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My Companions, 
 

 Now with the Holidays behind us, and better weather is hopefully ahead of us. It is time to look towards to 

our future endeavors. 
  

 On March 2nd, our Jefferson City Chapter will be hosting the 2024 Grand Masterôs Royal Arch Class. The 

Grand Lecturer and his team have been working effortlessly to find the best ritualist in the state to confer the 

Most Excellent Master and Royal Arch Degrees. If your Chapter has candidates ready for either of those de-

grees, this would be a prime opportunity for your candidates to receive their degrees by some of the best com-

panions that this state has available. Just make sure to register them with the Grand Secretaryôs Office before-

hand. Additionally, this class will afford everyone an opportunity to meet and greet M.W.B. Charles Wiegert, 

our Grand Master to which this class was created to in honor him.  
 

 On March 23rd , Lexington Chapter #10 will celebrate their 175th year with a Rededication Ceremony. It 

will be performed by your Grand Chapter Officers. This will be the 2nd time that this ceremony has been per-

formed in this state. Also, I will be proudly representing you at the Arkansas Grand York Rite Session that is 

coming up in just a few weeks. 
 

 Looking further down the road, the Ladies of our York Rite have been hard at work planning for our 

Grand Session in June. From what I have heard, there will be a lot of fun things going on. Please stay tuned 

for future updatesé 
 

 If you have any events or degree work coming up, please post it on the Grand York Rite calendar. You 

never know who may show upé 
 

Stay safe and keep the Faith, 
 

MEC Mark A. Bean, Grand High Priest 

A Message from the Grand High Priest 
 

 

MEC Mark A. Bean 

Grand High Priest 



 п 

Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Dr. Paul L. Daniels 

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

 
 

Greetings Companions, 
 

 As we begin to thaw out from that January weather, there are a few events coming up that I wanted to re-

mind each Council about. The first is Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation (CMMRF) 

month. CMMRF month for Missouri is annually in March. We ask that each Council plan a fundraising event 

to benefit CMMRF. There are at least three events that I am aware of that are already scheduled.  Shekinah 

Council No. 24 is hosting a Purple Gala again this year. Zabud Council No. 25 is hosting its first Purple Ga-

la. Both events will be on March 30.  Dr. Murphy, the leading researcher from Indiana University will be pre-

sent at Shekinah Council and simulcasted to Zabud Council. Kirksville Council No. 44 is hosting a Table 

Council on March 23. More information on these and other events are posted on the Grand York Rite calen-

dar. If you schedule an event, please remember to put it on the Grand York Rite calendar. 
 

 Many of you are continuing to work on dues collection. Keep in mind that each member who does not pay 

their dues in a timely manner should be referred to your Retention Committee. This includes those who may 

ask for a demit as well. No suspensions will be accepted unless they are accompanied by a completed Mem-

bership and Retention Committee Delinquency Report.  If you do not have these forms, they are posted on the 

Grand York Rite website. Remember, the spirit of this new by-law is to reach out with a personal contact to 

those members and try to retain their membership in your Council. 
 

 April 15 is the deadline for your Council's Merit Award submission.  Again, each Council should be sub-

mitting this application on an annual basis. Work with your Regional Deputy Grand Master on finalizing this 

form and be aware of the deadline. In my opinion, the Merit Award form provides an outline for what each 

Council should be doing on an annual basis. Being active helps a Council to remain active. 
 

 Finally, the Grand Master's Cryptic Day this year will be on March 16 at Jefferson City. Please let us know 

soon if you have candidates for that day and remember to bring new members who have not yet seen the Super 

Excellent Master Degree in full form. They will be impressed. Cryptic Day is a wonderful display of degree 

work presented by some of the best ritualists in Missouri. I hope to see you there! 
 

Fraternally, 

 

Dr. Paul L. Daniels, Grand Master   
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Message from the Grand Commander 
 

SK Kevin B. Sample 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

 

From the Grand Commander, 
 

 The banner of the Knights Templar was called the Beauseant and, like many pieces of medieval history, its 

true etymology may have been lost somewhere along the way. An anonymous pilgrim who visited Jerusalem 

between the twelfth and thirteenth century had the following to say of the Templars, their banner and the Or-

derôs battle techniques: 
 

 ñThe Templars are most excellent soldiers. They wear white mantles with a red cross, and when they go to 

war a standard of two colors called balzaus is borne before them. They go in silence. Their first attack is the 

most terrible. In going, they are the first. In returning ï the last. They await the orders of their Master. When 

they think fit to make war and the trumpet has sounded, they sing in chorus the Psalm of David, ñNot unto us, 

O Lordò kneeling on the blood and necks of the enemy, unless they have forced the troops of the enemy to re-

tire altogether, or utterly broken them to pieces. Should any of them for any reason turn his back to the enemy, 

or come forth alive [from a defeat], or bear arms against the Christians, he is severely punished; the white 

mantle with the red cross, which is the sign of his knighthood, is taken away with ignominy, he is cast from the 

society of brethren, and eats his food on the floor without a napkin for the space of one year. If the dogs molest 

him, he does not dare to drive them away. But at the end of the year, if the Master and brethren think his pen-

ance to have been sufficient, they restore him the belt of his former knighthood. These Templars live under a 

strict religious rule, obeying humbly, having no private property, eating sparingly, dressing meanly, and dwell-

ing in tents.ò 
 

The New Knighthood ï Malcolm Barber 
 

 Other etymological suggestions include piebald, which is perhaps closer to the mark. Piebald means spot-

ted or two color as in a piebald horse or cat. This certainly fits the description of the Beauseant, for it consisted 

of a black square above a white one. 
 

 The late author John J. Robinson claimed that the term Beauseant was Medieval French for ñbeautiful.ò 

But to a group of knights who were not at all like the vain secular knights of the day, image certainly cannot be 

the entire interpretation. Robinson also claimed it was a battle cry: 
 

¶ ñThe word beau is now generally conceived to mean beautiful, but it means much more than that. In medi-

eval French it meant a lofty state, for which translators have offered such terms as ñnoble,ò ñglorious,ò and 

even ñmagnificentò As a battle cry then, ñBeau Seantò was a charge to ñBe nobleò or ñBe Glorious.ò - 

Born In Blood ï John J. Robinson 
 

 Symbolically, the black section is said to have depicted the sins of the secular world that the Templar 

knights had chosen to leave, while the second section was white ï depicting the purity that the order offered 

them ï a sort of transformation from darkness to light. 
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 Despite many depictions of the banner in later day paintings, the battle standard was not such that it 

drooped down on its pole. Rather, the banner was held in place top and bottom by two poles so that it did not 

require a breeze to be seen by the Templars and their enemies. 
 

 So important was the view of the flying Beauseant that, before a battle, the Marshal would select ten Tem-

plars to protect him and the banner. If the Marshal was killed during fighting, the Commander of Knights 

would take the banner so that it may fly above the battle for all to see. 
 

 This created somewhat of a catch twenty -two situation, for as long as the Beauseant flew the Templars 

must fight on and as long as the Templars fought on, the Beauseant must fly. 
 

 The purpose of the banner was to serve as a rallying point for the Templars. One of the Orderôs tactics dur-

ing battle was the heavy horse charge. This often caused the Templars to be separated from one another. As 

such, the flying Beauseant would allow them to easily regroup in order to continue the attack. 

https://templarhistory.com/the-beauseant/ 
 

 From the Grand Encampment Constitution and Statutes, Section 239. The Beauseant of the Order shall be 

of silk, in two stripes of equal width running horizontally, the upper stripe black and the lower stripe white - 

six feet fly and three feet six inches on the staff; swallow-tailed one-third its length' the edges of the flag shall 

be plain, without fringe. The name of the Commandery shall be placed upon its upper stripe and its location on 

the lower stripe, the lettering being in contra colors to the field. The staff shall be nine feet in length, including 

the crosshead, which shall be of gold or gilt metal, consisting of a ball surmounted by the Cross of Salem. 

Cords and tassels composed of strands of black and white silk in equal proportions shall be attached to the 

base of the crosshead. (1931, page 284).  More reading - The Lesson of the Beauseant, by Dr. Gary D. Lem-

mons, PC, KTCH. 
 

 From a military perspective, flags signaled other units in battle, but were also a tangible manifestation of 

the beliefs and spirit of a group of people. As such, flags were protected to the point of injury or death.  Men in 

service took pride in what their flag meant, whether it symbolized their particular corps or the larger intentions 

of war.  Designating flags were used to organize army units, whereas other flags directly represented the two 

warring factions. 
 

 Sir Knights, there is a lot of history in your Commandery, your Grand Commandery and in Knights Tem-

plary in general regarding our battle flags.  It is for this reason I am asking all Commanderies to get out their 

beauseants, clean them up, put on your drill streamers, and display them proudly at all meetings and gatherings 

of Missouri Knights Templar.  This is also why I am asking all drilling Commanderies to bring their 

beauseants to our drill competition on April 20.  Letôs start showing a little bit more pride in our Commander-

ies.  If you need a new beauseant, reach out to me directly and I can help you with that, they can be made/

reproduced for as little as a couple hundred dollars. 
 

Yours in Freemasonry, 
 

Kevin B. Sample, Grand Commander 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the State of Missouri 



 т 



 у 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The York Rite Needs You! It is volunteers that 

keep the heart of York Rite Masonry beating 

strong. Some roles require specific skill sets, some 

require time throughout the year, and some at spe-

cific times. Sign up and volunteer, let us know what 

you are interested using the online form at: 

 

 https://moyorkrite.org/volunteer/ 
 

 

York Rite Leadership Program (Online) 

101 Personal Effectiveness 
 

 The current York Rite Leadership Training Pro-

gram consists of six well-developed courses that are 

designed to give you the skills to be a better leader of 

yourself and others. The six courses cover three bodies 

of knowledge, offering both a ñtheoryò (online) course 

and a practical application (in-person) course. 
 

 Level 100: Personal Effectiveness Level 200: 

Group Dynamics Level 400: Influential Communica-

tion The first skill in your journey to becoming a bet-

ter leader is either the online (101) or in-person (102) 

class on Personal Effectiveness. This class will help 

you with assessing your current leadership skill set 

and abilities while teaching some core leadership prin-

ciples . Upon completing the class, you are expected 

to put into practice what you have learned to be a 

more effective personal leader. 
 

 The second class you will attend is Group Dynam-

ics either online (201) or in-person (202). In this class, 

you will learn how groups develop social identities 

that lead to better (or not better) outcomes. You will 

also learn the nuances of working with and motivating 

volunteer groups and how to be an effective leader of 

such groups, whether you are in charge or not. 

 

 The third class and the capstone of leadership 

training is Influential Communications. You may take 

the class either the online (401) or in-person (40). 

Here you will learn how the human mind processes 

language and how to use those processes to communi-

cate more effectively and with greater influence. 

When you understand how people process language, 

you can construct your language to create the commu-

nication you desire. 
 

 The new cycle of online classes for 2024 start on 

Saturday February 17. To sign up, please send an 

email to yrl@yorkriteleadership.org/  and use the sub-

ject: "February 17, 2024 - 101: Personal Effective-

ness" and you will be asked any relevant questions to 

get you registered. This is the first course in our series, 

so this is a perfect opportunity for folks to start. Please 

remember that this program is for all members of our 

Masonic Family. Go to:  
 

https://yorkriteleadership.org/ 
 

for detailed information. 
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 Where did Valentine's Day begin? The history of 

the holiday, and its patron Saint is shrouded in mys-

tery. However, we do know that February has long 

been celebrated as a month of romance, and that Val-

entineôs Day, as we know it today, contains vestiges of 

both Christian and ancient Roman traditions. But who 

was Saint Valentine, and how did he become associat-

ed with this ancient rite? 
 

 The Catholic Church recognizes at least three dif-

ferent saints named Valentine or Valentinus, all of 

whom were martyred. One legend insists that Saint 

Valentine was a priest who served during the third 

century in Rome. When Emperor Claudius II decided 

that single men made better soldiers than those with 

wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young 

men. Valentine, realizing the injustice of the decree, 

defied Claudius and continued to perform marriages 

for young couples in secret. When Valentineôs actions 

were discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to 

death. Still others insist that it was Saint Valentine of 

Terni, a bishop, who was the true namesake for the 

holiday. He as well was beheaded by Claudius II out-

side Rome. 

 Other stories suggest that Valentine may have been 

killed for attempting to help Christians escape harsh 

Roman prisons, where they were often beaten and tor-

tured. According to one legend, an imprisoned Valen-

tine sent the first Valentine greeting himself after he 

fell in love with a young girl who visited him during 

his confinement. Before his death, it is alleged that he 

wrote her a letter signed ñFrom your Valentine,ò an 

expression that is still in use today. Although the truth 

behind the Valentine legends is murky, the stories all 

emphasize his appeal as a sympathetic, heroic and 

most importantly a romantic figure. By the Middle 

Ages, Valentine would become one of the most popu-

lar Saints in England and France. 
 

Origins of Valentineôs Day: A Pagan Festival in Feb-

ruary 
 

 While some believe that Valentineôs Day is cele-

brated in the middle of February to commemorate the 

anniversary of Valentineôs death or burial, others 

claim that the Christian church may have decided to 

place St. Valentineôs feast day in the middle of Febru-

ary, to ñChristianizeò the pagan celebration of Luper-

calia. Celebrated at the ides of February, or February 

15, Lupercalia was a fertility festival dedicated to Fau-

nus, the Roman God of agriculture, as well as to the 

Roman founders Romulus and Remus. 

 

 To begin the festival, members of the Luperci, an 

order of Roman priests, would gather at a sacred cave 

where the infants Romulus and Remus, the founders of 

Rome, were believed to have been cared for by a she-

wolf or Lupa. The priests would sacrifice a goat, for 

fertility, and a dog, for purification. They would then 

The Legend of St. Valentine 
https://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day-2 
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strip the goatôs hide into strips, dip them into the sacri-

ficial blood and take to the streets, gently slapping 

both women and crop fields with the goat hide. Far 

from being fearful, Roman women welcomed the 

touch of the hides because it was believed to make 

them more fertile in the coming year. Later in the day, 

according to legend, all the young women in the city 

would place their names in a big urn. The cityôs bache-

lors would each choose a name and become paired for 

the year with this chosen woman. These matches often 

ended in marriage. 
 

 Lupercalia survived the initial rise of Christianity 

but was outlawed, as it was deemed ñun-Christianò, at 

the end of the 5th century, when Pope Gelasius de-

clared February 14 Saint Valentineôs Day. It was not 

until much later, however, that the day became defini-

tively associated with love. During the Middle Ages, it 

was commonly believed in France and England that 

February 14 was the beginning of birdsô mating sea-

son, which added to the idea that the middle of Valen-

tineôs Day should be a day for romance. The English 

poet Geoffrey Chaucer was the first to record St. Val-

entineôs Day as a day of romantic celebration in his 

1375 poem ñParliament of Foules,ò writing, ññFor this 

was sent on Seynt Valentyneôs day / Whan every foul 

cometh ther to choose his mate.ò 
 

 Valentine greetings were popular as far back as the 

Middle Ages, though written Valentineôs didnôt begin 

to appear until after the 1400s. The oldest known val-

entine still in existence today was a poem written in 

1415, by Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his wife while 

he was imprisoned in the Tower of London following 

his capture at the Battle of Agincourt. (The greeting is 

now part of the manuscript collection of the British 

Library in London, England).  

 

Message from the Editor 

Greetings All, 
 

 Welcome to Februaryôs issue of your Missouri 
York Rite Beacon Magazine. What a cold season we 
have had so far. Now that we broke off the icicles 
from our fingers. We have been able to pull together 
this monthôs magazine for you enjoyment.  
 

 In this issue, we present to you an article on the 
History of the Cryptic Rite, the History of Valentineôs 
Day, and Presidentôs Day & your Masonic Presidents. 
We hope you will enjoy them as much as we have. 
 

 Additionally, we have our grand session coming 
up in June at the University Plaza Hotel & Convention 
Center in Springfield, Missouri. Make sure you regis-
ter and get your rooms ordered soon as space is lim-
ited. Further information can be found on our website. 
 

 Well, since I have a small space to write in this 
month I will end it here. We all wish you good health, 
that the Lord will look down on your family with fa-
vor, and we will be seeing you all on down the trail. 
 

Yours in Freemasonry,  
 

Publication Committee 
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Brother, Companion, and Sir Knight,  
 

 Zelwin B. ñZelò Eaton, was presented his Fifty-

Year Service Awards for fifty years of membership in 

the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State 

of Missouri; the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of 

the State of Missouri; the Grand Commandery of 

Knights Templar of the State of Missouri; and the An-

cient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, 

Southern Jurisdiction, all on Thursday, January 4, 

2024, in a joint presentation between the York and 

Scottish Rites of Freemasonry at Kirksville Manor 

Care Center. 
 

 In the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free-

masonry, Southern Jurisdiction, Bro. Eaton became a 

Master of the Royal Secret by receiving the 32Á in the 

Valley of Columbia, Orient of Missouri, on May 4, 

1973. Bro. Eaton served the Valley of Columbia as 

Master of Kadosh for the Columbia Council of Ka-

dosh. Bro. Eaton became only the sixth Life Member 

of the Valley of Columbia Scottish Rite on March 16, 

1998. He is also a Life Member of the Scottish Rite 

Research Society. 
 

 In the American or York Rite of Freemasonry, 

Comp. and SK Eaton was exalted to the degree of the 

Royal Arch in Caldwell Chapter No. 53, Royal Arch 

Masons; greeted as a Royal and Select Master in 

Kirksville Council No. 44, Royal and Select Masters; 

and made a Knight of the Valiant and Magnanimous 

Order of the Temple in Ely Commandery No. 22, 

Knights Templar, all on May 12, 1973. SK Eaton 

served as Director for numerous York Rite Festivals 

in Kirksville, Missouri over the years, creating an in-

dispensable guide for the conferral of the degrees and 

orders that is used to this day by his fellow Compan-

ions and Sir Knights. For his labors in the York Rite, 

SK Eaton received the Lewis and Clark Award for 

Region One from the Grand Council of Cryptic Ma-

sons of the State of Missouri for 2001/2002. 
 

 Additionally, SK Eaton is a member of several 

appendant bodies of the York Rite, including St. 

Chrysostom Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine, and 

the Missouri College of the Societas Rosicruciana in 

Civitatibus Foederatis  
 

 Bro., Comp., and SK Eatonôs record in Ancient 

Craft Masonry is one of significance. Right Worship-

ful Brother Eaton was initiated into the mysteries of 

Freemasonry in Adair Lodge No. 366 A.F. & A.M. on 

November 9th, 1971. He was passed to the degree of 

Fellowcraft on September 5th, 1972, and raised to the 

sublime degree of Master Mason on October 10th, 

1972. RWB Eaton served as Worshipful Master of 

Adair Lodge in 1984/1985. 
 

 RWB Eaton is a Masonic writer of note: a career 

that culminated, in many respects, as the Editor 

of The Freemason magazine from 1997 to 2006. The 

Freemason magazine is the official publication of the 

Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 

of the State of Missouri. RWB Eaton also wrote a 

number of Short Talk Bulletins for the Masonic Ser-

vice Association of North America on such diverse 

topics as ñThe Investigating Committeeò and 

ñMasonic Funeral Planning.ò He assisted Most Wor-

shipful Brother Dale C. Motter, Past Grand Master of 

the Grand Lodge, 1993-1994, with completing the 

ñRusty Nailò degree by typing its first draft while 

serving on the Education Committee for the Grand 

Lodge during its creation. RWB Eaton is a member of 

the Philalethes Society as well as a recipient and 

member of the Masonic Brotherhood of the Blue For-

get-Me-Not. 
 

 For the Grand Lodge, RWB Eaton served as Fra-

ternal Correspondent from 1991 until 2009; a position 

previously held by MWB Bruce H. Hunt for roughly 

twenty-five years. RWB Eaton also served as District 

Deputy Grand Master for the Second Masonic District 

from 1996 to 1999. RWB Eaton then served on the 

Board of Directors of the Masonic Home of Missouri 

from 2005 to 2009. During his tenure on the Develop-

ment Committee, the Masonic Home launched the 

Truman Club: a successful fundraising society that 

continues to this day. Additionally, RWB Eaton  
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served as the Grand Representative from the Grand 

Lodge to the Gran Logia del Estado de Sinaloa (Grand 

Lodge of the State of Sinaloa) in Mexico. 
 

 During his time as DDGM, and also while serving 

as Editor of The Freemason, RWB Eaton served as 

Worshipful Master of the Missouri Lodge of Research. 

In 2005, he became only one of fifteen Missouri Free-

masons to be named a Fellow of the Missouri Lodge of 

Research, joining the ranks of Masonic legends like 

MWB Ray V. Denslow and MWB Bruce H. Hunt. 
 

 RWB Eaton is a Life Member of the George Wash-

ington Masonic National Memorial, and served for 

many years on the Board of Directors of the Masonic 

Temple Association in Kirksville. 

The service awards were presented by the following 

brothers: 
 

¶ Very Excellent Companion Ashley W. Young, Dis-

trict Deputy Grand High Priest for Region One of 

the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the 

State of Missouri, presented the fifty-service award 

for the Grand Chapter. Young also serves as Grand 

Sword Bearer for the Grand Commandery, Venera-

ble Master of the Lodge of Perfection in the Valley 

of Columbia Scottish Rite, and as District Deputy 

Grand Master for the Third Masonic District of the 

Grand Lodge.  
 

 Very Illustrious Companion David D. Goring, Re-

gional Deputy Grand Master for Region One of the 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of Mis-

souri, presented the fifty-year service award for the 

Grand Council. Goring also serves as the Excellent 

High Priest for Caldwell Chapter and is the Eminent 

Commander-Elect of Ely Commandery. 
 

 Sir Knight Jeffrey L. Knight, Regional Grand 

Commander for Region One of the Grand Command-

ery of Knights Templar of the State of Missouri, pre-

sented the fifty-year service award for the Grand Com-

mandery. Knight also serves as District Deputy Grand 

Lecturer for Region One of the Grand Chapter, Illustri-

ous Master of Kirksville Council, Eminent Command-

er of Ely Commandery, and Prelate of the Lodge of 

Perfection in the Valley of Columbia Scottish Rite. 
 

 Illustrious Bro. William M. Shansey, 33Á, Personal 

Representative of the Sovereign Grand Inspector Gen-

eral for the Valley of Columbia, in the Orient of Mis-

souri, of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of 

Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction. Shansey is also a 

Companion and Sir Knight of the Central Missouri 

York Rite bodies. 
 

¶ RWB Eaton is pictured with, from left, Bro., 

Comp., and SK Charles E. Cooper, Right Eminent 

Past Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery 

of Knights Templar of the State of Missouri, 2020-

2021; Bro., Comp., and SK William J. King, Secre-

tary and Recorder for the York Rite bodies of 

Kirksville, MO; Goring; Knight; Eaton; Shansey; 

Honorable Bro. James F. Kern, 32Á KCCH, Execu-

tive Secretary for the Valley of Columbia, in the 

Orient of Missouri, of the Ancient and Accepted 

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdic-

tion; and Young. 
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  On January 7, 2024, the duly elected and se-

lected officers of Caldwell Chapter No. 53 R.A.M., 

Kirksville Council No. 44 R. & S. M., and Ely Com-

mandery No. 22 K.T., (Kirksville York Rite) were 

installed into their respective offices by MEC Mark A. 

Bean, Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of 

Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri; MIC Dr. 

Paul L. Daniels, Grand Illustrious Master of the Grand 

Council of Cryptic Masons of the State of Missouri; 

and Sir Knight Kevin B. Sample, Right Eminent 

Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 

Knights Templar of the State of Missouri, respective-

ly. The Joint Installation of Officers was held at the 

Masonic Temple in Kirksville, Missouri. 
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Congratulations to the following presiding officers: 
 

Caldwell Chapter No. 53 R.A.M.:  

EC Craig A. Nowell, High Priest 
 

Kirksville Council No. 44 R. & S.M.:  

IC Craig A. Nowell, Master 
 

Ely Commandery No. 22 K.T.:  

SK David D. Goring, Commander 
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Grand Preceptory of Missouri 
 

 The Grand Preceptory of Missouri, Knights of the 

York Cross of Honour, Ingathering was held on Jan 6, 

2024. The business meeting was held at Jefferson City 

Masonic Temple. Outgoing Director General James 

Woodfin spoke of his year 2023. Election was held for 

officers for 2024. After lunch, Installation of officers 

was done. The 2024 officers are as follows: 
 

¶ Grand Director General-Gary Andrew Phillips 

¶ Grand Deputy Director General-Bobby White 

¶ Grand Adjutant- Carlin Lorraine Smittle 

¶ Grand Master of Ceremonies-Todd Alan Schulze 

¶ Grand Chaplain- Michael Christopher Rohman 

¶ Grand Guard- Dale Ray Roller 

¶ Grand Yeoman- Gerald Rex McCoy 

¶ Grand Treasurer- Harold Franklin Coots PGDG 

¶ Grand Recorder- Robert Schlichter PGDG 

¶ Grand Quartermaster- Robert Schlichter PGDG. 

¶ Loren Lloyd installing Grand Director General   

¶ Harold Coots installing Grand Master of Ceremony   

¶ Installing Grand Chaplain was Thomas Yunick. 
 

Article submitted by Glenn B. Parker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grand Recorder- Robert Schlichter PGDG trying to 

figure out how to use a camera. Its not that hard, point 

and shoot.  

Proof that Terry Coppotelli attends these meetings.  
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Grand Officers Coins for Sale 
 The Grand York Rite has numerous items for sale. 

One of which is the Grand Officers coins. For a small 

donation of $20.00 you may obtain their coin or 

$60.00 for all three coins through our Grand York Rite 

Offices (660) 248-5100.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

MEC Mark Bean, Grand High Priest Coin 2023-24 
 

MIC Dr. Paul Daniels, Most Illustrious Grand 

Master Coin 2023-24 

 

SK Kevin B. Sample, Right Eminent Grand  

Commander  Coin 2023-24 
 

 These coins are in limited production. So, hurry on 

out and purchase them now as we will soon be out of 

stock and you all will miss out. All donations will go 

to the Grand Officerôs charity. Thank you for your 

consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Missouri Grand York Rite Office  

is asking for your help 
 

 Did you know that you can make changes to your 

own MMS Profile Page? 
 

You can! 
 

 Simply go to https://www.masonic-web.com/

mms/memberbio/default.aspx and use your member-

ship number which can be found on the side of any of 

your York Rite dues cards with your name and date 

of birth. You have only one Profile Page which links 

to each Chapter, Council, and/or Commandery where 

you have a membership. 
 

 The information on your Profile Page helps us 

stay in contact with each of you. Please carefully 

check the information on your Profile Page: 
 

¶ Full name: First, Middle, Last (No Abbrevia-

tions) with any prefix or suffix. 

¶ Birth location: City and State. 

¶ Current Address: Where mail comes. 

¶ Phone Numbers: Home and/or Cell 

¶ Email Addresses: Home and/or Work 

¶ Spouseôs name:  

¶ Her Date of Birth: Month and Day (We like to 

send birthday cards!) 

¶ Your childrenôs Names:  

¶ Information about your job (Optional)  
 

 Our office will not share this information with any 

person, business, or other institution. This is YOUR 

Profile Page. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Debbie Hanson 

Executive Assistant 


