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Greetings, Companions! 
 

A quarter of our Capitular year has already gone! What a whirlwind! 
 

 The annual statewide conference using our new format has wrapped, and it was a great success! We had 
many Companions and Sir Knights taking part in the social hour on Friday evening and raised $300 for 
RARA with the Stonecutters fun degree that night. Saturday was a great day full of information sharing and 
fellowship, and Iôm already looking forward to doing this again next year! 
 

 The South-Central York Rite conference is this weekend in League City, Texas. Iôm looking forward to 
representing our Grand Chapter and sharing all the great things we have been doing with our Companions 
from other jurisdictions. Immediately after I return from Texas, Iôll be headed to Kansas City for Grand 
Lodge. 
 

 Many of our Chapters are coming out of being dark for the summer months. Companions, as you get back 
into the work of the Chapter, please remember the priorities from my message this year: RARA, our ritual, 
and our members. If thereôs a Companion out there that you have not seen or talked to in a while, give him a 
call and ask how he is doing. Get together for lunch or coffee and catch up. Refresh those relationships as you 
refresh your Chapter ritualistic work. 
 

 Official visits continue in the coming months. Iôm looking forward to seeing you and visiting you in your 
Chapters. Keep an eye on your inbox for details in the coming weeks regarding the Grand Masterôs 
Invitational, as planning is underway! 
 

Take care of one another, Companions, and BE EXCELLENT TO EACH OTHER! 
 

Fraternally, 
 
Kevin Ritter 
Grand High Priest 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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Greetings Companions, 
 

 Wow, this has been a month to remember! I would like to thank everybody who came to our first State 

York Rite Conference. I would like to thank M.:.I.:.C.:.  Matt Ruth, Past Grand Master, for chairing this 

committee. The weekend should go down in Missouri York Rite history on how events should happen. Friday 

night, we all had great fellowship. We ended the evening with the Stonecutters degree. This degree was 

presented by M.:.E.:.C.:. Patrick Carr, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the 

State of Kansas.  
 

 Saturday morning, we began with the opening remarks by M.:.E.:.C.:. Kevin Ritter, S.K. Terry Coppotelli, 

and I. Each Region then had a chance to speak about what was happening in their area, their plans for the 

future, and how to correct any shortcomings they may have. We had a great lunch and concluded the weekend 

with our guest speaker M.:.E.:.C.:. Patrick Carr. 
 

 We had an opportunity to sit down with each region and discuss how they do things, and examined how 

the differ from other regions. This does not happen enough. We also had a planning meeting on how everyone 

throughout the state would work together with their regional counter parts, in the Chapter, Council, and 

Commandery. 
 

 So far, my trips throughout the State has brought me to Neosho Council #46, Zabud Council # 25, Shelby 

Council #59, and Bert S. Lee Council #58. I ended the month with a great time at M.:.E.:.C.:. Kevin Ritterôs 

Grand Reception in Springfield, Missouri. 
 

 As we come out of the summer months, I look forward to seeing the York Rite doing degree work, Table 

Councils, and working throughout the communities. In an attempt to help you all dust off you Bibles, I give to 

you Matthew 11 Verse 6. Read it, reflect on it, and share it with all. May Godôs Blessing shine down on all of 

you. God bless you all.  
 

Fraternally Yours, 
 

MIC Dennis W. Houck 

Grand Master of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State Of Missouri 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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Greeting Sir Knights, 
 

 Where has the time gone? The kids are back in school and Labor day has come and gone.  The leaves on 

the trees are starting to change, and our Grand Session for the Grand Lodge will soon be here. As in past 

session, we will soon be electing a new Grand Master.  What are we talking about here? It is about change. 

However, while we try and adapt to these changes, donôt forget to take care of your normal obligations. 
 

 Lodges, Chapter, Councils, and Commandries are now back in session.  So, I encourage everyone to reach 

out to our home bound Sir Knights and see if they need a ride to our meetings.  Please check in with these 

members and see how they are doing. They are an important part of our Fraternity. So many time they are 

accidentally overlooked and forgotten about. Sir Knights, please remember that everyone matters or no one 

matters. What I mean by that is that all our sheep are important to our flock. None should be overlooked, 

forgotten, or lost. Jesus tells us in Matthew 18:12: 
 

¶ How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the 

ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?  
 

 In this parable Jesus explains that this shows the will of God: it is not His desire for any of His "little 

ones" to be lost, and He rejoices when the lost are found. As God forgets not one of his children, so should we 

not forget about any of our members. Look after them as they looked after us in our youth. Everyone is 

important to us. This is what we should be doing to keep the craft alive and active. Show them all that we 

truly care about them as our Lord and Savior does for us all.   
 

May God's blessings be with you all, 
 

Sir Knight Glenn B. Parker 

Grand Captain General   

vɊXɊ Bċæđđ pÎĦĉæĦ 
BĦÎđâ -ÎģįÎúđ BæđæĦÎċ ėñ į÷æ BĦÎđâ
-ėĐĐÎđâæĦŖ ėñ Xđúò÷įĩ }æĐģċÎĦ 
ėñ į÷æ vįÎįæ ėñ ^úĩĩėĲĦú 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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 Freemasonry has lost another Jewel in its Masonic Crown. Brother, Companion, and Sir Knight Ronnie 
Edward Green, 79, cast off the chains binding him to this Earthly realm to be with his Lord and Savior on 
Saturday, August 9, 2025. 
 

 Ronnie was born on November 7, 1945, in St. James, Missouri. He was the son of Buford Edward and 
Doris Idell (Seabaugh) Green. 
 

 On May 7, 2005, at Prince of Peace United Church of Christ in St. Louis, Missouri, he was united in 
marriage to Margaret Darlene Keys. 
 

 Ronnie worked for 40 years as a head meat cutter. For many of those years he was employed by Straubôs 
Market in Clayton, Missouri. 
 

 Ronnie enjoyed the great outdoors, spending countless hours riding his Kubota across his property. He had 
a deep love for hunting, particularly during deer season when he would eagerly invite his friends to join him in 
the excitement of the hunt. He cultivated a bountiful harvest of blackberries and grapes, always leaving enough 
for the local squirrels and rabbits to enjoy. 
 

 A true lover of the land, Ronnie had a unique passion for moving rocks, often remarking that the Ozarks 
produced the biggest rocks. His determination and hard work transformed his property into a testament to his 
love for the earth and its natural beauty. 
 

 In addition to his outdoor pursuits, Ronnie was deeply committed to his community and to the Masonic 
Fraternity. He was an active member in many Masonic Bodies, including: 
 

ß Craftsmen Lodge No. 717, Ancient Free & Accepted Masons 
ß Oriental-Rabboni Chapter No. 78, Royal Arch Masons 
ß Jeremiah Council No. 48, Royal & Select Masters 
ß Ascalon Commandery No 16, Knights Templar 
ß Elizabeth St. Leger Council No. 386, Allied Masonic Degrees 
ß Gates of Derry Council No. 82, Knight Masons 
ß Lord of Lords Tabernacle VI, Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priests 
ß St. Chrysostom Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine 
ß Valley of Columbia, Scottish Rite 
ß Missouri Priory No. 17, Knights of the York Cross of Honour. 

 

 He served as Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of Missouri, 
2009-2010. He served as Eminent Prior of the KYCH, 2019-2021. He received many awards over his Masonic 
career, including the Ephraim Kirby Award in 2024 from the General Grand Chapter of Royal Masons 
International. 
 

 Ronnie is preceded in death by his parents, two sons, David Green and Steven Green, along with one sister, 
Robin Defilio. Ronnie is survived by his beloved wife, Margaret of St. James, Missouri; his son, Ronald Adam 
Green (wife Rhonda) of House Springs, Missouri; his daughter, Donna Marie Green of House Springs, 
Missouri; and his daughter Courtney Lynn Rodriguez (husband Juan) of Maplewood, Missouri. Ronnie is 
survived by his brothers Rick Green of Crystal City, Missouri; Michael Green (wife Mary) of Williamsville, 
Missouri; Ralph Green (wife Marilyn) of Fenton, Missouri; and Kenny Green of St. Louis, Missouri. 
Ronnie is survived by his sisters Jan Hillis of Durand, Illinois; and Susan Corn (husband Ray) of Silex, 
Missouri. He is also survived by a brother-inlaw, Tony Defilio of Barnhart, Missouri, along with 8 
grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. 
 

 Ronnie will be profoundly missed by his family, friends, and the many members of the Masonic 
community who had the privilege of calling him a Brother, a Companion, and a fellow Sir Knight. 
 

 Visitation will be held at 11:00 am on Saturday, August 30, 2025, at the Rolla Masonic Center, 400 E. 2nd 
Street, Rolla, Missouri, 65401. The Masonic Service will begin at 12:00 Noon with the Memorial Service also 
at the Rolla Masonic Center. A luncheon will be provided following the memorial service at the Rolla Masonic 
Center and everyone is invited. 
 

 All arrangements are under the direction of the Jones Funeral Home in St. James, Missouri. To send 
flowers to the family or plant a tree in memory of Ronnie Edward Green, please visit the floral store at: https://
www.jonesfunerals.com/obituary/Ronnie-Green/sympathy.  

https://www.jonesfunerals.com/obituary/Ronnie-Green/sympathy.
https://www.jonesfunerals.com/obituary/Ronnie-Green/sympathy.
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 Who was Christopher Columbus? Why do we 
honor him with a Day on our calendar? Christopher 
Columbus was an Italian explorer who stumbled 
upon the Americas (islands) and whose journeys 
marked the beginning of centuries of transatlantic 
colonization. Although he did not "discover" the so 
called New World, as millions of people already 
lived there. His journey marked the beginning of 
centuries of exploration of North and South 
America. On August 3, 1492, Columbus and his 
crew set sail from Spain in three ships: the Nina, the 
Pinta, and the Santa Maria. 

 On October 11, 1492, the ships made landfall on 
one of the Bahamian Islands (Columbus named it 
Guanahani). For months, Columbus sailed from 
island to island in what we now know as the 
Caribbean. Columbus made three more trips to the 
Americas. His second trip was in 1493 to the Lesser 
Antilles. Trip number three was in 1498 to Trinidad. 
To the East Coast of Central America in 1502 was 
his fourth and last. As one would say, the rest of his 
story is history. What is YOUR story? Remember, 
you are still WRITING YOUR STORY. 
  

 As members of the Masonic family and our 
Missouri Grand Commandery, as Sir Knights how 
many "islands" have you visited? Remember the 
"islands" of Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and 
Master Mason? How about the "islands" of Royal 
Arch, Super Excellent Master, Order of the Temple? 
Perhaps the visit was to the "islands" of the Perfect 
Elu, the Knight Rose Croix, Knight Kadosh, and/or 
the Master of the Royal Secret? How about a visit to 
the smaller "islands" of Allied Masonic Degrees, 

Knight Masons, York Rite College, or the Red Cross 
of Constantine? Have you recently looked at the 
Missouri Masonic Family Map? I believe there is a 
little "Columbus" in all of us. He did not stop with 
just one visit. How many times have you found new 
"islands" such as Rainbow, DeMolay, or Jobs 
Daughters; or returned to your "islands" which might 
include your Masonic Lodge, Royal Arch, Council, 
or Commandery? You still have time to FINISH 
YOUR STORY. 
 

 We enjoy the relationships, the brotherhood and 
the fellowship we find in all of these organizations. 
We are better because of the knowledge and support 
we share and receive. We are stronger as a group. 
Yet, there is a group of three islands that is in the 
hearts and minds of all Sir Knights. They are the 
three islands of the Order of the Red Cross, Order of 
the Knights of Malta, and Order of the Temple. The 
Commandery Islands which contain the history of 
the Commandery, the HOLY BIBLE, the Lord's 
Prayer, the stories of the Birth of Jesus, and the 
meaning of The Cross. It is this foundation of faith 
that makes these islands so special. I encourage each 
of you to visit them as often as you are able. You are 
missed when your chair is empty. 
 

Benediction: As we leave this Sanctuary of God, 
May we accept the challenges to continue our lives 
and Worship our God, Learn with God's Wisdom, 
Grow with God's strength, Walk with God's Light, 
Go with God's Blessing, Communicate with God's 
Civility, Live with God's Comfort, Serve with God's 
Love, Respect with God's Help, Dignity with God's 
Word, Travel with God's Armor, DEPART WITH 
GOD'S PEACE. Amen. 

Christopher Columbus Day 
By SK James Fiete 

https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/october-12/
https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/october-12/
https://www.history.com/articles/christopher-columbus?ef_id=Cj0KCQjwzt_FBhCEARIsAJGFWVld-qWH4_X6rOZheO6gTTD6Zo27iUTB_sPr1cDPP_EQmKBCEkxeREkaAozREALw_wcB:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!4850!3!746653249831!e!!g!!christopher%20columbus&cmpid=paidsearch_History_SEM-Relaunch_C
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Masonic_bodies
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 History is an interesting beast, and the internet is 
a wonderful tool to research our history. However, 
when writing any article, please be careful when 
accepting any information as gospel.  
 

 As I sat down to present this to you, I was 
confused to find out whether Francis Scott Key was 
a brother of our Fraternity or not. Google AI and the 
Grand Lodge of North Dakota says he is a Maryland 
Freemason. However, the Grand Lodge Maryland 
does not list him as a famous Freemason. Our 
National Sojourners say that he wasnôt a Freemason. 
Yet, other sources say he was. So, I cannot confirm 
or deny that Francis Scott Key was a Brother 
Freemason, but his story on the anniversary of the 
writing of the Star Spangled Banner is interesting 
enough that we decided to include it in this 
publication. ðEditor 
 

 What is more patriotic than the pledge of 
allegiance? I would suggest to you that of the Star-
Spangled Banner. It is played before sporting events, 
commemorative ceremonies, military events, etc. As 
it is played, you will see our citizens rise, remove 
their hats, and place their hands over their hearts.  
 

 The Star-Spangled Banner has been the official 
national anthem of the United States since 1931. Its 
history begins in the morning hours of Tuesday, 
September 13, 1814. When Francis Scott Key was 
on a British ship, the Tonnant, to negotiate the 
release of an American civilian, Dr. William Beanes. 
Though his mission to free Beanes was successful, 
the British refused to let the Americans leave that 
ship, fearing they would reveal details on the plan to 
attack the City of Baltimore. As the British ships 
were moving into position to attack Fort McHenry, 
Key would witness the 25-hour bombardment. On 
the morning of Wednesday, September 14th, Key 

was inspired to write a poem, which would become, 
"The Star-Spangled Banner". 
 

Oh, say can you see by the dawnôs early light 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilightôs last 
gleaming? 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the 
perilous fight, 
Oôer the ramparts we watched were so gallantly 
streaming. 
And the rocketsô red glare, the bombs bursting in 
air, 
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still 
there. 
O! say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

 A musical tune would almost immediately be 
added to his poem. It was set to the then popular 
melody of the English drinking song, "To Anacreon 
in Heaven" by John Stafford Smith. The combined 
poem turned song quickly gained popularity, but it 
would take 114 years before it became our national 
anthem. 
 

 British forces raided Washington, D.C. They 
torched the White House, the buildings that housed 

  

https://www.loc.gov/collections/patriotic-melodies/articles-and-essays/star-spangled-banner/
https://www.history.navy.mil/our-collections/art/exhibits/conflicts-and-operations/the-war-of-1812/the-battle-of-baltimore.html
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Congress, and other government buildings. The 
destruction of the U.S. capital was a huge blow to 
American morale. But it also fired up a lot of 
Americans, including Francis Scott Key, to get 
behind the U.S. war effort. 

 The War of 1812 began when the United States 
Congress declared war on Great Britain on June 18, 
1812, a decision that was supported by President 
James Madison. This was driven by American 
grievances against British maritime practices, 
territorial ambitions, and support of Native 
American tribes. The primary causes of this were 
that Britain's interference with American trade, the 
shanghaiing of American sailors into the British 
Royal Navy, and British support for Native 
American resistance to American westward 
expansion. 
 

 U.S. forces struggled to match the British on 
land, sea, and the Great Lakes. Then in August 1814, 
British forces raided Washington, D.C. They torched 
the White House, the buildings that housed 
Congress, and other government buildings. The 
destruction of the U.S. capital was a huge blow to 
American morale. But it also fired up a lot of 
Americans, including Francis Scott Key, to get 
behind the U.S. war effort. 

Greetings Everyone, 
 

 Welcome to Septemberôs issue of your Beacon 
Magazine. Recently we had recommendation to 
shorten our magazine. The general feeling is that it 
was to lengthy. So, you speak, we listen. In an 
attempt to short this publication we have removed 
Chapter, Council, and Commanderies locations and 
added a hyperlink to the Grand York Rite website 
pages. We did the same with the Upcoming Events. 
Those link can be found in the Grand York Rite 
Bulletin Board section of this magazine. 
Additionally, we are condensing all ads to quarter 
size or smaller. Finally, We will be limiting the 
articles in each issue. Those that donôt get published 
in the current issue will be continued to the next 
issue. We at your publication committee are always 
open to your ideas. We hope you enjoy the changes. 
   

 Now, on to this issue. I am sad to announce the 
passing of SK Ronnie Green, Past Grand 
Commander of the State of Missouri. He will be 
missed by all. SK Green was one of those Brothers 
that would go and be everywhere that something was 
going on. The vacancy this creates will be hard to 
fill. As I sit here writing this, an email hits my inbox. 
This month we have lost a second Past Grand 
Officer, MEC Charles Bottermuller, Past Grand 
High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons of the State of Missouri. We have yet to be 
given enough information to create a memorial story. 
Please keep these Brothers and their families in your 
prayers. 
 

 We were Blessed this month with the number of 
articles that were sent to us. Thing that represented 
this month of historical significance is on 
Christopher Columbus and the Star Spangled 
Banner. Other articles include the Mark Master 
Degree, Capitular Devveloment, New Masonic 
Temple, and Retention Corner. 
 

 What a wonderful selection to choose from. We 
hope you will enjoy them as much as we have. Well, 
the page is running short and I am out of ideas. So, 
we will wrap this up until next month.  
 

 May Godôs Blessing rest upon you and your 
families, and we will be seeing you all down that 
dusty trail. 

From the Editor 

https://scottishritenmj.org/blog/15-star-flag-francis-scott-key
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MIC Dennis Houck, Grand Master of the Grand 
Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of Missouri 
had a home coming to his original Lodge, Neosho 
Number 247 for his official visit to Neosho Council 
Number 46 where his portrait was unveiled in the 
hall amongst the other Past Presiding Grand Officers 
from Neosho.  

 

https://moyorkrite.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MOYorkRite/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
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Cory at the Ballpark 
  

 Here are some pictures and the jumbotron video 
commemorating Friday, August 15th, at the Kansas 
City Royals vs Chicago White Sox game, when RIC 
Corey B. Huntsucker, Grand Principal Conductor of 
the Work of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of 
the State of Missouri, attended. He was nominated 
by the Kansas City Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
and honored for his service as a Marine. His tireless 
volunteer work at the VA Hospital, and for his 
service to the Community. Outstanding! Good work 
and congratulations Cory!!!  


