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As I sit here reflecting over the last twelve months, so many things come to mind. Some thoughts are sad 
due to the loss of our great leaders and Brethren who gone to the Great Architect above. They were all very 
instrumental in shaping me into the Freemason that I am today. Those men helped mold the York Rite of 
Missouri into what it is today, through their ritual, vision, guidance, and comradery. We have all felt the loss 
of them in our lives. However, we are better men for having known them. 

 

The pleasure and enjoyment that I have experienced this year was from the warmth and sharing that you all 
have shown me and your fellow Brethren, Companions, and Sir Knights, in our gatherings this year. It has 
been a joy to behold, a lesson to be learned, and a family to be a part of. So, if you have not experienced this 
yet, I encourage you to get out and give it a try! Travel broadens the mind!  

 

During those travels, I have had the pleasure of visiting our subordinate Lodges, the home of Freemasonry 
and the seat of fidelity.  In those visits, we were lucky enough to share our Red Jacket Blitz. A tool that we use 
to shed more light in Freemasonry to our Brother Master Masons. It has been encouraging to continue to teach 
those lessons that our Fraternity has to offers to our extended members. At those meeting, I have made new 
friends while restoring some old acquaintances. This has been one of the best parts of my position to date.  

 

One of the most memorable events that sticks in my mind was being able to attend all of the Grand 
Masterôs chance to advance classes. It was my intention to support and watch the new candidates move 
through the different stages of the York Rite. When I walked into the Orders for the Commandry, one of the 
candidates approached me. He asked, ñwhy are you here today?ò My response was to make sure that the 
journey that I had asked them to travel would be supported with friendship and Brotherly Love. My hope for 
him was to do the same for future companions who enter into these lessons of Freemasonry. As I was finishing 
my answer, I found him with tears in his eyes just like the ones I had. It was at that moment that I knew that 
this new member would be giving back everything that had been given to him. With moments like this, I had 
faith in the next generation of Freemason. Companions, you might not know it, as you are putting on the 
degrees, if you have touched the candidate, but these candidates that we had this year, I can assure you are our 
futures leaders of tomorrow. I have been truly impressed with everyone who has extended their journey into 
York Rite Masonry this year. 

 

The lessons in Freemasonry are not always learned overnight. I learned this when I was attending the 
Grand Masterôs breakfast. It was there that I heard something which really stuck in my head. M.:.W.:.B.:. 
Kevin Fuller explained why their advancing line took so long. There is a lot to be learned when become a 
leader of such a distinguished group of Freemasons. Without the several years of study and planning, it would 
not be possible to lead us. You must be prepared, have the support of your line, and stand true to what you 
plan to do. Once there, you must be prepared to assemble your committees and make sure that all the behind-
the-scenes operations are dealt with in a timely manner. I have been lucky to have been surrounded with a lot 
of great men who have stepped up and made my year as Grand High Priest great! I am the one to take the 
blame for the short falls, but the men in these committees never let that happen. They recognized the 
problems, addressed them, and solved most of them before they reached my desk. They put in tireless hours 
and the effort to make sure everything went over seamlessly. This is where the true leadership lies, they are the 
best without fee or reward. IF IT IS TO BE IT IS UP TO ME is the attitude that these guys have. 

 

As a nervous leader, I have always wondered if everything expected of me had truly been accomplished. I 
feel that the success of my year in office was not achieved by my leadership, but by the support and efforts of 
your Grand Line Officers, and all the district officers throughout the state. I have been blessed with those 
Companions/friends/Brothers support. That is what has made this year a true blessing. From making sure that 
we dressed alike, which color jacket should we wear, to what parts should I take. These guys are truly 
awesome, and they have so much more great things to bring to you in the future. So, hang on to your seats as 

A Message from the Grand High Priest 
 

MEC Michael L. Dodd 
 

Grand High Priest  

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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this journey is just getting started. We have many years of great leadership and entertainment in store for you 
all. 

 

It has been a true honor and pleasure to have had this opportunity to serve you and the Grand Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri. To hold this Office of Grand High Priest was never my original 
dream, but here we are, and I am so pleased to have had this opportunity. It is in service that we learn so much 
about ourselves and others. To say that I learned something is an understatement. You all have taught me so 
much. Thank you, my Companions. It seems like my service to you had just beginning and now we are a few 
weeks away from the end of my term. This year will be one of my greatest memories ever, but do not think 
that you have gotten rid of me yet. For my service to you and the Craft will continue on, it will just be in a 
different form. I hope with all my heart and being that each of you have gotten something out of these 
messages this year and have enjoyed and/or learned something that you may carry on into your regular lives. 
However, for me it is whether it is to be, never let a good idea go to waste, to PRAY for all, to share STUDY 
time, to MENTOR someone new, to SERVE the situation, to make your sure that your HEART and MIND are 
on the same page in life. Then remember as you move forward in these simple words, ñIF IT IS TO BE IT IS 
UP TO ME,ò because ñWe are all in this together!ò We will continue to work on ROYAL SOUND for a solid 
presentation for the future. 

 

Royal Arch Masons  
Offering 
Youth 
Auditory 
Learning 
Support 
Opening 
Unlimited 
New 
Dimensions 
 

This program will be designed to put hearing support in classrooms that have students with 
Central Auditory Processing Disorder (CAPD). 
 

Thank each of you so much for your support this year. 
 
M.:.E.:.C.:. Michael Dodd 
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Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Matthew D. Ruth  

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

 

Companions, 
 

 When I first stepped into this office, I understood that I was not just accepting a positionðI was taking on 

a sacred trust. Our degrees speak of the preservation of hidden wisdom, of sacred things buried in darkness 

and rediscovered with reverence. I have come to realize that leadership in Cryptic Masonry is very much the 

same. My duty has been to guard our traditions, serve my Companions, and ensure that the light we keep does 

not fade. 
 

 That final rap of the gavelðhow many times I have used it to close a meeting, to signal the beginning or 

end of our work. But in June, it will feel different. It carries weightðnot just the weight of the tool itself, but 

of all we have accomplished together. This last act is both a conclusion and a blessing: on the work we've 

done, the friendships we've strengthened, and the legacy we're leaving behind. 
 

 One of the most important things Iôve learned is that the end of a term is not an exitðit is a handoff. Just 

as we are taught to preserve the hidden treasures of the Craft, I now have a responsibility to pass on what I 

have learned to those who follow. Guidance and encouragement, these are my parting gifts to the next 

officers. And I do so gladly, knowing that leadership is never owned, only borrowed. 
 

 This journey has challenged my patience, sharpened my understanding, and deepened my love for the 

Craft. It has not always been easy, but it has always been worth it. Iôve come to appreciate that real leadership 

in Freemasonry isnôt about recognition or controlðitôs about service, humility, and quiet strength. 
 

 Though I am stepping down from this office, I am not stepping away. The work of Cryptic Masonry 

continues, and I remain ready to assist however I can. My tools may be different now, but my commitment 

remains unchanged. I hope to be a steady presenceðsupporting, mentoring, and helping keep our vault secure 

for generations to come. 
 

 As I lay down the gavel, I do so with peace in my heart. We have labored well. And while my station may 

change, my devotion does not. Thank you, Companions, for allowing me the honor of serving you. 
 

Yours in Cryptic Freemasonry, 

 

Matthew Ruth 

Grand Master 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons 

Of the State of Missouri 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
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Message from the Grand Commander 
 

SK Bobbie E. White  

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

 Wow, I cannot believe that May is here already. It seems like yesterday when I was writing my first Bea-

con message. Now here we are, and it is my last message to the Craft. I cannot tell you how grateful I am that 

you have given me the opportunity to serve you this year. It has been a wonderful year. I have been welcomed 

all around the State, where I have met many wonderful Brethren. I am extremely delighted at how this year has 

gone by and how well our Commanderies have successfully been governed.  
 

 With the year dwindling down, I still have a few meetings left I want to attend. I can then step back and 

watch as our new leaders take us into the future of Freemasonry. I truly appreciate the work of our appointed 

officers and committees. They have done an exceptional job in provided us with new ideas and exceptional ed-

ucation. I do not have enough room here to thank everyone personally, but let it be known that I care and ap-

preciate you all very much.  
 

 Here at the White household, we had a wonderful Easter season. I hope that your Easter was as amazing 

and that you all were able to attend an Easter Service. Remember, ñHe has Risen.ò 
 

 As I look back, I can share with you all that we had a wonderful time at our annual Drill Competition. I am 

look forward to seeing who placed first in the competition as every Commandery put on an exceptional perfor-

mance.  
 

 I had a good time visiting the True Kindred and the Amaranth Grand Sessions. It is pleasing to report that 

our other Masonic Bodies are doing well. As of the printing of this magazine, I will have visited St. Graal 

Commandery, but at the time of writing this, I am looking forward to my official visit on May 12th. It is funny 

how these things work out. So, I will psychically predict that it went well, and I was well received. 
 

 As the Masonic year draws to an end, please remember to get one of my coins. The donations will benefit 

the Coyote Hills Foster Care Ministries. As we took an oath to defend the helpless orphans, so that was my 

goal for the year. I was in Law Enforcement for 43 years and one of the hardest things we had to do was to put 

children into the foster care, especially with large families. This was due to them being split up and sometimes 

never seeing each other again. Coyote Hills does not do that. They take in families of all sizes, without display-

ing them through various foster families. So, please join in supporting this great cause. 
 

 My theme this year is, ñBlessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of 

God,ò (Matthew 5:9). We need to remember where we came from, and our mission is to keep the peace for pil-

grims traveling to the Holy Land. Today we need to keep the peace in our meetings, our lives, and remember 

that arguments get us nowhere. However, good discussions can be fruitful. Finally, please remember those 

wise words of my good friend Mike Dodd. ñWe are all in this togetherò so let us strive to see who can best 

work and who can best agree.  
 

I look forward to greeting you at Grand Session. 
 

Fraternally yours, 
 

Bobbie White 

Grand Commander 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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Companions and Sir Knights, 

It is with a heavy heart that I report the passing of M.:.E.:.C.:. Robert (Bob) William Schlichter, Past Grand 

High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri from 1998 to 1999 and Past 

Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of Missouri from 2016-2017. 

Bob passed peacefully from this life at his home in Moberly, Missouri, on Saturday, April 12, 2025, at the age 

of 80, following a valiant fight with cancer. 
 

Robert was the eldest son of Mearl Robert and Elsie Elizabeth (Brooks) Schlichter and was born in Mas-

coutah, Illinois, where he also attended school. 
 

On leaving high school, Bob enlisted in the United States Navy and served as an Aviation Electronics 

Technician, Air Crewman, Aircraft Maintenance Inspector, and Shop Chief. He was privileged to receive nu-

merous awards including Squadron Man of the Quarter, Good Conduct Medal, and Vietnam Service Medal. At 

discharge, Bob returned to work for the United States Navy at the Mare Island Naval Shipyard in Vallejo, Cali-

fornia, where he served as an Electronics Mechanic. It was while employed at the shipyard that he developed 

an interest in law enforcement at which he would ultimately retire after approximately 40 years of service. His 

career in law enforcement would lead him to become a Patrol Officer, Detective, Corporal, Lieutenant, Chief 

of Police, and Federal Investigator. 
 

Bob served as Master of Sheffield Lodge Number 625, in Kansas City, Missouri, and held dual member-

ship with Moberly Lodge Number 344, as Treasurer. Bob was High Priest of Liberty Chapter Number 3, Royal 

Arch Masons; Illustrious Master of Liberty Council Number 50, and the Commander of Liberty Commandery 

Number 6. He held dual memberships in Shelbina Chapter Number 99 (formerly Macon Chapter Number 22), 

and Malta Commandery Number 72 (formerly Emmanuel Commandery Number 7). Robert served as Grand 

High Priest of the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri in 1998-1999, and as Grand 

Commander of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of Missouri in 2016-2017. He is a Past 

Puissant Sovereign of Mary Conclave Number 5, in Buckner, Missouri, and Recorder; Past Grand Director 

General of the Grand Preceptory Yeomen of York, of Missouri, and Grand Recorder; Past Sovereign of Mid 

Missouri Council Number 291, Allied Masonic Degrees; Past Governor and Secretary of Heart of Missouri 

York Rite College Number 188; Past Excellent Chief and Treasurer of Tipperary Council Number 62, Knight 

Masons; Past Prior and Past Registrar of Missouri Priory Number 17; Past President and Director of Ararat 

Shrine Motor Corps and past president of several Shrine Clubs, Past Ambassador; Past Assistant Director of 

Shrine Clubs; a 32nd Degree KCCH Scottish Rite Mason. Bob holds honorary memberships in York Rite and 

Appendant Bodies in Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, Texas and West Virginia. Bob is a member of 

the Order of High Priesthood, Order of the Silver Trowel and Past Commanderôs Association of Missouri and 

many additional states and a holder of the Order of the Purple Cross. He holds additional memberships in The 

Sovereign Order of Knights Preceptor and Knights Crusader of the Cross in Louisiana and Crusading Knight 

of Siloam in Missouri. 
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Bob was Past Prelate and Treasurer of Moberly Moose Lodge Number 776, and a member of Moberly Ea-

gles Aerie Number 2669. 
 

Robert was preceded in death by his parents; wife, Carol Fern; brother, Wayne Schlichter; son, Robert 

Thomas Stevenson; sons-in-law Christopher Broderick, Mike Manzo; and several aunts, uncles and cousins. 
 

Surviving him in life is his wife, Sarah; daughters, Denice Broderick, of Leeôs Summit, Missouri, and 

Vickie Richardson, of Kansas City, Missouri; son, Jewell Stevenson, of Kansas City, Missouri; stepsons, Dale 

(Krista) Eads, of Columbia, Missouri, Rusty (Ashlie) Eads, of Holts Summit, Missouri, and Michael Brown of 

Maze, Kansas; granddaughters, Lauren Broderick, of Leeôs Summit, Missouri, and Erin (Tommy) Schmitt, of 

Riverside, Missouri; grandsons, Nathan Stevenson, Branden (Amanda) Stevenson, of Kansas City, Missouri, 

Bret (Kelsey) Stevenson, of Gretna, Nebraska, and Sam (Megan) Broderick, of Leeôs Summit, Missouri; step-

grandkids, Rose, Lili, Ashton, Ethan, Autumn, Addison, Gavin, Lexi, and Hazel; great granddaughters, Myla 

Schmitt of Riverside, Missouri, Evyn and Nellie Stevenson of Gretna, Nebraska, Elizabeth and Brynn Steven-

son, of Kansas City, Missouri; and great grandsons, Zack Stevenson, Silas Stevenson, of Kansas City, Mis-

souri, Jonathan Broderick of Leeôs Summit, Missouri, and Ellis Schmitt, of Riverside, Missouri; brothers, War-

ren (Arlene) Schlichter, of Saline, California, and Roger Schlichter, of Memphis, Tennessee; nephews, Jeffrey 

(Robin) Schlichter, of Lexington, Tennessee, and Zach Schlichter, of Saline, California; and niece, Michelle 

Schlichter, of Wentzville, Missouri. 
 

As a tribute of respect and by order of M.:.E.:.C.:. Michael L. Dodd, Grand High Priest, and Sir Knight 

Bobbie E. White, Right Eminent Grand Commander, all Missouri Chapters of Royal Arch Masons and Com-

manderies will drape their charters for a period of 30 days from the date of our departed Companion and Sir 

Knightôs passing and shall record it in their meeting minutes. 
 

Gifts in Memory of Robert William Schlichter may be given to:  
 

 Coyote Hill Childrenôs Christian Home 

 9501 W. Coyote Hill Rd. 

 PO Box 1 

 Harrisburg, MO, 65256  

 (https://form-rendererapp.donorperfect.io/give/coyote-hill/main-give-now-form) 
 

 Shriners Hospital for Children in St. Louis 

 4400 Clayton Ave. 

 St. Louis, MO, 63110 

 (https://www.shrinerschildrens.org/en/locations/st-louis?campaign=655734) 
 

 Moberly Lodge No. 344 for their Bicycle Ministry 

  401 W. Rollins 

 Moberly, MO, 65270 
 

 Caring Hearts and Hands of Columbia 

 1307 W. Broadway 

 Columbia, MO, 65203  

 (https://caringheartandhands.org/donate/) 
 

Fraternally, 

 

Donald MacCormick, Grand Secretary 

SK Bobbie White, Grand Commander 
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It Is No Secret 
 

The chimes of time ring out the news, another day is through. 
 

Someone slipped and fell. Was that someone you? 
 

You may have longed for added strength, your courage to renew. 
 

Do not be disheartened for I have news for you. 
 

It is no secret what God can do. 
 

What heõs done for others heõll do for you. 
 

With arms wide open heõll pardon you. 
 

It is no secret what God can do. 
 

There is no night forever light youõll never walk alone. 
 

Always feel at home wherever you may go. 
 

There is no power can conquer you while God is on your side. 
 

Take him at his promise. 
 

Donõt run away and hide. 
 

It is no secret what God can do. 

 

 

 

 

 

Read at SK and MEC Robert William Schlichterõs funeral 
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Conclave by Candlelight  
 

 On Monday, May 5, 2025, the Education 
Committee of the Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templar of the State of Missouri, held its inaugural 
ñConclave by Candlelight.ò We had a educational 
presentation during that regularly stated conclave of 
Liberty Commandery Number 6 Knights Templar at 
the Liberty Masonic Temple. 
 

 Following the opening of Liberty Commandery 
Number 6, and a robust business meeting, an 
educational presentation was delivered by S.K. Budd 
C. Gilfillen, Eminent Aide-de-Camp for the Grand 
Commandery, titled ñThree Tales of Darius: History, 
Apocrypha, and Ritual.ò Introductory remarks were 
given by S.K. Ashley W. Young, Eminent Grand 
Standard Bearer and Chairman of the Grand 
Commandery Education Committee. The evening 
concluded with remarks from S.K. Bobbie E. White, 
Past Commander of Liberty Commandery and Right 
Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery. The inaugural ñConclave by 
Candlelightò coincided with Liberty Commanderyôs 
final stated conclave during S.K. Whiteôs tenure as 
Grand Commander.  
 

 The Grand Commandery Education Committee 
would like to thank those Sir Knights who attended 
the inaugural ñConclave by Candlelight,ò and 
especially S.K. Larry F. Walters, Eminent 
Commander of Liberty Commandery, and his 
officers, for hosting this event. Thank you also to 
S.K. Jacob W. Thompson, Past Regional Grand 
Commander for Region 5 of the Grand 
Commandery, whose ñLodges by Candlelightò 
across the jurisdiction have taken Masonic education 
to all corners of our state and inspired the creation of 
this program. Lastly, but certainly not least, 
appreciation is due our Right Eminent Grand 
Commander, S.K. White, who has heartily supported 
the creation and execution of this program during his 
term. 
 

 If your Commandery is interested in hosting a 
ñConclave by Candlelightò for further light in 
Chivalric Freemasonry, please contact S.K. Young 
via email at ashleywyoung@mac.com.  
 

Thank you, Sir Knights! 
 

In hoc signo vinces, 
 

Ashley 
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The 2025 Grand Rite Sessions will be held at:  
 

Kansas City Marriott Country Plaza  

  4445 Main Street 

  Kansas City, Missouri, USA, 64111 
 

More information can be found online at:  
 

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/mcipl-

kansas-city-marriott-country-club-plaza/overview/ 
 

 There is no detailed scheduled available yet, but 

we will post information as it becomes available. 
 

¶ June 11, 2025: Registration will open at 

3:00pm, Events kick off at 7:00pm 

¶ June 12, 2025: Grand Chapter 

¶ June 13, 2025: Grand Council 

¶ June 14, 2025: Grand Commandery 
 

 Please note Parking is free for everyone staying at 

the hotel. 
 

Kansas City Street Car 
 

 Construction of the 3 1/2 mile extension to the 

Kansas City Street Car may have been completed 

before the Grand Sessions, and will pass, with a stop, 

directly in front of the hotel. The Kansas City Street 

Car is always free. 

Explore the route at:  
 

https://kcstreetcar.org/route/  
 

Throughout the year maps are created for specific 

tours and events such as Art Within The Loop and 

Ride and Dine. The KC Streetcar project is a two-mile 

route, 5.5 miles by Grand Session 2025, running 

primarily along Main Street in downtown Kansas City 

connecting Kansas Cityôs River Market area to Crown 

Center and Union Station. This modern transit option 

serves Union Station, the Crossroads  Arts District, the 

Power and Light District, the cityôs central business 

district, and the historic River Market/City Market 

along with numerous other businesses, restaurants, art 

galleries, educational facilities, and neighborhoods. 

Get more info at:  
 

https://kcstreetcar.org/ 
 

 Come early, stay late ï there is something for 

everyone in Kansas City. Explore the city at:  

 

https://www.visitkc.com/  

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/mcipl-kansas-city-marriott-country-club-plaza/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/mcipl-kansas-city-marriott-country-club-plaza/overview/
https://kcstreetcar.org/route/
https://kcstreetcar.org/
https://www.visitkc.com/
https://moyorkrite.org/2025gyrsessions/01%202025%20Grand%20Session%20Invitation.pdf
https://moyorkrite.org/2025gyrsessions/01%202025%20Grand%20Session%20Invitation.pdf
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/
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What is Memorial Day? 
 

 Observed on the last Monday in May, Memorial 

Day is an annual day of remembrance to honor all 

those who died in service for the United States 

during peacetime and war. Many people visit 

cemeteries and memorials, and volunteers place 

American flags on graves at national cemeteries. 
 

Itôs Not the Same as Veterans Day 
 

 While Memorial Day honors those who gave the 

ultimate sacrifice, Veterans Day ð November 11 ð 

celebrates the service of all U.S. military veterans. 

The day is largely intended to thank living veterans 

for their service, to acknowledge that their 

contributions to national security are appreciated, 

and to underscore the fact that all who served ð not 

only those who died ð have sacrificed and done 

their duty. 
 

Memorial Day used to be Decoration Day 
 

 The observance began as Decoration Day when 

flowers were placed on graves of the fallen, with the 

first national celebration held at Arlington National 

Cemetery, May 30, 1868. At the turn of the century, 

it was designated as Memorial Day. In 1971, federal 

law changed the observance to the last Monday in 

May. 
 

ððFrom the U.S. Department of Defense website 

 

Happy Memorial day  

The Grand York Rite 

of  Missouri  

 We celebrate May each year by honoring 

M.:.W.:.B.:. Harry S. Truman, as this is the month of 

his birth.  
 

 President and M.:.W.:.B.:. Truman was born on 

May 8,  1884, in Lamar, Missouri.  He is a Past 

Grand  Master of the Grand Lodge of Missouri. 

M.:.W.:.B.:. Truman was the 33rd president of the 

United States, serving from 1945 to 1953. He served 

as Vice President in 1945, assumed the Office of 

President upon the death of Brother and President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt. Here are some quick facts on 

him: 

¶ Born: May 8, 1884, in Lamar, Missouri 

¶ Died: December 26, 1972 in Kansas City, 

Missouri 

¶ Vice president: Alben William Barkley (1949ï

1953) 

¶ Spouse: Bess Truman (m. 1919-1972) 

¶ President number: 33 

¶ Lodge: Grandview Lodge Number 618 

¶ Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Missouri 

¶ Chapter: Orient Chapter Number 102 

¶ Council: Shekinah Council Number 24 

¶ Commandery: Palestine Commandery No. 17 

¶ Scottish Rite 33rd Inspector General 

¶ Shriner: Ararat Shrine  

https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/


 мс 

https://mojdi.org/1/
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https://mojdi.org/1/locations/capitol-plaza-hotel-and-convention-center/
https://moscottishrite.org/
https://scottishrite.org/
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 Allied Masonic Degrees is an 

invitational  group and requires membership in a 

Royal Arch Chapter and a Symbolic Lodge. 

Membership in this Masonic body is limited to 27 

members per Council and is an invitational group. 
 

 The Grand Council of the Allied Masonic 

Degrees of the United States of America was created 

on Thursday, January 14, 1892. The Allied Masonic 

Degrees are a set of detached degrees. Each of the 

degrees were demonstrated and put on in various 

parts of the United States.  

 

 In time, the better of those degrees were grouped 

together into an organized body which became the 

Allied Masonic Degrees. Those degrees now 

comprise the system of work in our Allied Masonic 

Degrees within the Jurisdiction of the United States. 

They are the Royal Ark Mariner, Secret Monitor, 

Knight of Constantinople, Saint Lawrence the 

Martyr, Architect, Superintendent, Grand Tilers of 

Solomon, Master of Tyre, Excellent Master, Installed 

Sovereign Master, Installed Commander Noah, Red 

Branch of Eri and Ye Ancient Order of Corks.  

Royal Ark Mariner 
 

 The Royal Ark Mariner Degree, is based on the 

story of Noah and the Ark, emphasizing lessons 

about moral values, charity, brotherhood, and the 

importance of making a new beginning after 

adversity.   
 

Order of the Secret Monitor 
 

 The Secret Monitor Degree focuses on the 

importance of brotherly love and assistance, drawing 

lessons from the friendship between David and 

Jonathan.   
 

Knight of Constantinople 
 

 The Knight of Constantinople Degree focuses on 

Emperor Constantine the Great, humility, and 

equality, and is associated with an old operative 

ceremony that tells the story of the Martyrdom of St. 

Lawrence. 
 

St. Lawrence the Martyr 
 

 The St. Lawrence the Martyr Degree is remnants 

of an old operative ceremony originating from 

Lancashire and designed to distinguish true 

craftsmen from Speculative Masons.  
 

Grand Tilers of Solomon 
 

 The Grand Tilers of Solomon Degree tells the 

story of a craftsman who accidentally intrudes into a 

secret vault under King Solomon's Temple, and the 

three Grand Masters' decision regarding his fate.  
 

Excellent Master 
 

  The Excellent Master, or Excellent Mason as it 

was known in its earlier working, is of such age as to 

confuse one in the estimation of its true age. Until 

the first quarter of the 20th Century, the Excellent 

was never worked alone; it was always with the 

Super Excellent and Royal Arch. In this degree, 

having passed the three veils in Babylon, there is 

necessity at Jerusalem only to enter the fourth, or 

White Veil. It is a simple and beautiful method of 

working. 
 

Architect 
 

 The Architect Degree is the first of a trilogy, 

expanding on the Solomonic lessons of architecture, 

and is continental in character, resembling certain 

French and German rites, but incorporating the use 

of trestle boards as used in English and Scottish 

Freemasonry.   
 

Grand Architect 
 

 The Grand Architect degree in the Allied 

Masonic Degrees is a continuation of the Architect 

degree, focusing on the Solomonic legends of 

architecture, and is practiced in the American and 

French Grand Councils.   
 

Superintendent 
 

 The Superintendent Degree is a fascinating 

degree related to the legend of Solomonic 

architecture, specifically the climax of the Architect 

and Grand Architect degrees.  

Allied Masonic Degrees 

of the  

United States of America 

https://amdusa.org/wp/
https://amdusa.org/wp/
https://amdusa.org/wp/
https://amdusa.org/wp/
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Master of Tyre 
 

 The degree of Master of Tyre is a modern one, 

originating in North Carolina, USA, and is a product 

of the Masonic Brethren in the western area of that 

state, who are also the originators of the Allied 

Masonic Degrees themselves.   
 

Installed Sovereign Master 
 

 The Installed Sovereign Master Degree is the 

chair degree for the presiding officer of a Council of 

Allied Masonic Degrees, conferred upon the newly 

elected Sovereign Master by the Council's Past 

Sovereign Masters.   
 

Worshipful Commander Noah 
 

 The Worshipful Commander Noah Degree is a 

"chair degree" of a Royal Ark Mariner lodge, 

emphasizing on hospitality and generosity.  
 

Worshipful Master of St. Laurence the Martyr 
 

 The "Worshipful Master" of the "St. Lawrence 

the Martyr" degree is the presiding officer of the 

council, and is the first degree a candidate receives 

to become a member, with the ceremony focusing 

on the 3rd-century martyrdom of St. Lawrence.  
 

Ye Antiente of Corks 
 

  The Ye Antient Order of Noble Corks, also 

known as "The Corks," is a humorous, nautical-

themed, and informal degree allied to Freemasonry, 

particularly popular in Scotland. 
 

Order of the Scarlet Cork 
 

 The Order of the Scarlet Cork Degree is based 

on the biblical story of Rahab, with the teachings 

focusing on charity, loyalty, and perseverance.   
 

Red Branch of Eri 
 

 The Red Branch of Eri consists of five 

degrees: Man-at-Arms, Esquire, Knight, Knight 

Commander, and Grand Cross. 
 

 These degree are conferred in the United States 

in Councils chartered by the Grand Council. Each 

Council is limited to twenty-seven members, with 

two exceptions. One of these Councils is known as 

the Council of the Nine Muses and is limited to nine 

members. The other is the Grand Masters Council, 

which has what is known as a roving charter. 
 

The following are councils here in Missouri: 
 

¶ Ray Vaughin Denslow Council Number 102 

¶ Ozark Council Number 240 

¶ Olin S. McDaniel Council Number 259 

¶ Mid-Missouri Council Number 291 

¶ Pony Express Council Number 350 

¶ Elizabeth St. Leger Council Number 386 

¶ Marquis de La Fayette Council Number 392 

¶ Santa Fe Council Number 417 

¶ Edgar Franklin Coonrod Number 493 

¶ Robert Hanis Bray Council Number 513 

¶ Mysterium Magnum Council Number 543 
 

The area supervisor, the official title is Grand 

Superintendent, in Missouri is Michael S. Smith. 
 

 Masonic Week in Washington, D.C. is an annual 

event, typically held in February, that brings 

together members of the Allied Masonic Degrees 

(AMD) for educational activities, degree conferrals, 

and fellowship, with the 2025 event scheduled for 

February 6-9 at the Hyatt Regency Crystal City.  

 

 In addition to the continuation of these degrees, 

there is still another and equally important purpose 

that the Allied Masonic Degree organization 

continues to do. It is to bring together, in small 

groups, Freemasons who are interested in the 

advancement of all Freemasonry, preparing 

themselves to better serve the Craft through the 

medium of study and research. By limiting the 

membership in a Council and securing membership 

only by invitation, the result is an agreeable group, 

who are able to enjoy full fellowship while meeting 

together. Wherever there is an active Council of 

Allied Masonic Degrees, it exerts an influence for 

the betterment of Freemasonry in all the Masonic 

Bodies. 
 

 There is never any intention on the part of the 

Allied Masonic Degrees to detract from any 

organized and established body in Freemasonry. On 

the contrary, you will find our members active, 

beyond the average, in all Masonic bodies. The real 

purpose is to stimulate interest in Freemasonry in 

small groups by the study of Masonic subjects. 

Thus, they are better enabled to serve the Craft. 
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https://themasterscraft.net/

