
 м 

https://moyorkrite.org/
https://moyorkrite.org/york-rite-beacon-publications/


 н 

 Missouri York Rite Beacon is 

the official publication of the Grand 

York Rite  of the State of Missouri. 
 

 Grand York Rite of Missouri 

 107 S. Williams Street 

 Fayette, MO 65248-1017 

 (660) 248-5100 
 

 Published and copyrighted 

under the direction of the Grand 

Secretary, located  at Fayette, 

Missouri and Columbia, Missouri 
 

 Unless otherwise indicated, the 

views expressed in this magazine 

are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinions or 

policy of the Grand York Rite of 

Missouri. The editor reserves the 

rights to accept, reject, subedit, and 

rearrange materials submitted for 

publication. It is the policy of the 

Grand York Rite of Missouri to not 

publish pictures or personal 

information about children under 

the age of 21, without written 

permission from the childôs parent, 

guardian or sponsoring group. 
 

Committee on Publication: 

Larry Wilson, Chairman 

Kevin Ritter 

Dennis W. Houck 

Ronald L. Skiles 

Steven F. Eberharter 

Russell Hansen 

Lloyd G. Lyon 

Donald MacCormick 

Kevin Sample 

Michael S. Smith 

Jacob W. Thompson 

Christopher Wehrenberg 

Adam Iwanow 

Matthew D. Ruth 

Christopher M. Foeste 

 Volume 3     Issue 11   November 2025 

Missouri York Rite Beacon Magazine 

Grand York Rite of the State of Missouri 
 

Page 3   Grand High Priestôs Message 
 

Page 4   Grand Masterôs Message  
 

Page 5   Message from the Editor 
 

Page 6   York Rite Cruise 
 

Page 7   Veteran Masonic Presidents  
 

Page 11  Picture Thisé.    
 

Page 14  Capitular Education  
 

Page 15  Capitular Development Course 
   

Page 22  Writers Corner  
 

Page 25  Thanksgiving Day Blessings 
 

Page 28  Retention Corner  

Page 30  RARA 
 

Page 31  CMMRF 
 

Page 32  Commandery Charities  
 

Page 33  Grand York Rite Bulletin Board 
 

Page 35  Springfield Chapterôs 175th Anniversary  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submissions: All submissions of photographs should include a 40 to 

50 word article telling who, what, when, where and why. Pictures 

should be high resolution jpg (s) from a camera (at least 300 dpi). 

Phone pictures should be set to high resolution. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cover Artwork by: REC Larry Wilson & REC Donald MacCormick 

 

Articles to be considered for 

publication should be e-mailed to:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://moyorkrite.org/missouri-york-

rite-beacon-news-submission-form/ 
 

 

 

 

 

https://moyorkrite.org/missouri-york-rite-beacon-news-submission-form/
https://moyorkrite.org/missouri-york-rite-beacon-news-submission-form/
https://moyorkrite.org/york-rite-beacon-publications/


 о 

Greetings, Companions! 
 

 Another month has come and gone! I hope October held more treats than tricks for you, and that you are 
now entering that period of contemplation and thankfulness, as we get closer to the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 

 This is one of my favorite times of the year, not only for the beautiful colors on the trees, the cooler 
temperatures, and the delicious food that comes with the season, but also the opportunity to spend some time 
in quiet contemplation for the many blessings I have received in my life and during the past year. Iôm thankful 
for the many veterans who have given freely - of their time, their talents, and sometimes their lives ï for the 
many blessings my family and I enjoy. I am thankful for my family, without whose love and support I would 
not be the person I am today. I am thankful for my job and the opportunity to continue working with 
university students. And I am thankful for this Grand Chapter, for all of my Companions, and the opportunity 
to serve you all this year as Grand High Priest. 
 

 I hope that you will each take the opportunity, between delicious plates of home-cooked meals, to think on 
all that you have to be thankful for. I wish each of you a Happy Thanksgiving and look forward to seeing you 
in your Chapters in the coming weeks and months. 
 

As always, Companions, BE EXCELLENT TO EACH OTHER! 
 

Fraternally, 
 
Kevin Ritter 
Grand High Priest 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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Greetings Companions, 
 

 I want to begin this monthôs newsletter by expressing my gratitude to all of the veterans who have served 

our great nation. Our First President was also the First Commanding General and an excellent and dedicated 

Freemason. He founded this country on the same values Freemasonry still holds today. Thank You and God 

Bless you all. 
 

 My travels this month, have kept me busy and satisfied. It was a joy to visit the Excelsior Chapter 

DeMolay in Jackson, Missouri. It is impressive to see what these young men can do. Their ritual work is 

excellent. These are future Masons in the making. It is our responsibility to move them on to our blue lodges 

and then to the York Rite. 
 

 Our school of instruction was excellent. V.I.C. Stuart Inglish provided an outstanding school of instruction 

on the opening and closing of a Council of Select Masters. He also gave instructions on the Royal Masterôs 

Degree. We had two Companions earn their proficiency cards. V.I.C. Chris Wehrenberg earned his 

proficiency cards on the Historical Lecture and the Apron Lecture. V.I.C. Homer Markhart earned his 

proficiency card in the opening and closing of a Council of Select Masters. 
 

 This past weekend, I found myself in Independence, Missouri. Their York Rite Festival was outstanding. 

They knighted thirteen new Knight Templars. The work they did and the timeline they kept made this a very 

smooth festival. Since October, Missouri has created thirty York Rite Masons. They progressed from Mark 

Master to the Order of the Temple. I want to thank everyone for their hard work. 
 

 Let us take a minute to reflect on this past year. Let us consider all the things we can be thankful for. For 

me, it would be the blessings God has given me. My wife for supporting me through this year, and for the 

Grand Council line. We are so alike and so different. All the various attitudes and ideas we have make this a 

great organization. Happy Thanksgiving!!! 
 

John 14 VS 6 
 

Fraternally 
 

M.I.C. Dennis W. Houck 

Grand Master of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of Missouri 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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Greetings Everyone, 
 

 Well, it looks like everyone survived the ghost, 
goblins, and ghouls. That now brings us into the 
month of November, and we are ready to celebrate 
two wonderful holidays. That of Veterans Day and 
Thanksgiving!!!  
 

 We respect and wish to thank all our Veterans 
who gave up so much to serve and protect our great 
nation. Many were separated from their families for 
months and years. They were dropped  into the most 
God awful places that this world has to offer. All in 
order to keep our lives free and safe. Thank you all 
who served our armed forces. You honor us all as to 
your devotion to your country and it people. Thank 
you. 
 

 Next is Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving isn't just a 
day, it is a practice of gratitude. In a world that often 
emphasizes what we lack rather than what we have, 
Thanksgiving encourages us to count our blessings. 
It reminds us to appreciate what we have, such as 
food, shelter, and companionship, which is often 
take for granted.  So, this would be a good time to 
thank God for allowing us all that we have and have 
been given.  
 

 In this issue of the Beacon, we recognize 
Veterans Day with an article on Masonic Presidents 
who served our county in our military. For 
Thanksgiving, we have included an article on 
Masonic prayers. This so we may share our thanks to 

God Almighty. Then we have a new section. One to 
introduce you to some Masonic authors. Look 
closely, they might be the Brother on your right who 
you did not even know had written a book or several 
books to be exact. Then we have our Royal Arch 
Education, and a nice article from the Retention 
Corner.  
 

 Companions and Sir Knights, this is your Beacon 
Magazine. We want to share your events and photos 
with your fellow York Rite members throughout the 
state. However, we cannot do this without your help. 
Please notify the  Beacon staff, through its link on 
our website, to share. Your next idea might 
transform our Fraternity!!! 
 

 Well everyone, I guess that is all I have to offer 
this month. God Bless our Veterans, God Bless 
America, and God Bless you all. Have a Happy 
Thanksgiving. May you all enjoy your time with 
your families, friends, and Brethren. And we will be 
seeing you all on down that dusty trail. 
 

Peace,  
 

The 
Editor 

https://moyorkrite.org/missouri-york-rite-beacon-news-submission-form/
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 November has numerous holidays and 
celebrations. However, Veterans Day comes up to 
the top of the list. Veterans Day began as Armistice 
Day. It was created by President Woodrow Wilson 
in 1919 to commemorate the end of World War I. In 
1938, November 11th became the legal holiday 
dedicated to World War I veterans. After World War 
II and the Korean War, veteran service organizations 
pushed for a more inclusive holiday, leading 
Congress to change Armistice Day to Veterans Day 
in 1954, honoring all American veterans for their 
service to the citizens of the United States. 
 

 In this article, we will examine the Masonic 
Presidents who have honorably served our military 
and citizens. I did not include President Lyndon 
Johnson even though he served in our military and 
was initiated as an entered apprentice in 1937. He 
obviously did not take our fraternity seriously as he 
never tried to receive the rest of our degree during 
the following 36 years of his life.    

 George Washington's military career spanned 

four decades and two major conflicts: the French and 
Indian War and the American Revolutionary War. 
Washington began as a major in the Virginia militia, 
rising to commander. Washington then led the 
Continental Army to victory in the American 
Revolution, serving our military for our 
independence.   
 

 Washington was initiated into Freemasonry in 
1752, advancing through the three degrees to 
become a Master Mason by August 1753. He 
remained an active and prominent Freemason 
throughout his life, eventually serving as the first 
Master of Alexandria Lodge Number 22 and 
officiating the laying of the cornerstone for the U.S. 
Capitol in 1793. Washington's Masonic career was a 
notable part of his private and public life, with our 
fraternity playing a major role in his social 
advancement and national service. 

 James Monroe served in the Continental Army 

https://www.mountvernon.org/george-washington/french-indian-war/ten-facts-about-george-washington-and-the-french-indian-war
https://www.nationalguard.mil/Resources/Image-Gallery/Historical-Paintings/Presidential-Series/James-Monroe/
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during the American Revolutionary War, enlisting in 
1775. He was commissioned as a lieutenant, fought 
in key battles like the Battle of Trenton where he 
was severely wounded, and rose to the rank of 
captain. He also served as an aide-de-camp to Lord 
Stirling and was present at Valley Forge and the 
Battle of Monmouth. After the war, he continued to 
serve in the Virginia Militia with the rank of colonel.   
 

 Monroe began his Masonic career in 1775 as a 
17-year-old student at William and Mary College, 
initiated into Williamsburg Lodge Number 6, and 
continued his membership until the 1780s, joining 
Fredericksburg Lodge Number 4 later on. His 
Masonic journey reflects a commitment to public 
service and national unity, ideals also embraced by 
other influential leaders of the era.   

 James K. Polk had a limited, non-combat 
military career, serving as a captain in the Tennessee 
militia in the 1820s. However, his legacy is tied to 
his role as Commander-in-Chief during the Mexican 
American War, in which he aggressively directed 
military strategy to achieve his expansionist goals. 
 

 James K. Polk was an active Freemason 
throughout his career, serving as a lodge officer and 
participating in Masonic ceremonies during his 
presidency. He was initiated into the fraternity in 
1820, long before he became the 11th President of 
the United States. 
 

 James Buchanan's military career consisted of 
service in the Pennsylvania militia during the War of 
1812, where he participated in the defense of 

Baltimore. He joined a cavalry unit to help defend 
the city against British advances and was honorably 
discharged after the war. 

 James Buchanan joined Lancaster Lodge 
Number 43, in Pennsylvania in 1816, and served as 
its Worshipful Master in 1825. He later became 
Deputy Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania. Buchanan remained an active 
Freemason, finding camaraderie and purpose in its 
principles of brotherhood and service, and his lodge 
supported him during threats after his presidency.   

 Andrew Johnson's military career was primarily 

https://www.nationalguard.mil/Resources/Image-Gallery/Historical-Paintings/Presidential-Series/James-Knox-Polk/
https://www.nationalguard.mil/Resources/Image-Gallery/Historical-Paintings/Presidential-Series/James-Buchanan/
https://millercenter.org/president/johnson/life-before-the-presidency
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primarily as a political appointee rather than a career 
soldier. He was named military governor of 
Tennessee by President Abraham Lincoln during the 
Civil War, serving from 1862 to 1865. 
 

 Andrew Johnson was initiated into Freemasonry 
in 1851 at Greeneville Lodge No. 119 in Tennessee 
and became a Knight Templar in 1859. He achieved 
his Royal Arch degree and was a Scottish Rite 
Mason, famously becoming the first U.S. President 
to receive the Scottish Rite degrees while in office, 
which occurred in the White House in 1867. Johnson 
remained a proud Freemason throughout his life.  

 James A. Garfield served as a high-ranking 
officer in the Union Army during the Civil War, 
rising from lieutenant colonel to major general and 
leading his troops in notable battles such as Middle 
Creek and Shiloh. After distinguishing himself as a 
soldier and serving as chief of staff to Major General 
William S. Rosecrans, Garfield resigned from the 
military to take his seat in the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 1863, a position from which he 
was later elected president. 
 

 James A. Garfield began his Masonic journey on 
November 19, 1861, in Columbus, Ohio, becoming a 
Master Mason in 1864. He was an active member in 
several lodges, including becoming a charter 
member of Pentalpha Lodge Number 23, in 
Washington, D.C. Garfield also advanced in 
appendant bodies like the York Rite (Knights 
Templar) and the Scottish Rite. His Masonic 
affiliations continued through his presidency, with 
his Knights Templar commandery serving as his 
honor guard during his inauguration. 
 

 William McKinley served as a citizen soldier in 
the Civil War, enlisting as a private and rising to the 
rank of brevet major by the end of the war, serving 

under future President Rutherford B. Hayes. He 
displayed bravery at battles like Antietam and was 
noted for his service in bringing rations under fire 
and his actions at the Battle of Cedar Creek. After 
the war, he also led the nation in the Spanish-
American War as president, though this was a 
political, not a military command, following failed 
negotiations for Cuban independence.   

 William McKinley's Masonic career began in 
1865 when he was inspired to join Freemasonry after 
witnessing the fraternal bond between Union and 
Confederate soldiers during the Civil War, joining 
Hiram Lodge Number 21, in Winchester, Virginia. 
He continued his active participation by affiliating 
with Canton Lodge Number 60, and becoming a 
charter member of Eagle Lodge Number 431 (later 
renamed William McKinley Lodge) in Canton, Ohio. 
He also advanced through the Capitular degrees and 
became a Knight Templar, remaining a devoted 
member of the craft until his death. 

https://www.thenmusa.org/biographies/william-mckinley/
https://www.battlefields.org/learn/biographies/james-garfield
https://department.va.gov/veterans-day/history-of-veterans-day/
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 Theodore Roosevelt's military career is defined 
by his celebrated command of the "Rough Riders" 
during the Spanish-American War, an experience 
that catapulted him to national fame. Though it was 
his only combat service, his enthusiasm for military 
preparedness and the "strenuous life" influenced his 
policies as president. 
 

 Theodore Roosevelt joined Freemasonry in 
1901, initiating as an Entered Apprentice in 
Matinecock Lodge in New York and quickly 
advancing to Master Mason later that year, shortly 
before becoming President of the United States. 
During his presidency and afterward, he remained an 
active Freemason, visiting lodges globally, 
participating in cornerstone ceremonies, and 
embodying Masonic virtues of integrity and public 
service in his progressive policies.   

 Harry S. Truman served in the U.S. Army during 
World War I, rising to the rank of captain and 
commanding Battery D of the 129th Field Artillery 
in France. After an initial period in the National 

Guard, he was commissioned as a first lieutenant 
when his unit was federalized for World War I. As 
captain, Truman's leadership qualities were 
recognized, and he led his men through heavy 
combat in the Meuse-Argonne Offensive, famously 
ensuring his unit emerged from the war without 
losing any soldiers. His transformative military 
experience, particularly his combat leadership, 
provided him with a foundation for his later political 
career. 
 

 Harry Truman had an extensive Masonic career, 
becoming a Master Mason in 1909, serving as Grand 
Master of Missouri from 1940 to 1941, and 
ultimately receiving the 33rd-degree Sovereign 
Grand Inspector General designation in the Scottish 
Rite in 1945. He was deeply dedicated to the Craft, 
organizing lodges, completing degrees in the 
Scottish and York Rites, and receiving the Gourgas 
Medal, the highest honor of the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction. 

 Gerald Ford served in the U.S. Navy Reserve 
during World War II, joining in 1942 and serving on 
active duty until 1946, reaching the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander. He served aboard the light 
aircraft carrier USS Monterey (CVL-26), 
participating in major South Pacific operations. After 
the war, he remained in the Naval Reserve until 1963 
and received an honorable discharge from active 
duty. 
 

 Gerald Ford had an extensive Masonic career, 
joining in 1949 and advancing to the 33rd degree of 
the Scottish Rite by 1962, becoming an Honorary 
Member of the Supreme Council. He was a devoted 
Mason, a member of Malta Lodge Number 465, in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, and Columbia Lodge 
Number 3, in Washington, D.C. Ford's lifelong 
commitment to Masonic principles influenced his 
presidency, reflecting his belief in honesty, healing, 
and civic duty.   

https://www.theodoreroosevelt.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=991271&module_id=339473
https://armyhistory.org/cpt-harry-s-truman-moarng/
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/people/presidents/ford.html
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Region 5 Royal Arch Degree Day 
 

 On Saturday, November 1st, Region 5, Royal 
Arch Masons of the State of Missouri, celebrated its 
2nd Annual Royal Arch Degree Day. Through the 
course of the day, we exalted nine new Companions 
by conferring the Past Master, Most Excellent 
Master, and Royal Arch Degrees. This was the 
culmination of a year of conducting six Red Jacket 
Blitzes accompanied by Mark Master Degrees. Our 
newest Companions are: Michael Patrick Ahearn, 
Jason Robert Baron, Thomas Bradford, Thomas 
William Conlon, Benjamin Lee Gokenback, Michael 
David Leonard, Phillip McDaniel, Matthew Alan 
Pappert, and Nicholas John Prater. Congratulations 
to our new Companions! 


