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To 01 R READERS: 

There arc 110 more beautiful degrees i11 all Free­
masonry than those f the ryptic Rite. 

For many year: it \\'as an "orphan" so far as the 
American or York Rite was concerned. Dut today, 
its beauty and ritualistic value is being quite gen­
erally recorrnized and it is being made mandatory 
in many jurisdictions for those who wish to advance 
in Freema. onry. 

A reading of the biographies in this pamphlet will 
convince the reader that those who have served as 
the head of Grand Council have been active Free­
masons engaged in all branches of the fraternity 
and who work, not for personal recognition, but for 
the advancement of the Rite. 

Grand Council, at its 1959 assembly, voted to 
print and distribute these pamphlets so that Masonic 
students everywhere might have this historical in­
formation available. 

There are now available, biographies of the heads 
of Grand Lodge ( 1947) ; Grand Council ( 1958) ; 
Grand Chapter ( 1958), and Grand Commandery 
( 1958). 

In your 1\/Iasonic advancement do not overlook 
the degrees of the Cryptic Rite; they are necessary 
to a proper understanding of Ancient Craft Masonry. 

RAY V. DENSLOW 
Gra11d Recorder 
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Builders of the Cryptic Rite m Missouri 

1864-1959 

THOSE WHO HAVE LED 

The Grand ouncil, Royal and Select l\Iasters, of nlissouri 
has never . een fit to print a history of that Rite in Missouri. 
The Hi tory of the Cryptic Rite, issued a quarter of a century 
ago, contains only a short hi tory of the Rite in Missouri. 

No biographies of our past grand masters have been printed 
except for the year in which a grand master served, conse­
quently tho e hi torie ran only until the time he had com­
pleted his year of office. Of the many \\'ho have presided over 
the Grand Council, only some twenty-four now remain, for 
each year take its toll, a year which also brings forth one new 
name to add to the roll of the living. 

It has been our intention over the years to prepare material 
which might be used, eventually, by those who are to follow 
u , as a basis to make a complete story of the men who have 
made Cryptic Freemasonry. 

Some have added greatly to the Rite; others have left small 
impress. That is life, for not all are qualified by nature to lead. 
We know of no organization where all of its heads have been 
leaders. Freemasonry, and certainly the Cryptic Rite, is no 
exception. 

The man who accepts the responsibility of grand master, and 
who does nothing to advance the organization in the twelve 
months allotted to him, hardly deserves the title of past gra11d 

master. Fortunately, the greater per cent of those men have 
not been of that caliber. Visiting councils, issuing dispensations 
and courtesies, appointing representatives, and the like are 
necessary commitments, but the inspiration given to others to 
cultivate the vineyards, and to plan for the present, as well as 
the future, is much more necessary. 

Most of our grand masters, it will be found, have been ·well 
educated; they have been religious men, for practically every 

one has been identified with some church: most of them have 
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been active in the civic life of their community. That ,, hat 

Frccmasomy urges them to be and to <lo. 
The biographies are short, primarily becau e our pace is 

Jimitecl. Those who wish to go further into the lives o( these 
men may well consult the proceedings and fil s o( th' rand 

Council. 

Wnllrr R. A11t/ro11y was born of distinguished ance try ctober 4, 

1867, in Massachusetts; he graduated at a business school in 6. From 
that time on he became bookkeeper, secretary and treasurer of vari us 
corporations. In 1906 he was employed by the J. H. Garn ey Insurance 
Company and, in 1908, became a partner; in 1918, he retired and the 
company became the Kansas City Insurance Agency. He wa active 
in church work, first in the Independence Avenue Methodi t hurch, 

and later in the Linwood Presbyterian Church. He died December 13, 
1937, in Kansas City. He was a member of Rural Lodge o. 316 
( 1899), and was master in 1903. He was made a Royal Arch Ma on 
in Orient Chapter No. 102 (1901), and became high prie t in 190 . He 
was greeted in Shekinah Council No. 24 (1901), was master in 1907, 

and grand master in 1913. He was knighted in Oriental Cornrnandery 
No. 35 (1923). He was active in the Order of High Priesthood. His 
death occurred in Kansas City, Missouri, December 13, 1937. 

Robert Elgi11 Armstrong was a native of Audrain County, fissouri, 
born September 17, 1892, but when ten years of age, his parents removed 
to Kansas City, where he attended public schools and Central High 
School; later he was a student at Park College, Parkville, Missouri. 
He was married August 22, 1910, to :Miss Helen Florence Va!Bracht, 
daughter of pioneer settlers in Carroll County, Missouri. To them was 
born a son, Robert John, (August 3, 1911). For twenty years, Bob 
was employed in the flour milling industry, but in 1930 accepted em­
ployment as the representative of a Kansas City insurance company; 
then for a time he operated a restaurant in Neosho, Missouri, and later 
was in the employ of the government at Camp Crowder. He was a 
member of the Presbyterian Church. His death occurred suddenly 
on October 16, 1955, and he was buried in the l.O.O.F. Cemetery in 
Neosho. He was made a :Master Mason in Acacia Lodge at Schuyler, 
Nebraska; later he affiliated with a lodge in Cherokee, Oklahoma, and 
finally with Neosho Lodge No. 247, serving as Master in 1950. He was 
a member of the Missouri Lodge of Research. He received the Chapter 
degrees in Oklahoma, affiliating, in 1945, with Tyrian Chapter No. 52 
at Neosho, serving as high priest in 1947. He joined Jasper Council 
No. 30, at Joplin, in 1944 and became a charter member of Neosho 
Council in 1946, and was its first Master U.D.; in 1953-54 he became 

Grand Master of the Grand Council. He was a member of the Order 
of the Silver Trowel and became head of the organization. He was 
knighted in Oklahoma, but affiliated with Neosho Commandery No. 57 
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in 1943, and sen· d ::is c mmander in 19-16. He receh·ed the Grand 
·omman<lery di tin ,uished ervice award in 19-16 for work in building 

up Freema onry in Southwest i\lissouri. He belonged to St. Andr w 
onclave Ko. II, Red ros: of Con tantine, the Order of High Priest­

hood, Past ommanders' Association, the K.-Y .C.H., the Shrine and the 
Scottish Rite. 

Bc11ja111i11 Peter Bailey was born near Fulton, in Callaway County, 
fissouri, March 13, 1847, and died at his ht1me in St. Louis June 8. 

1901. For e\·eral year he wa deputy heriff of allaway County, 
and Mayor of Fulton four years. He wa an offic r of the Missouri 

late Senate; served a trea urer and afterwards as Steward of the 
State Hospital for the Insane at Fulton, and finally became an employe 
of the United States in the Sub-treasury at St. Louis. He was made 
a Freemason in Fulton, Missouri, in 1872 and was master in 1876, 
1877 and 1885. He was exalted in Orion Chapter No. 49 (1872), and 
was high priest four year . He received the Cryptic degree in Colum­
bia, Missouri, in 1874, was a charter member of Hebron Council No. 18, 
at Fulton, serving as master in 1878; he was Grand Master in 1878. 
He was knighted in Crusade Commandery Ko. 23, Mexico, J\[issouri, 
in 1873, and was a leading spirit at the organization of Calvary Com­
mandery No. 28 at Fulton. 

Martin Toner Balsley, born May 7, 1853, at ).farshall, Illinois, was 
educated in the common schools of that state and at the Medical 
College of Indiana; he began practice of medicine at Marshall, but 
later moved to Danville, Illinois. In 1885 he came to Joplin, Missouri, 
where he died March 8, 1920. He was greatly interested in the public 
schools and was a member of the board of education, being elected 
president of the board. He joined Fellowship Lodge No. 345 in 1890, 
and was master in 1898-1900. He was exalted in Joplin Chapter No. 91 
in 1891, and was high priest in 1903-04, and grand high priest in 1914. 
He was greeted in Jasper Council No. 30 in 1899, and was master 
1900-05, and grand master of the Grand Council in 1905. For many 
years he was chaplain of the Order of High Priesthood. Active in the 
Red Cross of Constantine, he served as Sovereign of the Joplin 
conclave. 

Re11be11 Barney, S-r. was born April 30, 1844, at Arlington, Vermont, 
where he attended private schools, later graduating in medicine at the 
Albany (N. Y.) Medical College; during the Civil War he served in 
the medical department of the Union Army. He came to Missouri 
in 1868, locating at Chillicothe, where he died July 15, 1903. He served 
three railway lines as company physician, was president of the Chilli­
cothe board of education nine years, and twenty-five years senior 
warden in the Episcopal Church, of which he was a member. In 1866, 
he married Mattie Prindle. He was initiated in Red Mountain Lodge 
No. 63, Vermont, and completed his degrees in St. George Lodge No. 6, 
New York, in 1866; on his arrival in Chillicothe he affiliated with 
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hillicotl1e Lodge as a charter member, in 1869, serving 
1875, 1876, 1878, 1879, 1 90. He was exal ted in Lone ' tar  
No.  30, J une 1 ,  1873, and in 1887 was grand high prie t. H re ived 
th • Cryptic dcgrc ·s in l l iram Council No. 1 in 1885, aflil iated with 
Solomon ouncil No. 26 in 1895, and with hillicothe ou ncil o. 28 
in 1897, serving as Master in 1897, and Grand l\[aster in 1901.  l J  was 
knighted in Coeur de Leon Commandery o.  14 ,  at Bro kfield, in 1874, 
dimit ting to organize Paschal Commandery o. 32, ser ing fi years 
as commander, and as grand commander in 1900. 

10h11 J--1. Barr was born at Dewitt, Iowa, in 1858. He wa a m anu­

facturing jeweler and made many of the jewels worn by Mi souri Fr e­

masons until his retirement from that business ; he had a hop in 

Kansas City, where most of his Masonic l ife was spent. ming to 

Kansa City in 1883 he identified himself with Rural Lodge o. 316 

( 1890) and was master in 1898. He was exalted in Kansas i ty  hapter 

No. 28 in 1890, and was elected high priest in 1896. H made his 
entry into Shekinah Council No. 24 in 1895, was master in 1900, and 
grand master in 1906. He was knighted in Kansas City ommandery 

No. 10  in 1893, and served as commander in 1901 .  He was past 
exalted ruler of the Kansas City Elks Lodge. After moving to ,ilem, 
Oregon, he dimitted from the Masonic bodies in 193 1 ,  and died shortly 
thereafter. He returned to the Catholic Church which he wrote "was 
a higher form of Freemasonry." 

IVillia11i Yan tis Bean was born in Cass County, Missouri ,  ovember 
3, 1859 ; the family soon moved to Sweet Springs. At the age of sixteen 
he entered Missouri School of Mines, at Rolla, and was graduated in 
1878. In 1890 he became a supervising architect in St. Louis ; in 1898 
he accepted a position with a steel bridge company as their  western 
agent. When it  was decided ( 1909) to select an instructor for the Mis­
souri Knights Templar, he was chosen for the work and retained the 
position until his death November 26, 1933, at Springfield, Missouri. He 
was a member of Cass Lodge No. 147, at Harrisonville ( 1884). He 
was exalted in Signet Chapter No. 68 in 1885, dimitting to St. Louis 
Chapter No. 8 in 1897, later with Springfield Chapter No. 15 (1924). 
He was greeted in Arcana Council No. 16 in 1885, serving as master in 
1887, and as Grand Master of the Grand Council i n  1 898, affiliating 

(1910) with Hiram Council, later (1929) to Zabud No. 25. He was 
knighted in Bayard Commandery No. 26 in 1886, affiliating with St. 
Aldemar Commandery No. 18, in St. Louis, in 189 1, serving as com­
mander in 1896, later he affiliated with St. John's Commandery No.  20, 
and Grand Commander in 1922. He was a member of the Red ross 
o f  Constantine. 

George W. Belt was one of Missouri's foremost Freemasons ; h was 
the first grand commander, and, in 1865, was honored by election to 
office in the Grand Encampment-Senior Warden in 1865 and Grand 
Captain General in 1868. Acting under authority of the Grand Encamp-
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ment he established the first commandcries o f  Knights Templar in 
Nc:Lraska and Kansas. He wa a K nh1ckian, born in Fleming County, 
J u ly 23, 1825. Com ing to Platte County in 1 840, at  the :-ige of fi fteen, 
he: ·n •aged in merchandi in cr ; ix years later he ventu red into business 
for him · I f .  He ,, a!> four t imes ).fayor of \,\ c: ton. In 1862, J 11drrc \\ ood­
son, af tcn ard Governor, appointed him clerk of the circuit court ; in 
I 66 he wa county trc:a 11 rcr and rc:ele ted in 1868 and 1870, and later 
sheriff of the county. From 1872 to 1874 he wa • a Lanker. ).[oving- to 

t .  Jo  eph in 1874, he purch,1. ·d the: I. Josrpfz Ga::cllc, ,, as elected 

ity treasurer in 1878, and pol ice ju d"c in 1 0. Governor ).forchouse 
appointed him ta lc coal oil in pector at r ansas City, and this was 
fol lowed Ly appointment as clerk of the ci rcu i t  cou rt of J ackson Coun­
ty. Then he moved to Cl ·bu rne, Tcxa , then to El Paso where he dic:d 
January 2, 1912. He , as made a Freema on in \,\ e ton Lodge No. 53 
in 1846, and was ma tcr in 185 1 .  He was exalted in Weston Chapter 
No. 4 in 1847 and was high priest in 1855. He a sisted in the formation 
of chapters at Platte City and Barry. He was present at the formation 
of the Grand Council of �I issouri and wa elected Grand ).farshal. 
\ eston Council  was organized under 1 l l inois, and in 1868 he was 

elected Grand ).fa ter but failed to appear to pre ide at the annual 
as embly. He was made a Knight Templar in \ c ton Comman<lery No. 
2 in I -3, sen·ing a commander in 1860. \ hen the Grand Command­
cry of Kni0hts Templar was formed, he was elected the fi r t Grand 

ommander and reelected in 1861 ,  1863 and 1864, there was no meet­
ing in 1862. Later he affiliated with Belt Commandery Ko. 9 at Platte 

ity, then with St. Joseph Commandel')' Ko. 29 at St. Joseph ; when 
he went to Texas he affiliated with Cleburne Commandery No. 12 i n  

1892, and in  1899, with E t  Paso Commandery No. 18. 

William R. B1·ock was born at Oriskany, New York, April 16, 1864 ;  
educated in the state normal at Cortland, N cw York ; at twenty years of 
age he was superintendent of a large dress and skirt company ; in 1886 
he established the Brock Corset Compan) in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
but in 1899 he came to St. Louis where he became secretary-treasurer 
of a similar concern. He was made a Freemason in Grand River Lodge 

No. 34, Grand Rapids, in 1898 ; the chapter degrees were received in 
Grand Rapids Chapter No. 7, and the Cryptic degrees in Council No. 
1 ,  St. Louis, in 1 901 ; three years later he was master of the council 

and, in 1909 became Grand Master. He was a member of St. Aldemar 
Commandery No. 18 ( 1901 ) ,  and served as commander in 1909. On 

moving to St. Louis he transferred his membership to Pride of the 
\,\fest Lodge No. 1 79 and to Oriental Chapter No. 78, serving the latter 

as high priest. His membership lapsed in several of the bodies and our 
records do not show the date of his death. 

Ralph June Brooks was born April 1 3, 1 894, at Republic, l\1Iissouri. 
He was married February 1 7, 1 927, to Miss Lillian Irene McLaughlin 

of Springfield, Missouri ,  and they have two children, George Daniel 

and Ralph June, Jr. He was educated in the public schools of Liberal 

s ( 

( J._ � s 

\l :, 

8 ' C 

lt 

s �, s 

C 88 

\ ' 

(. C 

s 

, 

) 

s 

V 

� 5 

s V ' 

s., s \' 

s 

C 

C 

I 



Chillicothe Lodge as a charter mcmLcr, in 1869, serving 
1875, 1876, 1878, 1879, I 90. He was exalted in Lone ·tar 
No. 30, June 1, 1873, and in 1887 was grand high priest. He r 
the Cryptic degrees in I liram Council o. 1 in I 85, a ffiliated 
Solomon 011ncil o. 26 in I 95, and with Chillicothe ouncil 

with 
. 28 
,vas in 1897, serving as Master in 1897, and Grand ]-.f aster in 1901 .  1 1  

knighted in Coeur de Leon ommandery No. 14, at Drook field, in 1874, 
dimitting to organize Pa cha( omman<lery o. 32, serving fi years 
as commander, and as grand commander in 1900. 

Jol,11 /-/. Barr was born at Dewitt, Io, a, in 1858. H , a a manu­
facturing jeweler and made many of the jewel worn by Mi souri Fr c­
masons until his retirement from that business; he had a h p in 
Kansas City, where most of his Masonic li fe was spent. oming to 
Kansas City in 1883 he identified himsel f with Rural Lodge o. 316 
( 1890) and was master in 1898. He was exalted in Kansa ity hapter 
No. 28 in 1890, and was elected high priest in 1896. He made his 
entry into Shekinah Council No. 24 in 1895, was ma ter in 1900, and 
grand master in 1906. He was knighted in Kansas ity ommandery 

No. 10 in 1893, and served as commander in 1901. He was pa t 
exalted ruler of the Kansas City Elks Lodge. After moving to alem, 
Oregon, he dimitted from the Masonic bodies in 1931 ,  and died hortly 
therea fter. He returned to the Catholic Church which he wrote "was 
a higher form of Freemasonry." 

lVillia111 Yan /is Bca11 was born in Cass County, Missouri, November 
3, 1859; the family soon moved to Sweet Springs. At the age of sixteen 
he entered Missouri School of Mines, at Rolla, and was graduated in 
1878. In 1890 he became a supervising architect in St. Louis; in  1898 
he accepted a position with a steel bridge company as their western 
agent. When it was decided (1909) to select an instructor for the Mis­
souri Knights Templar, he was chosen for the work and retained the 
position until his death November 26, 1933, at Springfield, Missouri. He 
was a member of Cass Lodge No. 147, at Harrisonville ( 1884). He 
was exalted in Signet Chapter No. 68 in 1885, dimitting to St. Louis 
Chapter No. 8 in 1897, later with Springfield Chapter No. 15 (1924). 
He was greeted in Arcana Council No. 16 in 1885, serving as master in 
1887, and as Grand Master of the Grand Council in 1 898, affiliating 
(1910) with Hiram Council , later (1929) to Zabud No. 25. He was 
knighted in Bayard Commandery No. 26 in 1886, affiliating with St. 
Aldemar Commandery No. 18, in St. Louis, in 1891, serving as com­
mander in 1896, later he affiliated with St. John's Commandery No. 20, 
and Grand Commander in 1922. He was a member of the Red Cross 
of Constantine. 

George J,V. Belt was one of Missouri's foremost Freemasons ; he was 
the first grand commander, and, in 1865, was honored by election to 
office in the Grand Encampment-Senior Warden in 1865 and Grand 
Captain General in 1868. Acting under authority of the Grand Encamp-
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mcnt he tabli hed the first commanderies of  Knights Templar in 
1\ cora ka and Kan as. He wa a Kentuckian, born in Fleming County, 
J uly 23, 1825. oming to Platte County in 1 840, at the age of fifteen, 
he enga ,cd in mcrchandi ing ; s ix  year later he ventured int business 
for himself. He \\ as four t imes �fayer o f \\ e ton. In 1 2, Judge \\'ood-
5on ,  afterward overnor, appoin ted him cl ·rk of the circuit court ; in 
1866 lie wa� county treasurer and reelected in 1868 and 1870, and later 
sh riff of the county. From l 72 to 1 874 he was a banker. �faying to 

t. Jo  eph in l 74, he purcha� ·d the St. J nscph Gn::cttr, was elected 
city t rea urer in 1 878, and pol ice judge in 1 0. Governor 11orchousc 
appointed him tatc oal oil in pector �it l ansas i ty, anti this wa 
folio\ ed by appointm nt a clerk of the circuit court of Jack. on Coun­
ty. Then he moved to lcburne, Texas, then to El Pa o where he died 
January 2, 19 12. He wa made a Frcema on in Weston Lodge o. 53 
in 1846, and wa ma ter in 185 1 .  He was e.·alted in \Ve ton Chapter 
No. 4 in 1847 and wa hi h priest in 1 855. He as isled in the formation 
of chapters at Platte ity and Barry. He wa pr sent at the formation 
of the Grand ounci l  of � f i  sour i and wa elected Grand 1[arshal. 

e ton ouncil was or anized under Illinois, and in 1868 he was 
elected Grand �fa ter but failed to appear to pre ide at the annual 
as embly. He was made a I night Templar in \Ve ton ommandery Ko. 
2 in 1 853, serving a commander in 1860. When the Grand ommand­
ery of Knights Templar wa formed, he was elected the fir t Grand 

ommander and reelected in 1861 ,  1863 and 1864, there was no meet­
ing in 1862. Later he affiliated with Bel t  Commandery No. 9 at Platte 

ity, then with St .  Joseph Commandery No. 29 at St. Joseph; when 
he went to Texas he affiliated with Cleburne Commandery To. 1 2  in 
1892, and in 1 899, with El Paso Commandery No. 1 8. 

William R. Brock was born at Oriskany, Kew York, Apri l  1 6, 1864; 
educated in the state normal at Cortland, New York; at twenty years o f  
age h e  was superintendent o f  a large dress and skirt company; in 1886 
he established the B rock Corset Company in Grand Rapids, :Michigan, 
but in 1 899 he came to St. Louis where he became secretary-treasurer 
of a similar concern. He was made a Freemason in Grand River Lodge 
No. 34, Grand Rapids, in 1 898; the chapter degrees were received in 
Grand Rapids Chapter No. 7, and the Cryptic degrees in Council No. 
1 ,  St. Louis, in 1901; three years later he was master of the council 
and, in 1909 became Grand Master. He was a member of St. Aldemar 
Commandery No. 18 ( 1901), and served as commander in 1909. On 
moving to St. Louis he transferred his membership to Pride of the 
West Lodge No. 179 and to Oriental Chapter No. 78, serving the latter 
as high priest. His membership lapsed in several of the bodies and our 
records do not show the date of his death. 

Ralph J1111e Brooks was born April 13, 1894, at Republic, Missouri. 
He was married February 17 ,  1927, to Miss Lillian I rene McLaughlin 
of Springfield, Missouri, and they have two children, George Daniel 
and Ralph June, Jr. He was educated in the public schools  o f  Liberal 
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and Drury College ( Il . .  1917). He attended Washington niversity 
for a time, taking- a medical course, but due to health was £arced to 
discontinue. Vvhilc in the army in v\lorl<l War I he attended • din burgh 
University, in Scotland. He entered the medical corp of the a rmy 
in 1918 and, af ter basic training, was sent to France \ ith the Base 
Hospital No. 63 and saw active service on the t. Mihiel s ctor. Hav­
ing- completed his course at Edinburgh University he e nrolled in the 
department of pathology and bacteriology, and at the compl tion of this 
course he was discharg-ccl in 19 19. He is an Epis opalian. His pre ent 
occupation is a bacteriologist and chie f milk control officer in the city 
health department of Springfield. He was initiated in Republic Lodge 
No. 570 in 1915 and affiliated with United Lodge No. 5, at pringfi lei, 
in 1926, serving as master in 1933. He was exalted in Springfi ld hap­
ter To. 15 in 1915 and was high priest in 1925, receiving the rder of 
Hig-h Prie sthoocl in 1925. He was greeted in Zabud Council o. 25, a t  

Springfield, in 1915, and served as master in 1926 ; he became Grand 
Master in 1950. He was knighted in St. John's Commandery o. 20, 
Springfield, in 1915 and was commander in 1929. He accepted an in­
vitation to join St. Christopher Conclave No. 56, Red Cross o f  on­
stantine, in 1925 and was sovereign in 1934. He became eligible to j oin 
the Knights of York Cross of Honour in 1945 and is a member o f  
Missouri Priory No. 1 7. He  also holds membership in  Missouri Lodge 
of Research, and served as master of the Order o f  the Silver Trowel. 

Joseph Sessford Browne was born August 23, 1 836, in Washington, 
D. C. The family came to St. Joseph, Missouri, in 1857, a fter stopping 
for a time in Ohio. He died February 12, 1906, leaving one son and 
three daughters. He served as deputy postmaster at St. Joseph for 
many years. He was made a Freemason in St. Joseph Lodge No. 78 
in 1858 ; after serving as district deputy grand master and lecturer, in 
1877 he was made senior grand warden, and, in 1879, grand master. He 
was exalted in  St. Joseph Chapter No. 1 4  in 1858 and, in  1876, was made 
grand high priest. The Cryptic degrees were received in St. Joseph 
Council No. 9 at its organization, master in 1873 and in that same 
year grand master. Knighted in Weston Commandery No. 2 in 1 857, he 
affiliated with St. Joseph Commandery No. 4 as a charter member, be­
coming commander in 1877 and grand commander in 1886. He was 
made a Scottish Rite Mason in 1865, the degrees 19-32 being com­
municated by Albert G. Mackey. 

Walter Jofm B11blit= was born August 28, 1893, at Chicago, Illinois, 
the son of Karl Ernst and Wilhelmina Panton Bublitz. Both parents 
were born in Germany, but emigrated to America in early l i fe, w here 
they reared a family of eleven children. At the age of twenty-one 
\\falter was graduated from the University of Illinois with the degree 

of B.S. in Civil Engineering. Upon graduation from college he engaged 
in the construction business, being associated with the George A. Fuller 
Company of New York and the Leonard Construction Company of 
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hicago. He  upcrint nded the  con trnction o f  se,·eral large lmildin"S 
a1 1d,  at the age of t \\" enty- fou r  wa one o f  two men who had char;::e o f  
the construct ion of  the original amp F11n ton a t  Fort Riley, Kansa , i n  
1917. I f · al  o su perint nd  ·d t he  bui ld ing of  the twenty m ill ion dol lar 
army supply bas · at Xcw Orlean . He wa lcct ·d ecretary- treasu rer 
and ex ·cll l ive mana •er of the arolina Ship Bu ilding Corporat ion, ,d 1ich 
was di . oh·ed on the igning o f  the armi lice. For a period o f  one y ar 
a fter the bui lding of amp Fun ton he wa manager of the Kansa 

ity office for t he George A. Fuller ompan •. He stali l ished the 
Bublitz �fach inery ompany in K;:in as ity in 1927, in which hll iness 
he i till actively and . ucce fully engaged. On April 7, 19 17. he was 
marri c l  to Mi. s :\fary Zimmer�chie<l , o f  Kan as i ty, who pa eel away 
Ju ly  16, 1951 ; th  y were the  parents of fo1 1 r  h i ldren, Dorothy ElainL", 
now !\frs. Jack L. �faro ff ;  \,\'alt r John, Jr. ; Genevieve �[arie, now 
:Mrs. Laurence L. Ilratsch ie ; and I arl Ern ,t. On January 3 1 ,  1952, Com­
pan ion Bllblitz was married to � [r  . Ro.e Jack on. TicsidL"s the duties 
of church, Freemasonry and bl l  inc s ,  \\ al ter finds t ime for a number 
of clubs. He is a member o f  Kansas ity lub,  :\[ i l l >urn ountry Club, 

lub, J l l ini  lub o f  the Univcr ity of  l l l inoi , and the 
hamber o f  ommerce. H • w a  raised a �[a ter �fa on 

in He peria Lodge ·o. 4 1 1 ,  h icago, I l l inois, January 7, 19 15, and 
affiliated with Ivanhoe Lodge Xo. 446, Kansas City, April 9, 1925, 
erving as master in 1 9+4. He was exalted i n  Kan as City Chapter No. 

28 on October 3, 1 924, and wa h igh priest in 1932, grand high priest 
19-10--4 1 .  The Cryptic degrees were con £erred in Shekinah Council No. 
24 No,·ember 9, 1932, and he served as master in 19-ll ; he became a 
charter member of Kansas City Council N"o. -15, and was Grand 
Master in 1957-58. The Order of the Temple wa. con ferred in Kansa 
City Commandel")' Ko. 10 �fay 3, 1926. He is  a member of �[i souri 
Lodge of Research ; Order of  the Silver Trowel ; Order of  High Priest­
hood, serving as president of the Order in 1 9-ll . He holds m embership 
in the Red Cross of Constantine and the Scottish Rite. 

Fran cis James B11 lliva11t was born December 25, 1882, at St. Cath­
arines, Ontario, Canada, the son of Thomas and Leleah Potter Bull ivant. 
When Francis was but a year and a hal f old his parents journeyed to 
Missouri, settling on the rich farm land along the Black River, a short 
distance from Poplar Bluff. \\ hen he was six years old his mother 
died and he was retu rned to St. Catharines to be with his paternal 
grandmother, w ith whom he l ived for some eight years. He received 
his elementary schooling in the public schools of St. Catharines ; after 
completing his elementary schooling he returned to Poplar Bluff to 
live with his father. His  high school educat ion was completed in 
Poplar Bluff, from there he went to Missouri University and graduated 
in 1 907 with a B.S. degree in engineering, and, in 1909, with a Master's 

equivalent in the same field. At the University he was a member of  
the cadet corps, the forerunner of the R.O.T.C. ; he attained the  rank 
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of Captain and was assigned command of a company, and 11nder his 
command his com11any won the silver cup award for excellence in com­
petition with other companies. On April 24, 1909, he married Miss 
Leola Q11 crbach. A ftcr graduat ion, Companion Bullivant spent fourteen 
years with Wa�ner Electric ompany, from Wagner Electric he trans­
fcrrecl his activities to Valley El ectric omp::my, where he hel d the 
position of hicf Engineer for more than eight years ; he then ·n tercd 
the saks fielcl and became sales ma11ager of the Il-L Electric ompa11y 
for three years. In 1931 he l e ft the employ o f B-L Electric ompany 
to start his own business as a manu facturers reprcscntati c, since 
which time the business has continued to grow and pro per. He was 
macle a Master Mason in George Washington Lodge o. 9, t. Loui , 
February 1 7, 1920. The Capitul ar degrees were con ferred in I. Lou is 

hapter No. 8 in 1922, :md he served as high prie t in 1 936. He re-
ceived the Cryptic degrees in Hiram Council o. 1 in 1937, wa 
master in 1 946, ancl Grand }.faster in 1954. The Order of the Templ e 
was con ferred J une 3, 1922 in Ascalon Commandery o. 16, St. Louis, 
and he served as Commander in 1932. February 1 7, 1933, he was made 
a member of  St. Louis Conclave No. 42, Reel Cross of Constantine, and 
served as Sovereign in 1947. He is a member of the Order of High 
Priesthood, fissouri Lodge of Research, Order of Silver Trowel, and 
Past Commanders' Association. 

George Tegard B11mha111 was born in Mason County, Illinois, August 
20, 1860. He was educated in the public schools, a fter which he  taught 
school for three years, and then began the practice of law in Illinois. 
He came to Missouri in 1885, living at various times in Kansas City, 
Milan, Unionville, and later went to Magnolia, Louisiana. He died 
March 14, 1932 and was buried at Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He was 
made a Master Mason in Unionv ille Lodge No. 210 in 1892, and served 
as master ; he was exalted in Milan Chapter No. 103 in 1898 and, in 
1903, was high priest and was grand high priest in 1 916. He received 
the Cryptic degrees in Solomon Council No. 26 in 1899, serving as 
master in that year, and was grand master of  the Grand Council in 
1907. He was a member of St. Bernard Commandery No. 52, having 
been knighted in 1899, and was commander in 1905 and 1915. 

Pa11l Raymo11d Bym111, grand master of the Grand Council 1942-43, 
was born at A fton, Iowa, February 28, 1 892. He attended school at 
Greensficld and Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, later receiving an LL.B. degree 
from the Kansas City School of Law. At the age of sixteen he went 
to Chicago where he  worked as an office boy for $5.00 a week and 
other jobs acquiring experience which l ater worked to his future suc­
cess. He spent a few years in Colorado, traveling extensively over sev­
eral western states. While a resident of Colorado he married Miss 
Zetta Mary Lewis, and they moved to Kansas City, Missouri, in 1914 ; 
they were the parents of Paul Junior ( 1913) and Will iam Lewis ( 1917). 
Both boys attended Kansas City schools, including junior col lege and 
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both later entered military ervice, :\[arine Corps and Aviation Corps 
re pcctively. A fter serving in the :\Iis ouri National Guard, including 
service on the :\[exican Border in 1916, Companion Byrum was com­
mi ioned a Lieutenant in the U. . Army Reser ves and called to acti\·e 
duty in 19 1 7, ser ving thr ughout the w ar with the 9th Divi ion as 

aptain o f  a machine gun company ; he was twi e wounded in action , 
the la t b ing r ceived nine days before th arm1<1tce wa signed ; he 
rec ived the Purple Heart \•. ith Oak Lea f  1 1 1  ter. A fter the war he 
retained his commi ion in the Resen· s and wa finally made a 

oloncl . l fe was an active member o f  the Linwood ( Kansas ity) 
l\[ethodist hurch, serving on its official board and a a lay reader ; he 
and Mrs. Byrum ponsored a young people's Sunday School class. He 
began his Ma onic career in Temple Lodge Xo. 299, Kansas City, 
b ing raised l\fay 18, 1918, but dimitted to Ivanhoe Lodge Ko. 446 in 
192 . I n  the chapter ,  he was exal ted in Kan as City Chapter No. 28 in 
1923, was high pri st in 1932, and continued as an officer of the chap­
ter as its trea urer. He wa a member o f  the Order o f  Hi ,h Priesthood. 
Greeted in hekinah Council Ko. 2-4 in 1925, he became its master in 
1932, and grand ma ter in 1942-43. He \ as a charter member of the 
Order o f  the ilver Trowel ( 19-12 ) .  He wa knighted in Kansas City 
Commandery Xo. 10 in 1938. He was distin!!l.lished a a lawyer, his real 
estate deci ions of the Supreme Court being published regularly by the 
Kansas City Real Estate Board. He was commander of raig Post 
V.F.\N. ; as istant adjutant general of the i'Jational organization. H e  
was president o f  the Kansas City Chapter o f  l\ational Sojourners, San­
ford Brown Po t o f  the American Legion, Bar As ociation , and many 
other military and civic o rganizations. His last mil itary service was 
as Post Judge Advocate at Fort  Leonard \,\ ood. His death occurred 
in Kansas City July 21, 1953. 

William M11se Ca1npbell was born March 17, 1873, at Robinson, Kan­
sas , son of a Methodist minister. He was educated in the public schools 
and at the age o f  seventeen began the study o f  medicine, finishing his 
course in 1893 and practicing for a time at Fairview, Kansas. He con­
tinued his medical education in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, returning 
to St. Joseph to teach in a medical college. He spent two years prac­
ticing in Sullivan County. He was made a Freemason in Sabetha, 
Kansas, Lodge No. 362, dimitting to Zeredatha Lodge No. 189, in St. 
Joseph, where he became master in 1904. He was exalted in St. Joseph 
Chapter No. 14 in 1896, and was high priest in 1905. He was greeted 
in St. Joseph Council No. 9 in 1903, was master in 1915, and Grand 
Master of the Grand Council in 1922. He was knighted in St. Joseph 
Commandery No. 4 in 1896 and became commander in 1906. He was 
a member of the Red Cross o f  Constantine, serving as Sovereign in 
1920; Potentate o f  Moila Temple in 1910; a Scottish Rite Mason, 33° 

in 1921. He was a member o f  the boards charged with the construction 
of the Masonic Temple and the Scottish Rite Temple in St. Joseph. 
He died June 13, 1953. 
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lf rrtrc Jr1111rs Ca,·/ was born al Lone Tree, I owa, A11gu t 6, 1 94. 
The family re111ovi11i.:- 10 Kansas, Bruce was cd11 at d in the s ·hool 
o( Greenwoc,d County, together with a ourse i11 a business college lo­
cated at hil licothc, Missou ri. He was first cmph ycd as a telegraph 'r 
, ith the Frisco Railroacl, hut a fter his business ollcgc t raining he lo­
cated in Columbia. Al first he worked with the Univ r i ly oope rativ 
store ; in 1920 he was appointed secretary of the Agri ·ultura l  Exten­
sion Service and remained there until 1930, when he was cl ·cted city 
clerk of olurnbia ; hi dut ies there were concerned with waler and light 
plants, city auditor and purcha ing agent which fitted him for the 
posi tion of  cxccntiv director of the :M issouri Municipal L ague, whi h 
he accepted in 1943. On December 2-t, 1914, he was married to 1v[ abel 
Lill ian Bridgewater, and they arc the parents of  a son, harlcs E., and 
a daugh ter, Sally Ann ; both children graduated from th University o f  
Missouri. H e  i s  a member of several civic and fraternal . ocieti s ,  i a 
:i\£cthodist, Odd Fellow, K iwanian, Doy cout worker, and ha served 
as grand patron of  the Order of the Eastern Star. In  Freema onry, he 
was raised in Acacia Lodge o. 602 in 1920, serving as master in 1930 ; 
he was a district lecturer in 193 1 .  In the chapter we find him exalt cl 
in Columbia Chapter No. 1 7  in 1923, and high priest in 1931 ; that 
same year he entered the Order of  High Prie thood. Shortly a fter hi 
exaltat ion he was greeted in Centralia Council No. 34 ( 1 924 ) ,  was ma ter 
in 1929, and Grand Master 19-t3-44, and is a member of  the Order o f  
t h e  Silver Trowel. He  was knighted in St. Graal Commandery o. 1 2  
in  1942, serving as commander i n  1955. 

Gibbo11 Hli//ia111. Carso11 was born in  Viashington County, Missouri, 
July 8, 1854. He graduated at \7'/estminster College at Fulton, 1'1 issouri, 
and entered Missouri Medical College, after which he practiced med­
icine holding several positions with St. Louis institutions. He was a 
member and trustee of the Grand Avenue Presbyterian Church. In 
1879, he married Betty N. King of  Fulton. He was raised a Master 
Mason in Pride of  the West Lodge No. 179 in 1892, and was master 
in 1896. He was exalted in O'Sullivan Chapter No. 40 ( later St. Louis 
Chapter No. 8)  in  1893 and was high priest in 1895. He was greeted 
in Hiram Council No. 1 in 1896, was master in 1899, and grand master 
in 1904 ; for twenty- four years he was grand treasurer of  the Grand 
Council. He was knighted in St. Aldemar Commandery No. 18 in 1895, 
was commander in 1900, and grand commander in 1907. He was chair­
man of the triennial committee of the Grand Encampment in 1925. He 
died January 23, 1932. 

I-I CIIY)' C. Christopher, according to our records, was born in 183 1 .  
Little is known of him except that h e  died January 29, 1892. A t  the 
t ime of his death he was a member of  Anchor Lodge No. 443 and had 
served as master. He  was exalted in St. Louis Chapter No. 8 Septem­
ber 20, 1878, and was high priest in 1883. He was greeted in H iram 
Council No. 1 in 1880, serving as Master in 1885 and 1890, and Grand 
Master of the Grand Council in 1888. 
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A1orti11 Collins wa Lorn in Lanca tcr County, Pennsylvania, :\fay 1 -, 
1 826 ; living for a time: in X cw York, he removed to St. Lo11i , :\fis­
ouri, in 18-1-l ; two year later he: enga"ed in shipping on the l acific 
oa5t, making voyal{e to China, outh America and the ( then ) 

. andwich Islands. l n  I 5 1 ,  in \\ a hin/!ton, D. ., he married }.fary 
Alice rabbe, da11 •hter of aptain Crabbe of the . 1[arincs. Rt:111rn-
ing to t. Louis in 18-2, he ent red the insurance bu iness. He was a 
Penn ylvania Fre ·ma on, a memLer of Ri ing · 1 1 11 Lod/!'C No. 126, re­
ceiving all the degree the ame ev ning ( 1 53 ) ; he affiliated with 

ccid ·ntal Lodge 'o. 163, l. Lo11i , in 1856 and ervcd a master in 
1863, 1864 and 1870. He wa. exalt d in t. Lo11is haptcr Ko. 8 

eptember 25, I - - ,  wa high prie t in 1866, and Grand High Priest of 
the rand hapter in 1867. He held a po ition in the Order of High 
Priesthood in I 69-70. He wa greeted in St. Loui ouncil , then under 
Jllinoi , ser ing as master in 1 868, 18(,9, and Grand �fa tcr of the 
Grand ouncil I 69-70. He wa knighted in St. Louis Command­
cry o. I ovember 30, 1 863, and wa elected grand enior , arden 
in 1865 and 1866 ;  due to a di putc between George Frank Go11lcy and 
the Scottish Rite, he dimittcd in 1868 from the commandery. He 
headed the Board of Relief in t .  Louis from 1 6 1  to 1905 ; was one of 
the organizer of the ).fa onic Relief Association of the U. S. A. and 
it fir t pre ident. He received the cottish Rite de�ees, 4-33, in \,\lash­
in ton, D. C., April 20, 1866 and in Aun-11st of that year succeeded 
Anthony O'Sullivan as inspector general for ).[issouri. Durin;:r his life­
time he sen·ed in evcral stations of the Supreme Council. Hi death 
occurred in St. Louis ).fay 25, 1 908, and he wa buried in Bellefontaine 

emetery in that city. 

vflillia111 H. Dale wa born in Vermont, August 1 2, 1 844, and died in 
St. Louis, December 1 4, 1 898. Little is known of his life. He was 
initiated in Aurora Lodge o. 267 in 1870. He was made a Royal Arch 
Mason in O'Sullivan Chapter No. 40 in 1 870, serving as high priest in 
1875 and 1883. He was greeted in Hiram Council �o. 1 in 1874, and 
was Grand Master of the Grand Council in 1 884. He has knighted in 
St. Louis Commandery o. 1 in 1871, and was commander in 1882. 

Sa11ford M. Dan iels was born in Kenosha, V,. isconsin, January 18, 
1858. At the age of twelve the family came to Kan as City where San­
ford resided most of his adult life. He graduated at Kansas City high 
school and then entered mercantile business, and later the real estate 
business. On June 12, 1887, he was married to Luella Cady, daughter 
of a partner in the well known jewelry firm of Cady & Olmstead. He 
was initiated in York Lodge No. 563 in 1905 and reached the East as 
master in 1911. The Capitular degrees were received in Orient Chapter 
No. 102 in 1 905, where he advanced rapidly to high priest in 1913. Here 
he came in contact with the late Dr. \,\ m. F. Kuhn and was greatly in­
fluenced by him in his Masonic interest. In fact, there was a triumvirate 
of three Cryptic Masons-Daniels, James Price and ·wm. J. Vannix­
who traveled over North :Missouri assisting in the work of con £erring 
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Cryptic dci;:r cs ; all o f  them became Grand Masters o f  the Grand 
m111cil. hclcinah 011 11cil No. 24 conferred the Cryptic dcgr cs on 

Daniels in 1906, in 1910 he became master and Grand Master in 1916. 
He was kni i::htcd in Oriental Commandery o. 35 in 1914. He d ied 
:May 13, 1938. 

John A.  Dn/111011 was horn in Concord, Ohio, Febrnary I ,  1822, and 
died in St. Joseph, Missouri, February 9, 1896, wh re he had Ii ,d 
s ince 1854. He filled many important po it ions, civil, military and edu­
cational. He was a char ter member of Zeredatha Lodge No. 189, in t. 
Joseph, and master in 18i9. He was exalted in St. Joseph hapter 
1 1  in 1859, affil iated with Mitchell Chapter o. 89 in I i6, serving 
its first high prie t. He was greeted in St. Joseph ouncil o. 9 in 
18il , master in 1879 and Grand Master of the Grand Council in 1 
He was a charter member of St. Joseph Commandery o. 4. 

Richard P. Dorris was born March 23, 1895 in Jefferson ity, i\f i  -
souri. He was married May 1 1 ,  1927 to Miss Larue Raithel, who died 
in 1953 ; in 1958 he was marr ied again. He has one daughter, Paula 
Gretchen (now Mrs. David Coll ins ) .  His education was s cu red in the 
public schools and 1f issouri University (A.B. 191 7 ) , and Washington 
University School of Medicine ( M.D. 1919) .  Whil e in school he became 
a member of Phi Gamma Del ta and Phi Beta Pi ; he was in military 
service from 1919-21 as a Lieutenant in the Medical Corps. He is a Bap­
tist ; in polit ics, an Independent ; belongs to the Jefferson City Country 
Club and his hobby is music. He received the degrees in Jefferson Lodge 
No. 43, being raised by Grand Master Wm. A. Clark. He was exal ted 
in Jefferson City Chapter No. 34 in 1922, and was high priest in 1925. 
Greeted in Ezra Council No. 32 in 1 922, he became master in 1 928, and 
Grand Master of the Grand Council in 1 956. His commandery mem­
bership is in Prince of Peace Commandery No. 29 ( 1 928) .  He was 
invited to membership in St. Chrysostom Conclave No. 36, Red Cross 
of Constantine, holds membership in the Order of High Priesthood and 
the Order of the Silver Trowel. 

H c11ry C. Elberg was born in St. Louis, Missouri, February 2, 1866, 
of Holland parentage; there he attended public schools and St. Louis 
high school, graduat ing at eighteen. In 1885 he moved to Kansas City, 
where he met and married, September 21, 1892, Miss Elizabeth Kurfiss, 
and they became the parents of three sons-Henry, Charles, Leslie. 
Shortly a fter his arrival in Kansas City he accepted a place in the post 
office department, advancing to the position of Superintendent of Gate­
way Station, one of the busiest stations in Kansas City. He was made 
a Freemason in Temple Lodge No. 299 in 1894-95, but dimitted to form 
Westport Lodge No. 340, becoming master in 1 898; then he was elected 
secretary, a station he filled until his decease. He was exalted in Kansas 
City Chapter No. 28 in 1903-04, and served as secretary until he dimitted 
in 1910 to assist in the formation of Westport Chapter No. 1 34, which 
he served as high priest in 19 17, and secretary from 1918. He was 
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greeted in hekinah Council Xo. 24 in 1908, but dimitted to form 'Nest­
port Council in 192 1 ,  serving as ma ter and later as recorder ;  he be­
came Grand Ma tc:r of  the Grand Council in 1930. He was knighted in 
l ansa ity ommandery No. 10, dimi tting to as ist in the formation 
of 'vVe tport Commandery ·o. 68 in 1 9 19, and serving a i t  commander 
in 1913, having previously served as commander of h.an5as City om­
mandery. He \\ as a member of Ararat hrinc and the Order of High 
Prie thood. H is death occurred • ovemLer 2, 1935. 

Clyde Clayton Evans, Grand Master of the Grand Council 1941 -42, 
i a nativ Mis  ourian, born at Vineland, :\Ii souri, February 6, 1883. 
He was educated in the t. Louis Public School· and at Poteau , Indian 
Territory. His entire I i  fe has been spent in railway service, for he began 
business Ii fe at the age of thi rteen as station helper, then Frisco teleg­
rapher, and in April 1900, wi th  Po ta! Telegraph in St. Louis ; he 
recalls vividly the St. Louis cyclone of 1896 ; in that year he went with 
the Kansas Divis ion of the Frisco, workin rr for a time at Augusta, 
Kansa , where on March 2 1 ,  1901 , he was married to Mi Mabel Mc­
l lvain, who died in November, 1957. In that year he went to Franklin, 
Washington, with the Pacific Coast Company as an agent ; then to the 
Great orthern as agent, telegrapher and wire chie f. In 1 904-05 he 
served as wire chief of the Northern Pacific at Fargo, North Dakota ; 
in 1905 he returned to his first love, the Frisco, being stat ioned at 
Memphis, Tennessee, Springfield and Kansas City, Missouri, but in 
1906 he came to the Rock Island, first at Fa irbu ry, Nebraska, and 
finally in J anuary, 1907, to Trenton, Missouri, where he was di spatcher, 
and then chief dispatcher. Upon his retirement, September 1, 1949, he 
taught in a telegraph school in Kansas City. In recent years he has 
ret ired completely from al) work. He has served as :\fayor of Trenton, 
member of the Board of Education, councilman, ruling cider of the 
Hodge Presbyterian Church and superintendent of  the Sunday School. 
He became a Freemason in Trenton Lodge No. 1 1 1 ,  being raised May 
7, 1908, and served as master in 1914- 15  and 1933-35, and was named 
district deputy grand master in 1934, a position he held several years. 
He has been secretary of the Missouri Lodge of Research, now the 
largest of its kind in the Western Hemisphere. He was exalted in 
Trenton Chapter No. 66, R.A.M., August 9, 19 12, was high priest in  
1918 ; greeted in Solomon Council No.  26, at Milan, :\fissouri, in Jan­
uary 1915, he served as master in 19 18, dimitting at the formation o f  
Trenton Council No. 37 which he served a s  master in 1 940. H e  was 
knighted in Godfrey de Bouillon Commandery No. 24 in 1914, and was 
comander in 1916, 1917, 1941 .  He is a m ember of the Order of High 
Priesthood, Order of Silver Trowel, Past Commanders Association, and 
Maita Shrine Temple. 

Victor H. Falke11/zai11er was born July 4, 1868, in St. Louis, where he  
attended public school, and later entered the  law school of  Washington 
University, graduating in 1902. From 1907 to 1910 he  was assistant 
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pro�crnt ing attorney o[ St. Louis ; in 191 1 he became a j udge o f  the 
St. Lon is onrt of  riminal orrection. On June 20, 189-1, h • wa • mar­
ried to ]\,[ iss Lulu Scherr, of St. Louis, antl they were th • par nts o [ 
one so1 1 .  1 fe died in St. Lou is May 6, 1931, and his remains were ·re­
mated. H was a 111 ·mber of osmos Lodge o. 2 2 ( 1 9-� ) ,  and ma -
ter in 1903. He was exalted in t. Louis hapter o. 8 in 1900, ·erv ing 
as high priest in 1908. reeled in Hiram ouncil No. I ,  in 1900, he 
was master in 1909, and Grand 1-.faster of the Grand Council in 1915 .  
H e  was knighted in Ascalon ommandery No. 16 in 1920, and was 
command r in 1926. He was a 33° Scottish Rite l\1[ason. 

Ralph Tildc11 Fi11/cy, Grand ]\faster of the Grand Council in 1933, 
was born J uly 3, 1881 , at Greenfield, Missouri. There he attended pub­
lic school and high school ; he attended the University of  Mi ouri  f rom 
1901-190-1, graduating in the Law Department in the latter year. H e  
was a member o f  the legal fraternity, Phi Delta Phi .  H e  pract iced law 
in Columbia from 1905 to 1919, removing to St. Louis he became title 
attorney, the latter part of  1919, for the Federal Land Bank of t. 
Louis, resigning later to become a member of the law firm Faunt l  roy, 
Cullen and Hay ; in 1922 he went with Jones, Hocker, Sul livan, Glad­
ney and Recd. He was a Presbyterian. He was married to Mi s Eleanor 
Kimber, of Greenfield, September 7, 1904, and they had three daughters, 
Virginia Belle, Eleanor Anne, and l\Iary Elizabeth. He was made a 
Freemason in Acacia Lodge No. 602, at Columbia, in 1913,  affiliated 
with Ferguson Lodge No. 542 in 1930. He was exalted in Columbia 
Chapter No. 17 in 1914, dimitting in 1926 to affiliate with Cabany Chap­
ter No. 140 in St. Louis, serving as high priest in  1935. Centralia Coun­
cil No. 34 greeted him in 1914, and elected him master in 1923 ; he was 
very faithfu l  to his council, attending most o f  their meetings when 
degrees were conferred. He was knighted in St. Graal Commandery 
No. 12, at Columbia, in 1915, dimitting in 1939 to affiliate with St. 
Aldemar Commandery No. 18  in St. Louis. He was a Scottish Rite 
Mason, a member of the Order of High Priesthood, Order o f  Silver 
Trowel, and a charter member of  St. Chrysostom Conclave Red Cross 
of Constantine, becoming its Sovereign. His death occurred in St. 
Louis January 28, 1958. 

Pembroke Reeves F/itcraft was born January 8, 1 847, in Woodstown, 
New Jersey ; he removed with his parents to Ohio, later to Indiana and 
St. Louis. His father was a physician and contracted cholera in 1849, 
died and left a widow and the son. He was enabled to educate himsel f, 
graduating from the University of Michigan in 1871 ; three years later 
he received a 1faster of  Arts degree from that university. A fter that 
he engaged in various lines of work, finally becoming a circuit judge 
in 1895. He was made a Master Mason in Mt. Hermon Lodge No. 2-1 , at 
Centerville, Michigan, in 1870 ; he affiliated with George Wash ington 
Lodge No. 9, in St. Louis. He was exalted in Charlotte Chapter Ko. 

82, April 24, 1872, Charlotte, Michigan. He affiliated with St. Louis 
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·1iapt ·r ;:,,: o. in O and wa hi�h prie in 6. The records do not 
�how \\ here h • r ·ccived the ryptic degree , but on July 15, I 79, he 
a ffi li ated with Hiram 011ncil Xo. 1 ,  in  t. Loui , sen·ing a ).faster in 
1 '  2, and rand .\fa!>tcr o f  the Grand ouncil in 1 5. He \\ as knighted 
in t. John' ommand ry • • o. 20, Young town, Ohio, October 3, 1 74 ; 
he affiliat d \\ ith · 1 .  Lou is ommandery ·o. 1 ,  ' t .  Louis, June 1 0, on a 
dim it fr m De. folay .ommandery . • o. 4, of Lawrence, Kan a , and was 
ommander in 1 - .  He receiv d the 33 ° of the Scotti h R ite in I 99. He  

di · d  June 1 7, 190 . 

Iosep/, I cm Gaddy, Grand .\la ter of the Grand ouncil in 1944-46, 
wa born in Andrew ounty, .\[i ouri, Augu. t 12, 1 91. To him was 
given the unu ual di tinction of having en·ed two terms as Grand Mas­
ter, the fir t in tance inc I 70 ; thi \\ as due to the war situation, 
government regu lation prohil,iting t ra\'cl. He was educated in the 

hil licothe, �{i ouri, ·ormal chool , the ).[ issou ri ·tate Teachers 
ollcge at ?-.faryvillc, and umbcrland l;niver ity at LeLanon, Tenne • 

sec ; in the latter insti tution he r ceived the degree o (  LL. U. in 1917. 
Retu rning to .\I i  ouri he was admitted to the bar in 1917, he practiced 
in St. Joseph until 1924, at , hich time he was elected ci ty counselor, 
then he became circuit j udge, 1929-35, in which latter year he again 
became city coun elor, and later en tered pri,·ate law practice. He had 
a mi l itary record of service in orld VJar I ,  being in the Field Arti l­

lery. He was a member o f  the American Legion, the Presbyterian 
hurch, and a Colonel on the taff of Governor Phil .\f. Donnelly, as  

well a a regent o f  the  State Teachers College at .\faryville. On April 
22, 1920, he was married to Austa E. Gibson, and they were the parents 
of three children, Margaret J cane, Emma Laverne, Robert J oscph. He 

was raised in 'Nhi tesv illc Lodge Ko. 162 in 1915, served as master in 
1918, and dimitted in 1920 to affiliate with Zeredatha Lodge No. 189 
at St. Joseph. He was exalted in Savannah Chapter No. 83 in 19 19, 

dimitting to Mitchell Chapter �o. 14 at St. Joseph in 1929. He received 
the Cryptic degrees in St. Joseph Council Ko. 9 in  1924, serving as 
master in 1929. He was knighted in Hugh de Payens Commandery No. 

4, St .  Joseph, in 1929. His  death occurred October 5, 1953. 

Jol,n 1l1ilto11 Gallati11 was born on a farm in :Mercer County, near 

Half Rock, Missouri, July 28, 1890 ; the family moycd to Livingston 

County shortly thereafter, pu rchasing a farm two mi le north o f  

Chillicothe ; here he was educated in the  public schools, later graduat­

ing at the local normal school and began teaching ; each summer he  

at tended the normal school a t  Maryville and the University of Mis­
souri. In 1915 he was prevailed upon to become county clerk of Living­

ston County, where he remained until July 1, 1926, when he accepted 
the position of postmaster at Chillicothe ; he held commissions under 

both Presidents Coolidge and Hoover, but in 1934 he was elected pro­
bate j udge of the county, a position he st i l l  holds. November 27, 1907, 
he was married to Miss Maud Elizabeth Sparling and they have three 
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childre11, l loward Noble ; Andrey, now Mrs. arl Lohmar ; i\l artha 
Jea11 .  He has been a di rector of  the hamber of  Commer e,  charter 
member and past preside1 1t o f  the K iwanis Club, chairman of board o f  
deacons of  the Baptist Church, teacher of  the Men's Bibi  l : 1  , and 
member of the State Ex cntive Board of  the Missouri 13aptisl ·11eral 
Associatio11. He was made a faster Mason in Benevolcn • Lodi::- • o. 
1 70, at Utica, 1 1 i ssouri, in 1910 ; while superintendent of schools at 
Wheeling, he dimitted to Wheeling Lodge o. 434 in 191 1 ,  r ing a 
master in 1914 ; moving to hill icothe in 1915, he trans ferred his mem­
bership to Friendship Lodge No. 9. In the chapter he wa exalt cl in 
Lone Star Chapter o. 30 in 1917 and was high priest in 1920, lat r he 
was elected treasurer ; Chillicothe Council o. 28 greeted him in 1 9 1 7 ; 
in 1921 he was elected master, and in 1935 was elected Grand :.f ast r 
of the Grand Council. He was knighted in Paschal Command ry N . 
32 in 1920, and was commander i n  1929 and 1930. He is a memb r o f  
the Order o f  High Priesthood, the Order o f  the Silver Trow I, 1 1 i  ur i  
Lodge of Research. 

Tho mas Elwood Garrett was born 1Iarch 16, 1828, in Chester County. 
Pennsylvania ; he came to St. Lou is in 1851 ,  where for twenty-five 
years he followed literary work. As a writer he stood among the be t ;  
he was the author of "The Masque of the Muses," which is said to  
have provided needed income later in l i fe. To him goes c redit for the 
funeral service adopted by the Grand Lodge of  Missouri, which in 
i ts  day may have been satisfactory, but which has now become some­
what archaic. He received his degrees in Pride of the West Lodge 
No. 179 in 1861 ,  serving as master in 1863 and 1867 ; he was honored 
by election as Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Missouri in 1 871 . 
H e  was exalted in Missouri Chapter No. 1 in 1861 , but i n  1864 
affiliated with St. Louis Chapter No. 8, becoming high priest i n  1865, 
and still more wonderful, he was elected Grand High Priest of the 
Grand Chapter that same year. He was greeted in Hiram Council  
No. 1 ,  and by 1867 had attained the station of Grand Master of the 
Grand Council. Knighted in St .  Lou is Commandery No. 1 ,  in  1862, he 
served as Prelate in 1863-64. In September 1868, he was created a 
33 ° Scottish Rite Mason. He was the first President of the Order of  
H igh Priesthood. He died in  St. Louis June  30, 1905. 

Walter Warre,i Gar/Ii was born January 27, 1848, and at the time 
of his death, January 9, 1916, was one of Columbia's oldest native-born 
citizens. At the age of nineteen, he was married to Miss Eva Samuel. 
In 1873 he was admitted to the bar ; elected clerk of  the Circuit Court 
and ex-officio Recorder of  Deeds of  Boone County, in 1 874 and 
1878 ; appointed Judge of the Probate Court of  Boone County in 1890, 
resigning to accept the position of assistant cashier of the Exchang-e 
National Bank o f  Columbia. He was made a Master 1[ason in 
Twilight Lodge No. 1 14 March 1 5, 1869 ; after serving several years 
as secretary, he was elected master in 1872. He received the Capitular 
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degrees in 0l11mbia hapter No. 17 in May 1869, serving as high 
priest in 1873, 1874, 1895, 1 97. He recei,·ed the Cryptic degrees July 
16, 1872 and as ist ·d in the formation of :Melody Council No. 17, serving 
a ma t r in 1873, 1874, 1876-78, and elected Grand 1[aster of the Grand 

ouncil in 1874. The charter of �[elody Council wa arre ted in 1881, 
leaving him a non-affiliate. He wa knighted in St. Graal Commandery 

o. 12, J uly 16, 1869, er \'ing as commander in 1876, 1885, 1887, 
1 90-93 ; in 1878 he \\ as elected Deputy Grand Commander, but busi­
nes matters prevented hi at tendance at the annual concla,·e in 1880, 
and not being a candidate for ad ancement his official connection with 
the Grand ommandery cea ed. 

a111 1 1cl Arch Gillila11d, Gr:1nd :\faster of the Gra11d 011 11cil 1939-40, 
wa born at LaHarpe, Illinois, April 19, 187-l. "Sam" knew Lut two 
employer in forty- ix year-, fir t with  a bank and t ru t company 
(1893-1903), and the Rock Island Railway (1 903-39) .  On the occasion 
of his retirement he was given a dinner at Harvey's re taurant, in 
Kansas ity, by the passenger ag ·nts of Kansas City. He was married 
April 16, 1910, to �f r . [ary Loui e Brown who preceded him in 
death. He wa raised in Beatrice ( Xebr.) Lodge No. 26 in October, 
1 97, wa master in 1899-1901, dimit ting, in 1920, to affiliate with East 
Gate Lodge . ·o. 630, and in 1923 with Westport Lodge Ko. 34. He 
wa exal ted in Li,·ing ton Chap ter (Kehr.) Ko. 1 0, in 1899, serving 
a high priest in 1902, and dimitting in 1 920 to affiliate with Westport 

hapter . o. 134 in Kansas City. In Cryptic Masonry we find him 
receiving the degree in the council at Beatrice, Kebra ka-Rabboni 

ouncil o. 9, in 1902, dimittin,.,. in 1920 to affiliat e  with Westport 
ouncil No. 38 ; he served as master in 1933. He was knighted in Mt. 

Hermon Commandery No. 7 ( Nebr.) in 1903, dimitting in 1920 to 
affiliate with v\lestport Commandery No. 68. He was invited to become 
a member of Mary Conclave No. 5, Red Cross of Constantine, and later 
became its sovereign. He was a member of the Scottish Rite ; the 
Rotary Club; High Twelve; Kansas City Athletic Club; Kansas City 
Club ; Traffic Club; Chamber of Commerce; Order of High Priesthood 
in Nebraska, but affiliated with 1,Iissouri in 1926 ; the Order of the 
Silver Trowel ; Jesters ; Shrine ; Methodist Church. 

Noah M 011roc Giva11 was born in Indiana, December 1, 1840, and 
educated in the public schools of Indiana, Franklin College and the 
University of Indiana; he served as county treasurer, published a 
county newspaper, and " as superintendent of public schools, studying 
law at the same time ; he was admitted to the bar; in 1866 he moved 
to Harrisonville, Missouri, where he began the practice of law; he was 
judge of the 7th judicial circuit in 1880-86, when he resigned and 
moved to St. Louis. He soon retu rned to Harrisonville where he spent 
the rest of his life. However his death occurred in St. Louis, October 3, 
1 907, and his remains were taken to Harrisonville for burial. H e  was 
made a Freemason in Burns Lodge No. 55 (Ind.) in 1862, dimitting 
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lo affil iate with Lawrence Lodge No. 5 ( I nd . ) ,  and when as · Lodge 
No. 1'17 was organ ized in Harrisonville, in 1867, he 1 ,ecame a charter 
meml,cr and its maslcr ; in 1878 he was elected Grand -�,[aster o f  
t h e  Grand Lodisc of  M issouri ; for fi ftccn years h e  was chairm:11 1  o f  
the Grand Lod�c comm i i  Ice on a11p ·als and grievances, and wa • Presi­
dent of  the Board of Directors of the Masonic Home o f  "M is ouri fr 1 1 1  

i ts organization in 1889 unti l  his death. He  received the apitular 
degrees in I ndiana in 1865 ; at the organizat ion of  ignct hapt r 
No. 68, in 1870, he was a charter member and served as high pr icsl fou r 
terms ; he was Grand High Priest o f  the Grand hapter in 187 , and  
Grand Trea urcr from 1883 to 1907. He  received the ryp t ic degrees 
in Arcana Council o. 16, Harrisonville, in 1871 ,  wa master in I 74, 
and Grand 1-Iastcr of the Grand Council in 1875. He was knighted in 
Palestine Commandcry No. 17, Independence, in 187-l- ; he was a c harter 
member of  Bayard Commandcry l o. 26 at Harrisonvil le, serv in  a 
commander in 1875-77, 1880-86. While in St .  Lou is he assiste I in the 
formation o f  Bernard de Trcmelay Commandery No. 49 ( now de fu nct) ; 
he was Grand Commander of of the  Grand Commandery in 189 1 .  H e  
was treasurer o f  the Order o f  High Priesthood from 1 894 until  h is  
death, and Grand Treasurer o f  the Grand Chapter from 1883 to  1907. 

Hli/lia 111 Cooper Gleim was born at 1'1 t. Sterling, I l l inois, August 30, 
1858 ; he lived for more than twenty years at Webb City, Missou ri, 
later in Miami, Oklahoma, where he was city clerk. He  was m aster 
of  Webb City Lodge No. 512 in 1905. He was exalted in Webb City 
Chapter No. 1 1 9  in 1902, serving as high priest in 1908. He was greeted 
in Jasper Council No. 30, Joplin, in 1904, served as master in 1914, and 
Grand Master of  the Grand Council in 1919. The Order of the Temple 
was conferred in Ascension Commandery No. 39, Joplin, in 1903 and 
he was commander in 1907. His death occurred in Miami, Oklahoma, 
January 15, 1954. 

Charles Gurley was born January 18, 1874, at Birmingham, England. 
He was educated in Manchester, England, and September 6, 1898, was 
married to Edith Mary Hankin, and they were the parents of six 
children. March 17, 1903, he sailed from Liverpool, arriving in New 
York about March 25, and began his l i fe in America in St. Joseph, 
Missouri. He was connected with the Western Tablet and Stationery 
Company, and was a member of the Congregational Church. He was 
made a Master Mason in 1921 in Charity Lodge No. 331, and was 
master in  1927. He was exalted in Mitchell Chapter No. 14 in 1921 ,  
serving as high priest in 1927. He was greeted in St .  Joseph Council 
No. 9 in 1921 , serving as master in 1927, and Grand Master of  the 
Grand Council i n  1934. He was knighted in Hugh de Payens Com­
mandery No. 4 in 1921 ,  and was commander in 1933. He was a m ember 
of the Scottish Rite and served as treasurer in St .  Joseph Scottish 
Rite Cathedral Association. He was a member of  the Order o f  H igh 
P riesthood, O rder of the Silver Trowel, Knights York Cross o f  Honour, 
and the Shrine. His death occurred November 26, 1955. 
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/,Vi/liam C. Hall was born at Pit tsburgh, Pennsyh-ania, September 
10, 183 1 ,  and died in Kansas City, ).[ issouri, June 1 1 .  19 15. He was 
educat ed for the medical profe sion, attending Jefferson 1[edical Col­
lege, \ estern J< e erve ).[cdical and the Homeopathic ).[edical College. 
For a time he practiced at hagrin Falls ,  Ohio. Favoring the Union 
cau e ,  he volunteered in the ivil War a a major and su rgeon in the 
10th Ohio Volunt ·er Cavalry ; when the war ended he came to St. 
J o . eph, Mis ouri. He ,. a made a ).fa ter ).[a on in Golden Gate Lodge 

o. 245, at Chagrin Falls, Ohio, in 1860, a ffi l iating with St.  Joseph 
Lodge Ko. 18, in 1866. He is . aid to ha\'e been exalted in Quincy 

haptcr ·o. 5 in 1867, Quincy, I l linois, dimitt ing in 1869 to as ist in 
th form ation of ).f itchell hapter No. 14 ( then Ko. 89 ) in St. Jo eph, 
and wa high prie t in 1884. He ·was greeted in St .  Jo cph Council 
No. 9 in 1876, ma ter in 1881,  and Grand ).faster of  the Grand Council 
in 1883. Knighted in St. Jo eph Commandery No. 4 in 1878, he  was 
commander in 1880, and Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery 
in 1881 .  He was a Scottish Rite 1fason, a Shriner, and a member of 
the Red Cross of Constantine. 

E 111a1111el F. Harl=ell was born near Altoona, Pennsylvania, January 
9, 1 847. He attended public school in the winter and worked on a farm 
in the summer, assisting his father in his trade as a carpenter and 
j oiner ; he entered the employ of  the Pennsylvania Railroad, but in 
1863 the family moved to Covington, Ohio, where he enlisted in the 
U.  S. Army ; after he was mustered out in 1864 he again entered the 
employ o f  the railroad company, but meeting with an accident he  
resigned and returned to  h i s  parents. In 1865, he  re-enlisted with the 
8th Ohio Volunteers. Then, in 1866, he moved to the Ozarks in Missouri 
and engaged in the lumber business. In 1869 he moved to St. Joseph, 
Missouri, and, after a few years in various positions, he formed an 
insurance business which he  followed successful l) . He was made a 
Freemason in Charity Lodge No. 331 ,  St. Joseph, in 1886, and was 
master in 1 888 ;  he held Grand Lodge office several years, was secretary 
o f  the St. Joseph Board o f  Relief and was p resident for n ine years. 
He became a Royal Arch Mason in St. Joseph Chapter No. 14 in 1887, 
and was high priest in 1892. He was greeted in St. Joseph Council 
No. 9 in 1887, was master in 1892, and was elected Grand Master o f  
the Grand Council i n  1896. Knighted in St. Joseph ( now Hugh d e  
Payens )  Commandery No. 4 i n  1887, he was commander in  1 892, and i n  
1903 was elected Grand Commander o f  the Grand Commandery. He 
organized St. Joseph Conclave No. 9 of the Red Cross of Constantine 
in 1903 and was its first sovereign. That same year, at Peoria, I l l inois, 
he was appointed grand marshal of the Grand Imperial Council, and 
was also elected to  membership i n  what  was then known as  the 
"Supreme Grand Chapter" and made a Knight Grand Cross. His death 
occurred November 6, 1919. 

James L. H ecke11lively was born i n  Gentry County, Missouri, August  
1 8, 1863, and died at  Springfield, which had been his  home for many 
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y,·ars, August 28, 1938. He  was an architect and many buildings 
throughout :M issouri evidence his ability. He began his Masonic li fe 
in Solomon Lodge No. 27 1 ,  at Springfield, in 1901, and wa ma ter in 
1905. Exalted in Springfield Chapter No. 15 in 1903, he became high 
priest in 1908 and 19 1 1 .  He was greeted in Zabud ouncil o .  25 in 
1904, master in 1907, 1908, and Grand Master of the Grand ouncil 
in 1914. He was knighted in St. John's Commandery No. 20 in 1903 
and was commander in 1907. He was a member of the Red ro s of 
Constantine at  Joplin, the Order of H igh Priesthood, and act ive in 
the Shrine. 

Robel'/ J,Vcslcy Hedrick was born at Ottumwa, Iowa, January 22, 
1882. H e  was married December 21,  191 1 ,  to ?vliss Emily A. Ti tjen and 
they have a son, Robert Wesley, J r. , and a daughter, Mary Margaret 
( now lvf rs. Frank M. Pollard ) .  The family are Presbyterians and 
Brother Hedrick has devoted much time to the work of his church. 
Following completion of school in Iowa, he was employed for six 
years in the ticket and passenger department o f  the Burlington Rail­
road ; leaving their employ he went to Wyoming, then to Cole amp, 
1'1issouri, in 1907, where his personal popularity landed him in the 
house of representatives during the 48th and 49th general assemblies. 
Then he turned to law, and in January 1921 was appointed attorney in 
the corporation department of the State, but in  1 922 the Missouri Tele­
phone Association acquired his services as secretary and attorney, and 
he continues in that capacity to the present time. He has had service 
in the Iowa and Missouri National Guard. Sedalia Lodge made him a 
Master Mason July 7, 1909 ; he is now affiliated with Jefferson Lodge 
No .  43, at J efferson City. He was exalted in Sedalia Chapter N o. 18,  
191 0, and affiliated with J efferson City Chapter No. 34 in 1934, serving 
as high priest in 1 941 .  He was greeted in  Ezra Council No. 32 in 1 92 1 ,  
was master i n  1926, and Grand Master o f  the Grand Council in  1 936. 
Knighted in St. Omer Commandery No. 1 1 ,  at Sedalia, in 1910 ,  he  
affiliated with Prince of Peace Commandery No.  29, j efferson City, 
was commander in 1933, and Grand Commander of the Grand Com­
mandery in 1948. He holds membership in the Scottish Rite, St. 
Chrysostom Conclave of the Red Cross of Constantine, the Order of  
High Priesthood, Order of the  Silver Trowel, and Missouri Lodge 
of Research. 

/,f/i/liam H. Herrick was born at Belleville, Ontario, November 4, 
1852 ; in 1854 the family moved to Vermont ; in 1875 he completed his 
education at the University of Vermont ; for fourteen years he l ived 
in Michigan ; 1889 he came lo Chicago, Il l inois, where he remained 
ten years before coming to St. Louis; Missouri. For many years he 
was • manager of the St. Louis agency of the Massachusetts ·Mutual 
Life Insurance Company. He was made a Freemason in Jonesv ille, 
M ichigan, in Lafayette Lodge No. 1 6 ;  after affiliation with Oak Park 
( I ll .) Lodge No. 540, he was elected master in 1897. He was exalted 
in Michigan, affiliating with Cicero ( Il l . )  Chapter No. 180 at Austin, 
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Illinois, and finally with St. Louis Chapter No. 8 in 1905. Tyre Council 
No. 1 0, Grand Rapid , �[ ichigan, greeted him in 1887 ; he dimitted to 
Hiram Council No. 1, in St. Loui , and was ma ter in 1907, and in 
1912  was elected Grand Ma ter oi the Grand Council. Knighted in 
Siloam Commandery No. 54 ( Ill.) in 1 893, he was commander in 
1897, affiliating with St. Aldemar Commandery No. 18 in 1908, and 
serving as commander. He was a Scot tish Rite Ma on, \ a president 
of the St. Louis Masonic Temple Association, and held membership 
in Medinah Temple of the Shrine in Chicago. He died July 1 6, 1921 .  

Walter Alle11 Higbee, Grand :Master of the Grand Council in 1938, 
was a son of Edward Higbee, a most distinguished past grand master 
of the Grand Lodge of Missouri. \Valter was born in Lancaster, 1•[is­
souri, September 4, 1881, and was educated in the schools there ; in 
1903 he received the degree of A.B. from �Iissouri Univer ity, and in 
1905 LL.B. from Washington University. He began the practice of 
law at Lancaster, where he has continued to live. In  l\fay 1907, he was 
married to Miss Edna Reeves and they became the parents of a daughter, 
Elizabeth (now Mrs. L. F. Coltey). In 19 14 he was elected prosecuting 
attorney, re-elected in 1916, of Schuyler County. In World War I 
he was government appeal agent under the Selective Service Act, and was 
chairman of the Liberty Loan Drive, and Federal Food Administrator 
for the county. In 1922, 1923 he represented his cou nty at the Missouri 
Constitutional Convention. In 1926 he was elected judge of the 37th 
j udicial circuit, and was re-elected for several terms thereafter. In 
Lancaster we find him president of a bank, teacher of a woman's Bible 
class, a trained musician, experienced in public speaking, and with a 
hobby of breeding fine Herefords. He was initiated, passed and raised 
in Lodge of Love o. 259, at Lancaster, in 1902-03. He was exalted 
in Eastern Star Chapter No. 29, Memphis, Missouri, in October 1907. 
He received the Cryptic degrees in Solomon Council No. 26, at Milan, 
Missouri, in 1916, serving as master in 1921 ; he dimitted in order to 
form Kirksville Council No. 44 in 1 928. He received the Order of 
Knighthood in Memphis Commandery No. 41 in 1908. dimitting in 
19 14 to Ely Commandery No. 22, Kirksville, but returning to Memphis 
Commandery in November 1928, and serving as commander in 1942. 

Bruce Harmon Html was born at Forest City, Missouri, January 29, 
1 913. He was married December 26, 1936, to Miss Irene Spencer, a 
teacher ; they are the parents of two children, Stephen Dennis and 
Suzanne; the family are Methodists. Bruce was educated in the public 
schools at Kirksville, and graduated from high school at New Bloom­
field in 1 931. He began work as an apprentice in mechanical dentistry 
and for several years operated the Superior Dental Laboratory in  
Kirksville, resigning that work in 1946 to  devote himself to  teaching 
Masonic ritual as grand lecturer of the Grand Chapter, Royal Arch 
Masons of Missouri. He is an experienced airplane pilot and has served 
as a civilian flight instructor. He began his Masonic l ife by initiation 
in Adair Lodge No. 366 in 1936, and was elected master in 1 940. After 
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snvi11g as district I c1 11rer of the Grand Lodge, 1940-46, 19-19-50, he 
Lega11 asce11t i1 1 the Gra1 1d Lodge line and has now r 'a ·hcd th • stat ion 
o f  Sc11ior Grand Warden ; for several year he crvcd 011 the ril llal 
commit tee. ] le is a mem\Jcr of the Misso11ri Lodge of R •scar h, whi h 
he has served as master. 1 I e was exal ted in aldwcll haptcr No. 53, 
at I irksville, in 1936 and was high pric,t in 1941. 1 1  e wa • a11oi11t '<l to 
the High Pric ·thood in 1941. He was greeted in Kirksvill ' ou1 1  i i  
No. 44 in 1937 and became master in 1942 ; he was placed in the ra11<l 

011ncil line and, in 1951, wa elected Grand 1\ra ter ; he i an honorary 
member of several grand co11ncil , and is a member of the Order f 
the Silver Trowel ; he was one of the committee which had to do with 
the pl a11ning and completion of the Cryptic Room in the V•/a hington 
1[cmorial at Alexandria, \ irginia. Ely Commandery No. 22, at Kirk -
ville, knighted him in 1939 and he was commander in 19-14 ; he is a 
member of the Pa t ommandcrs' Associa tion. He was in tall d a 
member of t. hry ostom onclave Ko. 36, Red ross of onstan­
tine in 1945 ; he has been active in Missouri Priory o. 17 o f  the 
Knights o f  the York Cross of Honour, and the Allied 1[asonic Degree , 
bei1 1g a member o f  the Grand Council. Other organizations with which 
he is connected arc the Order of the Bath, Knights Templar Priest ,  
Knight Masons of Ireland, DeMolay Legion of Honor, Grand College 
of Rites, 1[oila Temple, Philalethes Society, the Scottish Rite. 

Kipp Cliar/c/011 Jo/i11so11 was born March 3, 1885 in St. Francoi 
County, 1[issouri. In May 1906, he entered the employ o f  a well known 
Southeast 1Iissouri l umber concern at Poplar Bluff, Missouri, and in 
1916 participated in the organization o f  the Ruth Lumber Company, 
being elected secretary of the company in 1923. He was president o f  
the Chamber of Commerce in 1921, and president o f  the local Kiwanis 
Club in 1928. He served many years as a member of the board of edu­
cation, and as president in 1924 and 1925, vice-president o f  the 
Y.M.C.A., and secretary-treasurer of the official board o f  the Christian 
Church, of which he was a member. June 8, 1910, he married Miss 
Allie Vern Curtner, of Hazelton, Indiana, and they were the parents 
of two sons, Kipp Curtner and Charles Vernon. He was made a 
Master Mason in Poplar Bluff Lodge No. 209 in 1908, and was master 
in 1916; he served as district deputy grand master and grand lecturer 
1919-20. In Poplar Bluff Chapter No. 114, he was exal ted in 1910 and 
became high priest in 1918. The Cryptic degrees were con [erred by 
Poplar Bluff Council No. 27 in 1917, he was elected master in 1920, 
and in 1929 became Grand Master. He was knighted in Poplar Bluff 
Commandery No. 67 in 1919 and was elected commander in 1924. H e  
was a member o f  the Order of High Priesthood. His death occurred 
• ovember 21, 1953. 

William Edward Jolmso11 was born on a farm near Craw fordsville, 
Indiana, N ovcmbcr 8, 1861. He was raised a Quaker, but later affiliated 
with the Methodist Church; he was educated in a Quaker school, later 
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at tending Earlham ollege in Indiana. He b gan his career working i n  
a raw fordsville clothing store ; he came \Ve t, w orki11,... for six years 
at Elk ity, Kansa , and then to Joplin, � l i s  ouri. He ,, a rais d in 

ar on Lodge ·o. 132 whi le a re,ident of Elk i ty, Ka11 a . , but 
a 1l iated, in 1893, ,, i th Fellow hip Lodge Ku . .J.15 a t  J oplin, and en·ed 
as ma ter in 1914. I I  ,, a. ·xalted in 1887 in a chapter at rawfords,· il le , 
I n d iana ; for a time he held mcmLer hip in Key lone hapter X o. 22 
a t  Elk i ty, I ;111 as, and then affiliated ,1 ith Joplin hapter i's o. 9 1 ,  
i n  I 97, bc.:coming high pric t i n  1910. The ryptic degrc.:l!s were con­
ferred by J a per 01111cil X o. 30 in 1900, ,, here hl! became ma tcr in 
1 9 10, and Grand :\la ter o f  the Grand 01 1 11cil in 1931 .  Craw fordsville 

ommandery . o. 25 conferred the Order o f  K11 ighthood in 1888 ;  he 
affiliated with A cen ion ommandery X o. 39, a t  Joplin, in 1895 and 
, a elected commander in 1908. He wa a member of the Order o f  
l l igh P rie thood, the colt ish Rite, and St .  Andrew' Conclave o f  the 
Red ross of  onstantine. His death occurred at Joplin, FclJruary 23, 
1 938. 

C:i•rus J-Io11s/011 ]011es was born April 2, 1863, in Pu laski County, 
l\fi ouri. He was educated in the country school and complet d his 
education at the Rolla School of �fines ; he did not follow the line of 
hi schooling, but began l ife as a la1 yer, then the insurance business 
which he found to his liking ; in 1890 he entered the home office of  the 
American Central Li fe Insurance Company in St. Louis, re igning as 
auditor of the company in 1896 to practice law with Frederick H .  
Bacon ; he  was admitted to  practice in  1898, but in 1899 formed a part­
nership with his brother at Rolla, where he spent the remainder of his 
l i fe. He was made a Freemason in Rolla Lodge 'o. 2 13  in  1891 ,  Lut 
dimit t ed to Occidental Lodge Ko. 163, where he received his 2• and 
3 ° ; he was elected master of the lodge in  1898 and served as district 
deputy grand master and grand lecturer. He was exalted in  St. Louis 
Chapter No. 8 in  1894, dimitting to affiliate with Rolla Chapter Ko. 32 
in 1901 .  He  was greeted in Hiram Council No. 1 in 1894, was master 
in 1897 and became Grand Master of  the Grand Council in 1902. H e  
was knighted in  St. Aldemar Commandery Ko. 1 8  in 1895, dimitt ing to 
assist in the formation of Rolla Commandery No. 59, being its fi rst 
commander in  1890. He received the Scot tish Rite degrees in 1898. He 
dimitted from all the bodies in 1905. 

Fredcricll A. Kage was born in Cape Girardeau, l\Iissouri, April 4, 
1 848, and was educated in the public schools of that city. He  served 
his community as sheriff and marshal, and for several years was a 
deputy revenue collector ; from 1871 to 1894 he operated a livery 
establishment. He  was made a Freemason in St. �!ark's Lodge �o. 93 
in 1872, and served as master 1889-95 ; he was a district deputy grand 
master of his lodge district. Exalted in Wilson Chapter Ko. 75 in 1 873, 
he was high priest in 1891,  1892, 1894 ; he received the Order o f  H igh 
Priesthood in 1891 .  Cryptic degrees were conferred in Charleston 
Council No. 8 ( now defunct) in 1875, but transferred to Cape Council 
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No. 20 to become a charter member, serving as master in 1893. He 
reccivecl the Orders of  Knighthood in St. Lou is ommanclcry No. 1 ,  
i n  1899, dimilling t o  assist i n  the formation of  ape Girarclcau om­
rnandery No. 55 in 1890, and was commanclcr in 1901. He was Grand 
Master of the Grancl Council in 1895 ; his add re ·s occupied two pa cs 
of the procecclings ,  and he never visited a council during his term 
of office. H c died October 6, 1932. 

l;.dwi11 K111tdsc11 was born March 13, 1909, at Concord ia, Kan as. H e  
was married December 31 ,  1935, to Miss Louise Forsythe Fischl r ;  
there arc two chilclren, Richard Edwin and Karen Louise. He is presi­
clent and general manager of of Central Farm Products, one of Tren­
ton's largest industries. He was educated in the grade schools i n  the 
United States and a high school and dra fting school in Denmark ; he 
attended Cornell University, but did not graduate. He is a Presbyterian, 
a member of many local organizations in Trenton, member of the 
Board of  Public Works, country club, and such allied 1fasonic degrees 
as Knight Masons of Ireland, Order of Cork, Order of the Bath, 
Societas Rosicruciana, Knights Templar Priest, Allied Masonic De­
grees, Grand College of Rites, Past Commanders' Association, Order 
of High Priesthood, Order of the Silver Trowel, the Scottish R ite, 
Moila Temple, and St. Chrysostom Conclave Red Cross of Constan­
tine ; he is an honorary member of the Grand Councils of Arkansas, 
Kansas and I llinois. He rendered great service to the General Grand 
Council as chairman of the committee which planned and completed 
the Cryptic room in the great Alexandria Wash ington Memorial. He 
received the symbolic degrees in Ossia Lodge No. 3 17, Westboro, 
Pennsylvania, but affiliated with Trenton Lodge No. 1 1 1  in 1943, and 
was elected master in 1946. He was exalted in Trenton Chapter No. 66 
in 1943, and served as high priest in 1948. Greeted in Trenton Council 
No. 37 in 1943, he was master in 1947, and Grand Master of the 
Grand Council in 1952. He was knighted in God frey de Bou illon 
Commandery No. 24 in 1943, serving as commander in 1951 .  He entered 
the Knights York Cross of Honour in 1951. 

Hli/liam Frederick K11/1 11 was generally regarded as one of the 
nation's best known Freemasons, his Masonic activity extending to all 
branches of the fraternity in  which he left an impress. He was born 
April 15, 1849, near Lyons, N ew York ; his parents were German and 
later moved to Mendon, Michigan. Dr. Kuhn entered Wittenburg Col­
lege, Springfield, Ohio, graduating in 1875 with the degree of A .B. ; 
in 1878 he received the A.M. degree. For a time he acted as principal 
of schools in Belle Center and DeGraff, Ohio, then entered the Jefferson 
?-.ifedical College in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, graduating in 1884. H e  
came t o  El Dorado, Kansas, where h e  practiced his pro fession unt i l  
1888, when he came to Kansas City, Missouri. Here he taught in 
medical schools for many years, at the same time carrying on a 
practice ; he once served the State as superintendent of the state hos-
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pita) at Farmington, :\fi ouri, and later at t. Joseph. He  was made 
a Frecma on while living at Belle Center, Ohio, in Belle Center Lodge 

'o. 347, in I 77 ; when he went to Kansas he affiliated with Patmos 
Lodge 'o. 97, erving as ma ter ; in I 9 he affiliated with Temple 
Lodg • Ko. 299 in I ansa City, transferring, in 1 95, to form York 
Lodge No. 563 and to Lecome its first master. He was grand orator 
of  the Grand Lodge in 1892, and so distinguished himsel f Lr hi s 
eloquence that he was placed in the line, becoming Grand �lnster in 
1903. He wa one o f  ?lli souri' fir t representatives n the George 
\o\ ashington Kational Masonic Y[emorial As ociat ion. He wa made a 
Royal Arch ?\fa son in Lafayette Chapter Ko. 60, Belle fontaine, Ohio, in 
1882, affiliated with El Dorado hapter . • o. 35 in 1886, and finally 
with Orient hapter Ko. 102, Kansas City, where he served for three 
years, 1891-93, as high priest, and wa Grand High Priest of the 
Grand Chapter in 1897. He wa active in the national organization and, 
in 1921, became General Grand High Priest ; he , as chairman o f  the 
committee that prepared the General Grand Chapter ritual adopted at 
Baltimore in 1918. He was equally at home in Cryptic l\fasonry­
greeted in Hiram Council No. 1, 1892, St. Louis, and was a charter 
member and first ma ter o f  Shekinah Council No. 24, 1892, in Kansas 
City-and strann-er yet-he was Grand l\faster of the Grand Council 
in 1893. He  was one o f  those responsible for the dramatizing o f  the 
ritual o f  the Super Excellent :\[aster degree and o ften portrayed the 
part of Jeremiah. He was knight d in El Dorado Commandery No. 19, 
Kansas, in 1887, serving as commander in 1888; affiliated with Oriental 
Commandel")' . 'o. 35, Kansas City, in 1889, and served as commander 
in 1893, and was Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery in 
1910. H e  was active in the Grand Encampment, serving on its juris­
prudence committee many years. He was a member of Mary Conclave 
No. 5, Red Cross of Constantine, and its first Sovereign, and in 1902 
was Grand Sovereign of the Grand Imperial Council; he received the 
Grand Cross in the Supreme Grand Chapter o f  the Order in Boston 
in 1899. He was a Scottish Rite :\fason 32 °, in Kansas City. He died 
in Kansas City September 1, 1924, a week be fore he was to preside over 
the General Grand Chapter. A bronze and marble memorial was un­
veiled in 1943, the gift o f  his 1vfasonic friends and bodies. 

Bert Sid11e3, Lee was born October 30, 1871, at :Mansfield, Missouri. 
He was married December 27, 1893, to Miss Mabelle Ida Lingsweiler, 
of Lebanon, Missouri. and they became the parents of five children. 
His education was secured in the Springfield public schools and Drury 
College ; he served the latter institution as a trustee for several years ; 
for fi fteen years he was president of the local Y.M.C.A., and forty 
years was a trustee in the Springfield :Masonic Temple Association. 
H e  was a member o f  St. Paul's Methodist Church, serving as treasurer 
fi fteen years, and steward fifty years. He was made a Freemason in 
the lodge at Sparta, Missouri, in 1893, affiliating with Gate of the 
Temple Lodge, at Springfield, serving as master in 1899, 1900, 1907 ; 
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l ie was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge in 1922. Exalted in Vinci!  
Chaplt-r No. 1 10,  he �ervccl as hil{h priest in 1901 -3-9 and elected Grand 
] l igh Pril -sl of  the Grand Chapter in  192 1 .  He was gr ele<l in Zalmd 
Council No. 25, a l  Spri11glielcl, served as master in 190-1-, and Grand 
Master of the Grand 011 11cil in 1910 ; he was General · ra1 1d Master 
of  the General Grand haplcr U . .  A. in 1924-27. I f e was knighted 
in St.  J ohn's Commandery No. 20 in 1897, was commander in 1902, and 
Gra11d Commaml · ·r of the Grand ommandcry in 191 1 .  He received 
the Order of H igh Priesthood in 1901 ; was a member of  l .  hristopher 
Conclave of  the Red Cross of Constantine, and sovereign in 1918 ; he 
was a member of Joplin onsistory of the Scottish Rite, a member f 
Knights York Cross o f  Honour, and an emeritus v ice-president o f  th 
Gcorg-e Washington l\fasonic National Memorial. He died in Spring­
field, l\farch 6, 1957. 

l /lil lia111 A. Lord was Grand Master of the Grand Council in 1886 ; 
he had received the Cryptic degrees in St. J oscph Council No. 9 in  
1880, and was master in 1883 and 1887 ; he dimitted in November 1894, 
and we have no in formation as to whether he affiliated elsewhere for 
he took <limits from lodge, chapter, council and commandery. He came 
to Missouri from Edgefield Lodge No. 254, Tennessee, affiliated with 
Charity Lodge in St. J oscph, in June 1879 ; he was master of  the lodge 
in 1 884. He was exalted in Mitchell Chapter No. 89 (now No. 14) in 
St. Joseph, in 1879, serving as high priest in 1 881. He was knighted 
in Hugh de Payens Commandel')' No. 4 in 1879 and was commander 
in 1884. 

Frank P. M cA tee, Grand Master of the Grand Council in 1 927, was 
born at Cuba, Missouri, February 25, 1874. His  mother having died 
when he was three years old, and his father when he was five, he was 
raised in  the home of an uncle, who, in 1884, was l iving in Benton 
County, Arkansas, and here he attended rural and town schools. He 
was teaching school at the age of nineteen ; then he attended a teachers 
college in Emporia, Kansas, and, in 1898, began to teach again.  In 1902, 
he accepted a position in the office o f  the quartermaster general in 
Y./ashington, D. C., resigning to move to Salem, Missouri, where he 
took up the sale o f  insurance ; in 1912 he set up his own agency in 
Springfield. He was initiated in Salem Lodge No. 225, affiliating with 
United Lodge No. 5, at Springfield, and serving as master in 1918.  
He was exalted in Vinci) Chapter No. 1 10, Springfield, in 1 914, dimitting 
to Springfield Chapter No. 15. He was greeted in Zabud Council No. 25 
in 19 15, was master in 1921 .  He was knighted in St. John's Commandery 
No. 20, in  1 9 18. He was head of the DeMolay organization in Spring­
field for several years, active in the Christian Church, the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Y.M.C.A., the Deaconess Hospital, and president, 
in 1920, of the Kiwanis Club. He was on the Temple Association Board, 
the Missouri Home Savings Association, and the Boy Scouts o f  
America. His  later Masonic and civic history was somewhat unfortu• 
nate, being suspended by his lodge in 1 934. 
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Allan McDowell wa born ).farch 9, 1833 in Randolph County, Ar­
kansa ; the family 1110\·cd to Dade County, ).I issouri, w here he received 
his elementary education. At the age of en:ntcen he cnkrcd the office 
of the circuit and county clerk as deputy to his father, who held both 
po i t ions. Hi great service to Freemasonry wa, rendered as grand 
lecturer, a posi t ion he held frum 1870 until his death ).fay 6, 1906. He 
·n tercd Freema onry through \,\lashing-ton Lodge �o. Si, at Green field, 

Mi  souri, being master in 1859 and 1860 ; he \\ as started in Grand 
Lodge line in 1867, Lut resigned to take o\·er the lecturer po. t .  H c was 
cx,1 l tcd in Springfield Chapter ?\o. 15 in 1859, dimitting to Lccomc a 
charter member of Greenfield Chapter No. 38, and serving as high 
priest ; he also became grand lecturer of the Grancl Chapter, and in 
1 92 wa elected Grand High Prie t. He received the Cryptic degrees 
in Sedalia Council No. 5, in 1870, and ·was Grand ).laster of the Grand 

ouncil  in 1872 ; he was appointed Grand Lecturer of the Grand 
ouncil in 1875 and served several years. He was knighted in O 'Sullh·an 
ommandery No. 15 ,  at Nevada, in 1870, and assisted in the formation 

of commanderies at Springfield and Greenfield ; he Or"anized the com­
mandery at Jefferson City and became its first commander ; in  1888 
he was elected Grand Commander of the Grand Commandcry. He was 
a member of  the Order of High Priesthood. In  1872 he received the 
Scot tish Rite degrees ( 4- 14) from Albert Pike. 

James Robert McLacMa11, for many years grand lecturer of the 
Grand Lodge and Grand Master of the Grand Council in 192--t, was born 
in Clermont County, Ohio, January 2, 1858 ; at fourteen he came to 
Missouri to l ive with his sister and settled near Kahoka. He was 
educated in the public schools and for several years taught in them ; 
he was elected county school commissioner of Clark County, then he 
became an examiner of land titles, but, in 1906, at the death of Allan 
McDowell, then grand lecturer, he accepted the position in which he 
spent the rest of his active l i fe, resigning i n  1934 to be made an emeritus 
lecturer. The station of Grand Master of the Grand Council was the 
only other position he ever held. He was made a Freemason in Hiram 
Lodge No. 362, at Kahoka, in  1891, and was master in  1894-95. He  
was exalted i n  Kahoka Chapter in  1906, while it  was under dispensation, 
and served as high priest in 1909. He was greeted in Solomon Council 
No. 26, at Milan, in  1907, and was master in  1908. Knighted in Memphis 
Commandery No. 41 i n  1906, he dimitted, i n  1914, to affiliate with St. 
Bernard Commandery No. 52 at Milan, and served as commander in 
19 16. He  was president of the Order o f  High Priesthood 1929-33. His  
death occurred Ju ly 17 ,  1944. 

Thomas Ale:ra11der Mi/bum was born in St. Mary's County, Mary­
land, July 1 1 , 1854. At the age of eighteen he came to Missouri, settl ing 
near  Springfield, then went to V./arren County and later to Henry 
County. In 1888 the family moved to Kansas City. Most of his l ife was 
spent in serving the various 1fasonic bodies as secretary and recorder. 
He was init iated in June, 1894, in Temple Lodge No. 299 ; was master 
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o f  the  lodge in 1899. H • was exalted in Ori nt hapter o. 102, and 
in 190 1 was high priest ,  exalting I 13 candidates du ring hi , yea r-at 
that time a record. I l e  was greeted in hekinah ouncil o. 24 in 1895, 
serving as ma�ter in 1902 and greeting 105 candidates during hi t rm; 
in 1908 he became Grand Master of the Grand ouncil . H e  was knighted 
in Oriental ommandery No. 35 in I )95, being command 'r in 1903. Then 
he was elected secretary and recorder of .-ill t h  sc groups. He , a · a 
member o f  the Red Cross o f  onstantine, the hrine and col tish 
Rite. He died April 4, 1919. 

Louis litl al/er was born at Florissant, near t. Loui , No ember 2 , 
1853. He beg.-in work ;it the age of twelve with ;i firm that manu fac­
tnred buck ts and barrels; he remained there four year , accepting 
employment with Sylvester and Company, spending five years as a coach 
builder. In 1879 he joined Nathan Card and Company, manu facturing 
c.-irriagcs. In 1887, with a cousin Frank Joseph Rapp, he organized the 
Rapp & Moller Carriage Company at 2222 Pinc Street; they manu­
fac tured buggies. The advent of the automobile made their business 
obsolete so that for the next twenty years they painted automobiles 
and rebuilt auto tops. He w.-is a member of West Gate Lodge o. 445 
( 1895) and master in 1899 ; he served as dist rict deputy grand master 
in 1905. He was exalted in St. Louis Chapter No. 8 in 1892. Greeted in 
Hiram Council No. 1 in 1893, he was master in 1911, and Grand 
Master o f  the Grand Council in 1920; he was grand lecturer from 
1923 until his death December 5, 1930. He was knighted in St. Aldemar 
Commandery No. 18 in 1892, and was commander in 1910. He was 
made a 33° Scottish Rite Mason in 1905. 

Jo/m Henry M11rpl,y was born in New York, July 29, 1856, and was 
educated in the public schools there; he began his active l ife as a 
reporter on the New York Eve11 i11g E.t:press; later he moved to Chi­
cago, Illinois, where he and a brother engaged in the pork-packing 
business, but in 1885 he came to Kansas City, Missouri, to continue 
the same l ine of work, holding an executive position in one of the 
nation's largest meat establishments. He entered Freemasonry through 
Kansas City Lodge No. 220 in 1887, and was master in 1892. Exalted 
in Orient Chapter No. 102 in 1889, he was high priest in 1896. The 
Cryptic degrees were received in Hiram Council No. 1, St. Louis, in 
1891, and he returned to Kansas City to assist in the formation of 
Shekinah Council No. 24 in 1892, being master in 1897 ; in that same 
year he entered the l ine of the Grand Council , being elected grand 
master in 1900. He died September 3, 1910, at Peoria, Ill inois. 

Walter Herman Niestraf/, was born in St. Louis, February 19, 1884, 
and was educated in the public schools of that city. For many years 
he represented an industrial concern in St. Louis as purchasing agent, 
finally engaging in business for himself selling heating supplies. He 
was a member of George Washington Lodge No. 9, and master in 
19 18. Exalted in Oriental Chapter No. 78, he became high priest in 
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1922. He  was reeted in Hiram Council Xo. l in 1925, wa master in 
1930, and in 19-16 wa elected grand master of the Grand Council. He 
, a knighted in Ascalon Commandery Ko. 16 in  19-12, and \\ 3 captain 
gcneral-elect at the time of hi death, December 12, 19-17. He taught 
a unday chool cla s in the Centenary ::\[ethodi t Church, and hi 
death occurred in tlw church immediately after addre sing the class. 
I I e  was a member of the Order of Hinh Frie thood, and l1ad r eceived 
the coltish Rite degrees in 1911, and the 33° in 1923. 

A 11 //,011y O'Sullivan wa born in ounty Kerry, Ir  land, Kovemher 
29, I 0 . He came to America in 1838, locating in Xcw Or leans, 
Louis iana, where, on January 30, 18-11, he wa married to i\[is ::\[ary 
Drake. He came to Arrow Rock, :\[is-ouri, in :\larch 1817, where he 
wa ini tiated, passed and raised a :\laster :Mason in 1846. He was 
cxalted in Boonville Chapter Ko. 5 in 18-19, but affiliated with St. Louis 

hapter o. 1 in 1852, erving as high priest 1853-59. He was knighted 
in t. Louis Comandery No. l in 1852. He became grand master of 
the Grand Council of :Vfi ssouri at its organization in 1864, being deputy 
grand master of I llinois at the time. He became grand secretary of 
the Grand Chapter in ?-.fay, 1854, and grand recorder of the Grand Com­
mandery, ser ving until his death August 11, 1866. He was Missouri's 
fir t inspector general of  the Scottish Rite, serving from 1859 un til 
his death. 

Jolm Rolph Parso11 was born in Buffalo, Kew York, Februarr 24, 
1839, coming to St. Louis in 1859 where he spent the remainder of his 
l i fe. In  1895 he established a Masonic supply company and operated 
it for several years. In 1904 he was named grand secretary of the 
Grand Lodge and held that position until his retirement in 1921; he 
died April 8, 1924. He was accepted in Aurora Lodge No. 267 in 1869, 
being master in 1878, and was grand master of the Grand Lodge in 
1892 ; in 1893 he became grand treasurer, resigning to accept the po­
sition of grand secretary in 1904. He was exal ted in Bellefontaine 
Chapter No. 25 in 1871, being high priest in 1872, 1882, 1883, 1888; he 
became grand high priest in 1892. Greeted in Hiram Council Ko. 1 
in 1871, he was master in 1880, and grand master of the Grand Council 
in 1881. He was knighted in St. Aldemar Commandery No. 18 in 1871, 
commander in 1874, and grand commander of the Grand Commandery 
in 1877. Thus he headed all the bodies of the York Rite. He received 
the Scottish Rite degrees at the hands of Albert G. Mackey in 1881 
and in  1890 the 33 ° . He held the position of  general grand treasurer 
in the General Grand Chapter O.E.S., 1883-89. 

William Ridgeway Penick was born in Boone County, Missouri, 
May 20 (or 21) , 1829, and died December 4 (or 5) 1891. He came, 
with his parents, to Missouri at the age of eight, settling in what was 
then known as the Platte Purchase. Most of his life was spent in 
the drug and book business. During the Civil War he was a suppor ter 
of the Union cause and organized what was called the "Unconditional 
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Union l 1 1b of 1\[ isso11 ri." During the war he held five m i l itary ·om­
m i,,ions, finally bcini:: Bri�adi\·r General of th Norl hwe·tem Mi  so11ri 
1\l il it ia. I l e served B11chan:111 Co11nly as  coroner and "t .  J oseph as 
co11nc- i lman and mayor ; he b •came pres id  'nl  of  the I .  J oseph : 1 1 1d  
Dcnv -r Railroad Company. On March 1 ,  1856, he was made a Ma son 
in St. J oseph Lodge o. 7 , . erving- as master two y ar • lat ·r, and in 
1861 he was Grand 1\f aster of the Grand Lodge. He  was cxal l  ·cl in 
St. Joseph hapter No. 14  ( now Mitchell hapter No. 14) in  I 56, 
was high prie t in 1860 and grand high prie t of the Grand Chapter 
in 1861 .  I n  1877 he was Grand Master of the Grand ouncil, being a 
charter member o f  St. Joseph Council No. 9. At the t ime he was 
Grand High Priest, he was also Grand ommander of  the Grand 

ommandcry, having a ided in the organization o f  t .  J oseph om-
mandcry No. 4 in  1859. He was a 32 ° member of the cotti h R i te. 

Elijnl, H1111gcrford Plrclps, grand master o f  the Grand ouncil in 
1897, was born at Hadlyme, Connecticut, J anuary 4, 1 840. He was 
ed11cated in the normal school ; teaching in Connecticut and New J ers y, 
be fore coming west to lllinois where he continued to teach nine years. 
Then he tu rned to newspaper work for twleve years unti l  he landed a 
clerkship in the I l l inois Legislature. I n  1882 he came to Kansas City, 
1\[issouri, and was in real estate business until h is  death February 18 ,  
1904. His w i fe was active in the Order of the  Eastern Star and held 
grand chapter office, while he served the same organization as grand 
patron in 1899. He was a member of Lodge No. 263, in I l linois, affiliat­
ing with Rural Lodge No. 3 16, in lvf i ssouri, in  1882 ; in 1889 he became 
the first master of Fides Lodge UD ( later consolidated w ith H eroine 
Lodge No. 104) , but he returned to Rural Lodge. He was a member 
o f  Orient Chapter No. 102, having been exalted in  1 884. Greeted in 
Shekinah Council  No. 24 in 1892, he  was master in 1894. He  was 
knighted in  Oriental Commandery No. 35 in 1 884, and was commander 
in  1894. He was a member of Ararat Shrine Temple. 

Jol,11 Piclw-rd was born October 12, 1858, at Penacook, New Hamp­
shire, of Hug.1enot descent ; he graduated in the public schools at Dart­
mouth (A.B.  1 883 ; A.l\L 1886) . He became principal of  Black River 
Academy at Ludlow, Vermont, and later principal of the Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire, schools. Then he decided to study abroad, attending 
the University of Munich, Berlin, and Leipsic, and later the American 
Schools in  Athens and Rome, where he received various degrees. I n  
1892 he  came t o  t h e  University o f  Missouri a s  assistant pro fessor o f  
Greek and Classical Archaeology and Art ; for two years h e  served 
as dean of the academic faculty. For his work on the decoration o f  
1\Iissouri's State Capitol building, he  received the degree of  Doctor o f  
Fine Arts from Washington University i n  1 925. He was a member o f  
Phi Beta Kappa. In  19 14  he  was  president of  the College Ar t  Associa­
tion. He was the father of the Missouri Lodge of Research ; his l\fa­
sonic career was full and complete ; he hea<led the Grand Lodge, the 
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Grand Chapter, and the Grand Council of ).l issouri, and in each po i­
t ion he erved with distinction ; he also was grand so\·ereign of the 
Red ros o f  on tantine, and a 33

° Scott i h Rite ).[ason. He was 
in i t iated in Acacia Lodge Xo. 602 in 1909, was master in 1 9 1 1 ,  and in 
1 926 rand :\la ter of the Grand Lo<lge. H wa5 exalted in Columhia 

hapt •r o. 17  in 1909, high pric t in 191 1 ,  and Grand H igh Prie�t in 
1 923. He was greeted in entralia Council ·o .  3-4 in 191 1 ,  ma. ter during 
the  years 1913, 1914,  1915, placing that council in the top rank o f  1l is­
souri counci ls-at one time bein" the large t council ; he wa Grand 
Master of  the Grand Cou ncil in  1918. He was knight d in St. Graal 

omm andery No. 12 in 1909, and commander in 191 1 and 1912 ; he was 
pr ident of the Past Commanders' A_ ociation in 1918, and 1iresident 
of the Order of High Prie thood in 1928. He wa interested in the 
De :vfolay, the Acacia Fraternity, the brine, and the Scotti h Rite, re­
c iving its highe t honor in 1917. His death occurred just at the con­
c lus ion o( the :\[i souri-Kansas football  cla ic, Xo\·ember 25, 1937. 

John ]. Pierro11, grand master of the Grand Council in 1889, was 
born ovember 19, 1846, in Xew York City, and died in St. Lou is,  

eptember 14, 19 17. In 1874 he came westward and located in St. Louis, 
where for twenty years he was secretary-treasurer of the I saacs Wal l­
paper Company, then sixteen years as cashier of the Barada-Ghio Real 
Estate Company. He was a member of Occidental Lodge Ko. 163, re­
ceiving the degrees in 1879, and was master in 1885. In the chapter he 
wa exal ted in St .  Louis Chapter Ko. 8 in 1880, which he served as 
high priest in 1885. Greeted in Hiram Council No. 1 in 1881,  he was 
elected master in 1886 ; he was appointed grand steward in the Grand 
Council wh i le deputy master of his council, and was elected grand 
master in 1889. He was knighted in St. Louis Commandery No. 1 in 
1 885, and in 1893 was commander. He was a K.C.C.H. of the Scottish 
Rite. 

vValter Blanc/zard Pi11gree, grand master of the Grand Council in 
1 940, was born near Shannon City, Iowa, ).fay 1, 1886. When thirteen, 
the fami ly moved to Barton County, :Missouri, where he grew to man­
hood. Walter was the eighth of thi rteen children ; joining the l\Iethodist 
Churc h  at fourteen, he engaged actively in the work of the church and 
became a licensed local minister ; he attended high school at Liberal, :Mis­
souri, where he graduated and received a license to teach, although 
he never taught. In 1907 he took a watch-making course in St. Louis, a 
trade he followed for a time ; then he took a course in a school of 
optometry, a profession he practiced until h is  death August 12 ,  1 944. 
August 27, 19 1 1 ,  he married 1Iiss :Maude Williams and they had four 
daughters. He was initiated, passed and raised in Carthage Lodge No. 
1 97 in 1921 -22 ; after serving eight years as secretary, he was elected 
master in 1 940. In Meridian Sun Chapter No. 61, Carthage, l\Iissouri, 
he was exalted in :May 1922, and became high priest in 1941 ,  rece1vmg 
the Order of H igh Priesthood that year. He was greeted in Carthage 
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Council No. 41 in 1922, was master in 1932, an<l elected grand master of  
the  Gran<l Council in 1940. Jasper Commandery No .  31 knighted him in 
June 1925, and four years later he became commander. He had been 
honored by election to membersh ip in t. A ndrew's onclave No. 1 1 ,  
Red Cross of  Constantine, a t  Joplin, M i s  ·011ri .  

'f,flillia111 A. Prall was born at Fleming, Cayuga County, New York, 
October 26, 1832, and died in St. Louis February 17, 1885. He wa 
made a Master Mason in Waverly Lodge No. 50, Appleton, Wiscon ·in, 
but affiliated with Missouri Lodge No. 1 , St. Louis, February 3, 1859, 
serving as master in 1868. He was exalted in t. Louis hapter o. 1 
in 1865, dimitting to affil iate with Ki lwinning Chapter No. 50 in 1869, 
and serving as high priest in 1891 .  He was a member of St .  Louis Olm­

cil No. 1, serving as master in 1871 ; he affiliated with Tyrian Council 
No. 13 ( now defunct ) ,  then returned to St. Louis Council No. I in 1884 ; 
he was Grand Master of the Grand Council in 187 1 .  He was knighted 
in St. Louis Commandery No. 1 in 1868, and this commandery erved 
as an escort at his funeral. Little else is known of his l ife .  

James Price, grand master o f  the Grand Council in  1921 ,  was born 
at Burr Head, Scotland, ?-.farch 28, 1858. He came to New York in 1875 
and worked for a concern handling hides, in which he made himsel f an 
expert, resulting in  his being sent to Chicago, Illinois, in 1885 as pur­
chasing agent. From 1893 he was employed by the United States Leather 
Company ; he was brought to Kansas City, Missouri, by the Central 
Leather Company, where he spent the remainder of his l i fe. Although 
he was at all times a busy man, he had plenty of time for his Free­
masonry. He was made a Freemason in Mizpah Lodge No. 768, in Chi­
cago, and was master in 1 894 and 1 896. He was exalted in Delta Chap­
ter No. 191 ,  I llinois, in 1892, serving as high priest in 1897 ; in 1902 he 
affiliated with Orient Chapter No. 102, Kansas City, and proved to be 
one of the chapter's best assets. Greeted in Palestine Council No.  65, 
l l linois, in 1893, he affiliated with Shekinah Council No. 24, Kansas City, 
and was master in 1913. He was knighted in Oriental Commandery No. 
35 in 1 921 .  He  was a Scottish Rite member and the St. Andrew So­
ciety. He was an entertainer par excellence and traveled throughout 
Missouri singing Scotch songs and exemplifying the cryptic ritual. His 
death occurred May 25, 1934. 

T/zo111as Harvey Reynolds was born at McArthur, Ohio, July 3 1 ,  1866. 
The family moving to Kansas, he attended Kansas schools and grad­
uated in 1885, which authorized him to teach in Kansas schools ; he was 
admitted to the bar in  1887 and practiced at Great Bend, Kansas, until 
he came to Kansas City, Missouri, to become a member of the firm o f  
Lathrop, Morrow, Fox and Moore in 1899. He  became a member o f  
Temple Lodge No. 299 in  1909 and was master i n  1914 ; h e  served a s  
district deputy grand master in 1924 and  served on  many Grand Lodge 
committees. He was exalted in Orient Chapter No. 102 in 1909 and was 
high priest in 1916. He  was greeted in Shekinah Council No. 24 in  1909, 

s C 

s X 

C 

s 

s 

. .. 

C • 



was master in 1922, and grand master in 1928. He rccci\'ed the Orders 
of Knighthood in Oriental Commandery Ko. 35 in 1909, was command­
er in 1 9 1 4  and grand commander of the Grand Commandcl")· in 1925. 
He was honored by member hip in �lary Conclave, Red Cross of Con­
stantin · ,  and wa a 33 ° member of the Scotti h Rite. He cn·ed a time 
as acting inspector general for :\fi souri in 1935. He died September 18, 
1943. 

/1//illiam Riclzardso11 was born in t ica, Kew York, l\ovcmbcr 12, 
184 1 ,  and was educated in the public schools in that city. H c had 
planned to  enter West Point, but the death of his father in 1856 
changed his plans. For seven years he was a commercial traveler, ell­
ing stov s ;  coming to St. Louis in 1866 he cn,.,arred in the hardware 
busine s, in which he spent his l ife .  He was made a :\faster Mason in 

t ica Lodge r o. 47, N cw York, in 1865, affiliating with Keystone Lodge 
o. 243, [ issouri, in 1867, and serving as master in 1881 ; for several 

years he , as grand marshal of the Grand Lodge. He was exalted in 
Ki lwinning Chapter No. 50 in 1869, and was high priest in 1884 ;  he was 
a member of the first class of candidates exalted in that chapter ; he 
was a member of the Order of High Priesthood. He was greeted in 
Hiram Council No. 1 in 1882, installed master in 1891 and grand 
master  of the Grand Council in 1894. He was knighted in St. Aldemar 
Commandery No. 18 in 1876, serving as commander in 1881. It was dur­
ing his administration that the deposit was made in New York, which 
was not to be opened until 1989 ; the deposit from 1Iissouri included the 
proceedings, the tabular statement, and biographical sketches. He died 
February 4, 1918. 

Ulrich Sclmeider, grand master o f  the Grand Council in 1892, was 
a resident of St. Joseph, Missouri ; there is little information available 
as to h i s  early l ife. He died in St. Joseph November 10, 1902. He became 
a member of Wellington Lodge at DeKalb, Missouri, later affiliating 
w ith St. Joseph Lodge No. 78, was master in 1884, and served as sec­
retary from 1885-89 ; he was district deputy grand master in 1883, 1886. 
H e  was exalted in Ringo Chapter No. 6, at DeKalk, in 1870. affiliating 
w ith St. Joseph Chapter No. 14 in 1873, and was high priest in 1883, 
1 886, 1887. He was greeted in St. Joseph Council No. 9 in 1874, and 
was master in 1892. He was knighted in St. Joseph Commandery No. 4 
in 1 876, serving as commander in 1890. He died November 10, 1902. 

Henry Schroeder was born at Winchester, Illinois, July 12, 1872 and 
received his education in the public schools of that state. In 1887 he en­
tered railroad service as a telegraph operator and station agent, and re­
mained in that work throughout his l i fe, and by his integrity and faith­
fulness was highly regarded by all who came in contact with him ; his 
home city, St. Mary's, Missouri although largely Catholic, elected him 
as mayor. He became a Mason in Four Mile Lodge No. 212, Campbell, 
Missouri, and was master in 1907, later affiliating with Saline Lodge 
No. 226 at St. Mary's. The capitular degrees were received in Helm 
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Chapter No. 1 1 7, Ke 1 1 1 1et t ,  in 1903. April 6, 1906, he, with thirty-nine 
others, 1,eti tionecl the (;rand 011ncil for a d ispensat ion for a co11 1 1ci l  
at Campbell ; it was granted and he became the first cand ida te  to re­
ceive the degrees in this co11nc il ; he became the fi rst mast 'r and his 
report for the year showed the gn.:ct in� of n inety-five candidates. This 
record a t t racted the attention of the Grand 011 1 1cil , re ul t in� in his 
election as grand ma ter in 191 1 .  He was k11ig-hted in M alden om­
manclery No. 61 in 1904, and served a pre lat two year · .  He was 
honored by inv i tation to membership in t .  Andrew's onclave No. 
1 1 ,  Red ross o [ Constan t ine, Joplin. His death occurred 1[ay 7, 1950. 

Thomas Seal was born in 1836. Lit tle is known of this companion. 
He was a member of  Lambskin Lodge No. 460. He was exalted in St. 
Lou is  Chapter No. 8 in 1874, and was high priest in  1880. He was 
greeted in H iram 011ncil No. 1 in 1880, was master in 1887, and grand 
master of the Grand Council in 1891 .  He was knighted in t .  Lou is 
Commandery No. 1 in 1881 and was commander in  1888. H is death 
occurred September 26, 1903. 

1,llil/ia 111 H. Sta11sb11ry was born at Fredericktown, Maryland, but l i t­
tle is known of  his l i fe. He died August 23, 1897, at Harrisonville, M is­
souri, within seven days of his reaching the age of seventy. He was a 
past master o f  Cass Lodge No. 147, at Harrisonville. In Signet Chapter 
No. 68, he was exalted in 1871 ,  serving as high priest in 1878, 1880, 
1882-86, 1888. He was greeted in Arcana Council No. 16 in 1883, was 
master in 1884, 1885-87, 1 890, 1891 ,  and Grand Master of the Grand 
Council in 1887. He was knighted in Bayard Commandery No. 26 in 
1875, serving as commander in 1885-96. 

Robert Frce111a11 Steve11son was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
July 25, 1 843. His mother died when he was 14 and a hat f years old 
and he went to l ive with his grandparents, who, in 1849, went on the 
gold rush to Cali fornia. Returning to Elgin, I llinois, he worked on a 
farm and attended school until he was fourteen, when his father died ; 
then he went to Philadelphia to Jive with an uncle, where he attended 
school unti l  it  closed because of the Civil 'Nar ; he returned to Il l inois, 
worked on a farm and taught school. He  came thereafter to Calhoun, 
Henry County, :tvi issouri, where he conducted a merchandise business ; 
this he sold and went into the newspaper work at Clinton, Missouri, 
reading law in the meantime. In 1 871 he was appointed deputy sheriff o f  
the county, until i n  1 873 he became chie f  clerk in the office o f  the state 
treasurer ; he served six years as superintendent of J cfferson City 
schools, two years in the banking business at Clinton, one year in the 
Chick Bank in Kansas City, and then in  the mil l ing business at Blue  
Springs ; in  1887 he  became bookkeeper for  a mortgage company, from 
this  employment he went to a position of  United States Surveyor of 
Customs at Kansas City. He was initiated in Clintonville Lodge, J l l inois, 
in  1865, passed and raised in Calhoun Lodge No. 184, Calhoun, Missouri, 
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in 1867 ; in 1869 he affiliated with TeLo Lodge Xo. 68, Clinton ; in 1873, 
he affiliated with Jefferson Lodge . ·o. 43, Jefferson City, scn·ing as 
ma ter in 1878 ; he wa rrrand :\faster o f  the Grand Lodge in 1 4. He 
wa exalled in Jeff er ·on City Chapter No. 34 in 1874, sen·ing as high 
pri • t in I 76-78 ; he affiliated with Clinton hapter X o. 73 in 1 0. and 
was h igh priest in 1882 ; in 1888 he affiliated with Orient Chapter Ko. 
J O_, J ansa ity, and was elected Grand H igh Pric.: t in I 6. He \\ as 
re.: order o f  the Order of High Priesthood. The Cryptic degrees were 
con ferr d in hekinah Council Ko. 24, Kan a City in I 94, and was 
ma ter in 1 99 ; in 1903 he wa elected grand ma ter of the Grand 

ouncil. He received the Orders of Knighthood in Prince of Peace 
ommandery No. 29, Jefferson City, at it organization in 1877 ; he 

a si t d in organizing Boanerges Commandery Ko. 34. at Clinton, in 
I and was its first commander ;  in 1884, he affiliated with O riental 

mmandery No. 35, Kan as City, and was commander in 1885. He re• 
ceiv d the Scotti h Rite degrees from Albert Pike in 1885, and was a 
33 ° 

member, being among the first to receive this degree in the 11ew 
temple in V\ ashington, D. C. In 1905 he became Grand Secretary o f  
the Grand Chapter, and Grand Recorder of the Grand Council and 
Grand Commandery, and held the e posi tions until shortly 1,e fore his 
death in Kansas City, April 28, 1925. 

1 oscph Dain Stewart was born in Livingston County, :\[issouri, Octo• 
ber 29, 1891. His education was obtained in the local high school and 
1'1issouri University (LL.B. 1913) ,  since that time he practiced law 
in Chillicothe, .ifissouri, with the exception o f  the time he sen·cd in 
World V\ ar I, where we find him as a Lieutenant o f  the Quartermaster 
Corps, assigned to the First Army in France. On October 15, 1917, he 
was married to Miss Sarah Margaret Crawford, of Hu rdland, l\fis• 
sou ri. He has been active in civic projects, including the Board of Educa­
tion, Christian Church, Rotary, Boy Scouts, American Lcnion, Veterans 
o f  Foreign Wars, and Moila Shrine. In 1934 he was appointed post­
master at Chillicothe. Companion Stewart was raised in Chillicothe 
Lodge No. 333, later consolidated with Friendship Lodge Xo. 89, in 
1914, serving as master in 1916 ; he was district deputy grand master 
and grand lecturer 1925-27. Exalted in Lone Star Chapter X o. 30 in 
1916, he was high priest in 1923 ; in 1924 he was anointed to the Order 
of High Priesthood. He was greeted in Chillicothe Council No. 28 in 
1916, was master in 1924, and elected Grand Master in 1947. He was 
knighted in Paschal Commandery No. 32 in 1945. 

Cor11eli11s Dale Struble was born near Bennington, Kansas, :\farch 6, 
1885, tenth of a family of eleven children. He was educated in the 
schools at Bennington, graduating from high school in 1901 ; he at­
tended Kansas City Business College in 1902-03, and later Kansas 
City College of Law in 1915-17. He was married June 18, 1907, to 
Miss Myrtle Mae Wenneker of St. Louis ; they were the parents o f  two 
daughters. During the early part of his life, Cornelius was associated 
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wi th  the  motion pii:ture industry and was, al one time, pre ident of the 
National Associatiou of  Motion P icture Equipment Dealers ; lat er he 
enter d the oil marketing business and became president of the Western 
Oil ancl Gas Company, with headquarters in Kansas ity. He \ a a t ive 
in the Country lul, 1\[ethodist ·hu n:h and the Good Will l m lustrie . 
His  career as grand master o ( the Grand ouncil was ma rked by the 
formation of many new co11 11c ils-l Iannibal, Independence, Eastgat , 
Liberty. He was made a Freemason in Ivanhoe Lodge o. 446 in 1915, 
and was master in 1921 ; du ring his ) Car o f  offic the membership in  
the  lodge increased 526, 276 o f  which was by affiliat ion ; he  was di trict 
deputy grand master of the Grand Lodge and served on many o ( its 
committees ; he held membership in i\I issouri Lodge o ( Re ·earch, and 
was instrumental  in establ i sh ing the Order of the ilver Trowel in 
Missouri, becoming its first master ( 1950) . He wa exa lted in Kansas 
City Chapter To. 28 in 1915  and was h igh priest in 193 ; he entered 
the Order of High Priesthood in 1938. He was greeted in Shekinah 
Council No. 24 in 1917, but affiliated with Westport Council No. 38 in 
1940, which he served as master in 1943 ; he was grand master of the 
Grand Council in 1949. The Orders of Knighthood were received in 
Kansas City Commandery To. 10 in 19 16. He was a charter member of 
Kilwinning ouncil No. 19, Allied Masonic Degrees at its organization 
in Kansas City in 1947. He was active in the affairs of the fasters 
and \o'/ardens Club in Kansas City, and held honorary membership in 
many grand councils and Silver Trowel groups. His death occurred 
June 5, 1953. 

William Rac11s Sl1ibblcfield was born at Greenfield, I llinois, May 8, 
1835, the son of a Methodist minister, and died at the home of h i s  
daughter in St. Louis January 10, 1908 ; he  became a resident o f  St. 
Louis in 1856. He was given a common school education, and at the age 
o f  seventeen began clerking in a store ; in 1865 he secured a position in a 
St. Louis wholesale house, but  three years later became a clothing 
salesman, in which he spent the balance of his l ife.  He was made a 
Master Mason in Occidental Lodge No. 163 in 1859, was master in 1873, 
and elected grand master of the Grand Lodge in 1880. He was exalted 
in  Lafayette Chapter No. 2, I l linois, in 1864, affiliating with Kilwinning 
Chapter No. SO,  St. Louis, in 1871 ,  and serving as high priest in  1872-74, 
1891  ; he was grand high priest of the Grand Chapter in 1877 ; for ten 
years he served as grand lecturer of the Grand Chapter. He was made 
a Royal and Select Master in Chicago Council No. 4, I l l inois in 1864 ; 
returning to St. Louis, he assisted in organizing Tyrian Council No. 
13 in 1871 ( now defunct ) ,  and served as master, dimitting to Hiram 
Council No. 1 in 1903 ; he was grand master of the Grand Council in 
1876. He was knighted in Apollo Commandery No. 1 ,  I llinois, in 1864, 
affiliating with Ivanhoe Commandery No. 8, St. Louis, in 187 1 ,  and wa 
commander in 1875. He received the Scottish Rite degrees in Chicago 
and affiliated with the bodies i n  St. Louis. He was the first grand patron 
of the Order of the Eastern Star in Missouri. 
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Carl August Si •n1so11 was born December 6, 1870, at Traheryd, in 
sou thern weden, where he was educated. including a four year college 
cour e. He spoke fluently wedish, German, French and Engli h. He 
began his business l ife with a ship chandler concern ; at twenty he came 
to America, locating at Mar hall ,  I ansas, Lut came to 11is�ouri in 1 95, 

locating at �fountain Grove, where he continued to li\·e; he was _ales­
man for a whol esal e grocery concern working out of Kansas City and 

pringfiel d  until 19 14 ,  , hen he took up insurance a a profession. In 
1 95 he marr ied � i  s Anna LoofLourrous and they were parent of three 
children. The family were Methodist . He was initiated in Garfield  
Lodge No .  245, Leonardville, Kansas, in 1893, and affiliated with �foun­
tain Grove Lodge Ko. 158 in 1899, Leing master in 1901; he was district 
deputy grand ma ·ter and grand lecturer for several years. Exal ted in 
Mansfield hapter o. 1 22 in 1904, he dimittcd to become a charter 
member of �fountain Grove Chapter No. 137 in 1 92 1 ,  and its high prie t 
in 1925 ; he was a member of the Order of High Priesthood. Zabud 
Council o. 25, at Springfield, greeted him in 1912, and he dimitted to 
become a charter member of Fidelity Council • o. 35, at Mountain 
Grove, in 1920, which he ser ved as master that same year. In 1932 he 
was elected grand master of the Grand Council . He was knighted in 
'\Nest Plains Commandery No. 48 in 1906, but dimitted when �foun­
tain Grove Commandery No. 66 was formed in 1912, becoming its 
commander in 1913. He was a member of St. Christopher Conclave No. 
56, Red Cross of Constantine. His death occurred December 26, 1941.  

Bemal Leslie Ta/111011 was born in Connersville, Indiana, December 30, 
1873, where he received a high school education, later attending De­
Pauw University. He edited a newspaper at Connorsvil le two years, 
but because of failing heal th he went to Colorado; there he took a 
Prudential Insurance agency ; he was promoted to a district superin­
tendency at Joplin, Missouri, then to St. Joseph, then to St. Louis, and 
final ly promoted into the home office at Newark, N cw Jersey. After 
fifteen years of this work, he resigned to start the Reliable Life In­
surance Company, St. Louis, of which he was president several years. 
He was raised in Fellowship Lodge Ko. 346, while a resident of 
Joplin, in 1903 ; later he affiliated with St. Joh n's Lodge No. 1 of 
Newark, and still later with Kirkwood Lodge No. 484, Kirkwood, �Iis­
souri, which he served as master in 1914 ; he was district deputy grand 
master of the 57th district in 1917. He received the Capitular degrees 
in i\1fitchell Chapter No. 89, St. Joseph, in 1905, dimitting to affiliate 
with St. Louis Chapter No. 8 in 1912; in 1913 he dimitted and became 
a charter member of Rabboni Chapter o. 131, and in 1922 assisted 
in the formation of Wellston Chapter No. 138. He received the Cryptic 
degrees in St. Joseph Council No. 9, at St. Joseph, in 1905, affiliating 
with Hiram Council No. 1 ,  St. Louis, in 1912, serving as master in 1918, 
and was grand Master of the Grand Council in 1925. He was knighted 
in St. Joseph Commandery No. 4 in 1 905, affiliating with St. Aldcmar 
Commandery No. 1 6, St. Louis, in 1915, and in 19 18 affiliated with St. 
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Louis Cornmandery No. I .  T f , re(eive<l the Scot tish Rite deg-recs i 1 1  
Jopl in and St .  J os, ·ph, i 1 1  which he reccivc<l the honor o( K.C.C. H .  He 
was an ex tensive world traveler. His death occ11rrc<l March 22, 19--14. 

l l r11ry Clr131 T/, 0 11 1/)sou ,  g-rand master o( the Grand 0111 1cil i 1 1  1 9--18, 
was born May 20, I 9, in i t i lwa11kce, v\ isco11 in. He was duca tcd in 
the public schools of Jopl in,  Mis omi, and l. Louis, w i th  two y ·ars 
spent in \.'lashing lon University. He was first employed hy l i te l l l i 1 1o is  

Traction sy tern with a j ob in the boiler room at Vc11icc, l l l i 1 1ois. 0011 
he became chief electrician for the system and sent to airo,  1 l l inois, to 
rcb11 i l c l  a power house and street car system ; later he went with the 
\,\ cstingho11se Electrica l  ompany as construction and ervice engine r, 
and, in  1916, became chie f engineer for the Missouri Cobalt ompany on 
a p roject at Fredericktown, 1'vf isso11 ri. I t  was there he met "M i s Edith 
Newberry, and on January 29, 1917, they were married. They moved to 
Bonne Terre, Missouri, in 1926, where he was employed as :rn engine 'r 
for the St. Joseph Lead Company. They have a son, Henry lay I I I ,  
who atcndcd Cen tral College, Washington University ( A B )  and t .  
Louis Uni\·crsily ( DDS) ; he went into service in the army and a 
a Captain spent much time in the Phil ippines and Germany. Companion 
Thompson is a member of the Sons o f  the American Revolution, acti e 
in boy scout work, a painter of no mean ability, a stamp collector, 
historian and genealogist. His father, too, was an interested Freema on, 
having at one time served as commander of  a commandery in Chicago, 

but later became a member of Tuscan Lodge and Ascalon Commandery 
in St. Louis ; i n  fact he died while giving the Templar work while 
standing at the triangle. Henry was made a Freemason in Marcus 
Lodge No. 1 10, Fredericktown, in 1 918, dimitting to Samaritan Lodge 

No. 424, Bonne Terre, in  1930, served as secretary 1 930-40, and as master 
in 1946 ; he was president of the Temple Association at Bonne Terre, and 
was district deputy grand master of  the 18th district. He is a member o f  
Missour i  Lodge o f  Research. Exalted i n  Uel Chapter No.  129, Bonne 
Terre, in 1 928, he was secretary in 1943-48, and high priest in  1936 ; he 

received the Order of High P riesthood in 1938. Greeted in  Bonne Terre 
Council No. 43 in  1 930, he was master in 1935, 1938, and recorder 1943-

48 ; he was also grand sentinel of the Grand Council in 1942. He re­
ceiYed the Orders of Knighthood in Ascalon Commandery No. 1 6, 
St. Louis, in 1944. He is a member of the Scottish Rite bodies in St. 
Louis, a member of the Order of High Priesthood, and the Order o f  
the Silver Trowel. H e  i s  a trustee o f  the Missouri State Historical So­
ciety, and frequently writes historical articles for local papers. 

Flavius Joseplius T-ygard was born in Virginia, November 16, 1 839. 
He completed his education in  Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Later he came 
to Butler, Missouri, where he organized the National Bank of Butler ; 
in 1880 he organized a second bank at Rich Hil l .  He received his 1Ia­
sonic degrees i n  Virginia in 1862. Coming to Missouri he assisted in 
forming Butler Lodge No. 254, at Butler, and served as master three 
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years, and was Grand master of the Grand Lodge in 1897 ; he was first 
treasurer of the ::vt:asonic Home of :.\[i souri. He became involved in 
the handling of funds and wa expelled by his lodge in 190 , but was  
reinstated in 19 10. He  wa exalted i n  :.\[iami Chapter No.  76, Butler, in  
1872, being high pr ie  t in  1882. He was gr eted in Butler Council No. 
22 in 1881 ,  serving as master 1887-89, affiliat in,.,. with Arcana Council 

o.  16, at Harri onville, he return d to Ilutler Council in I 9 ; he was 
grand ma tcr of the Grand Council in 1890. Knighted in Dayard Com­
mandcry o. 26, at Harrison i l le, in 1875, he dimi tted to as  ist in the 
format ion o f  Gouley Commandery �o. 30, Butler, and was its com­
mander eight term ; he was grand command -r of the Grand Command­
cry in 1883 ; in 1888 he was elected grand t rea urcr of the Grand Com­
mandery. He  received the Scotti h Rite degrees in St .  Louis ; was a 
m mber of the Shrine and of the Order o f  Ea tern Star. He died April 
3, 19 1 1 .  

1'Villia111 Jol,11 Va1111ix was a native o f  Dublin, Ireland, born August 14, 
1864, but the family removing to London, he  acqu ired his education 
in England ; in  1886 he came to Canada, and in 1888 to the United States. 
His desire was to become a min ister and he was ordained a clergyman 
in the Episcopal Church, then he decided to enter business and became 
an insurance agent, remaining in that work until he assumed the cus­
todianship of the St. Joseph Masonic Temple. At the time of his death, 
September 28, 1948, he was recorder of Moila Shrine. We find him at 
Sault Ste Marie, Ontario, Canada, in 1888, where he was made a Free­
mason in Keystone Lodge To. 412 ; he is listed as master of a lodge 
U.D. at Fort Pierre, South Dakota in 1895, and finally affiliated with 
Charity Lodge No. 331 in  St. Joseph. He went to Hancock, Michigan, 
to receive his Royal Arch degrees in 1889 ; he is l isted as high priest o f  
H uron Chapter No. 10, South Dakota, and later, a s  affiliating with 
Mitchell Chapter No. 14, St. Joseph, serving as high priest in 1 916. In 
1895, he received the Cryptic degrees in Koda Council, Flandreau, 
South Dakota ; in 1907 he affiliated with St. Joseph Council No. 9, was 
master in 1912, and grand master of the Grand Council in 19 17. 
Knighted in St. Bernard Commandery No. 1 1 , :Mitchell, South Dakota, 
in 1892, he affiliated with Hugh de Payens Commandery No. 4, in St. 
Joseph, in 1 906, and was commander in 1915. The Scottish Rite degrees 
were conferred in Yankton, South Dakota. In 1915 he became a member 
of the Red Cross of Constantine and served as Sovereign in 19 18. 

George William Walker was born near Jonesboro, Ill inois, January 
26, 1876. In 1900 he entered a medical school in Louisville, Kentucky, 
attending two terms ; in 1901 he entered Washington University, St. 
·Louis, graduating in 1904 ; he practiced in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, 
from 1905 until his death November 13, 1946. In 1897 he was married to 
Miss Effie Fulenwider and they were the parents of four children. He  
was made a Master Mason in  Jonesboro Lodge No. 1 1 1 , Il l inois, in 
1 904, dimitting to St. Marks Lodge No. 93, Cape Girardeau, in 1906, 
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anrl �ervin� as 1 1 1 : ister in 1909 a11d 1910 ; he was dist rict deputy grand 
ma�tc.:r 191 9-25, and gra11 c l  master of the Grand Lodge in 1936. He wa 
r-xaltecl in Wil son Chapter No. 75, ape Girardeau, iu 1912, serving as 
high priest iu 19 15 ; he was a 111c1nber of the Order o( H igh Priesthood. 
Greeted in ,ape ·ouncil No. 9 in 1913, he was master in 19 14 ,  and 
grand mas ter of the Gra11d ·ounci l  in 1923. J [e was knighted in ap ' 
Girardeau ·om111anclcry o. 55 in 1912, serving as co111111 :111der in 19 16. 

Jnl,11 A!orga11 J,llal/cr was Lorn August 2, 1 62, in Wi11ch • ter, Ken­
tucky. He was an infant when his father was killed while ·erving iu 
the Ci\·il War. At nineteen he calne with his mother to Randol ph 

onnty, Missouri, but in 1890 moved to Boone County and settled at 
Central ia ; here he engaged in business as the Waller lathing Com­
pany. In 1894 he was married to Miss Elizabeth G. Hawkinson, and 
their only child, a son, was killed during ·world \•Var I on the JJ!ain 
of Siberia. He was made a Freemason in Centralia Lodge No. 59 in 
1905, and was master in 1910 and 191 1 .  He was exalted in Mexico hap­
ter No. 27 in 1908, affiliating-, in 1 914, with Columbia Chapter No. 1 7 .  
Greeted i n  Centralia Council No. 34 i n  191 1 ,  he served as m a  ter in 
1916, and as grand master of the Grand Council in 1 926. He died March 
27, 1 931. 

Carl Priesmeyer HI cslcrliaus was born in  St. Louis, February 1 1 , 
1 898. He was married in 1928 to Miss Bernice Parent and they have one 
son. Carl began Ii fe as a dental technician, but l eft that work to enter 
the employ of a dental supply concern. He is a Christian Scientist. He 
was initiated, passed and raised in Mt. Moriah Lodge No. 40, St. Louis,  
in 1 919. He was exal ted in Bellefontaine Chapter No. 25,  St. Louis, in 
1920 and was high priest in 1932; he received the Order of High 
P riesthood in 1 936. The Cryptic degrees were conferred in York 
Council No. 40 in 1 925, and he was master in  1930, and in 1937 was 
installed as grand master of the Grand Council ; he is a member of the 
Order of Silver Trowel. Knighted in Ivanhoe Commandery No. 8 in  
1 923, he was commander in 1 935 ; he is  a member of the Past Com­
manders' Association, the Shrine, and the Missouri Lodge of Research. 

David li1cC011011gl,y Wilson was born at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 
September 26, 1853, son of a Presbyterian minister. As a young man he 
attended the University of Missouri, receiving the degree of A.B. and 
that of A.M. in 1878. He was admitted to practice law in 1881. Du ring 
his residence in Milan, Missouri, he was school commissioner in 1883, 
and prosecuting attorney in 1884, 1886-88. In 1885 he was married to  
Miss Selena McClary, and they were the parents o f  four chil dren. He 
was made a Master Mason in Seaman Lodge No. 126, Milan, in 1876, 
and served as master in 1887 and 1 888, and was elected grand master 
of the Grand Lodge in 1899. He was exal ted in Milan Chapter No. 
103 in 1 883, serving as high priest in 1886, and grand high priest of the 
Grand Chapter in 1907 ; he was active in the Order o f  High Priesthood, 
serving as its president for many years. He received the Cryptic d e-
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grc ·s in Shck inah Council �o. 2-1, Kan as City, in 189-1, dimitt ing t a~ ­
si t in the formation of olomon Council No. 26 ( now defunct ) in 
1894, was maslt:r in 1 894, and grand master o f  the Grand Council in 
1899. I ni  , J tted in Coeur de Leon Commandery No. 1-1 , Brookfield, i\[ is­
souri, in 1 883, he dimitted to affil iate w ith St. Oernard ommandery 
No. 52, at � l i lan, a · a charter mcmLer in 1 99, sen·in� as commander in 
1892. He was active in tlte affairs of the :Masonic Home of l\f issouri, 
and di d there OctoLcr 27, 1926, durinrr the annual communication o f  

r;ind Lodge. 

Edward Ewell /;Vilso11 was born at Fort Benton, �[ontana, i\by 25, 
1901. He graduated from Montana State College, at Bozeman, w ith a 
B.S. degree in mechanical engineering. Since 193-1 he has been super­
intendent of  the steamplant of the St. Jo eph Light and Power om­
pany, St. Joseph, Missouri .  He is a member of  the Protestant Episcopal 

hurch. He is an excellent ritual ist .  In 1926 he was married to l\fiss 
Lorheta Lawrence. He was made a ;\,faster ;\,fason in Bozeman Lodge 
No. 18, Montana, in 1927, dimitting to affiliate with Charity Lod ,e No. 
331 ,  St. Jo eph, in  1939, and serving as master in 1946 ; he i s  a member 
of  the Masonic Home Board, and of Mi ouri Lodge of Re carch. He 
was exalted in Mitchell Chapter No. 14, St. Joseph, in  1942, and was 
high priest in  1949, and is a member of  the Order of  High Priesthood. 
He was greeted in St. Joseph Council Ko. 9 in 1942, was master in 
1948, and grand master of the Grand Council in 1955 ; he is a member 
of the Order of  the Silver Trowel. Knighted in Hugh de Paycns Com­
mandery No. 4, St. Joseph, in 1943. He is a member of  Moila Shrine 
Temple. 

William B. Wilso11 was born at Appleton City, �Iissouri, January 12, 
1 831 .  He was educated by private tutors, and in 1850 graduated in the 
medical department of  the University of  New York. He came to Mis­
souri shortly thereafter and located at Cape Girardeau, where he died 
October 18, 1900. He was made a Freemason in St. _ fark's Lodge No. 
93, at Cape Girardeau, in 1853, and served as master twenty-three 
terms. He became a Royal Arch Mason in Clarkton Chapter No. 31 ,  
at Clarkton, dimitting to assist in the  formation of Wilson Chapter No. 
75 at Cape Girardeau and serving as its first high priest and for a period 
of  fi fteen years ; he was elected grand high priest of the Grand Chapter 
in 1 888. He assisted in the organization of Cape Council No. 20 and 
was its first master, serving several years ; in 1882 he became grand 
m aster of the Grand Council. He was knighted in St. Louis Command­
ery No. 1 in 1889, affiliating with Cape Girardeau Commandery No. 55, 
as a charter member, in 1889, and serving as commander 1890-93. 


