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Companions,  
 

 Greetings all, I hope you had a great Independence Day. This is the start of our Nationôs 250th year. 
Something I think we can all be proud of. We are not a perfect nation, but as in Masonry we are striving to 
shape our rough ashlar into a more perfect stone. Our work is not done, but working Together Everyone 
Achieves More (T.E.A.M.). 
 

 This has been a very busy month for me. I have been lucky enough to have made several official visits so 
far. I appreciate the warm reception I have received and look forward to visiting every chapter within the state. 
This is the fun part of the job, and I am really enjoying it. 
 

 I have got to tell you about one visit that really blew my mind. It was on July 7th, at Joplin Chapter 
Number 91. Now Joplin Chapter meets in the Joplin Scottish Rite Cathedral, but in a Lodge Room just off the 
Cathedral floor. Well, the night of my visit they stepped up their game and received me in full form on the 
Cathedral floor. What an honor it was to be acknowledged as the Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons of 
Missouri and received in such a beautiful Cathedral of the Joplin Scottish Rite. I was truly humbled and awe 
struck. The picture below does not do justice to the emotion I felt standing on the stage in the East of the 
Chapter and looking out on the majesty of the Cathedral. 
 

 Be on the lookout for your RARA boxes in your Chapters. Our RARA committee has started collecting 
nickels to support our charity. 
 

 Enjoy the rest of the summer. And watch out for those ducks, I understand they are showing up in some 
strange places. 
 

Thank you all and May God Bless, 
 

Jim McManigle 
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Greetings Companions, 
 

I hope this message finds all of you well and enjoying your summer. It has been a great first month serving 
as your Grand Master. As the term is just getting rolling, two of our regions have already had their first 
Council Schools of Instruction. Region 6 held theirs at DeSoto Lodge and Region 5 held theirs at Noble Lodge 
in St. Louis. Fortunately, I had the pleasure of attending both sessions. Attendance was light, but that is to be 
expected during June and July. However, that didnôt stop our Regional Deputy Grand Lecturers from 
conducting great schools covering the opening and closing of a council and including the ñwhyò behind some 
of the things we say and do during the process. I was impressed with and appreciated the commitment of the 
companions who participated. And as usual, we all learned something! 
 

I was also afforded the opportunity to attend the Missouri Jobôs Daughters Grand Session in Jefferson City 
last month, to present the Grand Council Youth Award to a deserving young lady. This was my first 
opportunity to attend one of their Grand Sessions, and as expected, I was quite impressed. I am looking 
forward to attending the annual sessions for both the Missouri Order of Rainbow for Girls and Missouri 
DeMolay next year. 
 

As a Senior DeMolay myself, I have witnessed firsthand what our masonic youth organizations do in 
support and development of our future leaders. Speaking of our Masonic youth, DeMolay was a major 
influence in my life during my teen years, directly contributing to my development as a leader, not only in 
fraternal circles, but also in my career. For this reason, the net proceeds from the sale of my coin this year will 
be donated to Missouri DeMolay. 
 

Official visits will be starting very soon, and I am looking forward to speaking with many of you as I visit 
your councils in the coming months. In the meantime, please engage with your councils, and enjoy the many 
experiences this great fraternity has to offer! 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Taz Meyer 
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Sir Knight and Companions, 
 

I have always struggled with the idea of going dark over the summer. Most of you are probably familiar 
with the phrase; for those who are not, it refers to the practice, dating back to the early 20th century, of 
Masonic bodies not meeting during the summer months. 

 

There are many theories about how it originated. Some say it had to do with rural lodges in the farmlands. 
Because the long days were never long enough for planting and harvesting. The theory is that lodges in these 
areas would cease operations so the farmers could devote that time to working their fields. That makes sense. 
At least in the past. In 1937, we had over 7 million farms in America. Now that number is less than 1.9 
million. And the number of farmers needed to work that land has decreased due to advances in technology and 
machinery. 

 

Another theory is that the practice had to do with old buildings and the lack of air conditioning. I can 
understand that; no one likes to be uncomfortable. But discomfort alone does not explain why a lodge should 
suspend its work for an entire season, especially when churches, factories, offices, and other community 
institutions find ways to continue through the summer. 
 

Summer vacations could be another explanation, but that argument raises two questions. First, most 
vacations last a week or two, not eight weeks, so why should the lodge assume, everyone will be gone for the 
whole season? Second, if vacations justify going dark in summer, should we also assume the same during 
spring break, Christmas, and other travel-heavy times of year? 
 

Some might argue that we simply need a break from Craft. I understand the impulse, but Masonry is not 
merely another appointment on the calendar. If we treat it like a hobby that can be paused without 
consequence, we should not be surprised when brethren struggle to return with the same commitment. 

 

But the real question is whether this practice helps our lodges and commandries fulfill their work today? 
 

We are creatures of habit. If we go to the gym every morning, we build a routine; when we stop, it is hard 
to get started again. The same is true of our Masonic obligations. Remember the Covid lockdowns? Remember 
how hard it was to get brethren back into the habit of fraternal work? 
 

My point is that many of us have bylaws requiring us to go dark over the summer. I would rather we not 
have this practice. But if we do, I prefer the approach taken by lodges and commanderies that make it an 
option by vote. Enough meetings are cancelled because of lack of quorum, weather, and other unavoidable 
conflicts. If we are going to step away from the Craft for a reason, let it be because the brethren have 
deliberately chosen that course, not because an old habit made the decision for us. 
 

Fraternally yours in Freemasonry, 
 

S.K. Terry Coppotelli, Right Eminent Commander 
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 The July 9th, A.D. 2026 | A.I. 2556 stated 
convocation of Caldwell Chapter No. 53 R.A.M. 
may have been low on attendance, but it was full of 
fellowship! Following an excellent meal prepared by 
Comp. Christopher W. Boyer, Caldwell Chapter 
opened for the first time using the Short Form (or so-
called ñSix Manò) opening ritual, with those officers 
present advancing to fill the required offices. 
Congratulations to Comp. Nicholas B. Hatfield, 
Principal Sojourner of Caldwell Chapter, for 
presiding over his first convocation as High Priest 
pro tempore! 
 

 Following a short but substantive business 
meeting, V.E.C. Christian M. Jessen, Grand Organist 
of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the 
State of Missouri, who made a surprise visit to 
Caldwell Chapter, was received. It was an excellent 
evening of Capitular Freemasonry in North 
Missouri!  

2026 Missouri Jobs Daughters Grand Session.  

https://www.facebook.com/MOYorkRite/
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 As we enter into our 250th anniversary of this 
great country, we can look back and see all the 
changes that have occurred over time. Some good 
while others are bad. However, these moments in 
history that have shaped our country into what it is 
today. To some, we are still in our infancy. To others 
we are a well-established union within the world. 
Yet, democracy has come with a price, but we have 
survived it and are moving forward through another 
century. With success comes celebration. So, let us 
examine some of those past milestone celebrations 
of our day of our Independence from an unjust rule 
without representation. 

 The date was Tuesday, July 4, 1826, the United 
States was still in its infancy. We were about to 
celebrate our 50th anniversary. To celebrate this 
event, a commission was put together to plan the 
festivities. It was headed by General Roger Chew 
Weightman, the mayor of the City of Washington 
D.C. As part of the festivities, Weightman had 
invited the last three living signers of our 
Declaration of Independence to attend; Thomas 

Jefferson, John Adams, and Charles Caroll. 
However, they would all send their regrets due to 
their poor health and advancing ages.  

 The celebration would Kick off with a reading of 
the Declaration of Independence, speeches by 
various dignitaries, a parade of Revolutionary War 
veterans, cannons firing, and community picnics. 
Unbeknownst at that time, Presidents Thomas 
Jefferson and John Adams would die due to their 
illnesses just hours apart. Since communication was 
so much slower at that time, news of their deaths 
would not reach Washington D.C. until the 8th of 
July. A memorial service would be held at a later 
date. On a side note, there were 26 states in the 
union by the time of our 50th anniversary. 
 

 By the time our 100th anniversary rolled around, 
the festivities were quite a bit bigger. Our human 
experiment had become more solid and 
substantiable. Ulysses S. Grant was President, and 
we had 38 states in our union. Patriotic events of the 
day would include parades, and an American 
Freedom Train which toured all 38 states. A 
centennial exhibition held in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, would showcase our industrial 
achievements of the time. It was estimated that 
nearly 10 million visitors had traveled to 
Philadelphia to experience this spectacular event. 
This event would run from May 10th to November 
10th.  
 

 Our 150th anniversary fell on Sunday July 4, 
1926. It was celebrated by a Sesquicentennial 
International Exposition in Philadelphia. This event, 
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which ran between May 31st to December 31st, was 
doomed from the start. From its beginning 
construction on the exposition was plagued by a 
multitude of problems. Among which were people 
having to wade through mud and wander along 
unpaved sidewalks to reach the heart of the 
fairgrounds. Once there carpenters were found still 
building exhibit halls, and there were many empty 
locations where attractions had yet to be built. 

 At the same time, 200,000-plus Shriners were in 
town for their annual convention. This was held 
between May 30th to June 3rd. What they 
discovered was that their parade and rallies were the 
only events planned for the early days of the fair. 
After the convention, many of them would return 
home disappointed, telling family and friends that 
the exposition was not worth visiting. 
 

 Attendance at the Sesquicentennial Exposition 
failed to match the numbers of Philadelphiaôs 1876 
centennial celebration, which attracted roughly 20 
percent of the countryôs population. Organizers 
predicted that 30 million people would visit the 1926 
fair; ultimately, fewer than five million people 
actually show up. 
 

 The low attendance would affect the revenue 
needed to break even on the event. Exact figures on 
how much was lost are hard to find. However, it has 
been suggested that the fair lost approximately 22 
million dollars, which is equivalent to more than 
$410 million dollars by todayôs standards. This 
almost bankrupted the city of Philadelphia. By this 
point, we had 48 states in our union. 
 

 What were the causes of the sesquicentennialôs 
problems? Well, reviewing historical document; 
poor planning, weather problems throughout the 
event, and lukewarm reviews by early fair goers. 
 

 We now jump to our Bicentennial, which fell on 

Sunday, July 4, 1976. That year we had celebrations 
in New York City with "Operation Sail," bringing a 
fleet of more than 200 ships from all over to the 
Hudson River to participate in a boat parade. This 
event drew a crowd of approximately 6 million 
people. 
 

 A Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage to 
Pennsylvania, where 50 18th-century-style wagons, 
one for each state, retraced the steps of early settlers 
by traveling west to east to do a "replay of history, in 
reverse." Along the way, each state's wagon stopped 
at festivals and fairs before converging in Valley 
Forge National Park for a celebration. 
 

 The Grand Bicentennial Parade in Washington, 
D.C., on July 3, 1976, drew one of the largest 
crowds the capital had seen in America's 200 years, 
rallying an estimated 500,000 spectators. Vice 
President Nelson Rockefeller and country music icon 
Johnny Cash led the ceremony down Constitution 
Avenue in separate vehicles, followed by marching 
bands, and military units. 
 

 Two major "God Bless America" rallies 
organized by Rev. Sun Myung Moon, a Korean 
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religious leader who founded the controversial 
Unification Church, drew tens of thousands of 
Americans each in 1976, beginning with a festival at 
Yankee Stadium in New York on June 1 and capping 
off with a Bicentennial festival on the National Mall 
in Washington D.C. on Sept. 18. During a speech, 
Moon made the case that America has a "global 
responsibility" to defeat communism and "build the 
Kingdom of God on Earth." 

 Historians and locals have long reenacted one of 
the most pivotal events in the American 
Revolutionary War: General George Washington's 
sneaky crossing of the Delaware River, when he led 
2,400 troops through icy waters on Christmas night 
in 1776 for a surprise attack on Hessian soldiers in 
Trenton, New Jersey.  
 

 After addressing the nation twice on the most 
significant Independence Day up to that point, 
President Ford stood out on the White House 
balcony with first lady Betty Ford to enjoy the 
Washington, D.C., fireworks show on the National 
Mall. An estimated 1 million people gathered near 
the Washington Monument for the 30-minute show, 
which featured a then-record-breaking 33,000 
fireworks. 
 

 The National Gallery of Art opened its marquee 
Bicentennial exhibit, titled "The Eye of Thomas 
Jefferson," on June 1, 1976, celebrating near the U.S. 
Capitol with fireworks over a replica of President 
Jefferson's Monticello home. The show lasted about 
20 minutes, with an estimated 30,000 people 
gathered for one of the earlier summer celebrations. 
 

 At D.C.'s National Archives on July 4, 
Americans waited in line to see the Declaration of 
Independence and listened and cheered during a 
public reading of the document. 

 We now enter into the 250th Anniversary 
Celebration of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence. As of the writing of this article, we 
have not reached that date. So, instead of sharing 
those events, we will list the upcoming events.  
 

Ý The Great American State Fair is a massive 16-
day exposition running from June 25 to July 10, 
2026, on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., 
celebrating America's 250th birthday. It features 
state pavilions, live music, a carnival, and an 
iconic Ferris wheel. 

 

Ý FIFA World Cup 2026 Fan Zones: Hosted across 
National Mall and other major U.S. cities, 
including Philadelphia and Houston, coinciding 
with summer matches. 

 

Ý The 2026 Patriot Games: Youth and adult 
athletic challenges honoring the American spirit, 
culminating in a prime-time broadcast on August 
13, 2026 

 

Ý Sail250 and International Naval Reviews: Major 
maritime celebrations in places like the New 
York Harbor and Virginia, featuring majestic tall 
ships. 

 

Ý National Museum Exhibits: The Smithsonian 
Institution is hosting special exhibits, such as In 
Pursuit of Life, Liberty & Happiness, and the 
National Portrait Gallery features Photographic 
Memory. 

 

 I might be a little biased, but I think that the 
United States of America is the greatest country that 
God allowed to be created. As Americans, we have 
the greatest freedoms of anyone else in the entire 
world. So, stay free and enjoy those freedoms.  



 мм 

 As we assemble here today we thought it would 
not only be fruitful but possible entertaining to look 
back roughly 100 years ago and see what our past 
Companions were doing as they assembled at the 
61st Annual Assembly of Royal & Select Masters. 
 

 The time was Wednesday, April 26, 1926, in 
Kirksville, Missouri. Welcoming remarks were 
given by IC Thomas H. Reynolds on behalf of 
Solomon Council, which held the unique distinction 
of never having worked under dispensation, but 
rather being chartered instantly on petition in 1894, 
Reynolds being their first Master. 
 

 Much of the address of then Grand Master 
Bernal Tatman could be mistaken as being written 
for todayôs world. Many of the same issues facing 
our companions of the past are with us in the 
present. His focus was on the ñmoral vigor and 
intellectual leadershipò of being a ROYAL and 
SELECT man. Having briefly touched upon the past 
accomplishments of many distinguished Masons of 
the Revolutionary Era, he asked this question, 
ñWhether Freemasonry is devoting itself with equal 
energy and ability to the problems of today?ò 
Tatman continued that ñour order is committed to the 
support of enlightened government by the people, to 
uphold the law of the land, and combatting the forces 
that undermine religion and our free institutions.ò 
Much of the anxiety and woes of the moral decay of 
the day was directed towards the rapidly evolving 
mechanical age which can be compared to todayôs 
advancement of technology in the field of Artificial 
General Intelligence. 
 

 He went on to state that ñA direct responsibility 
rests upon Freemasonry in connection with these 
problems. It is our duty to aid American children in 
receiving more light from the Holy Bible that rests 
upon our altar. Are we speaking with one clear voice 
on the public school or are we broadcasting our 
several views from many stations and obtaining no 
result but static?ò Another similar issue following 
the First Great War was the issue of unrestricted 
immigration and how we as a Craft might contribute 
to the preservation of American ideals by promoting 
the brotherhood of man on a lofty plane. Closing out 
his address was a stanch and emotional defense of 
the now repealed 18th Amendment known then as 

Prohibition. Which I will leave it to you to peruse at 
your own pleasure. The main controversy of the 
session was the removal of the Grand Recorderôs 
Office from St. Louis, which was deemed 
unauthorized and unsolicited by any one person and 
that the location be designated in the By-Laws and 
approved by the voting delegates and the property of 
the Grand Council that was removed by returned 
immediately. This was resolved with an amendment 
later that same day. 
 

Some interesting facts in 1926 
 

Ý Membership at the time was 12,483 members 
spread across 21 Councils. 

 

Ý The Grand Chapter that year had reported an 
increase in 68, Grand Commandery net increase 
of 6, and the Grand Council saw 683. 

 

Ý The three Council with the largest increase were 
presented silver bowls, they being Shekinah 24, 
Zabud 25, and Fidelity 35. 

 

Ý The Necrology service noted the passing of MIC 
Robert Stevenson, PGM 1903, GL in 1904, and 
Gr Recorder from 1905-1923. 

 

 Almost every Council exemplified the work at 
every visit of the Grand Master who was 
accompanied by the Grand Lecture on every visit but 
one. In attendance was Most Puissant Comp Bert S. 
Lee from Springfield Missouri, then Gen. Grand 
Master of GCCGMI, and occasion which would not 
be repeated until 2023 by MPC William G. Snyder. 

https://illinoismasonicregalia.com/


 мн 

 
 
 

   

https://www.modemolay.org/

