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Greetings, Companions! 
 

 This Capitular year is officially off to an Excellent start! At the end of June, I was able to attend the 
Missouri Jobôs Daughters Grand Session with the Grand Master and Grand Commander. This was my first 
Jobôs Daughters session and, as Dennis shares below, it was a great session and full of energy, enthusiasm, 
and excitement. If you havenôt had a chance to visit a Jobôs Daughters session, youôre missing out! 
 

 As I write this, the Grand Session of the Most Excellent Grand Chapter Holy Royal Arch Masons of the 
State of Missouri and Jurisdiction, Prince Hall Affiliate, has just concluded. While I was unable to visit due to 
a work conflict, our Grand Scribe REC Larry Wilson represented us at this session and shared my best wishes 
with our Prince Hall Companions. 
 

 My first official visit will be later this month, at my home Chapter, Springfield Chapter Number 15. Iôve 
got several visits scheduled with more in the works and am excited to start visiting you at your local Chapters! 
 

 As with previous Grand High Priests, I have had a coin struck to commemorate my year. These coins are 
available from your District Deputy Grand High Priest, or feel free to ask me for one during an official visit. 
The proceeds from this yearôs coin sales will be sent to Royal Arch Research Assistance (RARA) to continue 
their important research into Central Auditory Processing Disorder. 
 

I look forward to visiting with you in my travels this year. BE EXCELLENT TO EACH OTHER! 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Kevin M. Ritter 
Grand High Priest 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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Greetings Companions,  
 

 This past month has been exciting. I had my first chance to attend the Jobôs Daughterôs Grand Session. It 

is truly amazing to watch these young ladies. The amount of work they accomplish throughout the year is 

incredible. Their work with HIKE (Hearing Impaired Kids Endowment) allows the young ladies to provide 

help with money they raised. If you have had the pleasure to listen to them sing at 11:00 p.m., ñNearer My 

God to Theeò. You know how truly beautiful it is. 
 

 I had my first official visit to Rolla Council Number 39. These Companions need mental help. Seriously 

they are a hard-working group of organized geniuses. Under the leadership of VIC Johnnie Bryant, they will 

continue to be a powerhouse Council in Missouri. 
 

 On the same day as my Rolla trip, I had the pleasure of attending the Grand Council Session of our PHA 

Companions. Although the building was hot, because of the tornadoôs a month prior, they pulled off an 

outstanding Grand Session. Good luck to Grand Thrice Illustrious Master Greg Walker. 
 

 All Councils should have in place their plan of having a successful year. I know that Kansas City and 

Poplar Bluff are preparing to have their Fall Festivals. Please check the Grand York Rite Calendar for the 

dates. Companions letôs continue moving forward to make our Councils stronger. 
 

Matthew 18 V 20 
 

Fraternally, 
 

MIC Dennis W. Houck 

Grand Master of Cryptic Masons of the State of Missouri 

MIC Dennis Houck, GTIM Greg Walker, VIC Chris Wehrenberg 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

     Having just celebrated our nationôs birthday, I am moved to reflect on that most precious of all earthly 

blessingsðFreedom.  The freedoms we enjoy (and too often take for granted) that are enumerated in the 

Constitution and the Bill of Rights make us as Americans the envy of the entire world.  These freedoms were 

hard won and must be guarded constantly.  As has been often said, the price of freedom is eternal vigilance.  

We all owe a profound debt of gratitude to those who have fought and died to preserve our freedoms for us, 

and hopefully, for our posterity.  It is indeed fitting and proper that we celebrate our freedom as Americans 

with music, feasting, fireworks, family, and friends; but there is a freedom that we as Knights Templar enjoy 

that transcends all others. 
 

     By far the most significant characteristic of a Knight Templar is that he is a poor fellow soldier of Christ.  

We all claim Jesus as our personal Savior.  His virgin birth, His sinless life, His sacrificial atoning death, His 

physical resurrection, and His ascension back to Heaven are all non-negotiables with us.  We reject the 

delusion that there are many paths to God because our Savior has told us plainly that He is THE way, THE 

truth, and THE life and that NO ONE comes unto the Father but by Him.  Our faith in Jesus and His work on 

the cross provides us with the ultimate freedomé..freedom from the power of sin. 
 

     In John 8:34, Jesus states ñéwhoever commits sin (habitually) is a slave of sinò.  The ultimate 

enslavement is not physical enslavement (that ends at death), but spiritual enslavement to sin (rebellion 

against God) which leads to eternal death.  This is why Jesus would not let himself be limited to a political 

messiah.  Jesus goes on in verse 36 to say ñé.if the Son makes you free you shall be free indeed.ò  This idea 

is repeated in the book of Romans (6:22-23).  ñBut now having been set free from sin, and having become 

slaves of God, you have your fruit of holiness (sanctification), and the end, everlasting life.  For the wages of 

sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Jesus Christ our Lord.ò   Now does this all mean that we will 

never sin again?  By no means.  We are still fallen creatures, and our sinful nature tempts us to fail.  But by 

the indwelling of Godôs Holy Spirit, was believers can resist the power that sin held over us before our 

salvation, and we can be restored to a state of grace by sincere repentance and a contrite heart when we do 

fall.  King David was called ña man after Godôs own heartò and yet he sinned terribly.  But he admitted his sin 

and repented of it to God.  Whenever he fell, he got up moving in Godôs direction.  We may fall in a mud hole 

now and then, but we donôt need to wallow in it.  We have been freed from the power of sin in the present, 

and we will be freed from even the presence of sin in time to come when we go to our ñhouse not made with 

handsò.  
 

     So, is freedom all that important?  Ask someone who has just been released from prison, someone who has 

just gotten a cast removed, a student who has just graduated, or a worker who has just retired.  Freedom is 

important enough that the Savior allowed Himself to be put to death and rise again.  Think on that, and then, 

like Mel Gibson in the movie ñBraveheartò shout FREEDOM! 
 

Yours in Christian Freemasonry, 
 

Matthew Quesenberry 

Grand Generalissimo 

vɊɌɊXɊɌɊ ^Îįį÷æŐ rĲæĩæđÛæĦĦŖ 
BĦÎđâ BæđæĦÎċúĩĩúĐė ėñ į÷æ BĦÎđâ
-ėĐĐÎđâæĦŖ ėñ Xđúò÷įĩ }æĐģċÎĦ 
ėñ į÷æ vįÎįæ ėñ ^úĩĩėĲĦú 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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Whenever I say July 4, images come to mind of 
fireworks, parades and picnics. In my youth I looked 

forward to this day as I also looked forward to 
Christmas and Easter. As a child I was allowed to 
shoot Lady Fingers and Roman Candles, twirl 

sparklers, and burn pellets that were called ñsnakes.ò 
As an adolescent I moved up to firecrackers and 
more colorful items that come from black powder. It 

was always sad when we had shot everything up and 
went to bed saying, ñnot again until next year.ò Then 
I went to college and seminary and began a career in 

the ministry of the church. With this new chapter in 
life my interest in fireworks diminished to sitting in 
a chair watching the beauty of light in an otherwise 

dark sky that was illumed by pyro-techniques 
ignited by professionals.  

There are many adults, unlike myself, who enjoy 

shooting fireworks on Independence Day and other 
occasions such as New Yearôs Eve at midnight. 
There are also many people of all ages who consider 

this act of celebration to be the substance of the 
Fourth, just as there are people who equate 
Christmas with Santa Clause, and Easter with the 

Easter Bunny. They miss the real point of the 
holiday being celebrated. 

 

As we have learned in grade school the Fourth of 
July is the birthday of our nation. It is the day when 

the Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of 
Independence and began the signing thereof. 

 

Great Britain had established colonies 
worldwide for trading purposes. Thirteen of them 

were on the coast of the new world now known as 

the Continental United States. Britain ruled these 
colonies from the halls of Parliament giving no 

thought to the desires of the colonists. 
 

Revolt slowly began on the American continent. 
In 1775 the Continental Congress chartered an Army 
on June 14, a Navy on October 3, and a Marine 

Corps on November 10. A military Chaplain Corps 
was established on July 29. Actual fighting had 
broken out several months before anyone thought of 

formerly declaring independence from the mother 
country. But on June 7, 1776, Richard Henry Lee of 
Virginia, in the Continental Congress, moved a 

resolution that ñThese United Colonies are, and of 
right ought to be free and independent States.ò On 
June 10, the congress voted a committee to draft 

such a declaration. On June 11, it named five men to 
serve on this committee: Benjamin Franklin, John 
Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Robert Livingston and 

Roger Sherman. The committee assigned the task of 
drafting the document to Thomas Jefferson. The first 
reading of the resolution took place on July 2 with 

the final adoption of the Declaration of 
Independence being done on July 4, 1776. It was 
first signed by John Hancock ñby order and in behalf 

of Congress.ò 

All of this was kept secret until the first public 
reading on July 8, 1776, in front of the 
Independence Hall in Philadelphia. Whenever a city 

assembly was deemed necessary every church bell 
in town would be rung simultaneously alerting the 

https://history.state.gov/milestones/1776-1783/declaration
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration/how-did-it-happen
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalmall4th/history-of-independence-day.htm?ref=journal.stephenoliveto.com
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residents to assembly at the hall. Such was done four 

days after the adoption of the ñUnanimous 

Declaration.ò The name ñUnanimousò was 

originally erroneous because the New York 

delegation was forbidden by their colonial law to 

cast such a vote. But after the New York legislative 

body voted in favor of the resolution the delegation 

cast a positive vote in favor of the resolution on July 

19, making the adoption of the Declaration 

unanimous. 

 The signature of John Hancock on July 4, 1776, 

was attested by Charles Thomson, the secretary of 

the Congress. On August 2, 1776, fifty more 

members of the Congress signed the document 

which had been embossed on parchment paper by 

order of the Congress. The signing continued in 

September as members who were absent in August 

presented themselves in the autumn of 1776. 
 

 A long war ensued against Great Britain until the 

battle of Yorktown where General Cornwallis 

surrendered to General George Washington on 

October 10, 1781. News of the defeat reached the 

Continental Congress of October 22, 1781. Sporadic 

fighting continued into 1782, primarily in the 

southern states, but the British Prime Minister sued 

for peace after the surrender at Yorktown. 
 

 The Thirteen colonies were now the thirteen 

Free States of America and soon would be known as 

the United States of America. ñBorn on the Fourth 

of Julyò is our national declaration of freedom. We 

have been a free nation since that date in 1776. 

 As Americans we can claim to be a free people, 

but as Christian Freemasons we can claim an even 

greater freedom. Jesus said to his disciples in the 

eighth chapter of John, ñIf you continue in my Word 

you will know the truth and the truth will make you 

free.ò The leaders of the Jews in Jerusalem strongly 

objected to his words, by saying ñWe are sons of 

Abraham and we have always been free. We have 

never been slaves of anyone. Jesus went on to say 

that you have sinned and therefore you are the slaves 

of sin. ñBut if the Son sets you free you shall be free 

indeed.ò He was speaking of his atoning death on 

the cross and his life-giving resurrection. 
 

 Anyone who comes to him he will give eternal 

life and a freedom of spirit that will last throughout 

eternity. This freedom transcends all earthly political 

freedoms and is true life. This is the true joy of the 

knights Templar. This freedom is available to all 

people who put their trust in the lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Prayer: Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of 

freedom you have bestowed on our nation. We thank 

you for the men and women who have served as 

freedom fighters in the armed forces and for those 

who in the halls of the legislatures have been 

spokesmen for freedom, who have made laws for the 

well-being of the citizens of our land and for those 

who have stood for the rights of all people and for 

justice to all humankind. We pray that we shall not 

lose sight of the great gift you have given us in our 

American heritage and that which you made through 

our spiritual heritage in our Lord Jesus Christ in 

whose name we now pray. Amen. 

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/revolutionary-war/battles/yorktown
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Companions all, 
 

 It is an honor to be appointed Chairman of the 
Education Committee this year for the Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of 
Missouri. 
 

 Last month you were informed of changes 
coming to the Distinguished Chapter Award form 
and that updated form should be available to you 
very soon. You can access it on moyorkrite.org, 
under Documents and in the Grand Chapter 
documents drop down. I would like to thank the 
Grand Chapter Education Committee for 
immediately hitting the ground, running, and getting 
these changes made quickly for the start of our new 
Capitular year. 
 

 For the remainder of the year, your Education 
Committee will provide information that will be two 
fold. It can be used to mentor your new members 
and it can be used to refresh and renew the 
knowledge of your experienced members. 
 

Our education series will follow this schedule: 
 

ß July 2025 - Mark Master Degree 
 

ß August 2025 - Mark Master Degree, continues  
 

ß September 2025: Mark Master Degree, continues  
 

ß October 2025: Mark Master Degree, completion 
including quiz and open-ended question 

 

ß November 2025: Past Master Degree, with quiz 
and open ended question 

 

ß December 2025: Most Excellent Master Degree 
 

ß January 2026: Most Excellent Master Degree, 
completion including quiz and open-ended 
question 

 

ß February 2026: Royal Arch Degree 
 

ß March 2026: Royal Arch Degree, continues 
 

ß April 2026: Royal Arch Degree, continues 
 

ß May 2026: Royal Arch Degree, completion 
including quiz and open-ended question 

 

ß June 2026: Wrap up of education for the year 
and a short expose on a passage of scripture from 
the Royal Arch Degree ritual from the role of 
Jeshua, the High Priest. 

 

 This schedule may not fit all Chapters perfectly, 
but it is suggested that your members come prepared 
with a copy of The Beacon in hand, print or digital, 
to your meetings so that they may take part in the 
group readings and discussion that follows. 

 

 

Grand Chapter Capitular Education Series 
July 2025 Mark Master Degree 

 

 The Mark Master Degree section is full of 
information and teachings, and we have broken it 
into four sections. For this month, you are provided 
the following to read and discuss in your Chapter 
meetings:   
ß Origins of the Degree 
 

ß The Mark Degree in the United States 
 

ß The Rule of Three 
 

ß The Overseers 
 

ß ñGood Work, True Work, Square Workò 
 

ß The Mark 
 

§ Extra - this would be a great time to update 
your Chapterôs Book of Marks to ensure all 
of your new members have placed their mark 
on record. 

Capitular Education 2025-2026 
Greg Walker, Chairman 

Committee: REC Donald MacCormick, VEC Lloyd Lyon, VEC Nick Young,  

VEC Doug Rose, VEC James Bell 

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://www.ggcrami.org/aboutus2
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¶ Origins of the Degree 
 

 It has long been known that, throughout the 
history of stone buildings, Stonemasons have 
identified their work with a peculiar mark which 
they engraved on their work. It is also believed that 
these may be familial marks, passed from father to 
son. Whether these were placed as a mark of pride, 
or as a method for being paid for their work is not 
definitively known. What we do know is that these 
marks were never intended to be seen, as we shall 
see later. 
 

 The earliest mention of marks as part of a ritual 
are to be found in Operative documents originating 
in Scotland, including the Schaw Statutes of 1598 
and Kilwinning Lodge in 1698, among others. 
However, the first mention of marks in Speculative 
Freemasonry appear after 1717, although most 
scholars agree a form of the Degree was worked 
much earlier than this. However, it would appear that 
such Degrees were not at all standardized, and 
probably grew up and developed in local pockets. 
The earliest record of Mark Masonry as a true, 
speculative body is on September 1, 1769 in the 

minutes of the Chapter of Friendship of Portsmouth, 
England, which mention that Thomas Dunckerley, 
Pro Grand Master, made a number of those present 
Mark Masons and Mark Masters, each choosing their 
mark. Interestingly enough it mentions that one 
Brother present was óThomas Webbô! Thomas Smith 
Webb was instrumental in establishing the York Rite 
Bodies in the United States-but there is no evidence 
whatsoever that our Thomas Smith Webb ever 
traveled to England. There earliest known Scottish 
record is dated October 8, 1770; and in Ireland 
August 27, 1775, granted by the óKnight Templars 
of Kinsale, County Cork.ô 

The Schaw Statutes 
 

 In England, after the Act of Union in 1813, 
Section 1of the revised Constitutions stated that the 
only Degrees recognized by the United Grand Lodge 
of England (UGLE) were ñéthose of the Entered 

CAPITULAR DEVELOPMENT COURSE 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Capitular_Development_Course/-URTBgAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&printsec=frontcover
https://virginiaroyalarch.org/education/pdfs/The_Keystones_Meaning.pdf
https://md-mrs.com/library/Shaw Statures of 1598.pdf
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Apprentice, the Fellow Craft, and the Master Mason 
including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal 
Arch.ò Since many Lodges had been practicing a 
progressive series which closely paralleled the York 
Rite (and our own system) in which it was a 
requirement for the Mark Degree to be conferred 
prior to receiving the Royal Arch Degree, this was 
now no longer necessary in England. However, it is 
interesting to note that in many of the British 
colonies, including Australia, India and South 
Africa, the Mark Degree was still conferred as a 
prerequisite and even in England the Mask Degree, 
instead of fading into oblivion, gathered under the 
Grand Mark Lodge in 1856, which immediately 
started in issue Chapters for Mark Lodges, with the 
blessing ï or at least indifference ï of UGLE. 

St. Bartholomewôs Church, Brighten UK 
 

 Incidentally, the Royal Ark Mariner Degree, 
which is considered to be one of the oldest rituals, is 
ómooredô to a Mark Lodge in many countries, and 
conferred within that Lodge. Both Degrees embody 
old Masonic traditions: the telling of the story of 
Sing Solomonôs Temple and of Noahôs Ark. Both 
prominently feature a celestial arc: one as if made of 
water in the airy heavens; and one made of stone (or 
earth) soaring above the heads of those in the 
Temple. One possible reason for this is the fact that 
many of the early Guilds put on Miracle Plays in 
medieval times; and while each craft might have its 
Patron Saint, they would also delight in enacting 
Biblical stories of special significance to their trade. 
Stonemasons would naturally gravitate towards the 
telling of the building of the Tower of Babel, or 
King Solomonôs Temple; while the Woodcutters 
would very likely have been inspired by the tale of 
Noahôs Ark, with its wooden boat of literally biblical 
proportions. This fascination has continued until 
more recent times, as we see both in the obsessive 
searches for the remains of Noahôs Ark in Turkey, 
and even in the proportions of St. Bartholomewôs 
Church in Brighton, England, built in the 1870ôs by 

Fr. Arthur Wagner to the exact biblical measurement 
of the Ark.  
 

The Mark Degree in the United States 
 

 In the United States, early versions of the Mark 
Degree were brought across from England, and 
particularly Ireland by the military, and it is clear 
that there would have been a number of versions in 
existence around the colonies. Some of the Lodges 
also followed English tradition: for example, St. 
Johnôs Lodge No. 1, A.Y.M., New York possessed a 
Charter from the Premier Grand Lodge (now sadly 
lost) which purportedly gave them the authority to 
confer the Mark Degree in addition to the Blue 
Lodge Degrees. This was not uncommon prior to the 
Act of the Union. Similarly, Independent Royal Arch 
Lodge No. 2 make a strong claim to be allowed to 
confer the Royal Arch Degree, saying records 
demonstrate this permission dates back to the mid-
1700s. However, two events served to unify and 
freeze the Mark Degree once and for all.  
 

 The first was a series of meetings or conventions 
held by a small number of early Chapters between 
1796 and 1797, from which, on October 24, 1797 in 
Boston, the General Grand Chapter was created. In 
January 1798, the General Grand Chapter of the 
Northern United States was formally established. 
This body, while advisory, chartered Brand Chapters 
and provided guidance across the United States, and 
more recently across the world. 
 

 The second was the creation of a Freemasonôs 
Monitor in 1797, by Thomas Smith Webb. This 
compilation of Rituals included the Mark Master, 
Past Master, Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch 
Mason Degrees. At the time, there was already 
considerable standardization of ritual between the 
several states Conferring them, so Webb did not 
Invent the rituals we now use. However, he 
considerably expanded the Most Excellent Master 
Degree, introduced poems and music into the rituals 
(he was an accomplished musician and conductor) 
and most importantly, his printing of the Monitor 
helped solidify the rituals into an unchanging body 
of work. Although the body of Degrees as a whole is 
still commonly referred to as the óYork Riteô, it 
would be more proper to call them the óAmerican 
Riteô, for the versions we have used in the United 
States for over two hundred years were finalized 
here, in the former British colonies. 
 

The Rule of Three 
 

 As we see in the Blue Lodge Degrees, the 
number three features prominently in this Degree. 
There are three Overseers, three Rulers of the Craft, 
the Candidate enters with two other Craftsmen 

https://www.stbartholomewsbrighton.org.uk/
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carrying three stones for inspection. Once more this 
number reflects the Sacred Delta of Divinity, and 
implies that all work is performed under His 
sleepless eye. In some versions of the Mark Degree 
He is referred to as the Great Overseer. 

Sacred Delta 
 

The Overseers 
 

 The three additional Officers in a Mark Lodge 
are the Junior, Senior and Master Overseers placed, 
according to the ritual, at the South Gate and East 
Gate respectively. Effectively this means they 
double the positions of the Junior Warden, Senior 
Warden and Worshipful Master. Originally, they did 
not exist and their functions were taken by the JW, 
SW and WM instead. However, over time they were 
included in rituals as an important representation of 
those Masons responsible for supervising the work ï 
a theme which become increasingly important 
through the Capitular Degrees. 
 

ñGood Work, True Work, Square Workò 
 

One of the interesting sections of the Mark degree 
center upon the presentation of three Ashlars for 
inspection. Two are accepted because they are ógood 
work, true work, square work.ô In other words, those 
stones tested ï and therefore presumably carved ï 
using only a square as a guide are accepted. 
However, the design of the third stone requires both 
a square and compasses to create: the top is an arc 
and the mark is contained within a circle. This is a 
new Order of Masonry. Initially the stone designed 
by square and compasses is rejected, but later it is 
relocated and given a position of prominence in the 
building.  

 This indicates and important transition which 
takes place between the Blue and Capitular Degrees. 
While the Square was sufficient to design the stones 
or ashlars required for general building in the 
Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft and Master Mason 
Degrees, those of the Capitular Degrees now employ 
the compasses as well. The stone is recognized in the 
Mark Degree, and is one of the discoveries which 
ultimately leads to the recovery of the Masterôs 
Word in the Royal Arch Degree. 

George Washington placing the cornerstone of the Capitol 
 

The Mark 
 

 In early times, the Masons carving a stone would 
place an identifying mark upon it. This was so the 
inspectors of the work could identify the craftsman 
responsible for each component stone. As a sign of 
approval, they often added their mark to the stone, to 
show that it had passed inspection and was ready to 
be employed in construction. A third mark was often 
added, to indicate which place in the building the 
stone was to be used. Nowadays we can see evidence 
of such marks on stones in castles, cathedrals and 
other buildings. However, it was never intended that 
these marks would be seen. Immediately after the 
walls were erected they would normally be covered 
in mortar or plaster and therefore remain invisible, 
unless the plaster fell off at a later period. Operative 
Masonsô marks would be recorded in a Book of 

https://gwmemorial.org/blogs/news/the-eye-of-providence

