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Greetings, Companions! 
 

 Wow, itôs February already! We ended the month of January with a successful Table Chapter in Lebanon 
for Regions 4, 6, and 7. Iôm pleased to report that the event raised over $3,000 for RARA! Well done, 
Companions! Iôm looking forward to seeing more Table Chapters raising money in the coming months! 
 

 My travels outside the state have begun, with Masonic Week at the beginning of the month in 
Washington, DC. It was great to visit with several Companions from other states, and great to see and talk 
with some of the Grand High Priests and Grand Masters in attendance. Iôm looking forward to attending 
Louisiana at the end of February as well and seeing good friends in Arkansas a few weeks later at their grand 
session in mid-March. 
 

 Please look around at the Companions in your regions who are doing great things and submit a nomination 
for a Lewis and Clark award. Iôd love to have a large stack of nominations to review and select some worthy 
Companions to recognize at Grand Session this year. Please also make sure that your Chapters are submitting 
your Honor Chapter forms ï the deadline will be here before you know it! 
 

 Make plans to attend the Grand Masterôs Royal Arch Day on Saturday, March 7 in Jefferson City! The 
Grand Lecturer has been working hard to make this yearôs event a memorable one, with exemplary ritualists 
conferring the Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch degrees. Please make sure to bring your candidates who 
need to complete the Chapter degrees! Most Worshipful Brother Emmett Bryson will also be in attendance 
with several of his Grand Lodge officers. 
 

Take care of yourselves and each other, Companions, and remember to always BE EXCELLENT TO EACH 
OTHER. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Kevin Ritter 
Grand High Priest 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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Greetings Companions, 
 

 I sometimes wonder whether we, as leaders, are making the right choices to improve our Missouri York 

Rite. Let us examine some of the changes we have implemented. This year we moved from the traditional 

Regional Conferences to a single State Conference. This benefited your Grand Officersô time by eliminating 

the need to travel across our state to present the same information at those briefings. Inevitably, this enabled 

us to join with more Councils and events, and enjoy those one-on-one conversations with our Companions. 
 

 The Grand Council Line also started having a Pre-Grand Session meeting. This allowed the Deputy Grand 

Master to meet with his officers and share his plans and expectations for the upcoming year. Allowing the 

upcoming year to run smoothly. I would highly recommend this to the leadership of our other two York Rite 

bodies if they are not already doing this. 
 

 My travels this past month were very educational. I had the pleasure of visiting the resting place of M.I.C. 

Anthony OôSullivan. Our First Grand Master of Cryptic Masons of Missouri. I would like to thank V.I.C. 

Jacob Thompson for taking the time to share this with  me. I would recommend this experience to anybody 

who get the chance to visit Bellefontaine Cemetery in St. Louis, Missouri. There is an extensive litany of 

Masonic history here.  
 

 After paying my respects to our departed Brethren, I had the pleasure of making my official visit to 

Jeremiah Council Number 48. This Council operates at the lodge in Webster Groves. If you get a chance, 

please visit it. This is because it is a beautiful building and a wonderful Council to visit. As always it was my 

pleasure to meet Jeremiahôs new Companions. It is an experience that I am not normally afforded to do due to 

time constrains at our State functions. While I was there, I was greatly impressed by the work they did to learn 

our ritual. Keep up the good work Companions. This was followed by a wonderful  visit to Ezra Council 

Number 32. An additional note, they will be hosting the Grand Masterôs Chapter and Cryptic day practices on 

Saturday, February 21st . 
 

 As my term is now on its downhill slide, I look forward to my future travels in the upcoming months. One 

such visit will be to attend our practices on Saturday, February 21st . Following this event, I will be traveling 

to Louisiana for their York Rite Grand Session. My hope is to see you all at our Grand Masterôs Chapter Day 

on Saturday, March the 7th, in Jefferson City.  
 

Romans 6:23, "For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord,"  
 

Fraternally, 
 

M.I.C. Dennis W. Houck 

Grand Master of Cryptic Masons  

State of Missouri 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/
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Sir Knights and Companions all, 
 

 As we move through another month, I wanted to take a moment to thank each and everyone of you for 

your  dedication and support of our Commanderies. Your presence, participation, and commitment to the 

principles of our organization are what helps keep it vibrant and strong. 
 

 This month gives us another opportunity to renew our focus on fellowship, service, and leadership. 

Whether through attending meetings, supporting our charitable efforts, or simply checking in on a fellow Sir 

Knight and Companion, every contributionðlarge or smallðmakes a difference. 
 

 Each new month reminds us that our work is not measured only in the meetings we hold or the duties 

fulfilled, but in the spirit with which we serve. Our Commanderies stand stronger because of your 

faithfulness, your integrity, and your willingness to walk this path together. 
 

 In a world that often pulls people apart, we are called to stand firm in unity, guided by our shared values 

and strengthened by true fellowship. Every act of kindness, every moment of service, and every word of 

encouragement reflects that light we strive to carry. 
 

 Let us make this month one of renewed purpose. May we look for ways to uplift one another, extend a 

helping hand where it is needed, and lead by quiet example. When we support one another, we honor both our 

obligations and the legacy that is entrusted to us. 
 

 I encourage everyone to remain engaged, attend upcoming activities, and extend a hand of fellowship to 

those who may be unable to join us as often as they would like. Together, we strengthen not only our 

Commanderies, but the bonds that unite us all. 
 

 Thank you for your continuing dedication, your loyalty, and your brotherly spirit. I am proud to serve 

alongside you and look forward to the work we continue to accomplish together. 
 

Fraternally yours, 
 

Ronald Skiles 

Right Eminent Commander  

vX sėđÎċâ YɊ vĉúċæĩ 
súò÷į 7Đúđæđį BĦÎđâ -ėĐĐÎđâæĦ 
ėñ į÷æ BĦÎđâ -ėĐĐÎđâæĦŖ ėñ Xđúò÷įĩ
}æĐģċÎĦ ėñ į÷æ vįÎįæ ėñ ^úĩĩėĲĦú 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
https://www.history.com/articles/the-knights-templar
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 As CMMRF Month (March) approaches here are 
some things to keep in mind as you discuss CMMRF 
with others. Hopefully outside of the fraternity too. 

 Start with the purpose and solution, ñthe 
WHATô, is not the name or the place, ñthe WHO or 
WHEREò ... Work your way back from the solution 
to the name of the charity. ñHOW, WHAT, 
WHERE, WHEN, and lastly, WHOò. 
 

¶ Stem Cells Save Lives vs. the Cryptic Masons 
Medical Research Foundation. 

 

¶ Indiana University (IU) will suffice over the 
Indiana Center for Vascular Biology and 
Medicine (ICVBM). Know the function of 
CMMRF. It does NOT do research. 

 

Ý It funds research at ICVBM 
 

Ý Be familiar with the areas of work. CMMRF 
has many, but you do not want to inundate a 
potential donor. Abdominal Aortic 
Aneurysms (AAA) and Peripheral Arterial 
Disease (PAD) are the big pushes right now. 

 

Ý Talk about the technology 
 

Ý The Encapsulator ï which was purchased 
with CMMRF funds, puts a protective sheath 
around the stem cells, so the patientôs body 
does not reject them. 

 

Ý The Bio-pencil- developed at ICVBM, 
allows the physician to pinpoint and place the 
stem cells in the patient. 

 

Ý The 3D printer - developed at ICVBM. 3D 
prints/recreates small bone replacement using 

biogenetic (stem cell) material. 
 

 You will discover, as you discuss the charities 
OUTSIDE of freemasonry, that people can relate to 
what is being done at IU. 
 

Ý A researcher we invited to the Purple Gala 
also researched the effects of chemo on the 
heart muscle cells. One of the areas of work 
at IU. 

Ý The executive director at the Kansas Cityôs 
Veteranôs Administration hospital lost her 
father to AAA. 

Ý A clientôs husband recently lost his leg to 
PAD. 

 

 The research our charity is helping to fund is 
making a difference in people's lives. Here are some 
great talking points to start a discussion about our 
great charity. 
 

¶ Stem Cells are Saving Lives... How? By the 
research being conducted at Indiana University. 

 

¶ Whatôs the research? Cures and alleviation of 
cardiovascular diseases like AAA, PAD, wound 
care, and heart failure. 

 

¶ Where is it being conducted? Indiana Center for 
Vascular Biology and Medicine. 

 

¶ When? Since 1986 and still going strong 
 

¶ Who funds the research? We do. The Cryptic 
Masons Medical Research Foundation. It is the 
#1 funder of the research conducted by ICVBM. 

https://www.cmmrf.org/
https://www.cmmrf.org/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
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The Regions 4, 6, and 7 Table Chapter 
were held Friday Evening, January 30th, 
at the Laclede County Shrine Club in 

Lebanon.  
 

 It was a memorable event that included families, 
and a  fundraiser to benefit Royal Arch Research 
Assistance (RARA). RARA is the charity of the 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of 
Missouri, and is dedicated to advancing research and 
solutions for those affected by Central Auditory 
Processing Disorder (CAPD).  
 

 The Evening included a delicious meal, a mixing 
of a Military Grog, including a Non-Alcohol version 
of the Grog. An enjoyable evening was had by all, 
and the fundraiser for RARA was a huge success.  
 

 Many Distinguished guests were present, and 
were recognized. Special Guests were Most 
Excellent Companion Kevin Ritter, Grand High 
Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 
of the State of Missouri, Most Illustrious Companion 
Dennis Houck, Grand Master of the Grand Council 
of Cryptic Masons of the State of Missouri, and 
Most Worshipful Brother Emmett Bryson, Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Ancient, Free and 
Accepted Masons of the State of Missouri.  
 

 Thank you to all who worked and supported this 
wonderful event. A special thank you goes out to 
members and supporters of the Laclede County 
Shrine Club, and the Table Chapter Committee, 
including Committee Chairman Very Excellent 
Companion Michael Estright, DDGM of Region 4.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/MOYorkRite/
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