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Greetings Brethren, Companions, and Sir Knights; 
 

 As we continue to share the light of Royal Arch Masonry here in 2025, it can be clearly seen in the good 

works here in Region 1. On Saturday, January the 4th, Shelbina Chapter Number 99, Hannibal Chapter Num-

ber 7, and Caldwell Chapter Number 53, jointly conferred the Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch Degrees 

on eighteen candidates, with the assistance of the Region 5 Degree Team. This day was filled with support, 

fellowship, and brotherhood as our Great Creator and Counselor designed mankind to do.        (photo) 
 

 Our sharing of more light in Freemasonry continues to grow as the requests continue to come in for us to, 

ñPlease come and visit our Lodge and do one of those RED JACKET BLITZ presentations.ò We must remem-

ber from whence we came, we must return, so our Lodge Brothers have the same opportunity to receive the 

light that we have all seen. I urge each and everyone of you to go out and not only attend your Lodge and 

Chapter but visit neighboring Lodges and Chapters, lend support, share your story, make new friends, and 

hopefully they will emulate you in the desire to travel. Who knows you might just find a new visitor at your 

next meeting. In my travels, I have met some of the greatest people I know in that search for new light, give it 

a try. 
 

 Plans are currently being made to hold more Mark and Past Master degrees in each of the Regions, here in 

our great state of Missouri. We are preparing our candidates to be the future of York Rite Freemasonry. In or-

der to assist in this process, we are currently in the planning stages of our Grand Masterôs Invitational class, 

being held in Jefferson City, on March 1st, 2025. I hope that I can meet and greet as many of our Royal Arch 

Masons at this event. Letôs make it one of the greatest classes ever. 
 

 As the year progress, I look forward to the upcoming Installations and I am hoping to attend as many of 

those prestigious events as possible. I hope to see you all at these and many other upcoming Masonic events as 

they become available.  
 

¶ John 1:4: ñIn him was life, and that life was the light of all mankindò. 
 

¶ 2 Corinthians 4:6: ñGod, who said, ñLet light shine out of darkness,ò made his light shine in our heartsò. 
 

¶ Psalm 119:105: ñYour word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my pathò. 
 

 Let us always remember, as scripture shows above, we are walking the paths and learning from what has 

been prepared for us many years ago by our God, the one who loves each one of us. 
 

 So, please take the time to PRAY, STUDY, MENTOR, and SERVE, because WE ARE ALL IN THIS 

TOGETHER, and always remember when you look in the mirror to say, IF IT IS TO BE IT IS UP TO ME. 
 

 Finally, please think of ways to get those earbuds and microphones into your local grade schools, so that 

one day a child may hear those lessons from their teachers, and know that you were a part of supplying a smile 

to someone who was allowed the opportunity to learn with their classmates. Thank you for all that you do, and 

keep up the good work. 
 

Forever yours in Freemasonry, 
 

MEC Michael Dodd 

A Message from the Grand High Priest 
 

MEC Michael L. Dodd 
 

Grand High Priest  

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Matthew D. Ruth  

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

Greetings Companions, 
 

The year 2025 is here!  
 

 While I am not much on celebrating flipping over a piece of paper on a calendar and pretending it's 

something new, I can appreciate the opportunity that many take to reflect, assess, and set new goals. 
 

 New Year's is a time for reflection, offering a chance to look back on the past year of accomplishments, 

challenges, and lessons learned. It is an opportunity to evaluate where you have been and where you want to 

go, setting intentions or resolutions for the coming year.  
 

 Reflection allows you to recognize achievements, understand what did not go as planned, and adjust your 

goals for the future. Embracing both the successes and setbacks can foster resilience, growth, and a renewed 

sense of purpose as you move forward into the new year. 
 

 We see this theme in almost every degree. From beginning to end there is always a point where we reflect, 

and make a choice. Will you retire or will you proceed? Will you ascend the next flight of stairs or descend 

the next level in the vault? Will you partake the libations or will you serve more time in pilgrimage, warfare, 

and penance? 
 

 We must not forget after reflection comes action. Taking action is the bridge between dreams and reality. 

It's not enough to just reflect or plan; true progress comes when you make the decision to step forward, even 

when the path is not clear. Remember, every small step brings you closer to your goal. Do not wait for the 

perfect momentðcreate it through the courage to act. The time to begin is now. 
 

Yours in Cryptic Masonry, 
 

Matt Ruth 

Grand Master 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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Message from the Grand Commander 
 

SK Bobbie E. White  

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

 A Happy New Year to you all. Gloria and I sincerely hope you had a very Merry Christmas and you will 

continue to have a Blessed and Prosperous New Year. 
 

 Itôs hard to believe that we are halfway through the Commandery Year. Since last we visited, I have had 

the pleasure of attending the Christmas Observances in both Liberty and Neosho. They were very well done 

and the excellent food and fellowship was amazing! I was very impressed by all of the Sir Knights and Ladies 

that were in attendance. I just show how closes we are here in the Commandery. 
 

 January started off with another once in a lifetime event for me. I was honored by the Grand Preceptory of 

Yeomen of York, here in Missouri, by being elected as the Grand Director General. Thank you my Brethren 

for your confidence in me, and I look forward to a wonderful year in this station. It was the Yeomen who 

introduced me to Coyote Hills, in which I have made it my charity for this year. 
 

 Then came the snow and bitter cold. That put several of my journey on hold, and we will have to play 

catchup to get back on schedule. On January 12th, I had the distinct pleasure to travel with my Aide Budd 

Gilfillen and VEC Donald Gilkerson to Kirksville, Missouri. There with my good friends Mike Dodd and Matt 

Ruth, we were honored to participate in the Installation of Officers for all three York Rite Bodies. And once 

again, we were treated to excellent hospitality afterwards with a wonderful dinner and excellent fellowship 

with the Knights and Ladies of Kirksville. As the old saying goes a good time was had by all. 
 

 I am still hoping we can have some good old fun this year. Remember, we have instituted a Class D Drill 

team which only requires five (5) men so every Commandery should be able to put a team on the floor in 

Columbia, Missouri, on April 19th, 2025. I also hope you will open up your Easter Observances to bring in 

family and friends. I had a great time last year at the Ascalon/Ivanhoe Palm Sunday, Grand Commanders 

Breakfast and Observance. It was really wonderful to have our families involved and to see that we are 

Christian Masons. 
 

 My main theme this year is ñBlessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of Godò 

from Matthew 5:9. We need to remember where we came from and our that our mission is to keep the peace 

for pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land. Today we need to keep the peace in our meetings and our lives, 

remembering that arguments get us nowhere, but good discussions can be fruitful. 
 

 Please remember the words of my good friend Mike Dodd, ñWe are all in this togetherò so letôs strive to 

see who can best work and who can best agree. 
 

 Lastly the sale of my coins will be used to support the Coyote Hills Foster Care Ministries. We took an 

oath to defend the helpless orphans. so that is my goal this year. I was in Law Enforcement for 43 years and 

one of the hardest things we had to do was send children to foster care, especially with large families as they 

were split up and sometimes would never see each other again. Coyote Hills doesnôt do that and takes in 

families of all sizes so please join me in supporting this great cause. 
 

 Please feel free to contact me or one of my aides if you have questions, ideas or an invitation. I look 

forward to greeting you whenever I can. 
 

Fraternally, 

Bobbie White 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/


 с 

https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-royal-arch-class-3/


 т 

 Civilizations around the world have been 

celebrating the start of each new year for at least four 

millennia. Today, most New Yearôs festivities begin 

on December 31 (New Yearôs Eve), the last day of 

the Gregorian calendar, and continue into the early 

hours of January 1 (New Yearôs Day). Common 

traditions include attending parties, eating special 

New Yearôs foods, making resolutions for the new 

year, and watching fireworks displays. 

Ancient New Yearôs Celebrations 
 

 The earliest recorded festivities in honor of a 

new yearôs arrival date back some 4,000 years to 

ancient Babylon. For the Babylonians, the first new 

moon following the vernal equinoxðthe day in late 

March with an equal amount of sunlight and 

darknessðheralded the start of a new year. They 

marked the occasion with a massive religious festival 

called Akitu (derived from the Sumerian word for 

barley, which was cut in the spring) that involved a 

different ritual on each of its 11 days. 
 

 In addition to the new year, Atiku celebrated the 

mythical victory of the Babylonian sky god Marduk 

over the evil sea goddess Tiamat and served an 

important political purpose: It was during this time 

that a new king was crowned or that the current 

rulerôs divine mandate was symbolically renewed. 
 

 Did you know? To realign the Roman calendar 

with the sun, Julius Caesar had to add 90 extra days 

to the year 46 B.C. when he introduced his new 

Julian calendar. 

 Throughout antiquity, civilizations around the 

world developed increasingly sophisticated 

calendars, typically pinning the first day of the year 

to an agricultural or astronomical event. In Egypt, 

for instance, the year began with the annual flooding 

of the Nile, which coincided with the rising of the 

star Sirius. The first day of the Lunar New Year, 

meanwhile, occurred with the second new moon 

after the winter solstice. 
 

January 1 Becomes New Yearôs Day 
 

 The early Roman calendar consisted of 10 

months and 304 days, with each new year beginning 

at the vernal equinox; according to tradition, it was 

created by Romulus, the founder of Rome, in the 

eighth century B.C. A later king, Numa Pompilius, is 

credited with adding the months of Januarius and 

Februarius. 
 

 Over the centuries, the calendar fell out of sync 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/new-years 

https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/new-years
https://www.history.com/news/5-ancient-new-years-celebrations
https://www.britannica.com/science/calendar/The-early-Roman-calendar
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with the sun, and in 46 B.C. Julius Caesar decided 

to solve the problem by consulting with the most 

prominent astronomers and mathematicians of his 

time. He introduced the Julian calendar, which 

closely resembles the more modern Gregorian 

calendar that most countries around the world use 

today. 

 As part of his reform, Caesar instituted 

January 1 as the first day of the year, partly to 

honor the monthôs namesake: Janus, the Roman 

god of beginnings, whose two faces allowed him 

to look back into the past and forward into the 

future. Romans celebrated by offering sacrifices to 

Janus, exchanging gifts with one another, 

decorating their homes with laurel branches and 

attending raucous parties. 
 

 In medieval Europe, Christian leaders 

temporarily replaced January 1 as the first of the 

year with days carrying more religious 

significance, such as December 25 (the 

anniversary of Jesusô birth) and March 25 (the 

Feast of the Annunciation); Pope Gregory XIII 

reestablished January 1 as New Yearôs Day in 

1582. 
 

New Yearôs Traditions and Celebrations 

Around the World 
 

 In many countries, New Yearôs celebrations 

begin on the evening of December 31ðNew 

Yearôs Eveðand continue into the early hours of 

January 1. Revelers often enjoy meals and snacks 

thought to bestow good luck for the coming year. 

In Spain and several other Spanish-speaking 

countries, people bolt down a dozen grapes-

symbolizing their hopes for the months ahead-

right before midnight. 
 

 In many parts of the world, traditional New 

Yearôs dishes feature legumes, which are thought 

to resemble coins and herald future financial 

success; examples include lentils in Italy and 

black-eyed peas in the southern United States. 

Because pigs represent progress and prosperity in 

some cultures, pork appears on the New Yearôs 

Eve table in Cuba, Austria, Hungary, Portugal and 

other countries. Ring-shaped cakes and pastries, a 

sign that the year has come full circle, round out 

the feast in the Netherlands, Mexico, Greece and 

elsewhere. In Sweden and Norway, meanwhile, 

rice pudding with an almond hidden inside is 

served on New Yearôs Eve; it is said that whoever 

finds the nut can expect 12 months of good 

fortune. 
 

 Other customs that are common worldwide 

include watching fireworks and singing songs to 

welcome the new year, including the ever-popular 

ñAuld Lang Syneò in many English-speaking 

countries. The practice of making resolutions for 

the new year is thought to have first caught on 

among the ancient Babylonians, who made 

promises in order to earn the favor of the gods and 

start the year off on the right foot. (They would 

reportedly vow to pay off debts and return 

borrowed farm equipment.) 
 

 In the United States, the most iconic New 

Yearôs tradition is the dropping of a giant ball in 

New York Cityôs Times Square at the stroke of 

midnight. Millions of people around the world 

watch the event, which has taken place almost 

every year since 1907. Over time, the ball itself 

has ballooned from a 700-pound iron-and-wood 

orb to a brightly patterned sphere 12 feet in 

diameter and weighing in at nearly 12,000 pounds. 

Various towns and cities across America have 

developed their own versions of the Times Square 

ritual, organizing public drops of items ranging 

from pickles (Dillsburg, Pennsylvania) to possums 

(Tallapoosa, Georgia) at midnight on New Yearôs 

Eve. 

https://www.britannica.com/science/Julian-calendar
https://moyorkrite.org/events-calendar/
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 The Missouri Lodge of Research is a Masonic 

research organization composed of Freemasons 

dedicated to the study of Freemasonry, its history, 

and who by their contributions make it possible to 

publish, distribute, and discuss the results of their 

research. 
 

 It was chartered by the Grand Lodge of Missouri, 

AF&AM on September 30, 1941, under the direction 

of MWB Harry S. Truman.  The Lodge gathers and 

disseminates, by discussion and/or publication, 

information pertaining to the origin and development 

of Freemasonry and the members who have 

contributed to its growth and development. 
 

 Any Master Mason. If living in Missouri he may 

become an Active Member, if in another jurisdiction, 

he becomes a Corresponding Member, if any 

organization, library, or lodge desires to join they are 

considered Subscribing Members. 
 

 If interested in joining, the annual Dues: $25.00 

within the United States, $30.00 outside the country 

to defray postage, $500.00 for a Life Membership. 

Membership in the Lodge of Research entitles you to 

receive the annual book published by the Lodge 

along with any other membership publications.  
 

 Dues and collected funds are used for 

administrative costs, printing of Masonic Literature, 

printing of the membership books and funding 

approved grants to Masonic Researchers. You may 

apply for these grants through the Secretaryôs Office 

located at 6033 Masonic Drive, Ste. B, Columbia, 

MO 65202-6568 or e-mail your request for 

information to info@molor.org. 
 

 The Lodge of Research has two stated meetings 

per year. The first meeting takes place in April or 

May of each year.  The ñAnnual Meetingò which 

includes the election and installation of officers is 

held during the Annual Communication of the Grand 

Lodge of Missouri, A.F. & A.M. 
 

 So, come join this wonderful organization, and in 

the process obtain more light in Freemasonry 

through its distribution of books and newsletters. 

The application is on the next page. Thank you.  

https://illinoismasonicregalia.com/
https://www.molor.org/
https://molor.us17.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=79a2a9472977be9ca9702e3b3&id=829cc329d5
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Look what the Grand Master found at St. Joseph 

Council No. 9...  

 

Red Cross of Constantine St. Louis Conclave 

Installation of Officers and Holiday Party with new 

Puissant Sovereign Todd Schulze.  

The Sir Knights of Ely Commandery No. 22 K.T. 

marched in the thirteenth annual Kirksville Kiwanis 

Christmas Parade on Saturday, November 30, 2024.  

https://www.facebook.com/MOYorkRite/
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 The Companions of Shelbina Chapter Number 

99, Royal Arch Masons,  hosted a conferral of the 

degrees of Most Excellent Master and the Royal 

Arch, during a special convocation of Shelbina 

Chapter, on January 4th, 2025. In total, eighteen 

brethren from across northeastern and eastern 

Missouri were received and acknowledged as Most 

Excellent Masters, and subsequently exalted as 

Companions of the Royal Arch! 
 

 Of the eighteen Companions exalted, six are new 

Companions of Caldwell Chapter Number 53 Royal 

Arch Masons, from Kirksville, Missouri. They are: 

Comp. Nicholas B. Hatfield (front row, third from 

right); Comp. Stacy E. Westhoff (front row, second 

from right); Comp. Tommy L. Cotton (middle row, 

second from left); Comp. Christopher W. Boyer 

(middle row, second from right); Comp. Jordan A. 

Fulk (middle row, first from right); and Comp. Rusty 

E. Anders (back row, right).  
 

 This special degree conferral was organized by 

Past High Priest of Shelbina Chapter, MEC Michael 

L. Dodd, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of 

Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri (front 

row, third from left). Two Companions from 

Caldwell Chapter assisted with the conferral: Comp. 

Matthew N. Moore, High Priest-Elect of Caldwell 

Chapter (back row, first from right); and VEC 

Ashley W. Young, Past High Priest of Caldwell 

Chapter and Past District Deputy Grand High Priest 

for Region One of the Grand Chapter (front row, 

first from left).  
 

 Congratulations to the Companions of Shelbina 

Chapter and to the new Companions of Regions One 

and Five! 

 On January 12th, 2025, the duly elected and 

selected officers of Caldwell Chapter Number 53 

Royal Arch Masons., Kirksville Council Number 44 

Royal & Select Masters., and Ely Commandery 

Number 22 Knights Templar - the Kirksville York 

Rite - were installed into their respective offices by 

MEC Michael L. Dodd, Grand High Priest of the 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of 

Missouri; MIC Matthew D. Ruth, Grand Master of 

the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of 

Missouri; and Sir Knight Bobbie E. White, Right 

Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand 

Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of 

Missouri, respectively. The Joint Installation of 

Officers was held at the Masonic Temple in 

Kirksville, Missouri.  
 

 Congratulations to the following presiding 

officers: Caldwell Chapter No. 53 R.A.M.: EC 

Matthew N. Moore, High Priest, Kirksville Council 

No. 44 R. & S.M.: IC Craig A. Nowell, Master 

Ely Commandery No. 22 K.T.: SK Craig A. Nowell, 

Commander . 
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 The Sir Knights of Ely Commandery Number. 

22 Knights Templar, under the command of S.K. 

David D. Goring, Eminent Commander, hosted a 

Table Commandery for Regions One and Four of the 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State 

of Missouri on Saturday, December 14th, 2024, at 

the Masonic Temple in Kirksville, Missouri! 
 

 S.K. Goring led the Sir Knights, their ladies, and 

guests in the eveningôs festivities, while a Christmas 

message was delivered by S.K. Jeffrey L. Knight, 

Prelate and Past Commander of Ely Commandery 

and Eminent Grand Warder of the Grand 

Commandery. Rounding out the event was a 

presentation of the Knight Commander of the 

Temple award to S.K. Harold F. Coots, Right 

Eminent Past Grand Commander of the Grand 

Commandery, 2014-2015, by S.K. Kevin B. Sample, 

Right Eminent Past Grand Commander of the Grand 

Commandery, 2023-2024, along with remarks from 

S.K. Ronald L. Skiles, Very Eminent Deputy Grand 

Commander of the Grand Commandery. 
 

 Over $1,700 was raised for the Knights Templar 

Eye Foundation, and a festive time was had by all in 

attendance! 


