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Greetings, Companions! 
 

 It is officially October, although it has not really felt like fall here in Springfield! Since I last wrote you 
all, I have been to the South-Central York Rite Conference in League City, Texas and attended our Grand 
Lodge Session in Kansas City. If any of you have not attended a South-Central York Rite Conference before, 
I would highly recommend it. It is a great opportunity to meet Companions and Sir Knights from the other 
five states in the South-Central region (Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and Texas) and hear what is 
going well in each state and what struggles each state is experiencing, as well as hear from representatives 
from the General Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons International. Many states are struggling with 
membership numbers, but nearly every state in the region has adopted our Grand Masterôs Invitational 
program and most are seeing success with it. Thanks to Most Excellent Companion Kyle R. Palacios for all 
his hard work in getting this incredibly successful program off the ground and into the hands of our sister 
jurisdictions! 
 

 I was also honored to represent the Grand Chapter at our Grand Lodge Session in Kansas City. 
Congratulations to Most Worshipful Brother Kevin M. Fuller on a great session, and to Most Worshipful 
Brother Emmett J. Bryson on his election and installation as Grand Master, 2025-2026. Great things are 
happening in Missouri, and I am looking forward to working with MWB Bryson this year to continue our 
efforts! 
 

 Companions, as we observe the changing of the seasons and all that comes with itðcooler temperatures, 
leaves changing colors and beginning to fall, and the wonderful fall flavors (pumpkin pie, anyone?) - I would 
encourage us all to think of this as a time for reflection and renewal. What is working well in your Chapters? 
What is not working so well? What successes need to be shared with other Companions? What new methods 
should we consider trying? Letôs experiment with some fall flavors of our own - RARA, Ritual, and 
Membership - and work our way toward continued successes in the Grand Chapter of Missouri. 
 

 As always, it is an honor and a privilege to serve you this year. I look forward to continued visits in the 
coming weeks. If you have not already, please make sure to get your Grand High Priest coin from your 
District Deputy Grand High Priest. Proceeds will be donated to RARA to continue our important work in 
researching CAPD and autism. 
 

Take care of yourselves and one another, and remember to BE EXCELLENT TO EACH OTHER. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Kevin Ritter 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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Greetings Companions, 
 

 The past thirty days have brought quite a few positive changes throughout the state. At the South-Central 

Conference, it was shared that all the states are moving ahead, continuing to grow, and implement new and 

improved educational programs. It was good to sit down with other leaders and discuss what they are doing in 

their areas to increase membership. I may be a little biased, but I think Missouri is leading the way. 
 

 Immediately following the South-Central Conference, I found myself at our Grand Lodge session. 

Missouri is in great hands under the Leadership of Most Worshipful Brother Emmett Bryson. This will be a 

great year for our Fraternity. 
 

 Region 6 held its annual festival the first weekend of October. I want to thank everyone who came out to 

support my region. It is always a good time to get together with other Companions from across the state, to 

share the degree work with our new Companions, and to have fellowship on Friday night. I am looking 

forward to attending Independenceôs festival in November. 
 

 VIC Jacob Thompson has dropped another educational paper (https://moyorkrite.org/council-education

-materials/). This is the 15th piece that he has completed for our use. Companions, I am so grateful for the 

work he has done for our state. Please take the time and use the tools that he has shared with us to improve our 

Fraternity. 
 

 Reminder, October 25th, there will be a School of Instruction at California Lodge. Point of contact is VIC 

Stuart Inglish, stusbige@aol.com. 
 

Romans 1 Verse 17 
 

Fraternally, 
  
MIC Dennis W. Houck 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
https://moyorkrite.org/council-education-materials/
https://moyorkrite.org/council-education-materials/
mailto:stusbige@aol.com?subject=School%20of%20Instruction%20/%20California%20Lodge
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Sir Knights: 
 

 As the darkness of All Hallowsô Eve gives way to dawn on November 1st, 2025 A.D. | 907 A.O., Sir 

Knights pause in solemn reflection upon All Hallowsô, or All Saintsô, Day: a dawn sanctified by reverence, 

remembrance, and renewal of spiritual purpose. For centuries, this sacred day has stood as a quiet reminder 

that the path of knighthood extends beyond the temporal and into the eternal, where faith and service 

transcend the bounds of mortal life. 
 

 Among Masonic Knights Templar, All Saintsô Day should hold particular resonance. It calls to mind not 

only the Saints canonized by name, but also the countless souls ð known and unknown ð who have labored 

in the cause of brotherly love, relief, and truth. These are the Saints of quiet valor: those Christian brothers 

who walked humbly, who bore the cross of duty without acclaim, and who exemplified the virtues of Masonic 

chivalry. 
 

 All Saintsô Day is, therefore, an invitation for each Sir Knight to consider the legacy of his own labor in 

the vineyard of humanity. The ritual sword, once raised in defense of the faith, now gleams as a symbol of 

that inward battle: the struggle for moral rectitude, for mastery over self, and for steadfastness in a world often 

shrouded in shadow. 
 

 And so, as evening falls and candles flicker this coming Halloween, Knights Templar the world over 

should kneel united in silent prayer for the coming dawn. In that stillness, the voices of the saints seem to 

echo, calling each to walk worthily, to serve faithfully, and to remember always that the true victory of a 

Knight Templar is not of conquest, but of conscience. 
 

In hoc signo vinces, 
 

S.K. Ashley W. Young 

Grand Senior Warden 

vɊXɊ ĩ÷ċæŖ ­Ɋ ³ėĲđò 
BĦÎđâ væđúėĦ ­ÎĦâæđ 
BĦÎđâ -ėĐĐÎđâæĦŖ ėñ Xđúò÷įĩ }æĐģċÎĦ
ėñ į÷æ vįÎįæ ėñ ^úĩĩėĲĦú 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
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For centuries, Freemasons have carried a solemn 
obligation: to provide a decent burial for a departed 
Brother and to care for his memory with dignity and 
respect. This duty is not merely ceremonialðit is 
rooted deeply in our ancient charges, in our moral 
teachings, and in the universal brotherhood that 
binds us together beyond the grave. 

 

When a Mason is called to the Celestial Lodge 
above, our ritualsðwhether the presentation of the 
white lambskin apron, the placement of the 
evergreen sprig of acacia, or the solemn funeral 
processionðreflect a commitment that transcends 
life itself. These acts remind the living that death 
does not dissolve the bonds of our fraternity but 
rather affirms them in their purest form. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries, many Masonic 
Lodges were not only meeting places for fellowship 
and ritualðthey were also caretakers of burial 
grounds. Lodges recorded the deaths of members in 
their minutes, maintained funds for funeral expenses, 
and often took active roles in managing cemetery 
property. In some cases, they became the sole 
providers of burial services when no other institution 
could or would step forward. 

 

Cemeteries in this sense became óSilent Lodges,ô 
each gravestone a charter member in the eternal 
quorum of the departed. Their orderly, geometric 
layouts and refined architecture reflected the values 
of the Craftðorder, proportion, and beauty. 

 

As American towns grew during the 18th and 
19th centuries, Freemasons often filled a civic void 
by establishing burial grounds. These cemeteries 

were designed with precisionðrows aligned like 
columns in a well-built Temple, paths laid out with 
mathematical care, and gates and monuments 
adorned with classical motifs. 

They became landmarks in their communities, 
not only for their architecture but for the moral 
lessons they embodied. The cemetery gate, like the 
Tylerôs door, marked the threshold from the 
temporal to the eternal. 

 

Not all found welcome in the cemeteries of the 
day. In some regions, the Catholic Church forbade 
Masonic burials, while the Protestant-dominated 
Anti-Masonic movement of the early 1800s viewed 
the Craft with suspicion. Members of the Knights 
Templar, in particular, were sometimes refused 
burial in churchyards. 
In response, Lodges established their own 

cemeteriesðsafe resting places where the symbols 
of Masonry could be displayed without fear of 
removal and where a Brotherôs life could be 
memorialized in harmony with his beliefs. 

 

Masonic Cemeteries were not always exclusively 
Masonic. In many towns, Masons partnered with 
other fraternal ordersðsuch as the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF) or the Knights of 
Pythiasðto create shared burial grounds. These 
cemeteries became living museums of fraternal 
symbolism, where gravestones might bear both the 
Square and Compasses and the linked rings of the 
Odd Fellows, reflecting the overlapping bonds of 
fraternity that characterized 19th-century America. 

Symbols in Stone 

The Masonic Influence on American Cemeteries 
R.W.B. Jeff Allen Stokes 

Laclede Lodge #83 A.F. & A.M. 
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 Masonic gravestones are sermons in granite, 
communicating lessons to those who will read them. 
Among the most common: 
 

Square and Compasses ï The emblem of our 
Craft, reminding the living to square their 
actions and circumscribe their desires. 

 

Acacia ï The evergreen sprig, signifying 
immortality of the soul. 

Broken Column ï The life cut short, often 
accompanied by the figure of a grieving 
woman, representing unfinished labor. 

All-Seeing Eye ï The watchfulness of the Great 
Architect of the Universe. 

Plumb and Level ï Symbols of upright conduct 
and equality before God. 

Other symbols enrich this visual language: the 
Beehive for industry, the Ark and Anchor for hope, 
the Urn with Flame for the undying spirit, the 

Trowel for spreading brotherly love, and the Five-
Pointed Star for enlightenment. 

Today, Masonic cemeteries face the same 
challenges as other historic burial groundsðerosion, 
neglect, and the slow fading of memory. Yet modern 
tools like GPS mapping, digital archives, and 
interpretive tours are breathing new life into these 
silent spaces. 
Stewardship of these cemeteries is more than 

maintenanceðit is an expression of Masonic values: 
fidelity to our obligations, respect for the past, and a 
commitment to education. By caring for these sacred 
places, we keep alive the lessons they embody and 
ensure that future generations can read the symbols 
in stone. 

 

A Masonic cemetery is not simply a field of 
gravesðit is a moral landscape. Every symbol, 
every gate, every measured path speaks of our 
Craftôs ideals. To walk through such a place is to 
participate in a continuing instruction, one that 
teaches not only about the Brother interred beneath 
the stone, but about the eternal principles that guided 
his life. 

 

Our obligation to the dead does not end with the 
funeralðit extends into the preservation of their 
memory and the lessons they leave behind. In this 
way, we fulfill both our duty to the departed and our 
service to the living, ensuring that the legacy of 
Freemasonry endures in both word and stone. 
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Grand York Rite of Missouri at the Grand Lodge of 
Missouri Annual Communication 

 
 

Picture Thisé. 


