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Wow! What a way to come from beneath the untimely fold of the winter months and springing into action. 
 

While everyone may have been at home dreading the weather and hoping they could soon get away from the 

frustration of being cooped up at home. We are now looking at the changing of the season and the ability to get out 

and safely back into our chapters, councils, and commandry activities. Hurrah!!! 
 

As many of us have been hunkering down, a group of well-known Masons, who were wearing red jackets, 

feverishly worked hard to pull off one of the most recognizable events of the Royal Arch year. The Grand Masterôs 

Royal Arch Class! In their tireless work, they searched out a lodge to hold the event, practiced their ritual 

endlessly, and provided us with one of the most outstanding classes to date. Thank you my Companions, you have 

done us proud.   
 

However, if not for the tireless actions of the Grand Secretary, Lodge Secretaries, our Companions, and Grand 

Officers, this event would have been a flop. You continue to show this humble Companion that if not for the whole 

of this group, the few would fail. You are all amazing!!! Thank you. 
 

Least of all, if not for the RED COAT BLITZS, which continue to occur in our lodges, the 2025 Class would 

have also been much smaller than it turnout to be!!! Thank you Companions for your continuing tireless work and 

efforts. Remember, our Lodges are the foundation of our Masonic works, but the chapters are the continuation of 

such work. In Royal Arch Masonry, we are the continuation of Freemasonry.  
 

At our Grand Masterôs Class on Saturday, March the 1st, held in the Jefferson City Lodge Building, we were 

given the opportunity to honor our Grand Master MWB Kevin Fuller, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of A.F. & 

A.M. of the State of Missouri. Not only was I able to greet the Grand Master and his line of officers, but I was able 

to meet with and catch up with old friends and Companions. 
 

This was such a wonder day!!! Along with the usual ceremonial obligations, we were able to confer the Most 

Excellent Master and Royal Arch degrees upon 23 new members while around 100 Companion were in attendance. 

Absolutely amazing!!! As I stated above, this would not have been possible without you all and these new 

companions who took upon themselves the opportunity of receiving the FREE first two degrees.  
 

¶ Psalm 100:4-5. Enter His gates with thanksgiving, His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name; 

For the Lord is good and his love endures forever. 

¶ Colossians 4:2. Keep on praying and guard your prayers with thanksgiving. 

¶ 1 Timothy 4:4-5. For everything created by God is good, and nothing should be rejected if it is received with 

thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer. 
 

As scripture shows above, let us remember that we are all walking the paths and learning from what has been 

prepared for us many years ago by our God the one who loves each one of us. 
 

Please take the time to PRAY, STUDY, MENTOR, and SERVE because WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER 

and always remember when you look in the mirror to say, IF IT IS TO BE IT IS UP TO ME. 
 

Finally, please be thinking of ways to get earbuds and microphones into your local grade schools so that one 

day a child will hear the lesson from their teacher and in the end know that you were a part of supplying a smile to 

someone who was allowed the opportunity to learn with their classmates. Thank you. 
 

 

A Message from the Grand High Priest 
 

MEC Michael L. Dodd 
 

Grand High Priest  

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Matthew D. Ruth  

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

 

Greetings Companions, 
 

It's March, that means it's CMMRF MONTH! 
 

This past year Missouri rose to 6th in the Nation for total contributions to CMMRF, something we can all 

be proud of, but the work is not finished. The Indiana School of Vascular Biology continues to use 

groundbreaking research to put actual cures for diseases into clinical trials. This is only made possible by our 

ongoing financial support as well as raising awareness to the possibilities that someday there will be a cure.   
 

Most recently the team of researchers were able to identify a protein marker to help cells identify and 

repopulate damaged blood vessels. This along with many others are showing immediate results and saving 

lives. So how can we help? We have several opportunities this month whether it be participating in the 

ongoing Penny Wars, joining us for the Purple Gala on the 29th of March in Kansas City or simply sharing a 

post on your social media to friends or family who might be able to join us in contributions to the ongoing 

clinical trials and research.  
 

Speaking of Penny Wars, the deadline is March 31st, and many have asked, "What do we do with all these 

Pennies?" Each Council should count two separate totals, #1 total number of Pennies, #2 total of other coins 

and paper money. Email your results to mruth@mocryptic.org and secretary@mogyr.org, then deposit your 

money and send one check for the total amount to the 107 S. Williams St, Fayette, MO 65248.  We will 

publish the results in next month's issue of the Beacon, and I will personally deliver the prize to the Council 

that brought in most pennies! 

Sadly, this may be the first and only year for Penny Wars as it would appear pennies will no longer be minted 

but I have faith that your officers will come up with something even better in the future.  
 

Lastly, I'd like to invite ALL of you to join us in Columbia, Missouri, on March the 22nd for the Grand 

Master's Cryptic Day as we welcome MWB Kevin Fueller into Cryptic Masonry. We have a working lunch 

planned with a table council and a Paper presentation by Comp. Randy Sanders, a member of the Grand 

Council Education Committee this year. Recorders, please get your candidates registered ASAP so we can 

ensure the best experience for each of them.  
 

Fraternally Your in the Secret Vault, 
 

Matthew D. Ruth 

Grand Master 
 

P.S. I heard a rumor that lunch will be catered by Sonic Drive-In featuring chili cheese dogs in honor of MIC 

Larry Albright, as this was his favorite meal before a Council meeting in Neosho, LOL. 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
https://www.cmmrf.org/
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Message from the Grand Commander 
 

SK Bobbie E. White  

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

Well March started off like a Lion, let us hope that it goes out like a Lamb. 
 

 Please remember we have several opportunities coming up in March and April to introduce new members 

to our fraternity. We had a really good time at the Grand Masters Chapter Day in Jefferson City on Saturday, 

March the 1st, with 23 men becoming Royal Arch Masons. With some excellent ritual work, and the attend-

ance by the Grand Master and his line, we were delighted with the all the festivities of the day. In the mean-

time, please take a moment to find a good man and share our fraternity with him. 
 

 I would also like to invite you all to the Region Two Table Commandery that will be held at Liberty Lodge 

on Monday the 7th day of April 2025. Please let me or SK Don Gilkerson know if you will be attending this 

event, so that we are able to have enough food to share with everyone. I hope to see you all there. 
 

 I am still hoping that we can have some old good fun this year. Remembering that we have instituted a 

Class D Drill team which only requires five (5) men. So, every Commandery should be able to put a team on 

the floor in Columbia, Missouri, on Saturday, April 19th, 2025. I also hope you will open your Easter Obser-

vances to bring in family and friends. I had a great time last year at the Ascalon/Ivanhoe Palm Sunday Grand 

Commanders Breakfast and Observance. Itôs really wonderful to have our families involved and see we are 

Christian Masons. 
 

 As you may remember, my main theme for this year is ñBlessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be 

called the children of Godò, from Matthew 5:9. We need to remember where we came from, and our mission to 

keep the peace for pilgrims traveling to the Holy Land. Today we need to keep that peace in our meetings and 

our lives, remembering that arguments get us nowhere, but good discussions can be fruitful. 
 

 Please remember the words of my good friend Mike Dodd ñWe are all in this togetherò so letôs strive to see 

who can best work and who can best agree.  
 

 Lastly, the sale of my coins are being used to support the Coyote Hills Foster Care Ministries. We all took 

an oath to defend the helpless orphans, so that is my goal this year. I was in Law Enforcement for 43 years and 

one of the hardest things we had to do was send children into the foster care system, especially those with large 

families. As they would split up the families and sometimes they would never see each other again. Coyote 

Hills doesnôt do that and takes in all families of any size. So, please join me in supporting this great group who 

has taken on this great cause. 
 

 As always, please feel free to contact me or one of my aides if you have questions, ideas or an invitation. I 

look forward to greeting you whenever and wherever I may. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

 

Bobbie White 

Grand Commander 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/


 с 

https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-cryptic-day/


 т 

 St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, is one of 

Christianityôs most widely known figures. But for all 

of his prevalence in cultureðnamely the holiday 

held on the day of his death that bears his nameðhis 

life remains somewhat of a mystery.  

 Many of the stories traditionally associated with 

St. Patrick, including the famous account of his 

banishing all the snakes from Ireland, are false, the 

products of hundreds of years of exaggerated 

storytelling. 
 

St. Patrick Wasn't Irish 
 

 St. Patrick was born in Great Britainðnot 

Irelandðto wealthy parents near the end of the 

fourth century. He is believed to have died on March 

17, around 460 A.D. 
 

 Although his father was a Christian deacon, it 

has been suggested that he probably took on the role 

because of tax incentives and there is no evidence 

that Patrick came from a particularly religious 

family.  
 

 At the age of 16, Patrick was taken prisoner by a 

group of Irish raiders who were attacking his 

familyôs estate. They transported him to Ireland 

where he spent six years in captivity. (There is some 

dispute over where this captivity took place. 

Although many believe he was taken to live in 

Mount Slemish in County Antrim, it is more likely 

that he was held in County Mayo near Killala.)  
 

 During this time, he worked as a shepherd, 

outdoors and away from people. Lonely and afraid, 

he turned to his religion for solace, becoming a 

devout Christian. (It is also believed that Patrick first 

began to dream of converting the Irish people to 

Christianity during his captivity.) 

St. Patrickôs Visions and Miracles 
 

 After more than six years as a prisoner, Patrick 

escaped. According to his writing, a voiceðwhich 

he believed to be Godôsðspoke to him in a dream, 

telling him it was time to leave Ireland. 
 

 To do so, Patrick walked from County Mayo, 

where it is believed he was held, to the Irish coast. 

After escaping to Britain, Patrick reported that he 

experienced a second revelationðan angel in a 

dream tells him to return to Ireland as a missionary. 

Soon after, Patrick began religious training, a course 

of study that lasted more than 15 years.  
 

 After his ordination as a priest, he was sent to 

Ireland with a dual mission: to minister to Christians 

already living in Ireland and to begin to convert the 

Irish. (Interestingly, this mission contradicts the 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Patrick
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Saint-Patricks-Day
https://www.history.com/topics/st-patricks-day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Patrick,_Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_cross
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Celtic_cross
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widely held notion that Patrick introduced 

Christianity to Ireland.) 
 

St. Patrick Incorporated Irish Culture Into 

Christian Lessons 
 

 Familiar with the Irish language and culture, 

Patrick chose to incorporate traditional rituals into 

his lessons of Christianity instead of attempting to 

eradicate native Irish beliefs. For instance, he used 

bonfires to celebrate Easter since the Irish were used 

to honoring their gods with fire. He also 

superimposed a sun, a powerful Irish symbol, onto 

the Christian cross to create what is now called a 

Celtic cross, so that veneration of the symbol would 

seem more natural to the Irish.  
 

 Although there were a small number of 

Christians on the island when Patrick arrived, most 

Irish practiced a nature-based pagan religion. The 

Irish culture centered around a rich tradition of oral 

legend and myth. When this is considered, it is no 

surprise that the story of Patrickôs life became 

exaggerated over the centuriesðspinning exciting 

tales to remember history has always been a part of 

the Irish way of life. 
 

St. Patrick Was Never Canonized as a Saint 
 

 He may be known as the patron saint of Ireland, 

but Patrick was never actually canonized by the 

Catholic Church. This is simply due to the era he 

lived in. During the first millennium, there was no 

formal canonization process in the Catholic Church. 

After becoming a priest and helping to spread 

Christianity throughout Ireland, Patrick was likely 

proclaimed a saint by popular acclaim. 
 

Information obtained from: 
 

https://www.history.com/topics/st-patricks-day/who-

was-saint-patrick 

Letter from the Editor 

Greeting Companion & Sir Knights, 
 

 Your Grand York Rite is going green. Not how 

you might think, but because the St. Patrickôs Day 

holiday upon us. Not that we donôt try to be 

environmentally sound here in the York Rite. So, 

what you will see in this issue, certain ads, fliers, 

promotions, and articles that are green in color. Do 

not attempt to adjust you computerôs tint or hues, 

they are not broken. You are now entering into the 

Beacon Zone. (Okay, so I stole some of that from 

the Twilight Zone and Outer Limits). 
  

 Welcome to the March issue of your magazine. 

Your Beacon staff has been hard at work to draw up 

an enjoyable issue for you. We are currently in the 

third volume of this form of the magazine. Meaning 

the third year of the magazine, but if you count out 

the issues, we are approaching the two year mark 

that this committee has been publishing the 

magazine in this format. So, how does that work. 

The volume matches the year that it has been in 

print. Volume 1 started at the end of 2023. Volume 2 

was all of 2024. So, Volume 3 is working through 

2025. When you are the editor of something, you 

can makeup whatever rules you want too. Go me!!! 
 

 In this issue we will be examining, St. Patrick, 

history of Prince Hall Freemasonry, article on 

M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hall, article of the Knights of the 

York Cross of Honour, History of the Lodge of  

Research, and pictures on the Grand Masterôs Class.  
 

 This issue has a wonderful selection of Masonic 

information and articles. We hope that you will 

enjoy them as much as we enjoyed presenting them, 

but are now out of space and time. So until next 

time, we will be seeing you all down the trail. 
 

Yours in Freemasonry, 
 

Editor 

  

https://www.history.com/topics/st-patricks-day/who-was-saint-patrick
https://www.history.com/topics/st-patricks-day/who-was-saint-patrick
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ireland
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You are Cordially Invited to  

the 2025 Grand Masterõs 

Templar Crusade Class  
 

In Honor of  

M.:.W.:.B.:. Kevin M. Fuller  

Grand Master of  the  

Grand Lodge  

&  

S.:.K.:.Bobbie E. White  

Right Eminent Grand Commander  

Grand Commandry Knight Templar  
 

9:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. April 5th, 2025  

Kansas City Masonic Temple  

https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
https://moyorkrite.org/gyr-events/grand-masters-templar-crusade/
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 The legacy of African American Freemasonry 

begins in 1775 with Prince Hall, a prominent 

member of Boston's Methodist and African 

American community. A former slave, Prince Hall 

was attracted to the values and opportunities of 

Freemasonry and sought to join the city's Masonic 

lodges. We explore Prince Hall's Masonic journey 

and the evolution of Prince Hall Freemasonry. . 
 

 Since 1976, February has been designated Black 

History Month, an annual opportunity for Americans 

to reflect on the black community's accomplishments 

and their central role in U.S. history. In honor of 

Black History Month, we would like to explore 

African American Freemasonry, Prince Hall 

Freemasonry, and fraternalism. 
 

Prince Hall 
 

 The legacy of African American Freemasonry 

begins in 1775 with Prince Hall, a prominent 

member of Boston's Methodist and African 

American community. A former slave, Prince Hall 

was attracted to the values and opportunities of 

Freemasonry and sought to join the city's Masonic 

lodges. He was denied membership but did not let 

this obstacle prevent him from pursuing the 

fraternity's rich lessons. 
 

 Not to be deterred, Hall, along with fourteen 

other African Americans who had also been rejected 

by the lodges of Boston lodges, approached a 

Masonic lodge affiliated with British soldiers who 

occupied the city at that time. This British lodge 

accepted and initiated them that same year, and they 

remained active members until the Revolutionary 

War ended. 
 

 Nearly a decade later, in 1784, Prince Hall and 

the other black members of the British lodge 

formally petitioned the Grand Lodge of England to 

charter a new lodge on American soil. Their request 

was granted, allowing them to create the first African 

American lodge, African Lodge No. 459. Years later, 

when Prince Hall died in 1807, African American 

Masons endowed their fraternity with his name to 

distinguish it from the white lodges which excluded 

them. 

African Lodge No. 459 
 

 With this lodge's formation, a Masonic 

community based upon common race, history, and 

experience began to grow throughout the country. 

New lodges were created as black Masons pursued 

the mission and core values of Freemasonry, seeking 

to make themselves and their brethren better men. 

This expanding litany of lodges in cities like New 

York and Philadelphia promoted fraternity and 

community service while taking a stand against 

slavery and white supremacy. 

A Brief History of Prince Hall Freemasonry 
https://scottishritenmj.org/blog/prince-hall-freemasonry 

https://scottishritenmj.org/blog/prince-hall-freemasonry
https://scottishritenmj.org/blog/prince-hall-freemasonry
https://www.glmopha.org/
https://princehall.org/african-lodge-459/#:~:text=These new activities will include,Masters together with their delegations.
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 Prince Hall and other black Masonic leaders 

such as Moses Dickson and Lewis Hayden were 

vocal and instrumental figures in the abolitionist 

and civil rights movement of the 19th century. 

Under their leadership, Freemasonry proved to be 

an empowering force for the vulnerable black 

community. Following the civil war, Prince Hall 

Freemasonry helped establish community 

institutions and benefits for freed families, giving 

the black community means to organize and push 

for civil rights, pursuing equal and free citizenship 

in America. 

 

 

Legacy of Prince Hall Freemasonry 
 

 Today, Prince Hall Freemasonry remains the 

largest and oldest African American fraternity in 

the world. At least 5,000 lodges can trace their 

lineage to the original African Lodge Number 459 

established by Prince Hall, and over 300,000 

members in the United States alone serve in the 

brotherhood today. Worldwide, it is estimated that 

there are over 4,500 Prince Hall lodges. Notable 

figures from the black community have also been 

Prince Hall Masons, including Sugar Ray 

Robinson, Jesse Jackson, Thurgood Marshall, Al 

Green, Booker T. Washington, and many more. 
 

 Freemasonry celebrates our diversity and our 

differences; when we meet in the lodge or Valley, 

we are noble men with shared goals and values we 

aspire to live by. Prince Hall Masonry is a vital 

part of American and our fraternity's history that 

deserves celebration and recognition, not just one 

month out of the year, but every day. 

Missouri Prince Hall Grand Office 

 

https://www.facebook.com/megchram/
https://www.glmopha.org/
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 Most Worshipful Brother Prince Hall was one of 

Boston's most prominent citizens before, during, and 

after the Revolutionary War. He devoted his life to 

the social, political, and economic improvement of 

his African American brethren. To note, he was the 

founder and Grand Master of the first African 

American Lodge in the United States. 

 M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hall was born in the mid-

1730s. The exact date, place of birth, and his parentsô 

names are lost to the throes of history. Yet, 

September 14th has been selected to celebrate his 

birthday. In his writings, M.:.W.:.B.:. Hall has been 

noted as saying that, ñNew England is his homeò. 
 

Records of M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hall's early life is 

unclear. Historians have guessed that at the age of 

11, he was a slave to Bostonian tanner and 

entrepreneur William Hall. M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hall 

was an educated man, and it was through William 

Hall that he learned how to process and dress leather. 
 

 M.:.W.:.B.:. Hall had a son, Primus, who was 

born in 1756 to Delia, a servant of another 

household. In 1762, at the age of 27, M.:.W.:.B.:. 

Hall joined the Congregational Church, and soon 

after, married an enslaved woman named Sarah 

Ritchie. Eight years later, after Sarah's death, he 

would marry Flora Gibbs of Gloucester, Essex 

County, Massachusetts. 
 

 A month after the Boston Massacre (Monday, 

March 5, 1770), William Hall freed M.:.W.:.B.:. 

Prince Hall: his certificate of manumission read that 

he was "no longer Reckoned a slave but had always 

accounted as a free man." In the days to follow, he 

would make a living as a huckster (a person who 

sells small items, either door-to-door or from a stall 

or small store), caterer and leather dresser. Records 

show that M.:.W.:.B.:. Hall was a voter and a 

taxpayer. He owned a small house and leather 

workshop in Boston. 
 

 During the Revolutionary War, M.:.W.:.B.:. 

Prince Hall encouraged both enslaved, free, and 

freed African Americans, to serve in the American 

Colonial Military. He believed that if they were 

involved in the founding of this new nation, it would 

assist them in gaining freedom for all slaves. His 

proposal to the Massachusetts Committee of Safety 

was to allow African Americans to join the military. 

He and his fellow supporters petitioned that 

committee with the Intolerable Acts petition with the 

enslavement of African Americans. Their proposal 

was denied. 
 

 Following this failure, England would issue a 

proclamation that would guarantee freedom to any 

African American who would enlist in the British 

Army. After discovering that the British Army was 

filling their ranks with African American troops, the 

Continental Army would reverse its decision and 

allow them to join the Continental Army. 
 

 Having served in the Revolutionary War, many 

African Americans expected, but did not receive any 

racial equality after the war ended. With the 

intention of improve the lives of his fellow African 

Americans, M.:.W.:.B.:. Hall would collaborate with 

others to propose legislation for equal rights. He also 

hosted community events, such as educational 

M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hall 
Assembled by: Larry Wilson 

Edited by: M.:.E.:.C.:. Byron Hams P.G.H.P. 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part2/2p37.html
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forums and theatre events, to improve the lives of 

African American people. 
 

 M.:.W.:.B.:. Hallôs interest was piqued in the 

Masonic fraternity because Freemasonry was 

founded on liberty, equality, and peaceful ideals. 

Before the start of the American Revolutionary War, 

M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hall and fourteen other freed 

African American men would petition a Masonic 

Lodge for admission into the fraternity. However, 

the all-white lodge would reject their petitions. 

Having been rejected by the American Colonial 

Freemasonry, M.:.W.:.B.:. Hall and those fourteen 

other individuals would seek and were initiated into 

Freemasonry by the members of a military lodge, 

Chartered out of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, on 

Monday, March 6, 1775. That lodge was attached to 

the British forces stationed in Boston, 

Massachusetts. M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hall and his 

newly made Brother Freemasons would institute the 

formation of African Lodge Number 1, at which he 

would eventually be named Grand Master of what 

would eventually become Prince Hall Freemasonry. 
 

 Under their new Charter from the Grand Lodge 

of Ireland, the newly created African American 

Freemasons had limited power; they could meet as a 

lodge, participate in the Masonic processions on St. 

John's Day, and bury their dead with full Masonic 

rites, but they were not allowed to confer Masonic 

degrees or perform any other Masonic functions that 

were universally granted to any other lodge chartered 

by the Grand Lodge of Ireland. 
 

 Due to the limited authority, African Lodge 

Number 1, would apply to the Grand Lodge of 

England to be Chartered under their authority. The 

Grand Master of the Mother Grand Lodge of 

England, H. R. H. the Duke of Cumberland, would 

issue a Charter for African Lodge Number 1, later to 

be renamed African Lodge Number 459, on 

Wednesday, September 29, 1784. This Lodge would 

become the United Statesô first African American 

Masonic Lodge. On Wednesday, March 22, 1797, 

M.:.W.:.B.:. Hall would organize a lodge in 

Philadelphia, called African Lodge Number 459, 

under what would be known as a Prince Hall 

Charter. On Sunday, June 25, 1797, Prince Hall 

would organize an African Lodge (later known as 

Hiram Lodge Number 3) in Providence, Rhode 

Island. 
 

M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hall as quoted to his civic 

activities: 
 

¶ ñMy brethren, let us pay all due respect to all 

who God had put in places of honor over us: do 

justly and be faithful to them that hire you and 

treat them with the respect they may deserve but 

worship no man. Worship God, this much is your 

duty as Christians and as Masons.ò 
 

 M.:.W.:.B.:. Hall worked within the state 

political arena to advance the rights of African 

Americans, and end slavery. He further rallied for 

the protection of free African Americans from being 

kidnapped by slave traders. He fought for the 

equality of educational opportunities, and he would 

go on to operate a school for African Americans out 

of his home. He would continue engaging in a forum 

of public speeches and debates, citing Christian 

principles and scripture readings against slavery. In 

these cases, it would be to a predominantly Christian 

legislative body. 
 

 Of this same legislative body, M.:.W.:.B.:. Hall 

would request that the Massachusetts Congress 

create a school program for African American 

children. He referred to the same platform that was 

used in the fighting of the American Revolution, that 

of, "Taxation without Representation." Hall and 

other African American Bostonians desired a 

separate school to distance themselves from the 

white supremacy attitude of the day. Although Hall's 

arguments were logical, his two attempts to pass 

such legislation through the Massachusetts Congress 

failed both times. As a result, Hall would start an 

open school program for free African American 

children out of his own home, with a focus on the 

Liberal Arts and a classical education. 
 

 At that period in our history, M.:.W.:.B.:. Hall 

was known for his presentation of speeches and 

various writings of petitions. In a speech given to the 

Boston African Masonic Lodge, Hall stated: 
 

¶ "My brethren, let us not be cast down under these 

and many other abuses we at present labour 

under: for the darkest is before the break of day... 

Let us remember what a dark day it was with our 
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¶ our African brethren, six years ago, in the French 

West Indies. Nothing but the snap of the whip 

was heard, from morning to evening". 
 

 In his 1788, petition to the Massachusetts 

legislature, M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hall would protest 

against the abuses and kidnappings of his fellow 

African American Bostonians and called out the 

atrocities that they were facing by their fellow 

community members. 
 

 M.:.W.:.B.:. Hall's notable written works include 

the 1792 and 1797 Charges. Hall's 1792 Charge 

focused on the abolishment of slavery in his home 

state of Massachusetts. Additionally, in this speech 

he would address the importance of black leaders in 

the shaping of this country and creating unity 

between all men. In his 1797 Charge, M.:.W.:.B.:. 

Hall wrote about the treatment and hostility that 

blacks received in the United States. He recognized 

black revolutionaries in the Haitian Revolution. 

M.:.W.:.B.:. Hall was one of several free African 

Americans in Massachusetts who presented a 

petition to the legislature in 1788, protesting African 

American seamen being sold into slavery. 
 

M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hall would state in his 1797 

speech: 
 

¶ Patience, I say; for were we not possessed of a 

great measure of it, we could not bear up under 

the daily insults we meet within the streets of 

Boston, much more on public days of recreation. 

How, at such times, are we shamefully abused, 

and that to such a degree, that we may truly be 

said to carry our lives in our hands, and the 

arrows of death are flying about our heads. ...tis 

not for want of courage in you, for they know 

that they dare not face you man for man, but in a 

mob. 
 

 Prince Hall died on Friday, December 4, 1807, at 

the age of 72. He was buried in Copp's Hill Burying 

Ground in Boston. One year later, his lodge would 

honor him by changing its name to Prince Hall 

Grand Lodge. A monument was erected to this great 

Freemason at Copp's Hill on Wednesday, June 24, 

1835, next to his grave marker. The inscription 

reads: "Here lies ye body of Prince Hall, first Grand 

Master of the colored Grand Lodge in Mass. 

M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hallôs Headstone 

 
Monument raised to M.:.W.:.B.:. Prince Hall by M.W. 

Prince Hall Grand Lodge F. & A.M. of Massachusetts 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/6078/prince-hall
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/prince-hall-monument-smith-hamilton-sutton-1857-1924/pQGJdaOBl_8YIg?hl=en
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 The Knights of the York Cross of Honour 

(K.Y.C.H.) was established as an Honor Group for 

York Rite Masons. The requirements of membership 

are that each proposed Candidate must have presided 

as Master of a Lodge, High Priest of a Chapter, 

Master of a Council, and Commander of a 

Commandery, each for at least for one entire year. 

Knights of the York Rite Cross of Honour are York 

Rite Masons who are dedicated to serving the 

Masonic Fraternity as Labor of Love. 
 

 No individual should aspire to membership in the 

K.Y.C.H. When one has completed the necessary 

work and labor, and he has done it well, will be 

rewarded by being invited to become a member. 

Prior to an invite into this organization, a personôs 

name must be submitted by a member of the Priory. 

The prospective member should not know that he 

has been proposed until he is officially notified that 

he has been elected to petition for membership. No 

one who is proposed and rejected should ever know 

that they were proposed and/or rejected, thereby 

saving the possible embarrassment.  
 

 When a Priory receives a proposal, such proposal 

is supposed to be held over until the next stated 

meeting before a petition may be balloted on. Just 

serving as the Master, High Priest, Illustrious 

Master, and Eminent Commander, does not 

automatically make you eligible to this prestige 

honor. You must have worked for the Good of the 

Order.   
 

 The meaning of membership into a Priory can 

best be explained by a closing statement of the Most 

Eminent Knight Donald F. Friend, Grand Master 

General, at his Convent General Session in 1995, 

ñAs a Knight of the York Cross of Honour, you are a 

proven servant of the Masonic Fraternity, your 

Inspiration has come from your Past, your Duty is in 

the Present, your Hope is in the Future, I ask you 

always to remember ï In all you do, In all you say, 

In all of your actions, take a good look at yourself, 

you are someoneôs impression of Freemasonry.ò 
 

(YOU CANNOT just be installed without serving a 

full term of at least one year or only receive an 

honorary title). 
 

 The symbol of this degree is a crown 

symbolizing your dedication to the service of God 

and Man as any true leader or "KING" would under 

the eye of GOD. The four emblems represent the 

four Masonic bodies which compose the York Rite 

of Freemasonry: the Masonic Lodge, Chapter of 

Royal Arch Masons, Council of Royal and Select 

Masters, and Commandery of Knights Templar. The 

letters K.Y.C.H. stand for Knight of the York Cross 

of Honour. The four color four string cord represent 

the colors of the four orders are symbolic of: 
 

Blue: Lodge 

Red: Chapter 

Purple: Council 

White: Commandery 

Honorary Masonic Bodies 

Knights of the York Cross of Honour 
Assembled by: Beacon Staff 

https://kych.org/
https://kych.org/
https://kych.org/
https://kych.org/


 мт 

 The rays represent the ever-giving flow of light 

and knowledge by which service to the order and 

mankind. The quadrant with the appropriate color for 

the body served as a sitting/presiding "Grand Head". 

Lapel pins are available to indicate a person who is a 

Knight Grand Cross of Honour member. 
 

 Any member is to receive each quadrant at the 

beginning of his term of office in the Grand York 

Rite body. If the member receiving the Grand Cross 

of Honour is a Present or Past Prior of a K.Y.C.H. 

Priory, the award emblem will have a blue 

background behind the crown with rays radiating 

from it, (Eminent rank). 
 

 If the member receiving the Grand Cross of 

Honour is a Convent General Officer, other than the 

presiding officer, the award emblem will have a red 

background behind the crown with rays radiating 

out, (Right Eminent rank). 
 

 If the member receiving the Grand Cross of 

Honour is a Present or Past Grand Master General of 

the Convent General, the award emblem will have a 

purple background behind the crown with rays 

radiating out, (Most Eminent rank).  
 

 The Presiding Officer of a subordinate Priory is 

the Eminent Prior. The Governing Body is the 

Convent General, presided over by the Most 

Eminent Grand Master General. The Order's highest 

decoration is the Knight Grand Cross (K.G.C.). 
 

 The jewel with the Blue Quadrant under it is for 

a K.Y.C.H. member who has also been a Grand 

Master of a Grand Lodge. You can have all four 

Quadrants and be what is called a "4 Star General"; 

they are rare. The Quadrant colors are Blue (bottom), 

Red (Left), Purple (Right), and White (Top). 
 

 A member receives each quadrant at the 

beginning of his term of office in the Grand York 

Rite body. If the member receiving the Grand Cross 

of Honour is a Present or Past Prior of a K.Y.C.H. 

Priory, the award emblem will have a blue 

background behind the crown with rays radiating out 

(Eminent rank). If the member receiving the Grand 

Cross of Honour is a Convent General officer other 

than the presiding officer, the award emblem will 

have a red background behind the crown with rays 

radiating out (Right Eminent rank). If the member 

receiving the Grand Cross of Honour is a Present or 

Past Grand Master General of the Convent General, 

the award emblem will have a purple background 

behind the crown with rays radiating our (Most 

Eminent rank).  A visual index of the various 

quadrants of the K.Y.G.C.H. are in the table below. 


