
 м 

 

Volume 2  Issue 9 

Hyperlink Available  

Volume 2  Issue 8 

Hyperlink Available 

https://www.aoc.gov/explore-capitol-campus/art/first-cornerstone
https://moyorkrite.org/
https://moyorkrite.org/york-rite-beacon-publications/


 н 

Missouri York Rite Beacon 

Magazine is the official publication 

of the Grand York Rite  of the 

State of Missouri. 

 Grand York Rite of Missouri 

 107 S. Williams Street 

 Fayette, MO 65248-1017 

 (660) 248-5100 

Published and copyrighted under 

the direction of the Grand 

Secretary, located  at Fayette, 

Missouri and Columbia, Missouri 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, the 

views expressed in this magazine 

are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinions or 

policy of the Grand York Rite of 

Missouri. The editor reserves the 

rights to accept, reject, subedit, 

and rearrange materials submitted 

for publication. It is the policy of 

the Grand York Rite of Missouri to 

not publish pictures or personal 

information about children under 

the age of 21, without written 

permission from the childôs parent, 

guardian or sponsoring group. 
 

Committee on Publication: 

Larry Wilson, Chairman 

Michael Dodd 

Matt Ruth 

Lloyd G. Lyon 

Steven F. Eberharter 

Roger D. Fleer 

Russell S. Hanson 

Adam M. Iwanow 

Donald MacCormick 

Kevin B. Sample 

Jacob W. Thompson 

Michael S. Smith 

Ashley Young 

Mark Bean 

September 2024  Volume 2, Issue  9 

Missouri York Rite Beacon Magazine 

Grand York Rite of the State of Missouri 
 

Page 3   Grand High Priest Message 
 

Page 4   Grand Masterôs Message 
 

Page 5   Grand Commanderôs Message 
 

Page 6   The Curious Affair of William Morgan 
 

Page 8   Region 5 Area Conference 
 

Page 9   Region 5 Conference 
 

Page 10  The Anti-Masonic Party  
 

Page 12  Letter from the Editor 
 

Page 13  Area Happenings Around the Stateéé 
 

Page 21  Proud Papa and Freemasonry 
 

Page 22  The Sacred Number Nine 
 

Page 24  South Central Conference 2025 
 

Page 26  RARA 
 

Page 27  CMMRF 
 

Page 28  Knights Templars Charities 
 

Page 29  Grand York Rite Bulletin Board 
 

Page 30  Grand York Rite Session 2025 
 

Page 32  My Masonic Story 
 

Page 34  Upcoming Events 
 

Page 35  York Rite in Missouri By Regions 
 

Page 37  Grand Lodge of A.F. & A.M. Grand Session 2024 
 

Back Cover Truman Club Dinner 

 

To Submitters: The editor would like to remind you that photograph 

submissions should include 40-50 words telling who, what, when, 

where and why. Pictures should be high resolution jpg from a camera 

(at least 300 dpi). Phone pictures are unacceptable unless your camera 

app is set to high resolution. 
 

 

Cover: Larry Wilson   

Articles to be considered for publication 

should be e-mailed to:  
 

https://moyorkrite.org/missouri-york-rite-

beacon-news-submission-form/ 
 

Missouri York Rite Beacon Magazine is 

published monthly. The submission 

deadline is as follows: 
 

Octoberôs Issue: September 30, 2024  
 

https://moyorkrite.org/york-rite-beacon-publications/


 о 

The First Quarter of the year has quickly passed. I am astonished at how rapidly it disappeared! 
 

 During the last three months a lot has been accomplished. The Grand Line officers have continued their 

monthly communications of each oneôs travels and the general business of the craft. 
 

 The District Deputies have been meeting and communicating as well, as they are planning their official 

visits. I encourage every member to attend one or more of these official visits to hear the stories that are being 

shared. Check the calendar of the York Rite website for dates near you. This is a very exciting time to be a 

Royal Arch Mason as there is a large group of very interested companions out there and we are giving our best 

efforts to shine more light on the growth and understanding of this great fraternity. 

We are sharing a RED JACKET BLITZ with Craft Lodge members around the area which has resulted in 

great interest. Twenty new prospects have received the Mark and Past Master degrees in Region One and we 

have 14 more prospects scheduled in October. The word is getting out! This brings new members and new op-

portunities in all the other regions across the State of Missouri. We will continue to grow as we visit more 

Lodges where our new members reside. We have received requests to open new Chapters and reorganize old 

Chapters. 
 

 I firmly believe that the visits to local Lodges and the presentations about Royal Arch Masonry, accompa-

nied by the lessons to be shared through the Fervency and Zeal program, are bringing the light that these po-

tential new members are looking for. 
 

 The committees are hard at work taking care of the business which allows the fraternity to invest their ef-

forts into supporting the programs which help those who are in need. One example of a program that is chang-

ing lives is putting earbuds in classrooms for the students and a microphone on the teacher to eliminate the 

outside noise distraction that might prevent a student with Central Auditory Processing issues from learning 

with their classmates. This will allow the student to remain in their class and learn on an equal level with their 

peers making their life as normal as possible. This, in turn, allows them to excel and become a successful stu-

dent, and a future leader. Every child deserves this opportunity! 
 

 Just recently during my reception,  MIC Matt Ruth came to me after my presentation about Central Audi-

tory Processing and shared something that had just popped up on his phone. A group called Bright Futures of 

Neosho had asked for support for this very thing! Teachers were asking for microphones and earbuds for their 

classrooms. With a quick response, he contacted his Local Lodge members who covered this special request. 

Talks and plans are in the works with other area schools to support this program. 

I ask that you look at our events calendar and join us at as many meetings as possible. You will find yourself 

involved in something very special. 
 

Remember that we are all in this together. Be proud to be a Royal Arch Mason! 
 

Excited to share! 
 

MEC Michael Dodd 

A Message from the Grand High Priest 
 

MEC Michael L. Dodd 
 

Grand High Priest  

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
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Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Matthew D. Ruth  

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

 As we enter the Regional Conference Season, I thought it would be good to offer a preview on some of the 

projects our officers are working on.  
 

 Dennis has Region 6 firing on all cylinders, bringing in new members and looking at opening a new Chapter 

very soon. In his spare time, he is plotting to take over the Cryptic World. I am enjoying his enthusiasm and 

fresh, and I am looking forward to his approach to Cryptic Masonry next year.  
 

 Taz is planning the Grand Master's Cryptic Day. Be sure and mark your calendars for Saturday, March 

22nd, in Columbia Missouri. He has been a great asset to our craft over the years, and his vast knowledge of 

Freemasonry and that of a professional nature is a benefit to us all. In addition to serving on the ritual committee 

this year, I have appointed him to the investment committee, and the return of councils committee.  
 

 Corey continues to bring fresh ideas to CMMRF, and he is working to secure Corporate Sponsorships for 

the Purple Gala. This will greatly help reduce our cost and maximize our profits for maximum contributions in 

the upcoming and future years to come. He is also launching a Penny War program for Councils to encourage 

councils to visit each other and help in the raising of money for CMMRF. These tools will help accelerate Mis-

souri into becoming a top contributor across the Nation in the groundbreaking research being done by Dr. Mi-

chael Murphy and the Indiana School of Medicine.  
 

 Adam has been great so far in bringing fresh ideas to all aspects. From retention to charity awareness to en-

gaging the youth groups. We will have a new brochure out in the next few weeks to help clarify the purpose and 

set a goal for the Bruce Harmon Hunt Charity Endowment Fund. Adam's passion for the youth groups and im-

plementing straight forward practical execution of administrative business is infectious. You will notice this in 

the newly revamped merit award as well as other projects that are to come. I think you all will be very excited 

once we are ready to go live with them. 
 

Kevin,.......well it's Kevin. Just kidding, lol.  
 

 In addition to his regular duties of all things Grand York Rite operations, Kevin continues to elevate the ex-

pectations of everyone, pushing us to strive to be the best versions of ourselves. He provides unmatched histori-

cal context and knowledge to the various programs that we have. He truly is our link to the past.  

Jacob continues to impress us all with his ability to be everywhere and do everything regarding Education. The 

monthly Education material is a great tool for Councils to ensure that they are providing quality content at their 

stated assemblies. This is especially important to our new Companions who are always looking for additional 

explanations. More important is that the format of these tools is designed to facilitate a discussion among the 

Companions. This is a very valuable knowledge base that we cannot be underestimate. On top of that, he has a 

new baby! 
 

 I look forward to seeing each and everyone of you at the future Conferences, and my official visits to your 

Councils to provide more details and answer any questions that you might have regarding our programs this 

year. I think it's safe to say you can be very proud of the work being done by your Grand Council officers. I 

know I certainly am and I am looking forward to bragging on them at our South Central Conference in Tulsa. 
 

Yours in Cryptic Masonry, 
 

Matt 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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Message from the Grand Commander 
 

SK Bobbie E. White  

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

 

 

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

Another month has passed, and we have been off and running. 
 

 Since we last visited, I had the pleasure to attend the Annual Red Cross of Constantine State Assembly in 

Springfield. The men of Saint Christopher Conclave did an excellent job of putting the Assembly together and 

it went really well.  I must note that it started with a Friday night reception for our own SK Stanton T. Brown, 

II who is serving this year as the Most Illustrious Sovereign of the UGIC Red Cross of Constantine. 
 

 Then it was on to the Grand Encampment Triennial in Salt Lake City, Utah. I had the pleasure of traveling 

with three of my best friends on that trip and it was wonderful.  The pictures here show the Monday night State 

Dinner attended by (from the left) SK Jessie Morrison, SK Bobbie White, SK Tom Yunick and his Lady Chris, 

SK Richard Mansfield and his Lady Becky, SK Charles Cooper and his Lady Janet, MOôs adopted son SK 

John Bridegroom, SK Kevin Sample, SK Roger Fleer, SK Derek Pope and SK Budd Gilfillen.  Not shown are 

SKôs Stanton Brown and William Snyder who had other engagements that night.  The next photo shows your 

entire MO Delegation in full dress ready for the business to begin. 
 

 Following that week, we have attended several Blue Lodge, York Rite, York Rite College, and Yeomen of 

York meetings, all of which were a pleasure to attend. Remember, we are all in this together and we need to 

show our support for each other. Then we attended the first of seven regional conferences. This one was the 

Region 7 conference in Bolivar, Missouri and it was amazing.  Many thanks to the members of Region 7 who 

not only entertained and informed us, but fed us very well also. It was truly great to see young Mr. Wilson that 

day and hear him speak, part of our future in action. I am sure there will be some photos of this event else-

where in the Beacon. 
 

 Finding ourselves with four hours to kill between the Conference and the reception for the Grand Council 

Officers, the Liberty Delegation made the trip to the Time Capsule.  The attached photo shows SK Budd Gilfil-

len, Aide de Camp, SK Bobbie White, Grand Commander, and SK Don Gilkerson in his accoutrements as 

Grand Principal Sojourner.  Not shown is our Grand Photographer, Larry Walters as he was busy taking the 

picture. The monument needs a little TLC, and we are working on getting that done. 
 

 As we continue into the fall, we have several more of our Regional Conferences already scheduled. A lot of 

work has gone into making them enjoyable and educational meetings this year.  Please take the time to attend 

and let us know how we did. Please feel free to take Blue Lodge members with you and give them an introduc-

tion to our Rite. 
 

 I am still hoping we can have some good fun this year. Remember we have instituted a Class D Drill team 

which only requires five (5) men so every Commandery should be able to put a team on the floor in Columbia 

on April 19th, 2025. I also hope you will open your Christmas and Easter Observances to bring in family and 

friends.  I had a great time last year at the Ascalon/Ivanhoe Palm Sunday Grand Commanderôs Breakfast and 

Observance. Itôs really wonderful to have our families involved and see that we are Christian Masons. 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
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 My main theme this year is ñBlessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of Godò 

from Matthew 5:9.  We need to remember where we came from and our mission to keep the peace for pilgrims 

traveling to the Holy Land. Today we need to keep the peace in our meetings and in our lives, remembering 

that arguments get us nowhere, but good discussions can be fruitful. 
 

 Please remember the words of my good friend Mike Dodd ñWe are all in this togetherò so letôs strive to see 

who can best work and who can best agree. 
 

 Lastly the sale of my coins will be used to support the Coyote Hills Foster Care Ministries. We took an 

oath to defend the helpless orphans so that is my goal this year. I was in Law Enforcement for 43 years and one 

of the hardest things we had to do was send children to foster care, especially with large families as they were 

split up and sometimes would never see each other again.  Coyote Hills doesnôt do that and takes in families of 

all sizes so please join me in supporting this great cause. 
 

 Please feel free to contact me or one of my aides if you have questions, ideas, or an invitation. I look for-

ward to greeting you whenever I can. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Bobbie White 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MOYorkRite/
https://www.facebook.com/MOYorkRite/
https://www.facebook.com/MOYorkRite/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/
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  Freemasonry has many strange tales 

throughout its history, but none are as strange as the 

William Morgan affair. The events in this story 

almost caused the destruction of American 

Freemasonry. Several Grand Lodges folded, many 

members denounced their memberships, and an Anti

-Masonic political party was formed. In the end, 

American Freemasons restructured, rebuilt, and 

became the fraternity that it is today. So, letôs look 

down that rabbit hole, and examine the events and 

circumstances behind the disappearance of William 

Morgan, the self-proclaimed Freemason.  

 

 William Morganôs story changes depending on 

who you talk to. Some claim that he was an 

upstanding businessman who was a retired Captain 

in the United States military. In 1819, he married 

Lucinda Pendleton in Richmond, Virginia. They 

bore two children, Lucinda Wesley Morgan and 

Thomas Jefferson Morgan. William moved his 

family to York, Upper Canada, where he owned and 

operated a brewery. While in Canada, Morgan 

claimed that he received the degrees of Freemasonry 

and the Royal Arch. When a fire broke out in his 

brewery, Morgan was financial destroyed. In an 

attempt to provide for his family, Morgan moved his 

family to Rochester, New York and finally to settle 

in Batavia, New York, where he supported his 

family as a bricklayer and stone cutter.  
 

 On the other hand, Morgan was characterized as 

a drunk and a gambler who refused to pay for his 

debits. He tried to scam his way into local Masonic 

Lodges but was usually turned away because they 

were never able to prove his Masonic affiliation. 

When they went to check his claims of being a 

Captain during the War of 1812, they were unable to 

find a William Morgan who was listed as a Captain 

during that time. Additionally, claims were made 

that he was in and out of debtorôs prison for unpaid 

bills and loans.  
 

 When William was shunned by the local 

Freemasons, he threatened to reveal all our secrets 

by writing a book. It is fact that Morgan had applied 

for a copyright to write a book that would, by his 

words, "expose" the Masonic ritual, and the secrets 

and procedures of the fraternity. On March 13, 1826, 

William Morgan entered into a contractual 

agreement with three men to publish his book. Those 

subjects were David Miller, a twenty year Entered 

Apprentice (owner of a print shop), who was halted 

from advancing due to cause, John Davids, 

Williamôs landlord, and Russel Dyer, (no 

information could be found on this subject).  
 

  As time passed, Morgan would brag to anyone 

who would listen to him that he was in the process of 

writing this book and once published it would 

destroy Freemasonry. The more Morgan bragged, 

the greater the fear spread between the Freemasons 

in the area.  
 

 Fear ran so high that in September of 1826, a 

plan was hatched and enacted to prevent the 

publishing of the book. In the first step, it was 

The Curious Affair of William Morgan 
Accumulated by: Larry Wilson 

Edited by: Debbie Hanson 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the-masonic-murder-that-inspired-the-us-first-third-party-180982495/
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claimed that a group of drunken Freemasons tried to 
destroy Millerôs print shop. It was damaged by a 
small fire. On September 11, a group of Freemason 
showed up at Morganôs house with a warrant for 
theft of a shirt and tie. The warrant stated that, 
ñMorgan had borrowed a shirt and tie from a local 
tavern owner, and he had never returned those 
items.ò In court, this case was quickly up and he was 
released. 
 

 A second arrest was made on failure to pay a 
debt of $2.68, and he once again found himself in 
jail. After a day of sitting behind bars, an unknown 
person paid his debt and William Morgan was 
released from jail, only to be kidnapped, shoved into 
a carriage, and taken away to an unknown location 
by several men. 
 

 There is contrary version of events that occurred 
next. In one story, Morgan was taken to the Canadian 
border, given $500.00, and told to disappear forever. 
Legend has it that over the Years, Morgan was 
reported being seen in other countries, but this was 
never investigated or confirmed. Another story tells 
of a group of Freemasons who took a tied-up Morgan 
by boat to the center of the Niagara River and 
dumped the body overboard in a weighted down sack 
and he drowned to death. As the true suspects and 
criminals are long dead, we can only speculate on 
what happened to William Morgan that fateful night. 
 

 A cry went out! ñWhat has happened to William 
Morgan?ò Opponents of Freemasonry claimed that 
the Masonic Order had kidnapped and murdered him 
to prevent the publication of his book. Freemasons 
claimed that we were not party to his disappearance. 
New York Governor Clinton, a Past Grand Master 
would announce that a two-thousand-dollar reward 
be given for the return of William Morgan.  
 

 After an investigation was conducted, four 
Freemasons were determined to have been involved 
in the crime: Loton Lawson, Eli Bruce (Sheriff of 
Niagara County), Col. Edward Sawyer, and Nicholas 
Chesebro. A trial was conducted, and the defendants 
were sentenced to jail sentences of one month to two 
years in jail. However, since a body was never 
located, they were never charged with murder. 
Sheriff Bruce was removed from his office due to his 
involvement and served 28 months in jail for his 
actions. 
 

 In October of 1827, a severely decomposed male 
body washed up on the shores of Lake Ontario. The 
citizens of the area presumed it to be that of William 
Morgan, and he was buried as such. However, upon 
closer examination of the body, the subject was 
wearing the clothing of a Canadian man who was 

reported missing by his wife. That man was Timothy 
Monroe. Even though they were able to identify the 
body by the clothing, Timothy Monroe remains 
buried in a grave marked as William Morgan to this 
date. 
 

 Edward Thurlow Weed was a printer, a New 
York newspaper publisher, and a politician. He was 
also an advisor to the prominent New York politician 
William H. Seward. Mr. Weed was instrumental in 
the presidential nominations of William Henry 
Harrison, Zachary Taylor, and John C. Fr®mont. 
 

 It should be noted that historians have found that 
Edward Thurlow Weed was an unscrupulous 
opportunist, and he would do anything to advance his 
cause. When a body was found washed ashore and it 
was claimed that it was that of Mr. Morgan, it was 
claimed that Weed had the corpseôs head shaved and 
that he had long white hairs added to the ears and 
nostrils to feign the appearance of William Morgan. 
The first inquest decided that this was, indeed, the 
body of William Morgan. It was believed that 
Thurlow Weed did this to add fuel to the flames of 
the Anti-Masonic movement. 
 

 On his death bed in 1882, Mr. Weed stated that 
in 1860 John Whitney confessed to him the full 
details of the murder of William Morgan. According 
to this alleged confession, Whitney and four others 
carried the abducted Morgan in a boat to the center 
of the Niagara River, bound him with chains, and 
dumped him overboard. Weed claimed that at the 
time, Whitney had promised to dictate and sign a 
confession of these events, but he died before he 
could do so. However, John Whitney died in 1869, 
which would have been nine years later. 
 

 In the end, an uproar raged across the United 
States which exploded into the formation of the Anti-
Masonic (political) Party. As I said earlier, this 
almost destroyed our fraternity. However, like the 
phoenix, we have risen from the ashes to become the 
fraternity we are today.  

https://illinoismasonicregalia.com/
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 They say that the Anti-Masonic (Political) Party 

was created because of a singular event, the 

disappearance of William Morgan. I say this is 

untrue. In the late 1820ôs and early 1830ôs, there was 

an unrealistic fear of Freemasonry. Some feared 

Freemasonry because of ignorance. Others feared 

freemasonry due to the misrepresentation of the 

fraternity. And yet others feared freemasonry 

because they had been deemed unfit to be a 

Freemason themselves and were angry. Whatever the 

reasons, William Morgan was not the only factor that 

led to the creation of this political party. He may 

have been the icing on the cake, but he was not the 

only reason.  
 

 The Anti-Masonic Party was the earliest third 

political party in the United States. It was created for 

one purpose only: the destruction of the Masonic 

fraternity and its members. The origin of this 

political party was in the American Northeast. Its 

claim for being created was the disappearance of 

William Morgan, a bricklayer and self-proclaimed 

Freemason. (See previous article in this magazine).  
 

 This group was created near the end of 

the presidency of John Quincy Adams and as 

Andrew Jackson was campaigning for President. As 

you might remember, Most Worshipful Brother 

Andrew Jackson was a past Grand Master of the 

Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the 

State of Tennessee, and this fed into the Anti-

Masonic Partyôs drive to remove all Freemasons 

from political office and/or prevent any Masons from 

obtaining such an office.   
 

 In 1831, the Anti-Masonic Party nominated 

William Wirt as their candidate for President of the 

United States. President Andrew Jackson was 

running for his second term in office at the time. The 

Anti-Masonic movement was at a high, but our 

brother and Grand Master Andrew Jackson won this 

election and his second term as President. One side 

note, William Wirt was a Freemason who demitted 

from our fraternity. It makes one wonder if he was 

using Freemasonry for alternative motives and when 

it did not benefit him anymore, he quit.   
 

 The highest elected office held by a member of 

the Anti-Masonic Party was that of governor. They 

were William Adams Palmer, Governor of Vermont; 

Joseph Ritner, Governor of Pennsylvania; and Silas 

Jennison, Lieutenant Governor of Vermont.   
 

 As we move further into the 1830ôs, many of the 

Anti-Masonic Party's members joined the Whig 

Party, which sought to unite those opposed to the 

policies of President Jackson. In 1835, the Anti-

The Anti-Masonic Party 
Accumulated by: Larry Wilson 

Edited by: Debbie Hanson 

https://scottishritenmj.org/blog/what-was-the-anti-masonic-movement
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Masonic Party held a national convention and 

nominated William Henry Harrison as their 

candidate for President. A short time later, they held 

a second convention and announced that they would 

not be supporting any candidate for this President. 

William Harrison then turned his attention toward 

the Whig Party who would promote him as their 

candidate. He would eventually lose the election to 

President Martin Van Buren.  

 The success of the Anti-Masonic Party would 

cause the Grand Lodges of several states to close 

their doors for many years and approximately 

100,000 Freemasons would denounce their 

memberships. It would take decades before many of 

our states would recharter their Grand Lodges. 
 

 By the 1840ôs, the party would cease to function 

as a national organization. In  the following decades, 

former Anti-Masonic candidates and supporters such 

as Millard Fillmore, William H. Seward, Thurlow 

Weed, and Thaddeus Stevens would became 

prominent members of the Whig Party. 
 

 As stated in the previous article, Thurlow Weed 

was an unscrupulous opportunist, and he would do 

anything to advance his cause. He belonged to 

various political parties and staged situations to 

advance his cause. Therefore, when reading about 

Thurlow Weed, one should look at his accounts and 

stories with little credibility.   

 

 After the Civil War, and the liberation of the 

slaves, Blanchard changed his focus to combating 

secret societies. He co-founded the National 

Christian Association (NCA) in 1868, and edited 

their newspaper, the ñChristian Cynosure,ò until his 

death in 1892.  
 

 In 1872, the NCA reassembled the Anti-Masonic 

Party for its second incarnation. Its platform was 

very short, and was created to promoted Christianity, 

temperance, abolition of secret societies, and a direct 

vote for Vice-President and President instead of 

using the electoral college.  

 

 In the end, the second incarnation of the Anti-

Masonic Party slowly started to unravel, and its 

members were absorbed by the American Prohibition 

Party. The second Anti-Masonic Party then folded in 

1888.  
 

 As you can see, Freemasonry is not a fly by night 

organization. We have a history that has deep roots 

in the United States of America. And with deep roots 

comes the firm foundation that Freemasonry has 

been built upon. No other society or organization has 

been able to unseat our fraternity. We have continued 

throughout the years gaining strength. What the 

future holds for us can only be continued success and 

prosperity.  

https://www.history.com/news/third-party-politics-anti-masonic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Masonic_Party
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Letter from the Editor 
 

Greetings Companions and Sir Knights, 
 

 Welcome to the September issue of your Grand 

York Riteôs Beacon Magazine. September is the 

month that WBro George Washington performed the 

Masonic cornerstone ceremony of the United States 

capitol building. Thus, we used that painting as our 

cover for the magazine.  
 

 Also, this is the month in which the William 

Morgan affair occurred. It is an interesting story, 

with a screwed up set of events that adversely 

affected American Freemasonry and our Masonic 

history. It carried an even that helped create the Anti

-Masonic Party.  
 

 Through these circumstances, American 

Freemasonry took a substantial hit. It could have 

been one that ended Freemasonry with the United 

States, if not for the dedication and determination of 

our Brethern who loved this fraternity as much as 

you and I do.   
 

Next we have an article by MIC Christopher Tilley, 

HPGIM, of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of 

the State of Missouri. He left us way to early.  
 

 In the picture this section, we have the 

photographs of the reception of MEC Micheal Dodd 

and MIC Matthew Ruth. MIC Ruth has tried to turn 

this into a Council Reception, but we really know 

who we need to receive. MIC Ruth has and 

continues to do so much for this fraternity that it is to 

him, that we need to thank. 
 

 Finally, we have a lot of wonder bits of 

information for you York Rite Masons to help you in 

your journeys throughout the state: group locations 

& times, calendar of events, messages from the 

Grand York Rite, etc. 
 

 Once again I am running out of space. I always 

seem to have more thing that I want to say, than 

room in this magazine. Thank you all for your 

support of this magazine and till next time, we will 

be seeing you on down that dusty trail. 
 

Publication Committee  

 

https://themasterscraft.net/
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