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Dear Companions and Brethren All, 
 

 I am very humbled to have been elected and installed as your Grand High Priest for the ensuing Capitular 
Yearôs 179th Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri. This is a 
great honor, and I will do my best to make you all proud.  
 

 This year we have a great line of officers, who are already working hard to improve and grow the Grand 
Chapter. As well as your local Chapters. Additionally, I wish to welcome to the advancing line V.E.C. John C. 
Caraker, who was installed as Grand Master of the 1st Veil. John will be doing double duty this year as he is 
also the Grand Lecture. 
 

 Our slogan this year, and it is on my coin, is, ñTogether Everyone Achieves Moreò, (T.E.A.M.). Working 
together we can accomplish so much more than trying to do it alone. Will you be part of our T.E.A.M.? 
 

 If you missed the Grand Session, you missed a truly wonderful experience. We started with an informal 
ingathering of the Allied Masonic Degrees. Some exciting things are happening there. Then we moved to the 
Missouri Rainbow for Girls who did their Legacy Degree, a very impressive ceremony. On Thursday our 
official program started with the Commandery going first, followed by the Grand Chapter on Friday, and 
concluding with the Grand Council on Saturday. These meetings were interesting and active. Coming soon to 
the Grand website will be the listings of new officers and committees. Please be patient as the Grand 
Secretary has a lot to catch up with after our Grand Sessions. 
 

 Oh, on a separate note, the dinner and entertainment were something to behold. I understand that Jimmy 
ñThe Fishò is still looking for his duck. Watch out for him, he has friends that are not so nice. IYKYK. 
 

 This year we will continue our support of R.A.R.A. with the sale of my Grand High Priest coin. They are 
only $20 each and available on the Grand York Rite website or with your friendly District Deputy Grand High 
Priest. It is an impressive coin and will be pictured in this publication very soon. We will be adding additional 
fundraising events for our R.A.R.A. charity as this Masonic year continues. Keep an eye out for those future 
announcements. 
 

 Our ritual is what sets us apart from other fraternal organizations. I encourage you all to practice and 
execute that ritual in the finest manner possible. If we fail to demonstrate our ritual in a serious heartfelt way, 
those that come to us will fail to see the important and thus eventually fall away. I strongly encourage all our 
chapter officers to strive and earn their proficiency card in at least one of our ritualistic areas. 
 

 For many years our chapters have been struggling with degreasing membership. This problem exists 
throughout our fraternity. Recruitment is not the only answer. We must work hard to hold on to our current 
members. Together we need to meet the wishes an desires of our membership in order to retain our 
Companions within our Chapters. Due to this, I have instructed your committee on Membership and Retention 
to assist in working on this problem, but in the end, we will need everyoneôs help. 
 

Together Everyone Achieves More, T.E.A.M. Will you be part of our T.E.A.M.? 
 

Thank you all and May God Bless, 
 

Jim McManigle 
Grand High Priest 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
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Greetings Companions, 
 

 As you read this message, we have just recently completed our 160th Annual Assembly, which was held 

in St. Louis on Saturday, June 13th, as part of the 2026 Grand York Rite Session. I cannot begin to express 

how humbled and honored I am, that you have elected me to serve as your Grand Master this year. I promise 

you that I will do my very best to be worthy of the confidence you have placed in me. I am looking forward to 

working closely with Grand High Priest McManigle and Grand Commander Coppotelli to continue moving 

York Rite Masonry forward in Missouri this year. 
 

 We are poised to have a great year, my Companions. Your Grand Council has an outstanding officer corps 

that is ready, and able to serve you this year. You will soon see us attending your assemblies and other events, 

showing our support and serving as a resource for you if necessary. Your council leadership should not 

hesitate to contact your Regional Deputy Grand Master or Regional Deputy Grand Lecturer, whichever might 

be deemed appropriate for the situation. Regional officers are there to provide assistance and guidance to the 

councils as needed throughout the year, to ensure their success. 
 

 Reflecting on the events of this yearôs session, I was reminded of goals shared by MIC Matthew Ruth 

during his year as Grand Master. He was sharing sage advice that had been given to him by a friend and PGM 

of the Grand Council of Oklahoma, who said, ñEverything you do must accomplish three goals:  
 

1. The organization must do something for the good of Masonry.  

2. You and your attendees must enjoy themselves.  

3. You must make someone wish they had attended.ò  
 

 I think everyone that attended would agree that this yearôs Grand York Rite Session accomplished all three 

of these goals! 
 

 As we begin this new term, I encourage each of you to be active within your Council. You do not need to 

be an officer to contribute to its success. Volunteer for a committee. Present an educational offering. Help 

coordinate an event. And please, donôt be afraid to try something different! We all know that you canôt keep 

repeating the same behavior and expect to get different results. Remember Companions, you are members of a 

ñselectò group. Itôs up to you to create an exceptional experience that you and your companions will not want 

to miss! 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Taz A. Meyer 

Grand Master 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

 Lately, I have been thinking a lot about pencils. The first wood-cased pencils were invented in 1560 by 

Italian inventors Simonio and Lyndiana Bernacotti. Their basic design has remained largely unchanged, with 

the eraser perhaps the most significant addition. The pencil has long been (and remains) an indispensable part 

of everyday life. Americans use more than 2 billion pencils each year, yet most of us give little thought to this 

simple, reliable tool. 
 

 There is an old television show, How Itôs Made, that many people have probably watched at some point. 

Each week, it featured everyday objects such as nails, razor blades, buttons, and more, and showed how raw 

materials were transformed through a complex, unseen process into the familiar items we use every day. The 

show could draw you in for hours, revealing the surprising amount of work behind things you had never given 

much thought. 
 

 One episode focused on pencils. It began in the forest, explaining which types of wood work best, then 

moved to quarries to show where graphite and other materials come from. The episode also visited rubber 

plantations, where latex is extracted from trees and later processed into erasers, and explained how the paint is 

chosen and applied. It even covered why some pencils are labeled ñNo. 2ò instead of ñNo. 3.ò In just ten 

minutes, you realize how much work goes into creating something so ordinary, something you might use to 

finish a crossword puzzle or keep score at a baseball game. 
 

 I had that same revelation this week in St. Louis. In 2012, I attended my first Grand Session, and I have 

been to every one since. At each session, I would arrive, check into my room, pick up a copy of the 

Proceedings, watch the ceremonies, share the meals, usually find something to complain about, and then head 

home. This year, after seeing how much unseen work goes into a Grand Session, I have an entirely new 

perspective. Planning begins years before the event itself. Venues contacted, contracts reviewed, meals 

selected, agendas created, reports compiled, finances checked, altars moved, Proceedings printed, flags 

procured, and entertainment is arranged. The list goes on and on. Like any major production, so much happens 

behind the scenes, carried out by people we may never think to thank. Yet without their efforts, this annual 

opportunity for fellowship would not happen. To say I am humbled by the work that made our York Rite 

Grand Session a success is an understatement. Scores of officers, York Rite Masons, wives, friends of the 

fraternity, out-of-state guests, families, and individual attendees all helped make it possible and meaningful. I 

will tell the truth: I was exhausted when it was overééand I am already looking forward to the next one. 

Thank you to all of you for choosing me as your Grand Commander, and I will be seeing you very soon. 
 

Fraternally Yours, 
 

Terry Coppotelli 

 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
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Companions and Sir Knights,  
 

 It is with great sadness that we inform you of the passing of M.E.C. E. Allen Kohler, Past Grand High 
Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri 1976-1977, Honorary Past Master 
of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of Missouri 1998, and Honorary Past Grand Commander 
of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar 1995. 
 

 M.E.C. Kohler, aged 88, went to be with his Lord and Savior on May 14, 2026, with family by his side.  
He was born on Saturday, January 15, 1938 in Huntsville, Missouri, to Estele and Anna (Hackley) Kohler.  He 
attended public school in Huntsville and graduated from the Huntsville High School in 1955. After which,  
M.E.C. Kohler attended Moberly Area Community College and completed his education at the University of 
Missouri in the School of Business Administration 1959. While attending Mizzou he became a member of 
Beta Gamma Sigma and Alpha Kappa Psi fraternities.  
 

 During high school, Allen was employed by the Farmers and Merchants Bank, Huntsville, and continued 
his employment in the bank while attending Junior College. While attending the University of Missouri, he 
was employed by the Exchange National Bank, Columbia. After graduation he continued working for the 
Columbia Bank and was employed by Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co. for 4 years. In 1965, he returned to the Farmers 
and Merchants Bank, and retired from the bank.  
 

 M.E.C. Allen served 6 years in the Missouri Army National Guard, 175th Military Police Battalion, 
Company C, Moberly, where he attained the rank of Staff Sergeant. He was honorably discharged in 1966 
after serving as Communications Chief and Supply Sergeant. 
 

 Additionally, he was a volunteer fire fighter for the Huntsville Volunteer Fire Department; Fire Chief for 
the West Randolph Rural Fire Association; and consultant to Westran Fire Protection District. He was a 
faithful member of the Huntsville First Baptist Church serving in many roles throughout the years. Allen 
began representing the City of Huntsville in 1985 on the Clarence Cannon Wholesale Water Commission 
(CCWWC) Board of Directors until 2016. Allen served as vice- president and president of the CCWWC 
Board of Directors where he represented the Commission at State meetings and Washington, D.C. as a 
lobbyist.  
 

 As a member of the Huntsville Lionôs Club, he served as President and Treasurer. He attended many State 
Wide events and was elected District 26C Governor in 1966. 2005-2006 he was elected District 26M-6 
Governor for Lionôs International. Allenôs passion for shooting sports helped develop the Huntsville Lionôs 
Club shooting sports facility north of Huntsville. He served as President of the Huntsville Community Club; 
Treasurer of the Huntsville Merchants Association; and Treasurer of the Huntsville Cemetery Trust Fund.  
 

 Allenôs Masonic activities spanned more than 60 years. He was raised in Huntsville Lodge Number 30 
where he served as Worshipful Master for two terms, 1969 and 1971. He served as Junior Grand Marshal of 
the Grand Lodge of Missouri 1973-74; he was elected Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons of Missouri in 1976; charter member of the Bruce Harmon Hunt York College; Director of the 
Masonic Home of Missouri; Worthy Patron of the Dorothy Chapter Number 131, O.E.S; Ararat Shrine of 
Kansas City; Treasurer of Coon Creek Shrine Club; Order of the High Priesthood; Missouri Association of 
Past Commanders; and 32 degree member of the Columbia Valley of Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite.  
 

M.E.C. Kohler will be greatly missed by all who knew him. 
 

Fraternally Yours, 
 

Grand York Rite Office 
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 The follow are the changes to the By Laws of  the Grand Chapter, Grand Council, and Grand Commandery 
of the State of Missouri. This should not  be considered the exact verbiage of the Constitution and By Laws of 
those Grand Bodies. Instead, this should be considered and informational guide to changes. Actual law should 
be obtained from the Grand By Laws of those bodies through the Grand York Rite Office and/or its webpages. 
 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri 
 

ARTICLE II 
Grand Officers 

 

Section 9B. Grand Historian. A Grand Historian shall be appointed by the Grand High Priest. The duties of 
the Grand Historian shall be to collect and assemble historical data pertinent to the Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons State of Missouri. Such data shall be published annually in the proceedings of the Grand 
Chapter.  The Grand Historian will be free to determine his choice of historical data to be compiled each year. 
The Grand Historian shall be free to publish his assembled data in other publications of Masonic character 
without prior approval of the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri. The Grand Historian 
will receive no Compensation.  The honorary title of the Grand Historian will be Very Excellent Companion or 
the highest honorary title held by that individual in the Grand Chapter. 
 

ARTICLE VXIII 
Dues 

 

L. The Grand Secretary shall annually remit to the secretaries of participating subordinate chapters their 
prorated portion of the earnings of the Endowed Membership fund minus per capita. This is provided that no 
earnings shall be distributed on any Endowed Membership until after January 1 of the second (2nd) calendar 
year after such fee, paid in full, is deposited with the Grand Secretary.  
 

The Endowed Membership Fund shall establish as the Base Principal those funds received by the Grand 
Secretary from subordinate chapters for the purchase of an Endowed Membership. As new memberships are 
purchased the Base Principal will increase. At no time shall the fund draw down below this Base Principal. 
 

Distribution of the Investment Growth in the fund shall follow these guidelines. The Investment Committee 
shall, as soon as practical after January 1 of each year, advise the Endowed Membership Committee the 
amount of gain or loss in the investments of Endowed Membership Fund. 
 

Any gains accrued will be distributed as follows: First, the current Per Capita will be paid for all living 
Endowed members by the Grand Chapter. Second, from the remaining funds, 30% will be retained in the 
Endowed Membership Fund to fortify the continued growth of the fund and become part to the Base Principal. 
Third, the remaining 70% will be distributed to the subordinate Chapters on a prorated basis for the total 
number of endowed members, living and deceased that are/were members of that Chapter. 
 

ARTICLE XXIX 
Masonic Membership Solutions (MMS) 

 

Section 223. Chapter Secretary Responsibilities 
 

D. Secretaries and IT Representatives shall log in to MMS no less than monthly to maintain access credentials 
and to make any approved membership changes. This section has been deleted from the bylaw by a vote of 
the membership. 
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Standing Resolution No. 16 
 

Whereas, Excellent Companion William Gene Snyder has served the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the 
State of Missouri with particular dedication and sense of responsibility for many years, and 
 

Whereas, Excellent Companion Snyder continued his Masonic service and was advanced to the office of 
General Grand Master of the General Grand Council Cryptic Masons International, and 
 

Whereas, he has done much to advance the aims and preserve the traditions of York Rite Masonry, and 
 

Whereas, his international service has reflected admirably on the Grand York Rite of Missouri, and 
 

Whereas, his admirable and self-sacrificing example of honor and courage, placing the welfare of the Order 
above all personal ambition, will remain in perpetuity an inspiration to all who wear the apron of Missouri 
Capitular Masonry, 
 

Therefore, be it resolved, that Excellent Companion William Gene Snyder be invested with the rank and 
dignity of Honorary Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of 
Missouri, with all honors and privileges thereto appertaining. 
 

Standing Resolution No. 17 
 

Presented verbally from the floor by MEC Kevin B. Sample, HPGHP, that REC Donald MacCormack, be 
made a Honorary Past Grand High Priest, for his leadership and work for the Grand York Rite of the State of 
Missouri. It passed and was accepted by a vote of the membership. 
 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the States of Missouri 
 

ARTICLE VXI 
Endowed Membership (Renamed 5/19/05) 

 

12. The Grand Recorder shall annually remit to the recorders of participating constituent Councils, their 
prorated portion of the earnings of the Endowed Membership Fund minus per capita. This is provided that no 
earnings shall be distributed on any Endowed Membership until January 1 of the second (2nd) calendar year 
after such fee, paid in full, is deposited with the Grand Recorder.  
 

The Endowed Membership Fund shall establish as the Base Principal those funds received by the Grand 
Recorder from subordinate Councils for the purchase of an Endowed Membership. As new memberships are 
purchased the Base Principal will increase. At no time shall the fund draw down below this Base Principal. 
 

Distribution of the Investment Growth in the fund shall follow these guidelines. The Investment Committee 
shall, as soon as practical after January 1 of each year, advise the Endowed Membership Committee the 
amount of gain or loss in the investments of Endowed Membership Fund. 
 

Any gains accrued will be distributed as follows: First, the current Per Capita will be paid for all living 
Endowed members by the Grand Council. Second, from the remaining funds, 30% will be retained in the 
Endowed Membership Fund to fortify the continued growth of the fund and become part to the Base Principal. 
Third, the remaining 70% will be distributed to the subordinate Councils on a prorated basis for the total 
number of endowed members, living and deceased that are/were members of that Council. 
 

ARTICLE XIX 
 

Masonic Membership Solutions (MMS) 
SEC 148. Council Recorder Responsibilities 

 

D. Recorders and IT Representatives shall log in to MMS no less than monthly to maintain 
access credentials and to make any approved membership changes. This section has been deleted from the 
bylaw by a vote of the membership. 
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Grand Commandery of Knights Templar  
of the State of Missouri 

 

ARTICLE XII - Endowment Fund 
Section 229. Grand Commandery Endowed Membership. 

 

E. Distribution. The net income, minus per-capita, from such fund shall be distributed annually to the 
endowed Commanderies prior to January 1. This is provided that no income shall be distributed on any 
endowed membership until January 1, of the second (2nd) calendar year after such fee, paid in full, is 
deposited with the Grand Recorder. The Grand Commandery shall be entitled to no more of the net income 
from the endowed membership than the aforesaid per-capita (less Grand Encampment per-capita), or 50% of 
the net income (less Grand Encampment per-capita), whichever is less. (Amended 05/16/08, 
Repealed ??/??/??) This section has been deleted from the bylaw by a vote of the membership. 
 

ARTICLE XII - Endowment Fund 
Section 229. Grand Commandery Endowed Membership. 

 

J. Continued Income. Following the death of an endowed member of a Missouri Commandery, 30% of the net 
income from that endowed membership shall be retained and added to the fundôs principal to provide for 
growth of the fund. The remainder of the net income, minus per-capita 
(less Grand Encampment per-capita), shall be distributed to the endowed Commanderies. The Grand 
Commandery shall be entitled to no more of the remaining net income from the endowed membership than the 
aforesaid per capita (less Grand Encampment per-capita), or 50% of the remaining net income (less Grand 
Encampment per-capita), whichever is less. (Adopted 05/20/00, Amended 05/16/08, Repealed ??/??/??) This 
section has been deleted from the bylaw by a vote of the membership. 
 

ARTICLE XII - Endowment Fund 
Section 229. Grand Commandery Endowed Membership. 

 

K. Distribution and Continued Income. The Grand Recorder shall annually remit to the recorders of 
participating constituent Commanderies, their prorated portion of the earnings of the Endowed Membership 
Fund minus per capita. This is provided that no earnings shall be distributed on any Endowed Membership 
until January 1 of the second (2nd) calendar year after such fee, paid in full, is deposited with the Grand 
Recorder. The Endowed Membership Fund shall establish as the Base Principal those funds received by the 
Grand Recorder from constituent Commanderies for the purchase of an Endowed Membership. As new 
memberships are purchased the Base Principal will increase. At no time shall the fund draw down below this 
Base Principal. 
 

Distribution of the Investment Growth in the fund shall follow these guidelines. The Investment Committee 
shall, as soon as practical after January 1 of each year, advise the Endowment Fund Committee the amount of 
gain or loss in the investments of Endowed Membership Fund. Any gains accrued will be distributed as 
follows. First, the current Per Capita will be paid for all living Endowed members by the Grand Commandery. 
Second, from the remaining funds, 30% will be retained in the Endowed Membership Fund to fortify the 
continued growth of the fund 
and becomes part of the Base Principal. Third, the remaining 70% will be distributed to the constituent 
Commanderies on a prorated bases for the total number of endowed members, living and deceased that are/
were members of that Commandery. Added to the bylaws by a vote of the membership. 
 

Item 4 
 

ALTERNATE/SHORT FORM TACTICS FOR OPENING  
WHICH MAY BE USED BY CONSTITUENT  

COMMANDERIES OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY OF MISSOURI.  
 

Accepted by a vote of the membership. Due to it being ritual based. The context of that ritual will not be 
posted in this informational article. 
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 Grand Commandery Session 2026 
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Grand Chapter 2026 


