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 It was my distinct honor to represent you and the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of 

Missouri, at the five state, South-Central Conference, in Tulsa, Oklahoma. It was an overwhelming, but proud 

moment when I was called to speak. I wanted to introduce ever member of the Missouri congregation of Royal 

Arch Masons. However, I was limited to seven minutes to speak. So, instead I asked everyone from Missouri 

to stand and show the General Grand Chapter how we are growing here in Missouri and how dedicated we are 

to the cause. As I asked everyone from Missouri to rise, even I was amazed at the turnout of Companions to 

this conference.  
 

 As everyone sat down, I began talking about my most favorite subject, Royal Arch Research Assistance 

(RARA) and Central Auditory Processing Disorder (CAPD). What I am most fond of is about suppling 

schools with ear buds and microphones so children who struggle with CAPD, can have the opportunity to re-

main in their classrooms and hear their lessons. With these technologies, those children in need will be able to 

focus on the lesson at hand and not be distracted by clicking of shoes, or the buzzing of fans, or even the whis-

pering for other students. These noises, that we typical tune out, are heard all at the same time by those stu-

dents causing what can best be described as an overload of sounds that the student cannot distinguish between. 

This works by the connection of those earbuds to a microphone that the teacher speak into and the student 

hears them without any outside distractions.  
 

 This year, the donations collected from my coin will support CAPD and the suppling of classrooms with 

ear buds and teacher microphones. Together we can make a big difference in the lives of many of these chil-

dren and their learning experiences. 
 

 I was recently excited to discover that the Brethren of Neosho Lodge No. 247, were approached and ac-

cepted this technology into one of their schools. I cannot wait to hear the feedback on how this equipment will 

be benefiting the students at their schools. 
 

 Each time that I make a presentation concerning this project, I have heard cheers for the audience from 

teachers, parents, and grandparents. In conversations after the presentation, it is gratifying to hear how these 

products has benefited these children, not only in the schools, but in the home environment as well. 
 

 It is exciting to find that my coins are not the only fundraising that is being done for this charity. Recently, 

I attended a fish fry at Triune Chapter No. 93, located in Montgomery City, Missouri. This event is not only a 

wonderful way to raise money for RARA and CAPD, but it is a great opportunity for the community to come 

together, to spread the word on Royal Arch Masonry, and bring families together for a fun time.  
 

 At this function, it was wonderful to hear VEC Steven Bright, Chairman of RARA for Missouri, speak on 

the subject of Royal Arch Research. It was a brilliant speech which has been included into the RARA section 

of this magazine. Please check it out.   
 

 So, just remember as you look into the mirror each day, IF IT IS TO BE, IT IS UP TO ME!!! Because WE 

ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER. Please join me in making a difference. 

A Message from the Grand High Priest 
 

MEC Michael L. Dodd 
 

Grand High Priest  

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
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Message from the  

Deputy Grand   Illustrious Master 
 

RIC Dennis  W. Houck 

 Deputy Grand Illustrious Master 

Companions, 
 

 As this York Rite year continues to develop. I am proud to say the Grand Council Line is moving in the 

right direction. There is a constant flow of information and ideas that will grow and develop our organization 

for many years to come. Each one of the Grand Line officers has the best interest of our organization at heart. 

Letôs look at some ways that will make us stronger. 
 

 Our recruiting efforts need to be on point and encourage new membership. We need to make our 

prospective candidates want to join. They need to know they will be missing something if they are not in the 

York Rite. We need to be in the Blue Lodges, we need to host open houses, we need to include Master 

Masons at our dinners. If you have fifty members in your Council, then you have fifty recruiters telling the 

York Rite story. This is a never-ending process. 
 

 I am going to use a dirty word now. We need to improve on our Ritual. This is the life blood of our 

organization. This is one of the most basic things that can make or break our organization. Too many people 

want to make our ritual second class to our Blue Lodge Ritual. This needs to stop now! Our ritual is just as 

important. This continues the Masonic story and history. Learning ritual is one of the most unimpressive and 

lonely tasks we most do. It takes months to learn some parts. Itôs a thankless job until you perform the part. 

Then everyone thinks you learned it overnight.  
 

 We must also continue to develop our education programs. Education and Ritual work goes hand in hand. 

We Have one of the best educators in the state in our Grand Line. If you fail to use Jacob Thompson, you are 

failing to improve your Council. He has plans in place to grow our educational resources. I donôt want you to 

use him, I want you to abuse him. I have never seen Jacob turn down the opportunity to spread Masonic light. 
 

 Companions over the past six years, I have seen the Councils from across the state go through many 

different changes. I have seen councils that were on the verge of closing begin to thrive. I have seen a new 

Council open. There are rumors of even more Councils wanting to form in our state. Now, is the time to act. 

Letôs keep moving forward and finish this year on a high note. 
 

RIC Dennis W. Houck 

Deputy Grand Illustrious Master 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons  

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
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Message from the Grand Commander 
SK Bobbie E. White  

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

 Since we last visited, I have had the pleasure to attend the Missouri Grand Lodge Session and was able to 

visit with many Sir Knights there. What a pleasure that was. Then it was on to the South-Central Department 

Conference in Tulsa. I once again had the pleasure of traveling with three of my best friends to the conference. 

The discussions during the windshield time are always amazing. Missouri was well represented during the 

Commandery portion with Deputy Grand Commander Ron Skiles, Grand Generalissimo Terry Coppotelli, 

Grand Captain General Matt Quesenberry, Past Grand Commanders Robert Schlicter, Roger Fleer, Charles 

Cooper, Kevin Sample, Dan Quesenberry, and I. Also present were SK Brad Fowler, SK Paul Daniels, and SK 

Stanton T Brown II. In York Rite Leadership Training was SK Jeff Knight, Grand Warder, SK Budd Gilfillen, 

SK Derek Pope, SK Jessie Morrison, and SK Connor MacCormick. I hope I didnôt miss anyone. 
 

 Following that week we have attended several Blue Lodges, York Rite meets, a York Rite College, and 

Yeomen of York meetings, all of which were a pleasure to attend. Remember, we are all in this together and 

we need to show our support for each other. Then we attended the Region 2 conference in Lathrop, Missouri, 

and it was amazing. Then it was on to poplar Bluff for the Region 6 Festival and Conference. I canôt say 

enough about that event. The men there outdid themselves and ended up knighting 18 new Knights. My hats 

off to you gentlemen. I am sure there will be some photos of this event elsewhere in the Beacon and Facebook. 
 

 As we continue into the fall, we have several more Regional Conferences. A lot of work has gone into 

making them enjoyable and educational meetings this year. Please take the time to attend and let us know how 

we did. Please feel free to take Blue Lodge members with you and give them an introduction to our Rite. 
 

 I am still hoping we can have some good fun this year. Remember we have instituted a Class D Drill team 

which only requires five (5) men so every Commandery should be able to put a team on the floor in Columbia, 

Missouri on April 19, 2025. I also hope you will open up your Christmas and Easter Observances to bring in 

family and friends. I had a great time last year at the Ascalon/Ivanhoe Palm Sunday Grand Commanders 

Breakfast and Observance. It is really wonderful to have our families involved and see our Christian Masons.  
 

 My main theme this year is ñBlessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of 

God,ò (Matthew 5:9). We need to remember where we came from and our mission to keep the peace for pil-

grims traveling to the Holy Land. Today we need to keep the peace in our meetings and our lives, remember-

ing that arguments get us nowhere, but good discussions can be fruitful. 
 

 Please remember the words of my good friend Mike Dodd ñWe are all in this togetherò so letôs strive to see 

who can best work and who can best agree. 
 

 Lastly the sale of my coins will be used to support the Coyote Hills Foster Care Ministries. We took an 

oath to defend the helpless orphans so that is my goal this year. I was in Law Enforcement for 43 years and one 

of the hardest things we had to do was send children to foster care, especially with large families as they were 

split up and sometimes would never see each other again. Coyote Hills doesnôt do that and takes in families of 

all sizes so please join me in supporting this great cause. 
 

 Please feel free to contact me or one of my aides if you have questions, ideas, or an invitation. I look for-

ward to greeting you whenever I can. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Bobbie White 

Grand Commander 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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 The Knights Templar was a large organization of 

devout Christians during the medieval era who 

carried out an important mission: to protect 

European travelers visiting sites in the Holy Land 

while also carrying out military operations. A 

wealthy, powerful and mysterious order that has 

fascinated historians and the public for centuries, 

tales of the Knights Templar, their financial and 

banking acumen, their military prowess, and their 

work on behalf of Christianity during the Crusades 

still circulate throughout modern culture. 

 After Christian armies captured Jerusalem from 

Muslim control in 1099 during the Crusades, groups 

of pilgrims from across Western Europe started 

visiting the Holy Land. Many of them, however, 

were robbed and killed as they crossed through 

Muslim-controlled territories during their journey. 

 Around 1118, a French knight named Hugues de 

Payens created a military order along with eight 

relatives and acquaintances, calling it the Poor 

Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and the Temple of 

Solomonðlater known simply as the Knights 

Templar. 
 

 With the support of Baldwin II, the ruler of 

Jerusalem, they set up headquarters on that cityôs 

sacred Temple Mount, the source of their now-iconic 

name, and pledged to protect Christian visitors to 

Jerusalem. 
 

 Initially, the Knights Templar faced criticism 

from some religious leaders. But in 1129, the group 

received the formal endorsement of the Catholic 

Church and support from Bernard of Clairvaux, a 

prominent French abbot. Bernard authored ñIn Praise 

of the New Knighthood,ò a text that glorified the 

Knights Templar and bolstered their growth. 
 

 In 1139, Pope Innocent II issued a Papal Bull that 

allowed the Knights Templar special rights. Among 

them, the Templars were exempt from paying taxes, 

permitted to build their own oratories, and that they 

were held to no oneôs authority except the Popeôs. 
 

 The Knights Templar set up a prosperous 

network of banks and gained enormous financial 

influence. Their banking system allowed religious 

pilgrims to deposit assets in their home countries and 

withdraw funds in the Holy Land. 

The order became known for its austere code of 

conduct (which included no pointy shoes and no 

kissing their mothers, rules outlined in ñThe Rule of 

the Templarsò) and signature style of dress, which 

featured a white habit emblazoned with a simple red 

cross. 
 

 Members swore an oath of poverty, chastity, and 

obedience. They werenôt allowed to drink, gamble, 

or swear. Prayer was essential to their daily life, and 

the Templars expressed particular adoration for the 

mother of Jesus, the Virgin Mary. 

Knights Templar 
https://www.history.com/topics/middle-ages/the-knights-templar 

https://www.history.com/topics/middle-ages/the-knights-templar
https://www.history.com/topics/middle-ages/the-knights-templar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights_Templar
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 As the Knights Templar grew in size and status, 

it established new chapters throughout Western 

Europe. At the height of their influence, the 

Templars boasted a sizable fleet of ships, owned the 

Mediterranean island of Cyprus, and served as a 

primary bank and lending institution to European 

monarchs and nobles. 
 

 Though its original purpose was to protect 

pilgrims from danger, the Knights Templar 

progressively expanded its duties. They became 

defenders of the Crusader states in the Holy Land 

and were known as brave, highly skilled warriors. 
 

 The group developed a reputation as fierce 

fighters during the Crusades, driven by religious 

fervor and forbidden from retreating unless 

significantly outnumbered. 
 

 The Templars built numerous castles and 

foughtðand often wonðbattles against Islamic 

armies. Their fearless style of fighting became a 

model for other military orders. 
 

 In the late 12th century, Muslim armies retook 

Jerusalem and turned the tide of the Crusades, 

forcing the Knights Templar to relocate several 

times. The Fall of Acre in 1291 marked the 

destruction of the last remaining Crusader refuge in 

the Holy Land. 
 

 European support for the military campaigns in 

the Holy Land began to erode over the decades that 

followed. Additionally, many secular and religious 

leaders became increasingly critical of the Templarsô 

wealth and power. 
 

 By 1303, the Knights Templar lost its last 

foothold in the Muslim world and established a base 

of operations in Paris. There, King Philip IV of 

France resolved to bring down the order, perhaps 

because the Templars had denied the indebted ruler 

additional loans. 

 

 On Friday, October 13, 1307, scores of French 

Templars were arrested, including the orderôs grand 

master Jacques de Molay. 
 

 Many of the knights were brutally tortured until 

they confessed to false charges, which included 

heresy, homosexuality, financial corruption, devil-

worshipping, fraud, spitting on the cross and more. 
 

 

 A few years later, dozens of Templars were 

burned at the stake in Paris for their confessions. De 

Molay was executed in 1314. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Battles_involving_the_Knights_Templar
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Philip-IV-king-of-France
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04020a.htm
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 Under pressure from King Philip, Pope 

Clement V reluctantly dissolved the Knights 

Templar in 1312. The groupôs property and 

monetary assets were given to a rival order, the 

Knights Hospitallers. However, itôs thought by 

some that King Philip and King Edward II of 

England seized most of the Knights Templarôs 

wealth. 
 

 The Catholic Church has acknowledged that 

the persecution of the Knights Templar was 

unjustified. The church claims that Pope Clement 

was pressured by secular rulers to destroy the 

order. 

 

 While most historians agree that the Knights 

Templar fully disbanded 700 years ago, there are 

some people who believe the order went 

underground and remains in existence in some 

form to this day. 
 

 In the 18th century, some groups, most 

notably the Freemasons, revived several of the 

medieval knightsô symbols, rituals, and traditions. 
 

 Currently, there are several international 

organizations styled after the Knights Templar 

that the public can join. These groups have 

representatives around the world and aim to 

uphold the values and traditions of the original 

medieval order. 
 

 Throughout the years, various tales have 

surfaced about the knightsô mysterious work. 

More recently, stories about the legendary 

Templars have found their way into popular books 

and movies. 
 

 Some historians have claimed that the Knights 

Templar may have secretly guarded the Shroud of 

Turin (a linen cloth believed to be placed on the 

body of Jesus Christ before burial) for hundreds of 

years after the Crusades ended. 
 

 Another widespread belief is that the knights 

discovered and kept religious artifacts and relics, 

such as the Holy Grail, the Ark of the Covenant, 

and parts of the cross from Christôs crucifixion. 
 

 Various other ideas and myths exist about the 

Knights Templarôs secret operations. The popular 

novel and film The Da Vinci Code presents a 

theory that the Templars were involved in a 

conspiracy to preserve the bloodline of Jesus 

Christ. 
 

 Although much of these speculations are 

considered fictional, thereôs no question that the 

Knights Templar have provoked intrigue and 

fascination and will likely continue to do so for 

years to come. 

https://www.history.com/news/why-friday-the-13th-spelled-doom-for-the-knights-templar
https://usagekt.org/
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 Jacques de Molay (also spelled Molai) was born 

around 1240 and died on March 18, 1314. He was 

the last Grand Master of the Knights Templar. Very 

little is known of Molayôs youth, but it was likely 

that he was born in Molay, Haute-Saone, in the 

County of Burgundy, in France. He was born into a 

minor nobility class family. It has been said that 

Molay was made a Knight at the age of 21, in 1265 

A.D., at the Beaune House, by Humbert de Pairaud. 

In attendance was a prominent Templar named 

Amaury de la Roche, who was the Templar Master 

for the province of France.  

 Around 1270, Jacques de Molay went to the 

East, although there are no records for his activities 

over the next twenty years.  
 

 In 1291, after the Fall of Acre to the Egyptian 

Mamluks, the Knight Templars, including Jacques 

de Molay and Thibaud Gaudin, the 22nd Grand 

Master, gathered on the Island of Cyprus that 

autumn. At that time, Jacques de Molay spoke of 

reforming the Order and that he should replace the 

current Grand Master. That would not come to be. 

However, Grand Master Thibaud Gaudin would die 

a short time after in 1292, and de Molay would be 

elected to that position.  
 

 During the spring of 1293, Grand Master Molay 

would begin a tour of the West to try and muster 

support to recapture the Holy Land. Molay would 

cultivate relationships with such European leaders as 

Pope Boniface VIII, Edward I of England, James I of 

Aragon, and Charles II of Naples. His immediate 

goal was to strengthen the Templarôs defense in 

Cyprus, and to rebuild their forces. Molay would 

secure the support from some of the monarchs for 

the export of supplies to Cyprus, but he would not 

obtain any commitments from any of the world 

leaders for a new Crusade. There were talks of 

merging the Templars with one of the other military 

orders, the Knights Hospitaller. However, the Grand 

Masters from both orders opposed such a merger.  
 

 Molay would hold two meetings for his Order at 

Montpellier, in the south of France, one in 1293 and 

the other at Arles in 1296. There he tried to reform 

the Order. In the fall of 1296, Molay went back to 

Cyprus to defend the Order against Henry II of 

Cyprus, whose conflicts reached back to the time of 

the 21st Grand Master, Guillaume de Beaujeu.  
 

 From 1299 to 1303, he was involved in the 

preparation and implementation of a new attack 

against the Mamluks. The plan was to coordinate 

actions between the Christian military orders, the 

King of Cyprus, the nobility of Cyprus, the forces of 

Cilician Armenia, and a new potential ally, the 

Mongols of the Ilkhanate (Persia), to oppose the 

Egyptian Mamluks and retake the coastal city of 

Tortosa in Syria.  
 

 After several battles and the eventual loss of 

Ruad Island, Molay abandoned the tactic of small 

advance forces, and put his energies into trying to 

raise support for a new Crusade. When a power 

Jacques de Molay  
Last Grand Master of the Knights Templar 

Assembled by Larry Wilson 

Edited by Debbie Hanson 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_de_Molay
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struggle erupted between King Henry II and his 
brother Amalric, the Templars supported Amalric, 
who took the crown and had his brother exiled in 
1306. However, pressure would increase in Europe 
that the Templars should be merged with other 
military orders and placed under the authority of one 
king. That person would become the King of 
Jerusalem when and if it was conquered.  
 

 In 1305, Pope Clement V was elected, and he 
asked the leaders of the military orders for their 
opinions concerning a new crusade and the merging 
of their orders. Molay was asked to write memoranda 
on each of these issues, which he accomplished 
during the summer of 1306. Molay was opposed to 
the merger. He believed that instead of having the 
military orders joined together, the various Orders 
should be assigned different duties. He was also of 
the opinion that if there were to be a new crusade, it 
needed to be a large one, because the smaller 
attempts had not been successful.  
 

 On June 6, 1306, the leadership of both the 
Templars and the Hospitallers were officially asked 
to respond to the Papal offices on All Saints Day, 
November 1, 1306. However, the meeting had to be 
postponed due to the Pope's illness with gastro-
enteritis. Molay left Cyprus on October 15, 1306, 
and arrived in France in late 1306 or early 1307. 
However, the meeting was once again delayed due to 
the Pope's illness.  
 

 King Philip IV of France, who was deeply in 
debt to the Templars, was in favor of merging the 
Orders under his command, thereby making him Rex 
Bellator, or War King. Jacques de Molay rejected 
this idea. Philip was already at odds with the papacy, 
trying to tax the clergy, and had been attempting to 
assert his own authority as higher than that of the 

Pope. For this, one of Pope Clement's predecessors, 
Pope Boniface VIII, had attempted to have Philip 
excommunicated. In response, King Philip had Pope 
Boniface abducted and charged with heresy. 
However, the elderly Pope Boniface was rescued and 
died of shock shortly after. His successor Pope 
Benedict XI did not last much longer. He died within 
the year from possibly being poisoned by King 
Philip's councilor Guillaume de Nogaret. It took over 
a year to choose the next Pope, the Frenchman 
Clement V, who was also under strong pressure to 
bend to Philip's will. Clement moved the Papacy 
from Italy to Poitiers, France, where Philip continued 
to assert his dominance over the Papacy and the 
Templars.  
 

 Grand Master Fulk de Villaret, of the 
Hospitallers, was also delayed in his travel to France, 
as he was engaged in a battle at Rhodes. He would 
arrive later that summer. So, while waiting for his 
arrival, Molay met with the Pope to discuss other 
matters. One of which was the charges by one or 
more ousted Templars who had made accusations of 
impropriety in the Templars' initiation ceremony. 
Molay had already spoken with the King in Paris on 
June 24, 1307, about the accusations against his 
order. Returning to Poitiers, Molay asked the Pope to 
assemble an inquiry to clear their Order of the 
rumors and accusations surrounding it. The Pope 
convened an inquiry on August 24, 1307.   
 

 King Philip wanted the Templars arrested and all 
their possessions confiscated to incorporate into the 
Royal Treasury. This was to free himself of the 
enormous debt France owed the Templars. On 
September 14, King Philip took advantage of the 
rumors and inquiry to begin his move on the 
Templars. He sent out a secret order to his agents 
throughout France, to implement a mass arrest of all 
Templars at dawn on Friday, October 13th. Molay, 
being in Paris on October the 12th for a funeral, was 
arrested the next day in the raids. Philip then had the 
Templars charged with heresy and many other 
trumped-up charges, most of which were identical to 
those charges which had previously been leveled by 
Philip's agents against Pope Boniface VIII.  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Philip-IV-king-of-France
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 Molay, who was not knowledgeable of Franceôs 

laws or theology, was unable to defend himself and his 

Order. During interrogations he confessed that the 

Templar initiation ritual included "denying Christ and 

trampling on the Cross." He was forced to write a letter 

requesting every Templar to admit to these acts. Under 

pressure from King Philip IV, Pope Clement V issued 

an order for the arrest of all Templars throughout 

Christendom.  

 However, the Pope wanted to hear Jacques de 

Molay's side of the story. So, he dispatched two 

cardinals to Paris in December 1307. In front of the 

cardinals, Molay retracted his earlier confessions. A 

power struggle ensued between the King and the Pope, 

which was not settled until August of 1308. They 

agreed to split the convictions. Through the Papal 

Bull Faciens misericordiam, the procedure to prosecute 

the Templars was set out on a division, whereby one 

commission would judge individuals of the Order and 

the other would judge the Order as a whole. Pope 

Clement called for an ecumenical council to meet in 

Vienna in 1310 to decide the future of the Templars. In 

the meantime, the Order's dignitaries, among them 

Molay, were to be judged by the Pope. 
 

 In the royal palace at Chinon, Molay was once 

again questioned by the Cardinals, but this time with 

the Kingôs royal agents present. Molay returned to his 

forced admissions made in 1307. In November 1309, 

the Papal Commission for the Kingdom of France 

began its own hearings, during which Molay again 

recanted, stating that he did not acknowledge the 

accusations brought against his Order.  
 

 Any further opposition by the Templars was 

effectively broken when King Philip used the 

previously forced confessions to sentence 54 Templars 

to be burnt at the stake between May the 10th and May 

the 12th of 1310.  
 

 The council that had been called by the Pope for 

1310, was delayed for a further two years due to the 

length of the trials, but they were finally convened in 

1312. On March 22, 1312, at the Council of Vienne, 

the Order of the Knights Templar was abolished by 

Papal Decree.  
 

 Jacques de Molay was sentenced to death together 

with Geoffroi de Charney in 1314, as a direct result of 

cardinal legates' decisions and actions rather than being 

ordered by King Philip the Fair. He was burned at the 

stake on the Ile des Javiaux in the Seine. The most 

probable date of the execution was, according to Alain 

Demurger and others, March 11,1314, although it has 

also been quoted as March 18, 1314.  
 

 In September 2001, Barbara Frale found a copy of 

the Chinon Parchment in the Vatican Archives, a 

document which explicitly confirms that in 1308 Pope 

Clement V absolved Jacques de Molay and other 

leaders of the Order including Geoffroi de Charney and 

Hugues de Pairaud. She published her findings in 

the Journal of Medieval History in 2004. Another 

Chinon parchment dated August 20, 1308, addressed to 

Philip IV of France, well known to historians, stated 

that absolution had been granted to all those Templars 

that had confessed to heresy "and restored them to the 

Sacraments and to the unity of the Church".  

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04020a.htm
https://illinoismasonicregalia.com/
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https://mailchi.mp/f6cb20870ac9/spaces-filling-up-fast-for-the-st-louis-cathedral-centennial-celebration-14188242?e=04a27cb9e4
https://form.jotform.com/242424048350146
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Earlier in this issue, we discussed Jacques de 

Molay, the last Grand Master of the medieval 

Knights Templars. We now present the creation of a 

Masonic youth group for young men that was named 

after that Grand Master. 
 

During World War I, the United States mobilized 

4.7 million military personnel and suffered the loss 

of over 116,000 soldiers. This left many young men 

who would grow up fatherless. One such person was 

sixteen-year-old Louis Lower. Louis was a bright 

young man who had lost his father to the war. His 

mother was forced to work to support the family. 

After a while, boredom set in, and Louis would seek 

entertainment by roaming the streets rather than 

sitting at home in an empty house. Before long, 

Louis would find himself hanging out at the Scottish 

Rite Building in downtown Kansas City. This is 

where he would meet Frank S. Land, a brother of our 

Craft and employee of the Scottish Rite. Through 

numerous discussions, Brother Land discovered that 

Louis had suffered a great loss and needed a father 

figure. Brother Land attempted to fill this void for 

Louis. 
 

Brother Land learned that Louis had many 

friends who had also lost their fathers. Eventually, 

Louis would ask Brother Land if they could also join 

him at the Scottish Rite. Brother Land agreed. 

Slowly the idea of forming a club for these boys 

began to crystalize. The club would have to be 

something special that would unite the young men. 

As a Freemason, he belonged to a brotherhood of 

men. Why couldnôt he do the same for these young 

men?  
 

The club would have to hold high ideals, so that 

the boys would learn the proper way to become  

DeMolay International 
Compiled by: Larry Wilson 

Edited by: Debbie Hanson 

Louis Lower, the first DeMolay 
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https://beademolay.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_S._Land
https://demolay.org/the-first-demolay/
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successful young men. Next, Brother Land decided 

that the basis of the club needed to be something 

special. A knighthood perchance? Then it came to 

him, the Knights of old Camelot and their round 

table. After discussing this with some of his fellow 

Freemasons, he decided that a real-life character 

would be a great basis for the club. Thus, the Knights 

Templar and their last Grand Master Jacques de 

Molay would become the foundation of the club.   
 

 The next step was to create a ritual for the group, 

and for that he turned to Frank Marshall who was 

also a Scottish Rite Freemason. Brother Marshall 

was a newspaper man by trade. Writing came 

naturally to him. Brother Marshall was careful not to 

make the ritual and degrees too close to Freemasonry 

lest he be accused of trying to create Freemasonry 

for kids. The DeMolay degrees would be conferred 

in an initiation and knighthood for the boys. They 

would get an opening, a closing, and prayers. In the 

initiatory degree, they would have seven Cardinal 

Virtues:  
 

1. Filial love (the love between a child and their 

parent): the love and the kindness we should 

have with our parents, the ones that gave us birth 

and taught us the first lessons of kindness, 

respect and belief in God.. 

2. Reverence for sacred things: a belief in a 

supreme being (independent of a specific 

religion) and respect for othersô beliefs. 

3. Courtesy: kindness, respect, and philanthropy 

(which is only valid when it is done with heart 

and soul) 

4. Comradeship: being a faithful friend, not only in 

good times but also in hard times. 

5. Fidelity: the strength to follow one's own values 

and virtues, and to keep secret everything which 

is entrusted to one; faithfulness to God, one's 

homeland, and one's friends, as Jacques DeMolay 

preferred to die rather than betray his 

companions or break with his pledge. 

6. Cleanliness: purity in soul and heart, and a clear 

conscience, keeping your mind away from 

everything that is against the values of a good 

citizen. 

7. Patriotism: respect for, and the willingness to 

defend, our homeland, our democracy, our State, 

and our city, including the preservation of public 

spaces and places, such as schools, asylums, 

orphanages, and hospitals that support people in 

need. 
 

 The next degree would be the DeMolay degree. 

In this setting, the candidate would Jacques get to 

watch an historical play on the Grand Master, 

Frank Marshall, creator of the DeMolay Ritual 

The original 9 DeMolays and Advisors 

https://demolay.org/2243-2/
https://beademolay.org/the-first-meeting/
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Jacques DeMolay followed by the taking of a second 

obligation to group.   

 The organizational structure of a group of 

DeMolayôs is known as a Chapter. A Chapter is run 

by a member of the Chapter and his title is Master 

Councilor. The Master Councilor is elected by 

members of his Chapter. The officers of a Chapter 

are the Master Councilor, Senior Councilor, Junior 

Councilor, Scribe, Treasurer, Senior Deacon, Junior 

Deacon, Senior Steward, Junior Steward, Chaplain, 

Almoner, Marshal, Standard Bearer, Orator, and 

Sentinel.  
 

 DeMolay has adult mentors who help supervise 

the Chapter. These men are called "Dads," which is 

an honorary title that was given to the advisors by 

the founding members of this group and has been 

carried down since its origin. Normally these 

positions are filled by Master Masons or Senior 

DeMolays (DeMolays who have reached the age of 

21 and aged out). However, they can be filled by 

honorable men of the community. Within recent 

years, women have become advisors for DeMolay 

Chapters and carry the honorary title of ñMom.ò  
 

 As the group started holding regular meetings, 

the members got excited by the good work that they 

were conducting. The original members would take 

that word to their friends, schools, and community. 

Because of this, DeMolay would start to explode. 

The group began to spread throughout the State of 

Missouri, on to other states across the nation, and 

finally around the world.  
 

 Throughout the years, numerous celebrities have 

been members of the Order of DeMolay. Some of 

those members are: Walt Disney, John Steinbeck, 

Fran Tarkenton, President Bill Clinton, Governor 

Mel Carnahan, John Wayne, Gary Collins, Buddy 

Ebsen, Paul Harvey, Burl Ives, Pete Rose, Larry 

Wilcox, and so many more.   
 

 In little more than one hundred years, DeMolay 

has become an international success. Chapters can 

now be found in countries such as Canada, Germany, 

Australia, Japan, the Philippines, Argentina, Aruba, 

French Guiana, Uruguay, Paraguay, Peru, Bolivia, 

Brazil, Ecuador, Italy, Romania, Greece, France, 

Albania, Montenegro, Serbia, and Bosnia. In the 

next hundred years, who knows where DeMolay will 

lead us. If you are interested in becoming an Advisor 

for a Chapter of DeMolays or have a son that you 

think would be a good fit for this organization, 

please contact Missouri DeMolay at: 
 

https://www.modemolay.org/youth-leadership/how-

to-join-demolay/#:~:text=If%20you're%

20interested%20in,youth%20fraternity%20in%

20the%20world! 
 

 If you wish to visit a Chapter here in Missouri, 

you can find a list of them On the next page. 

5Ŝ aƻƭŀȅ ǇƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ tƻǇŜ /ƭŜƳŜƴǘ ± 

5Ŝaƻƭŀȅ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ wƻƻƳ 

https://www.modemolay.org/youth-leadership/how-to-join-demolay/#:~:text=If%20you're%20interested%20in,youth%20fraternity%20in%20the%20world!
https://www.modemolay.org/youth-leadership/how-to-join-demolay/#:~:text=If%20you're%20interested%20in,youth%20fraternity%20in%20the%20world!
https://www.modemolay.org/youth-leadership/how-to-join-demolay/#:~:text=If%20you're%20interested%20in,youth%20fraternity%20in%20the%20world!
https://www.modemolay.org/youth-leadership/how-to-join-demolay/#:~:text=If%20you're%20interested%20in,youth%20fraternity%20in%20the%20world!
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Jacques-de-Molay
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/demolay.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Quick-Start-Guild-booklet-website.pdf
https://beademolay.org/
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Allegiance Chapter 
Meet: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays @ 7:00 pm 
Meramec Lodge Building 
616 Stockell Drive 
Eureka, MO 63025 
Contact: Jon Bergfeld 10964jb@gmail.com 
 

Carondelet Chapter 
1st & 3rd Saturdays @ 7:00 pm 
Webster Groves Masonic Temple 
12 East Lockwood Ave 
Webster Groves, MO 63119 
Contact: Denise Buck carondelet@modemolay.org 
 

Crestwood Chapter 
Meet: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 6:30 pm 
Crestwood Euclid Masonic Temple 
9078 Sappington Road 
Crestwood, MO 63126 
Contact: Lawrence Lindner crestwooddemolay@gmail.com 
 

Crocker Chapter 
Meet: Sundays at IOOF Lodge Building 
104 N. Commercial St.  
Crocker, MO 65452 
Contact: Andrew Sinclair crocker@modemolay.org 
 

Divine Chapter 
Meet: 2nd and 4th Mondays at 6:45 pm 
Poplar Bluff Masonic Temple 
2303 N. Main St 
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901 
Contact: David Lourwood drdave64@gmail.com 
 

Excelsior Chapter 
Meet: 1st and 3rd Thursdays at 7:00 pm 
Excelsior Masonic Temple 
204 S. High St. 
Jackson, MO 63755 
Contact: Michael Massey excelsiordemolaymo@gmail.com 
 

Farnsworth Chapter 
Meet: 2nd & 4th Sundays at  
Gate of the Temple #422 
1700 N. Boonville 
Springfield, Missouri 65803 
Contact: Thomas Mcinnish 
farnsworthchapterdemolay@gmail.com 
 

George L. Walters Chapter 
Meet: 2nd and 4th Wednesday at 6:30 pm 
Rose Hill Masonic Center 
11122 Olive Blvd 
Creve Coeur, MO 63141 
Contact: Ryan Cockerham info@glwdemolay.org 
 
 

MidRivers Chapter 
Meet: 1st and 3rd Sunday at 2:00 p.m. 
Bridgeton Masonic Temple 
414 S. Church Street 
St. Peters, MO 63376 
Contact: Jeffrey Kitsmiller midrivers@modemolay.org 
 

Mineral Area Chapter 
Meet: 2nd & 4th Sundays at  
Elvins-Ionic Masonic Temple 
206 N. School St 
Desloge, MO 63601 
Contact: Michael Voyles mineralarea@modemolay.org 
 

Progression Chapter 
Meet: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at 7:00 pm 
Fenton Masonic Temple 
401 Hays Hill Drive 
Fenton, MO 63026 
Contacts: John Brand johnny5ncdb@gmail.com 
 

Rising Sun Chapter 
Meet: 1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 
Rising Sun Masonic Temple 
2000 Northwest Barry Road 
Kansas City, MO 64138 
Contact: Lawrence Alvis risingsun@modemolay.org 
 

Rolla Chapter 
Meet: 1st and 3rd Sundays at  
Rolla Masonic Temple 
400 E. Second St. 
Rolla, MO 65401 
Contact: DeQuawn Deionte DeBerry 
Rolla@modemolay.org 
 

St. Charles Chapter 
Meet: 1st and 3rd Mondays at 7:00 pm 
St. Charles Masonic Temple 
2051 Collier Corporate Pkwy 
St. Charles, MO 63301 
Contact: Ray Trimble ray.trimble@sbcglobal.net 

 

Wentzville Chapter 
Meet: 2nd & 4th Mondays at 7:00 pm 
Wentzville Masonic Temple 
602 Meyer Road 
Wentzville, MO 63385 
Contact: Thomas Thomason wentzville@modemolay.org 
 

William F. Kuhn Chapter 
Meet: 1st & 3rd Thursdays at 7:00 pm 
Swope Park Masonic Lodge 
8521 Oldham Rd 
Kansas City, MO 64138 
Contact: Kevin Sykes dadgdryer@aol.com 

Please contact a Chapter you wish to visit first. To ensure that their meeting has not been canceled, rescheduled, or they are 

doing a special outing at another location. Please visit your local youth groups. They are the future of our country.   
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Membership Corner 
 

 Identifying the target audience is crucial for any 

organization or business. The notion that the target 

audience is 'everyone' is a misconception and could 

lead to inefficient use of marketing and advertising 

resources. 
 

 A more strategic approach is necessary. Like 

fishing, where specific bait is chosen to attract a 

particular type of fish, marketing efforts should be 

tailored to engage a specific demographic. 
 

 For a York Rite body aiming to define its target 

demographic, it would be essential to determine the 

attributes that align with its goals for growth and the 

overall enhancement of freemasonry. 
 

 What does our target audience look like to you? 

Please respond to yorkmason903@gmail.com with 

your selections. 
 

 What does our ideal candidate look like? Please 

respond with your thoughts in the comments. Not a 

commentary please. 
 

Age: 
 

1.    60-78 years old 

2.    44-59 years old 

3.    28-43 years old 

4.    18 - 27 years old 
 

Children: 
 

1.    Yes. At home 

2.    Yes. Not at home 

3.    None 
 

Occupation: 
 

1.    Professional 

2.    Technicians and associate professionals 

3.    Clerical support workers 

4.    Service and sales workers 

5.    Skilled agricultural, forestry and fishery workers 

6.    Craft related trades workers 

7.    Plant and machine operators, and assemblers 

8.    Elementary occupations 

9.    Armed forces occupations 

 

Income level: 
 

1.    Up to $30,000. 

2.    $30,001 and $58,020. 

3.    $58,021 and $94,000. 

4.    $94,001 and $153,000. 

5.    $153,000+ 
 

Religious Preference (just capturing the 

mainstream): 
 

1.    Christianity 

2.    Jewish 

3.    Islamic 

4.    Buddhist 

5.    Hindu 

6.    Non-denominational 

7.    Spiritual 
 

Hobbies: 
 

1.    Physical hobbies/active hobbies 

2.    Creative and DIY craft hobbies 

3.    Mental hobbies 

4.    Musical hobbies 

5.    Collecting hobbies 
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 Halloweenôs origins date back to the ancient 

Celtic festival of Samhain (pronounced sow-in). The 

Celts, who lived 2,000 years ago, mostly in the area 

that is now Ireland, the United Kingdom and 

northern France, celebrated their new year on 

November 1. 
  

 This day marked the end of summer and the 

harvest and the beginning of the dark, cold winter, a 

time of year that was often associated with human 

death. Celts believed that on the night before the new 

year, the boundary between the worlds of the living 

and the dead became blurred. On the night of 

October 31, they celebrated Samhain, when it was 

believed that the ghosts of the dead returned to earth. 
 

 In addition to causing trouble and damaging 

crops, Celts thought that the presence of the 

otherworldly spirits made it easier for the Druids, or 

Celtic priests, to make predictions about the future. 

For a people entirely dependent on the volatile 

natural world, these prophecies were an important 

source of comfort during the long dark winter. 
 

 To commemorate the event, Druids built huge 

sacred bonfires, where the people gathered to burn 

crops and animals as sacrifices to the Celtic deities. 

During the celebration, the Celts wore costumes, 

typically consisting of animal heads and skins, and 

attempted to tell each otherôs fortunes. 
 

 When the celebration was over, they re-lit their 

hearth fires, which they had extinguished earlier that 

evening, from the sacred bonfire to help protect them 

during the coming winter. 
 

 By A.D. 43, the Roman Empire had conquered a 

majority of the Celtic territory. Within 400 years 

they ruled the Celtic lands. At that point, two of the 

Roman festivals were combined with the traditional 

Celtic celebration of Samhain. 

 The first was Feralia, a day in late October when 

the Romans traditionally commemorated the passing 

of the dead. The second was a day to honor Pomona, 

the Roman goddess of fruit and trees. The symbol of 

Pomona is the apple, and the incorporation of this 

celebration into Samhain probably explains the 

tradition of bobbing for apples that is practiced today 

on Halloween. 
 

 The celebration of Halloween was extremely 

limited in colonial New England because of the rigid 

Protestant belief systems there. Halloween was much 

more common in Maryland and the southern 

colonies. 
 

 As the beliefs and customs of different European 

ethnic groups and the American Indians meshed, a 

distinctly American version of Halloween began to 

emerge. The first celebrations included ñplay 

parties,ò which were public events held to celebrate 

the harvest. Neighbors would share stories of the 

dead, tell each otherôs fortunes, dance and sing. 
 

 Colonial Halloween festivities also featured the 

telling of ghost stories and mischief-making of all 

A Brief History of  

Halloween 
https://www.history.com/topics/halloween/history-of-halloween 

https://www.history.com/topics/halloween/history-of-halloween
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