Masons have 

the honor of presiding over a lodge, these secrets are 

withheld from many. However, the honor became a 

prerequisite to receiving the Royal Arch Degree. To 

accommodate this requirement, the installation 

ceremony and its secrets were transformed into a 

ñvirtualò Past Masterôs Degree. Similarly, the secrets 

associated with the honor of being a ñMaster 

Masonò (senior Fellow Craft) may have been 

converted and transformed into the Master Masonôs 

Degree. 
 

The High Degrees and ñScotch Masonsô Lodgesò 
 

 When we consider the creation of the Master 

Masonôs Degreeðthe first ñhigh degreeò added to 

History of the Scottish Rite 
https://scottishrite.org/about/history/ 

https://scottishrite.org/about/history/
https://scottishrite.org/
https://scottishritenmj.org/


 мл 

 Craft Masonryðit is a remarkable fact that high 

degree Masonry is virtually as old as Speculative 

Freemasonry itself. Other high degrees also 

followed quickly on the footsteps of the Master 

Masonôs Degree. As early as 1733 a reference to a 

ñScotch Masonsô Lodgeò appeared in a 

manuscript list of lodges by Dr. Richard 

Rawlinson, and the following year, it was again 

mentioned in a printed list of Masonic Bodies. 

The early designations ñScotts,ò ñScotch,ò and 

ñScottishò refer to a type of Masonry practiced, 

rather than referring to native Scotsmen. Thus, we 

read that from 1733ï40 the ñScotch Master 

Masonsò Degree was being conferred on ñnormalò 

Master Masons. For instance, on July 18, 1740, at 

the Lodge at the Rummer, Bristol, it was ñOrderôd 

& agreed That Bro. Tomson & Bro. Watts & any 

other member of this Lodge. that are already 

Master Masons may be made Scotch Master. . ..ò 

By 1734ï35 additional degrees were invented, 

two of which were the ñExcellent Masonò and 

ñGrand Mason.ò These early ñScottsò (or Scottish) 

Degrees are ancestors of the Scottish Rite in both 

name and tradition, and represent a type of 

Masonry almost as old as the Master Masonôs 

Degree. The tradition of ñScottsò (or Scottish) 

Masonry is the second oldest type of high degree 

Masonry known, even surpassing the antiquity of 

the Royal Arch Degree. 
 

French haut grades Masonry: Stephen Morin 

and the Order of the Royal Secret 
 

 If the high degrees originated in Britain, they 

flourished in France. In 1732, an English Lodge, 

appropriately named Loge LôAnglaise, was 

founded in Bordeaux, France. This lodge was later 

chartered by the English Modern Grand Lodge 

and still exists today. An early offshoot of Loge 

LôAnglaise was the Loge la Fran­aise which, as 

the name implies, was French. The latter lodge 

had a penchant for the so-called hauts grades 

(high degrees), then coming into vogue, and it 

founded Loge Parfaite Harmonie in 1743. £tienne 

(Stephen) Morin, who would become important in 

the history of high degree Masonry, was among 

the founders of Loge Parfaite Harmonie. The book 

Le Parfait Ma­on, published in 1744, has 

particular relevance to the development of high 

degree Freemasonry. In a section on the ñSecret of 

the Scottish Masonsò (Secret des ma­ons 

®cossaise), it introduces another direct ancestor of 

the high degrees, whose theme remains the basis 

for the Scottish Riteôs 15Á, Knight of the East, and 

16Á, Prince of Jerusalem: 
 

¶ It is said among the Masons, that there are still 

several degrees above that of the masters, of 

which I have just spoken; some say there are 

six in all, & others go up to seven. Those 

called Escossais [Scottish] Masons claim that 

they form the fourth grade. As this Masonry, 

different from the others in many ways, is 

beginning to become known in France, the 

Public will not be annoyed if I relate what I 

have read about it . . . which seems to give the 

Escossais a degree of superiority above the 

Apprentices, Fellows, & ordinary Masters. 
 

¶ Instead of weeping over the ruin of the temple 

of Solomon, as their brethren do, the Escossais 

are concerned with rebuilding it. Everyone 

knows that after seventy years of captivity in 

Babylon, the Great Cyrus permitted the 

Israelites to rebuild the temple & the City of 

Jerusalem; that Zerubabel, of the House of 

David, was appointed by him [Cyrus] the 

Chief & leader of that people for their return 

to the Holy City; that the first stone of the 

temple was laid during the reign of Cyrus, but 

that it was not completed until the sixth year 

of that of Darius, King of the Persians. 
 

¶ It is from this great event that the Escossais 

derive the epoch of their institution, & 

although they are later than the other Masons 

by several centuries, they consider themselves 

of a superior grade. 
 

  At this early period, the French Masonic 

strongholds were in Bordeaux and Paris. On 

August 27, 1761, the French Grand Lodge at Paris 

(the Grand and Sovereign Lodge of St. John of 

Jerusalem), acting with a body of the superior 

degrees (the Council of the Emperors of the East 

and West, Sovereign £cossais Mother Lodge), 

issued a patent to Morin as a Grand Inspector, 

ñauthorizing and empowering him to establish 
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perfect and sublime Masonry in all parts of the 

world.ò Around 1763, Morin created and 

promulgated a Masonic rite of 25 degrees which 

he called the ñOrder of the Royal Secretò or 

ñOrder of Prince of the Royal Secretò (sometimes 

mistakenly called the ñRite of Perfectionò). This 

order included many of the most popular degrees 

worked at the time. Although it was once 

commonly believed that the Council of the 

Emperors of the East and West created the Order 

of the Royal Secret, recent research suggests that 

Morin was personally responsible for its 

organization. There also is compelling evidence 

that, to bolster his authority, he created and 

backdated documents known as the Constitutions 

and Regulations of 1762ðan act that was not 

discovered for more than 220 years. About 1763, 

Morin introduced the Order of the Royal Secret to 

Kingston, Jamaica, and by 1764, high degrees 

were brought to North American soil, when they 

were established in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

About this time, Morin empowered an enthusiastic 

Dutch Mason, Henry Andrew Francken, to 

establish Masonic Bodies throughout the New 

World, including the United States. Francken soon 

sailed to New York, and in 1767, he began to 

confer the high degrees in Albany. Fortunately, he 

also transcribed several manuscript copies of the 

rituals of the Order of the Royal Secret, some of 

which survive today. These copies are known as 

the Francken Manuscripts. On December 6, 1768, 

Francken appointed Moses Michael Hays (or 

Hayes), of Dutch parentage, a Deputy Inspector 

General of the Rite, for the West Indies and North 

America. The Hays patent granted authority to 

confer all the Degrees of Morinôs Order of the 

Royal Secret.</> The following year, Francken 

returned to Jamaica, and by 1780, Hays 

immigrated to Newport, Rhode Island. In 1781, 

Hays traveled to Philadelphia, where he met with 

eight Brethren whom he appointed Deputy 

Inspectors General over given American States, 

with the exception of Samuel Myers, who 

presided over the Leeward Islands in the West 

Indies in the Caribbean. Barend Moses Spitzer, 

one of the Deputy Inspectors General, lived in 

Charleston, S.C., from 1770 to 1781 and moved to 

Philadelphia where he was appointed Deputy for 

Georgia and, after traveling briefly abroad, 

returned to Charleston by 1788. On April 2, 1795, 

Spitzer appointed the Irish-born John Mitchell, 

then living in Charleston, a Deputy Inspector 

General of the Order of the Royal Secret. Colonel 

Mitchell had served as Deputy Quartermaster 

General of the Continental Army, and was an 

acquaintance of George Washington. 
 

High Degrees after 1801 
 

Birth of the Scottish Rite: Charleston,  

May 31, 1801 
 

 On May 24, 1801, John Mitchell made the 

Reverend Frederick Dalcho (a Prussian, born in 

London) a Deputy Inspector General of the Order 

of the Royal Secret, and one week later, on May 

31, ñthe Supreme Council of the 33d Degree for 

the United States of America, was opened . . . 

agreeably to the Grand Constitutionsò in 

Charleston, South Carolina, with Col. Mitchell 

and Rev. Dalcho presiding. The Supreme Council 

was a superior system to Morinôs Order of the 

Royal Secret; it administered 33 degrees, 

including all 25 of Morinôs rite. The traditional 

authority of the Supreme Council stems from the 

ñGrand Constitution of the 33d degreeò (also 

Grand Constitutions of 1786), ostensibly ratified 

by Frederick II (ñthe Greatò), King of Prussia. The 

earliest known copy dates from about 1801ï02, 

and is written in Rev. Dalchoôs hand. Its 18 

articles are preceded by the title ñConstitution, 

Statutes, Regulations &c. for the Government of 

the Supreme Council of Inspectors General of the 

33rd and for the Government of all Councils 

under their Jurisdiction.ò The Circular throughout 

two Hemispheres, or ñ1802 Manifestoò (the first 

printed document issued by the Supreme Council), 

also asserted that Frederick the Great instigated its 

creation: 
 

¶ On the 1st of May, 5786 [1786], the Grand 

Constitution of the 33d degree, called the 

Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand 

Inspectors General, was finally ratified by his 

Majesty the King of Prussia, who as Grand 

Commander of the order of Prince of the 

Royal Secret, possessed the Sovereign 
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¶ Masonic power over all the Craft. In the new 

Constitution this high Power was conferred on a 

Supreme Council of nine Brethren in each 

Nation, who possess all the Masonic prerogatives 

in their own district, that this majesty 

individually possessed; and are Sovereigns of 

Masonry. 
 

 The involvement of Frederick II, King of 

Prussia, was repeated in the ñHistoryò which was 

delivered in the original 33Á ritual: 
 

¶ The Most Puissant Grand SovereignðGrand 

Master Commander in ChiefðSovereign of 

Sovereigns of the degree of Prince of the Royal 

Secret, was our Illustrious brother, Frederick the 

2:nd King of Prussia. He established this degree, 

in concert with our brother, his Serene Highness, 

Louis of Bourbon, Prince of the Blood Royal of 

France, and other Illustrious characters, who had 

received the degrees of K.H. and prince of the 

Royal Secret. . . . This new Degree he called 

ñSovereign Grand Inspectors General, or 

Supreme Council of the 33:rdò 
 

  Like Morinôs Constitutions and Regulations of 

1762, many modern Masonic historians view the 

Grand Constitutions of 1786 as ñtraditionalò rather 

than historical documents. After a detailed 

investigation into its possible origins, Albert Pike 

accepted the tradition regarding the kingôs 

involvement, and his reputed role in the creation of 

the Supreme Council, even though there was no 

direct evidence that he did so. Pike did argue 

correctly, however, that whatever the origin, the 

formal adoption of any law forms a legal basis for 

government. Modern opinion agrees with the latter 

and maintains that, at a minimum, the stories 

regarding the origins of the Constitutions of 1762 

and 1786 are akin to the legends preserved in the Old 

Charges, providing a traditional environment for the 

degrees, just as the Biblical account of King 

Solomonôs Temple forms the symbolic setting for 

Craft Freemasonryôs origins. 
 

Scope and authority of the early  

Supreme Council 
 

 The ñSupreme Council at Charleston,ò as it was 

sometimes called, was the first Supreme Council of 

the 33Á in the world. It continues to exist today as 

the Supreme Council, 33Á, Southern Jurisdiction, and 

its see remains in Charleston, although its residence 

was moved to Washington, D.C., about 1870, and it 

now sits at the House of the Temple. As the premiere 

Supreme Council, it naturally exercised authority 

over the entire country, and Col. Mitchell was 

referred to as ñGrand Commander in the U[nited]. 

States of America,ò as well as ñPresident of the 

Supreme Council of Masons of the United States.ò 

In its early days, the Supreme Council issued 

ñwarrants of Constitutionò to create Sublime Grand 

Lodges of Perfection (which administered the 4Áï

14Á), and Grand Councils of Princes of Jerusalem 

(administering the 15Áï16Á), but it did not involve 

itself directly in their government or administration. 

The Supreme Council only exercised direct control 

above the 16Á, Prince of Jerusalem. This was 

explained in the Circular throughout two 

Hemispheres as well as Dalchoôs manuscript copy of 

the Grand Constitutions of 1786: 
 

¶ [Article] 6th The power of the Supreme Council 

does not interfere with any degree below the 17th 

or Knights of the East and West. But every 

Council and Lodge of Perfect Masons are hereby 

required to acknowledge them in quality of 

inspectors General, and to receive them with the 

high honors to which they are entitled. 
 

  This limitation was repeated in the original 

manuscript ritual of the 33Á: 
 

¶ The King on the first of May 5786, formed and 

established the 33:rd Degree to give some 

elucidations of the K.H.ðThe King was 

conscious, that agreably [sic] to the common 

course of human nature, he could not live many 

years; & he conceived and executed the glorious 

design of investing the Sovereign Masonic 

power which he held, as Sovereign Grand 

Commander of the order of Prince of the Royal 

Secret ðin a Council of Grand Inspectors 

Generalðthat they might, after his decease, 

regulate, agreably [sic] to the Constitution and 

Statutes which he then formed, the government 

of the Craft in every degree, from the 17:th or 

Knights of the East & West inclusive, leaving the 

control over the symbolic Lodgeðthe Grand,  
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¶ Ineffable and Sublime Lodge of Perfect Masons, 

and the Knights of the East or swordð to the 

Grand Council of Princes of Jerusalem, whom he 

conceived to be justly entitled to that Honor and 

power. 
 

 According to the Circular throughout two 

Hemispheres, at the time of the Supreme Councilôs 

creation, the 30Á, 31Á, and 32Á collectively 

constituted the Degree of ñPrince of the Royal 

Secret, Prince of Masons.ò This means that only 15 

degrees were under direct control of the Supreme 

Council. The government of the entire system, from 

the 4Á, Secret Master, to the 32Á, Royal Secret, 

inclusive, was not assumed until after the revival of 

American Freemasonry in the 1840s, following the 

ñMorgan Affair.ò Although not previously exercised, 

the authority to govern the entire system resided with 

the officers of the Supreme Council, who were 

ñSovereigns of Masonry,ò and ñpossessed the 

Sovereign Masonic power over all the Craft.ò The 

high degrees often were referred to as the Ineffable 

and Sublime (or Superior) Degrees. In the earliest 

days of the Scottish Rite, the high degrees were 

conferred only on Past Masters, or virtual Past 

Masters, of Blue Lodges. Frederick Dalchoôs 4Á, 

Secret Master, ritual (dated 1801), noted, ñThe Blue 

Past Master or Candidate, must be examined in the 

Antechamber (by the Master of Ceremonies) in his 

three first degrees, and in the secrets of the Chairò; 

and the Circular throughout two Hemispheres 

explained that Sublime Masons ñcommunicate the 

secrets of the Chair to such applicants who have not 

already received it, previous to their initiation into 

the Sublime Lodge, but they are at the same time 

informed that it does not give them rank as Past 

Masters in the Grand Lodge.ò A similar requirement 

exists in the American York Rite, where candidates 

become virtual Past Masters prior to receiving the 

degree of Royal Arch Mason. In 1804, Alexandre-

Auguste de Grasse-Tilly, a member of the Supreme 

Council at Charleston, organized a Supreme Council 

for France. In an agreement made that year between 

this newly-created Supreme Council and the Grand 

Orient of France (which operated as a Grand Lodge), 

the title ñAncient and Accepted Scottish Riteò (Rite 

£cossais Ancien et Accept®) was used for the first 

time. Beginning with the administration of Grand 

Commander Albert Pike in 1859, the name came into 

general use in the Southern Jurisdiction.  
 

 If you wish to join the Scottish Rite, please 

contact one of the follow offices that are near you: 
 

Valley of Columbia 

James F. Kern, 32Ü KCCH, Executive Secretary 

33 Masonic Drive 

Columbia, MO 65202-6535 

Office: (573) 886-0687 or email 

Mobile: (573) 999-7993 
 

Valley of Joplin 

James K. Gilbert, 33Á, Executive Secretary 

505 Byers Ave. 

Joplin, MO 64801-2609 

Office: (417) 623-3219 
 

Valley of Kansas City 

Jeffrey Quibell 32Á, Executive Secretary 

1330 Linwood Blvd. 

Kansas City, MO 64109-1935 

Office: (816) 561-2277 or email 
 

Valley of St. Joseph 

Bobbie White, 33Ü, Executive Secretary 

515 N. 6th Street 

St. Joseph, MO 64501-1802 

Office: (816) 232-6741  
 

Valley of St. Louis 

Bret A. Akers, 33Á, Executive Secretary 

3633 Lindell Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63108-3301 

Office: (314) 533-7410 

 

https://www.mastermason.com/columbiasr/
mailto:scotrite@socket.net
https://www.valleyofjoplin.com/
https://www.valleyofjoplin.com/
https://www.srkc.org/
https://www.srkc.org/
mailto:jeff.quibell@cprosinc.com
https://www.scottishrite-stjo.org/
https://scottishrite-stl.org/aasr2/
https://scottishrite-stl.org/aasr2/
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https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-cryptic-day/
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 The Missouri Lodge of Research is a Masonic 

research organization composed of Freemasons 

dedicated to the study of Freemasonry, its history, 

and who by their contributions make it possible to 

publish, distribute, and discuss the results of their 

research. 
 

 It was chartered by the Grand Lodge of Missouri, 

AF&AM on September 30, 1941, under the direction 

of MWB Harry S. Truman.  The Lodge gathers and 

disseminates, by discussion and/or publication, 

information pertaining to the origin and development 

of Freemasonry and the members who have 

contributed to its growth and development. 
 

 Any Master Mason. If living in Missouri he may 

become an Active Member, if in another jurisdiction, 

he becomes a Corresponding Member, if any 

organization, library, or lodge desires to join they are 

considered Subscribing Members. 
 

 If interested in joining, the annual Dues: $25.00 

within the United States, $30.00 outside the country 

to defray postage, $500.00 for a Life Membership. 

Membership in the Lodge of Research entitles you to 

receive the annual book published by the Lodge 

along with any other membership publications.  
 

 Dues and collected funds are used for 

administrative costs, printing of Masonic Literature, 

printing of the membership books and funding 

approved grants to Masonic Researchers. You may 

apply for these grants through the Secretaryôs Office 

located at 6033 Masonic Drive, Ste. B, Columbia, 

MO 65202-6568 or e-mail your request for 

information to info@molor.org. 
 

 The Lodge of Research has two stated meetings 

per year. The first meeting takes place in April or 

May of each year.  The ñAnnual Meetingò which 

includes the election and installation of officers is 

held during the Annual Communication of the Grand 

Lodge of Missouri, A.F. & A.M. 
 

 So, come join this wonderful organization, and in 

the process obtain more light in Freemasonry 

through its distribution of books and newsletters. 

The application is on the next page. Thank you.  

https://illinoismasonicregalia.com/
https://www.molor.org/
https://momason.org/
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/15zwyEylSSSkny5-BcaO4RONlgywrGdWD/view
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https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
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As a Sir Knight, you know what W.:. B.:.  
Washington means to Freemasonry and the Grand 
Commandery. I would like to share with you how he 
was, and continues to be, a part of my Masonic 
journey.  

When I joined my Masonic Lodge (Garnavillo 
Lodge Number 90), a small lodge in my hometown 
of Garnavillo, Iowa (population 300), my father 
refused to give me a petition. He said to ask someone 
else. I knew other Masons. I was just surprised that 
my dad would not give me a petition. I soon learned 
why. Do you know why? The lodge building was an 
old two story wooden building. It stands opposite a 
street from the city park which, at the time, was on 
the only paved road in the town. The paved road was 
the State Highway Number 52. The first occupants 
were members of the Modern Woodmen 
organization. They closed and the building was then 
occupied by the International Order of Odd Fellows 
(1.0.0.F.). The Masons were next in line. Then the 
Lodge merged with another Lodge in a neighboring 
town. The Lodge building was donated to the 
Garnavillo Historical Society. I am the lone survivor 
of that Lodge. How well do you know the history of 
your Lodge? Your Commandery? Your Life? Inside 
that Historical building is a picture of George 
Washington in uniform, apron, gavel, and jewel. The 
picture was there when I joined over 50 years ago. It 
still hangs in the East behind the Master's chair. Do 
you have a picture of George Washington in your 
Lodge?  

 

Why am I writing about this "old lodge" instead 
of George Washington? History is how we got to 

where we are today. We are here today because of 
individuals like George Washington. You are in a 
Masonic building because someone in the past built 
that building, occupied that building, and saved a 
seat for you. To forget that history is to forget the 
reason and purpose of the building and the teachings 
within. You are part of the future of Freemasonry 
and the York Rite Ritual. George Washington is part 
of our history. You will be a part of the history of 
your Lodge and Commandery for those who follow 
in your footsteps. You will be a "George 
Washington" to many. Are you saving a seat for a 
new member? Will you be proud of your history for 
others to follow?  

 

Benediction: As each one of us continue our 
life's journey as a Christian Knight with the 
realization that we are living a history for others to 
follow. We ask our God to grant us the curiosity to 
seek knowledge, the vulnerability to open our hearts, 
the bravery to speak the truth, the compassion to 
listen, the strength to assist those in need, the 
willingness to seek help, the desire to uphold justice, 
the opportunity to share Brotherly Love, the 
challenge to live God's Word, the awareness of your 
presence, as you are always walking with us. May 
we study the past, live the present, and walk with 
confidence into the future as we continue our life's 
journey saving a seat for someone perhaps yet 
unknown.  

GEORGE WASHINGTON  
By: S.K. James R. Fiete 

Asst Grand Prelate East 

https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington
https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
https://grandlodgeofiowa.org/
https://iayorkrite.org/grand-commandery
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Letter from the Editor 
Greeting Brethren, Companions, & Sir Knights, 
 

 Welcome back to Februaryôs issue of your 

Beacon Magazine. Unlike last month, I am going to 

make my message as long as I want and ask for 

forgiveness later. No interruptions from the Grand 

Secretary, no guidelines from the Grand Officers, 

just me and all of you. Itôs going to be great. 
 

 This month, in your magazine, we have 

numerous articles and items for you. As you all 

know, February is the birthday of W.:. B.:. President 

George Washington and President Abraham Lincoln. 

Additionally, we are celebrating Presidentôs Day 

here in the United States. 
 

 Birthdays in February, outside of W.:.B.:. 

President Washington and President Lincoln, 

include: 
 

ß Bro. Norman Rockwell 

ß Bro. Thomas Edison 

ß Bro. Martin Luther King Sr. 

ß Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

ß Rosa Parks 

ß Sidney Poitier 

ß Garth Brooks 
 

 What an eclectic group of people. As in the 

previous issues where we introduced you to the 

Jobôs Daughters, IORG, DeMolay, and Eastern Star, 

we now continue with the Scottish Rite. There is a 

lot of history there, and we hope you find something 

of interest in it. 
 

 With it being President Lincolnôs Birthday this 

month we have included a nice article on the man. 

Since George Washingtonôs Birthday is this month, 

we have included an article on his Inauguration as 

the first President of the United States. Additionally, 

these fine gentlemen, and Presidents can be linked to 

the Federal Holiday of Presidentôs Day. This year it 

falls on Monday, February 17th. 
 

 As you continue into the magazine, you will find 

advertisements for the Grand Masterôs Classes for 

the Royal Arch, Cryptic Masons, and the Knights 

Templar. These are wonderful examples of how our 

degrees should be performed. So, there are several 

reasons why you should attend these classes: 
 

1. Supporting our advancing Brothers, 

Companions, and Sir Knights. 

2. Supporting our Grand Officers, their lines, and 

the Grand Master, who these classes are designed 

to honor.  

3. To help with the degrees. You may know a part 

that needs to be filled due to illness, unknown 

personal issues, conflicts, etc. 

4. To assist you in your ritual. These classes 

historically have the best ritualists performing 

the degrees. Where else in the world can you go 

to improve your own ritual. 
 

 Our publication office would like to thank the 

Grand Officers, their Grand Lines, the Grand Office, 

and you, without which this venue of a magazine 

would be a moot venture. It takes all of you to make 

this work. 
 

 ñMootò, how do you like that. So, grown up 

sounding. I love new words. Hold on one minute, the 

phone is ringing. Hello, yes...yes...how did you 

know...yes...yes...okay, goodbye. 
 

 Sigh, that was the Grand Secretary. I canôt get 

anything by him. I tried to be sneaky this month but, 

somehow, he caught on to my game. Oh well. 

Anyway, he says that I am rambling on once again. I 

need to end this as quickly as possible before I bore 

everyone to death and allow everyone to enjoy what 

we have prepared for you, the reader. 
 

 So, with that being said, take care of your 

families, love one another, love you neighbor, and 

may Godôs Blessing be upon everyone. Until next 

time, we will see you all down the trail. 
 

Fraternally Yours in Freemasonry, 
 

Editor 
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The Most Illustrious Ice Bucket with the Grand 

Master during an official visit at Jeremiah Council.  

At a Stated Conclave of Rolla Commandery Number 

59, Knights Templar, held on January 20, 2025, all 

Past Commanders were recognized and thanked by 

Eminent Commander S.K. Gary Woodruff and the 

other members present that evening. 

A Great Night of Cryptic Masonry in Region 5 as we 

welcome 6 new Royal & Select Master's hosted by 

Jeremiah Council Official Visit of SK Lloyd Lyon 

RGC Region 2 to Liberty Commandery Number 6 

on 02/03/2025. ESK Lyon is in the center with 

RESK Bobbie White on his right & SK Larry 

Walters, Liberty Commandery Number 6 

Commander on his left.  

https://www.facebook.com/MOYorkRite/
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 On January 28, 2025, the officers of Shelbina 

Chapter Number 99 Royal Arch Masons., Shelby 

Council Number 59, Royal & Select Masons, and 

Malta Commandery Number 72 Knights Templar - 

the Shelbina York Rite Bodies ï were installed into 

their respective offices by M.:.E.:.C.:. Michael L. 

Dodd, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of 

Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri, and 

VIC and SK Ashley W. Young, both Past Regional 

Deputy Grand Master for Region One of the Grand 

Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of Missouri 

and Eminent Grand Standard Bearer of the Grand 

Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of 

Missouri. The Joint Installation of Officers was held 

at the Lodge Hall in Shelbina, Missouri. 

Shelbina Chapter 
 

 Pictured, front row, from left: VEC B. Eric 

Davis, Master of the Third Veil for Shelbina 

Chapter, and District Deputy Grand High Priest for 

Region One of the Grand Chapter; EC Martin E. 

Lund, Jr., Royal Arch Captain and Past High Priest 

for Shelbina Chapter; EC Tha L. Kribbs, High Priest 

of Shelbina Chapter; MEC Dodd, Treasurer and Past 

High Priest for Shelbina Chapter; Comp. Christopher 

E. Mathis, Master of the First Veil for Shelbina 

Chapter; Comp. Travis W. Knapp, Principal 

Sojourner for Shelbina Chapter; and VEC Jeffrey D. 

Williams, Installing Marshal and Assistant Grand 

Sentinel for the Grand Chapter. 
 

 Back row, from left: VEC Richard A. Taylor, 

Sentinel and Past High Priest for Shelbina Chapter 

and Past District Deputy Grand High Priest for 

Region One of the Grand Chapter; VEC Kenneth L. 

Shumard, King for Shelbina Chapter and Past Grand 

Sentinel for the Grand Chapter; Comp. James G. 

Garrison, Master of the Second Veil for Shelbina 

Chapter; EC Charles R. Hawkins, Chaplain and Past 

High Priest for Shelbina Chapter; and VEC Darrell 

A. Wilham, Secretary and Past High Priest for 

Shelbina Chapter, and Past Grand Sentinel and Past 

District Deputy Grand High Priest for Region One of 

the Grand Chapter.  

Shelby Council 
 

 Pictured, front row, from left: IC Jeffrey L. 

Knight, Installing Marshal and Past Master of 

Kirksville Council No. 44 R. & S.M.; VIC Michael 

L. Dodd, Treasurer and Past Master for Shelby 

Council and Past Regional Deputy Grand Master for 

Region One of the Grand Council; Comp. Travis W. 

Knapp, Deputy Master for Shelby Council; VIC 

Ashley Young; Comp. Martin E. Lund, Jr., Steward 

for Shelby Council; Comp. Kenneth E. Swon, 

Conductor of the Council for Shelby Council; and 

Comp. B. Eric Davis, Marshal for Shelby Council. 
 

 Back row, from left: VIC Richard A. Taylor, 

Past Master of Shelby Council and Past Assistant 

Grand Sentinel for the Grand Council; Comp. Tha L. 

Kribbs, Captain of the Guard for Shelby Council; 

Comp. Charles R. Hawkins, Principal Conductor of 

the Work and Past Master for Shelby Council; 

Comp. Kenneth L. Shumard, Sentinel and Past 

Master for Shelby Council; and VIC Darrell A. 

Wilham, Recorder and Past Master for Shelby 

Council, and Past Regional Deputy Grand Master for 

Region One of the Grand Council. 
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Malta Commandery 
 

Pictured, front row, standing and seated, from left: 

SK Craig A. Nowell, Installing Prelate and 

Commander of Ely Commandery No. 22 K.T.; SK 

Charles R. Hawkins, Prelate and Past Commander of 

Malta Commandery; SK Ashley Young; SK 

Kenneth L. Shumard, Commander of Malta 

Commandery; SK Travis W. Knapp, Captain 

General of Malta Commandery; SK Jeffrey L. 

Knight, Installing Marshal and Grand Warder of the 

Grand Commandery; SK B. Eric Davis, Sentinel and 

Past Commander of Malta Commandery and 

Commander of Excalibar Commandery No. 5 K.T. 
 

 Back row, from left: SK Michael L. Dodd, 

Treasurer and Past Commander of Malta 

Commandery; SK Tha L. Kribbs, Senior Warden 

and Past Commander of Malta Commandery; SK 

Kenneth E. Swon, Sword Bearer of Malta 

Commandery; SK Richard A. Taylor, Warder and 

Past Commander of Malta Commandery; SK Darrell 

A. Wilham, Recorder of Malta Commandery; and 

SK Martin E. Lund, Jr., Standard Bearer of Malta 

Commandery. 

 The Companions of Caldwell Chapter Number 

53 Royal Arch Masons received VEC B. Eric Davis, 

District Deputy Grand High Priest for Region One of 

the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the 

State of Missouri, for his official visit during their 

January 9, 2025, convocation at the Masonic Temple 

in Kirksville, Missouri. VEC Davis was joined by 

M.:.E.:.C.:. Michael L. Dodd, Grand High Priest of 

the Grand Chapter of the State of Missouri. Both 

V.:.E.:.C.:. Davis and M.:.E.:.C.:. Dodd gave 

remarks following the conferral of the degrees of 

Mark Master and Past Master.                      . 
 

 Pictured, from left, are: M.:.E.:.C.:. Loren D. 

Lloyd, Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter, 

2015-2016; Comp. Matthew N. Moore, High Priest-

Elect of Caldwell Chapter; MEC Dodd; VEC Davis; 

and VEC Jeffrey L. Knight, District Deputy Grand 

Lecturer for Region One of the Grand Chapter.  

 The Sir Knights of Ely Commandery Number 22 

Knights Templar, received S.K. David D. Goring, 

Regional Grand Commander for Region One of the 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State 

of Missouri, for his official visit during their 

December 12, 2024, Conclave.               . 
 

 Pictured, front row, left: S.K. Ashley W. Young, 

Eminent Grand Standard Bearer of the Grand 

Commandery; SK Jeffrey L. Knight Eminent Grand 

Warder for the Grand Commandery; S.K. David D. 

Powell, Eminent Past Grand Prelate of the Grand 

Commandery; S.K. Goring; S.K. Craig A. Nowell, 

Captain General of Ely Commandery; and S.K. 

Loren D. Lloyd, Eminent Past Inner Guard of the 

Grand Commandery, and Past Grand High Priest of 

the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the 

State of Missouri, 2015-2016.               .      


