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My Companions, 

 

May peace dwell with you, may prosperity huddle near. 

May your family gather together without heartache or tear. 

 

There is a star shining in the night sky ... just there. 

It is for you to wish upon to keep you safe from care. 

 

May everything you need be yours to have and proclaim 

as you're due; just close your eyes and ask it in His precious name. 

 

Merry Christmas to you, Companion. Let your season be a blessed one 

filled with love and cheer and more. Smile, laugh, and enjoy the fun. 

 

On behalf of your Grand Chapter Officers, 

Christmas Blessings upon you and your Families. 

And have a safe and Happy New Year. 

 

MEC Mark A. Bean, Grand High Priest 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Missouri 

 

MEC Mark Bean 

Grand High Priest 
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Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Dr. Paul L. Daniels 

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

 

Companions: 

  

 As the stars align to mark this sacred time, let us gather in the spirit of ancient wisdom and profound reflec-

tion. The echoes of tradition and the essence of faith intertwine as we embrace the blessings of this season. In the Great 

Light of Masonry we find stories of hope, miracles, and the eternal promise of light amidst darkness. Let us draw inspi-

ration from these timeless narratives as we celebrate the joyous festivities that grace our lives. 

  

 As the shimmering lights of the holiday season adorn our homes and hearts, I extend my warmest wishes to 

each of you. May this joyous time be filled with the embrace of cherished traditions, the laughter of loved ones, and 

the spirit of togetherness that defines this special season. In this season of generosity and goodwill, let us reflect upon 

the values of unity, charity, and brotherly love that form the cornerstone of Cryptic Masonry. May our collective en-

deavors continue to illuminate the path of enlightenment and guide us towards a future enriched by wisdom and com-

passion. 

  

 May the blessings of the holiday season bring you joy, peace, and fulfillment. From the depths of my heart, I 

wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and a joyous holiday season. 

  

Fraternally, 

  

MIC Dr. Paul L. Daniels 

Grand Master 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons 
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Message from the Grand Commander 
 

SK Kevin B. Sample 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

 

The Legend of the Candy Cane 
 

         Christmas is all but upon us once again and people are scurrying around worried about presents, decorations, finances, etc.  Most of us 

have a tendency to overlook many of the symbols of Christmas or the importance of those symbols. 

          One such symbol in which we are all aware, most especially our children and grandchildren, is the Candy Cane.  Christmas just wouldnôt 

be Christmas without Candy Canes. Many legends abound surrounding the creation of the Candy Cane and in keeping with the Christmas Spirit, 

I would like to share some of these with you. 
 

         Historically, around 1670, the choirmaster of Cologne Cathedral handed out sugar sticks to keep his young singers quiet throughout the 

long ceremonies. Some say that an Indiana candy maker wanted to express the meaning of Christmas through the imagination of candy, and that 

he is responsible for the Candy Cane.  Another theory claims that Bob McCormack, in the 1920ôs, began making candy canes as special Christ-

mas treats for his children, friends, and others in Albany, Georgia.  The candy was made with the laborious process of pulling, twisting, cutting, 

and bending the candy by hand.  In the 50ôs, Bobôs brother-in-law, Gregory Keller, a Catholic Priest, invented a machine to automate the mass 

production of candy canes.  Younger McCormacksô innovation of packaging made it possible to transport the candy in a scale that turned Bobs 

Candies, Inc. into the largest producer of candy canes in the world.  
 

 Regardless of who is credited, the symbolism thought to be responsible for the development of the candy cane is, at least, thought 

provoking. It is believed that the candy maker wanted to incorporate several symbols for the birth, ministry and death of Jesus Christ.  Some 

believe the symbol of candy canes came from the ancient shepherdsô crook which represented their humbleness to the worship of the newborn 

Christ, or the staff of the ñGood Shepardò with which He reaches down into the ditches of the world to lift out the fallen lambs who, like all 

sheep, have gone astray. Still others feel this hard candy was shaped so that it would resemble a ñJò to represent the precious name of Jesus, who 

came to earth as our Savior. 
 

 The candy maker made it white to represent the purity, the Virgin Birth and the sinless nature of Jesus Christ.  He used a hard candy 

because Christ is the rock of ages. Thinking it was somewhat plain, he stained it with red stripes to represent the blood Christ shed on the Cross 

for the sins of the world so that we could have the promise of eternal life.  He used three thinner red stripes to show the stripes of the scourging 

Jesus received on our behalf when the Roman soldiers whipped Him and by which we are healed.  Sometimes a green stripe is added as a re-

minder that Jesus is a gift from God.  
 

 The flavor of the cane is peppermint, which is similar to hyssop.  Hyssop is in the mint family and was used in the Old Testament for 

purification and sacrifice. 
 

 Unfortunately, modern technology has made candy canes accessible and plentiful ï a meaningless decoration seen at Christmas 

time.  But, the meaning is still there for those who ñhave eyes to see and ears to hear.ò  We hope this symbol will again be used to witness to the 

wonder of Jesus and his great love that came down at Christmas and remains the ultimate and dominate force in the universe today. 
 

 Regardless of how or why the development of this candy came to be, the symbolism, not unlike the symbolism of Freemasonry, has 

meaning contained therein is worthy of our thought.  So, every time you see a candy cane, remember the message of the candy maker: Jesus is 

the Christ! 
 

 This paper is not the complete development of the presenter, rather the gathering of some historical facts and opinions retrieved from 

various documents and a ñlittleò research.  I first heard the ñhistoryò of the Candy Cane at an AMD presentation several years ago.  Now, every 

time Christmas roles around and I see Candy Canes, it makes me think and appreciate the blessings of my life, my health, my wife, my children, 

my family, and my friends, near or far.  
 

         Iôd like to take this opportunity to wish all my friends, Brethren, Companions, and Sir Knights all over the world the happiest of holi-

days.  I hope life is good to you and yours.   

 

May the blessings of Heaven rest upon us all and may Brotherly Love prevail in all we do, 

  

SK Kevin B. Sample, Right Eminent Commander  
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The General Grand Chapter presents  

2023 Ephraim Kirby award to  

MWB David W. Haywood 

By Dr. John W. Siscel III, PGHP  
 

 The evening of November 6, 2023, was a memorable one for both the 

General Grand Chapter and the Grand York Rite of Missouri.  On that night, the 

highest award possible for a Royal Arch Mason in good standing was presented to 

EC David W. Haywood for his lifetime of service to Freemasonry in general and 

the York Rite in particular.  The presentation was made by the Custodian of the 

Ephraim Kirby award in Missouri, MEC Dr. John W. Siscel III, PGHP.  
 

 We were honored to have three Past Grand Masters, two Past Grand 

High Priests, the Senior Grand Marshal of the Grand Lodge of Missouri and many 

others who were present to honor Dave!  
 

 In the photo, left to right, are MWB Dick Smith, PGM, MWB Rick 

Kaeser, PGM, MWB Charles F. Wiegert, GM of the Grand Lodge of Missouri 

2023-24, the 2023 Ephraim Kirby awardee, EC David W. Haywood, PGM, Lady 

Diane Haywood, Dr. John W. Siscel III, PGHP,  Custodian for the Ephraim Kirby 

award in Missouri and Dr.Ty G. Truetelaar, PGM and Grand Secretary of Grand 

Lodge of Missouri. 
 

 Our fraternity is fortunate indeed to have such distinguished sons to 

honor.  Again, congratulations EC Haywood! 
 

Kansas City Preceptory  

of the Yeoman of York  

 
 

 On November 30, in Liberty, Missouri, the Kansas City Preceptory of 

the Yeoman of York initiated four new members, and held their annual installa-

tion of officers. Congratulations to Michael Wheeler, newly installed Director 

General. 

 

AMD Installation of Officers  

 

 On Sunday December 3 2023 the Officer of Kilwinning Council No. 

19 Allied Masonic Degrees were installed. Congratulations to Sovereign Master 

John Toynton and all his officers. 
 

Second Annual Holiday Family Adoption  

 This year the 903 Harrison Street York Rite Masons adopted 10 fami-

lies to make sure they will eat good and have a memorable Thanksgiving. We 

want to thank all those that came out to help make this happen! Here are some 

great pictures of some of the families and those who helped put it together and 

made this wonderful event possible. Thank you to Phoenix Family for the family 

referrals! Grand York Rite of Missouri. 
 

Grand Commander Official Visits 

O'Sullivan Commandery No. 15 
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Region 1 York Rite Conference 

On Saturday, September 23, 2023, the Grand Officers of the Grand York 

Rite were warmly received at the Region 1 York Rite Conference, held in 

Hannibal, Missouri. Thank you all for a wonderful conference. 

 

Ely Commandery No. 22 K.T.   

Confers the Orders  

Ely Commandery No 22 constituted the Orders on S.K. Matthew N. Moore 

on Thursday, November 30, 2023, at the Masonic Temple in Kirksville, 

Missouri.  
 

Pictured, from left, are: S.K. Loren D. Lloyd, Past Eminent Commander of 

Ely Commandery, 2005 and 2006, Past Regional Grand Commander 

for Region One of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State 

of Missouri, Eminent Past Inner Guard of the Grand Commandery, and 

Most Excellent Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 

Masons of the State of Missouri, 2015-2016; S.K. Craig A. Nowell, Senior 

Warden of Ely Commandery; S.K. David D. Powell, current Generalissimo 

and Past Eminent Commander of Ely Commandery, 2007 and 2008, Past 

Regional Grand Commander for Region One of the Grand Commandery, 

and Eminent Past Grand Prelate of the Grand Commandery; S.K. Jeffrey L. 

Knight, Eminent Commander of Ely Commandery, Regional 

Grand Commander for Region One of the Grand Commandery, and Eminent 

Past Inner Guard of the Grand Commandery; S.K. Matthew N. Moore; S.K. 

Charles E. Cooper, current Prelate and Past Eminent Commander of Ely 

Commandery, 2010, 2012, and 2019, and Right Eminent Past 

Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery, 2020-2021; S.K. William J. 

King, current Recorder and Past Eminent Commander of Ely Command-

ery, 2013, 2014, and 2015, Past Regional Grand Commander for Region 

One of the Grand Commandery, and Eminent Past Aide-De-Camp of the 

Grand Commandery; S.K. David D. Goring, Captain General of Ely Com-

mandery and Eminent Past Inner Guard of the Grand Commandery; S.K. 

Larry D. Baker, Sentinel of Ely Commandery; and S.K. Ashley W. Young, 

current Treasurer and Past Eminent Commander of Ely Commandery, 2020, 

2021, and 2022, Past Regional Grand Commander for Region One of the 

Grand Commandery, and Grand Sword Bearer of the Grand Commandery.  
 

Ely Commandery No. 22 K.T.  

Hosts Festive Board 
The Sir Knights of Ely Commandery No. 22 K.T. were joined by Knights 

Templar from across Missouri for a Festive Board, in celebration of their 

150th anniversary, following their march in the twelfth annual Kirks-

ville Kiwanis Christmas Parade, on Saturday, November 25th, 2023 A.D. / 

905 A.O., in the #Masonic Temple, Kirksville, MO! Welcoming remarks 

and introductions were made by S.K. Jeffrey L. Knight, Eminent Command-

er of Ely Commandery, and a Christmas message was delivered by S.K. 

Kevin B. Sample, Right Eminent Grand Commander of the Grand Com-

mandery of Knights Templar of the State of Missouri. 
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This Festive Board concludes a yearlong celebration of Ely Command-

eryôs 150th anniversary, which began with a Table Commandery 

held December 10th, 2022 A.D. / 904 A.O., and continued through Ely 

Commanderyôs annual Easter Sunrise Service, competing in the Grand 

Commandery Drill Competition, providing an Honor Guard for the re-

dedication of the Masonic Cornerstone of the Adair County Courthouse 

by the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of the State 

of Missouri, leading the Honor Guard at the Annual Communication of 

the Grand Lodge of Missouri, and then marching on Saturday, Novem-

ber 25, 2023, Kirksville Kiwanis Christmas Parade.  
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The members and officers of Ely Commandery No. 22 K.T. would like 

to thank everyone who was able to attend and assist in making the day so 

special. It was a wonderful event to show the community how Freema-

sonry supports its community and that it is alive and active in Kirksville, 

Missouri.  

Family Christmas dinner with Palestine Commandery No. 17. An awe-

some group of folks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


