
 м Volume 2     Issue 5 

 

Volume 2   Issue 7 

With hyperlinks 

 

Happy Independence Day America 

https://gwmemorial.org/
https://moyorkrite.org/
https://moyorkrite.org/york-rite-beacon-publications/


 н 

Missouri York Rite Beacon Maga-

zine is the official publication of 

the Grand York Rite  of the State 

of Missouri. 
 

 Grand York Rite of Missouri 

 107 S. Williams Street 

 Fayette, MO 65248-1017 

 (660) 248-5100 
 

Published and copyrighted under 

the direction of the Grand Secre-

tary, located  at Fayette, Missouri 

and Columbia, Missouri 
 

Unless otherwise indicated, the 

views expressed in this magazine 

are those of the authors and do not 

necessarily reflect the opinions or 

policy of the Grand York Rite of 

Missouri. The editor reserves the 

rights to accept, reject, subedit, 

and rearrange materials submitted 

for publication. It is the policy of 

the Grand York Rite of Missouri to 

not publish pictures or personal 

information about children under 

the age of 21, without written per-

mission from the childôs parent, 

guardian or sponsoring group. 
 

Committee on Publication: 
 

Larry Wilson, Chairman 

Michael Dodd 

Lloyd G. Lyon 

Steven F. Eberharter 

Roger D. Fleer 

Russell S. Hanson 

Adam M. Iwanow 

Donald MacCormick 

Kevin B. Sample 

Jacob W. Thompson 

Michael S. Smith 

June 2024  Volume 2, Issue  7 

Missouri York Rite Beacon Magazine 

Grand York Rite of the State of Missouri 
 
Page 3   Grand High Priestôs Message 
 

Page 4   Grand Masterôs Message 
 

Page 5   Grand Commanderôs Message 
 

Page 6   The History of Americaôs Independence Day 
 

Page 8   The Moon Landing  
 

Page 9    Grand Officers Coins 
 

Page 13  What is in the name: Golgotha 
 

Page 16  RARA    
 

Page 17  CMMRF 
 

Page 18  Grand Commandery Charities 
 

Page 19  Missouri Chapter Number 1: The Early Years 
 

Page 22  My Masonic Story    
 

Page 24  Upcoming Events 
 

Page 25  York Rite by Regions 
 
 

Back Cover 2024-2025 Grand York Rite Grand Line Officers 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To Submitters: The editor would like to remind you that photograph 
submissions should include 40-50 words telling who, what, when, 
where and why. Pictures should be high resolution jpg from a camera 
(at least 300 dpi). Phone pictures are unacceptable unless your camera 
app is set to high resolution. 
 
 

 
 

Cover Art:  Larry Walters  

Articles to be considered for publication 

should be e-mailed to:  
 

https://moyorkrite.org/missouri-york-rite-

beacon-news-submission-form/ 
 

Missouri York Rite Beacon Magazine is 

published monthly. The submission 

deadline is as follows: 
 

Julyôs Issue: June 30, 2024  
 

https://moyorkrite.org/
https://moyorkrite.org/york-rite-beacon-publications/


 о 

 As you are reading this a month has quickly passed. I am very proud to say that the Grand Line Officers 

elected, appointed, and committee members are doing their part above and beyond to make this year outstand-

ing for every Master and Royal Arch Mason. We plan to have the opportunity to share more light with each 

other as we plan to visit our Lodges in your areas around the State of Missouri answering questions and join-

ing to do the first two capitular degrees. The District Deputies in your area will be scheduling and inviting oth-

ers to attend or participate. This is your chance to be a part of something great. Pick a part and let your District 

Deputies know that you want to be involved. 
 

 Districts #1 and #5 have already scheduled dates for the Mark and Past Master degrees. Keep an eye on 

the EVENTS calendar. 
 

There are TEN Very Good Reasons to become a Royal Arch Mason: 
 

1. York Rite Masonry greatly expands and clarifies the teachings of Craft Masonry. 

2. The Degrees are conferred in a Blue Lodge setting and are directly tied to the teachings of the Blue Lodge. 

3. The True Word of a Master Mason is discovered and explained. 

4. The real wages paid by the Senior Warden are revealed. 

5. The building of King Solomonôs Temple is completed, and a profound mystery is unveiled. 

6. An obligation every Master Mason takes at the altar of Freemasonry is finally met.  

7. It broadens oneôs fraternal participation and involvement. 

8. It expands opportunities to make connections and forge Masonic friendships beyond your community. 

9. It provides occasions for further group and self-study of important Masonic themes and traditions. 

10. It makes one a member of the oldest Rite in Freemasonry. 
 

 Several groups of Companions have been visiting other Chapters to try to take the Traveling Keystones 

home to insure continued visits will follow, they have found themselves enjoying fellowship and new ideas. 

Grand Line officers will be seen at Regional Conferences ready to speak briefly on committee activities that 

insure the smooth operation of this Grand Body. 
 

 We will all receive an outstanding report of how our Royal Arch Research Assistance charity is being 

applied to the support of Central Auditory Processing Disorder research. 
 

 How great would it be for each Royal Arch Mason to be the top line signer of three new members? 

The credit will be yours go get them! 
 

 My official reception has been scheduled for August 10, 2024, at Shelbina Lodge #228, 313 South Center, 

Shelbina. Fellowship at 12:00 noon, meal at 1:00 pm. This is also on the EVENTS calendar. 
 

 Remember that this is not about me, but all about you. The credit will be yours as you show the world 

that you are proud to be a ROYAL ARCH MASON! 
 

WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER!   IF IT IS TO BE, IT IS UP TO ME! 
 

Pray, Study, Mentor, and Serve, 
 

Michael L. Dodd 

A Message from the Grand High Priest 
 

MEC Michael L. Dodd 
 

Grand High Priest  

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
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Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Matthew D. Ruth  

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

 This month Iôd like to share some details about a program that was announced at the Installation back in 

June, The Vault Project. 
 

 As Cryptic Masons we are taught the importance of Preservation, particularly the preservation of signifi-

cant knowledge for future generations. While the lessons of these degrees are symbolic, they can also be ap-

plied in offering a service to the world as Cryptic Masons. 
 

 Under the directive of then Most Illustrious, now Most Puissant William ñBillò Snyder, Standing Resolu-

tion No. 10 was Adopted May 13, 2015, which states, ñThe Grand Council of Cryptic Masons in the State of 

Missouri established a Research Council for the purpose of having a repository for material having an histori-

cal significance to Cryptic Masonry and furthering Masonic and Cryptic Masonry research and education.ò 
 

 The Grand Masterôs Council No. 0, has as its purpose the promoting, encouraging, conducting and foster-

ing of Masonic and Cryptic Masonry Research and Study, and spreading Masonic and Cryptic Masonry Light 

and Knowledge. 
 

 With this directive in mind your Grand Council officers set out to Create a program that will offer training 

courses and equipment to subordinate councils to execute the objectives of Grand Masterôs Council No. 0, 

with an emphasis on preservation of historically significant documents and proper care and storage of regalia. 
 

 In the coming months we plan to purchase equipment and materials to be packaged as an ñarchival kitò for 

use by local councils. We will be hosting online training courses under the direction of Dr. Heather Calloway, 

Director for the Center of Fraternal Collections and Research at the University of Indiana! Once Councils 

have verified training, they can place an order thru their RDGM who will coordinate delivery. 
 

 The councils will then offer this as a service to Lodges, other appendant bodies, youth organizations, civic 

clubs, or other groups with a historical emphasis such as a City or County Historical Society. 
 

 We hope to have examples and demonstrations this Fall at the Regional Conferences so you will not want 

to miss out on those this year! 
 

 We also plan to create a donor society within the Grand Masterôs Council No. 0, modeled after the Dens-

low Society, to be known as ñThe Anthony OôSullivan Preservation Societyò to recognize those companions 

who contribute time, resources, monetary contributions and other such efforts for the establishment and con-

tinuation of the program. This Society will meet annually and replace the current Grand Council Lunch and 

Learn with an updated format and continue to host guest speakers and hopefully showcase the exciting work 

that Councils have conducted towards preservation projects. 
 

 As recommended in Standing Resolution No. 10, this Society would continue to work alongside the Mis-

souri Lodge of Research to preserve and disseminate the historical legacy of Cryptic Masonry in Missouri and 

the spreading of Masonic Light and Knowledge. 
 

 If you have any experience in this field and wish to be a part of this exciting new program, send an email 

to mruth@mocryptic.org. Weôd love to have you on board. 
 

 

Matthew D. Ruth  

Grand Master 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/gco/
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Message from the Grand Commander 
 

SK Bobbie E. White  

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

 Well, we are off and running!!! Mike, Matt, and I attended the Rainbow Girls and Jobôs Daughters Assem-

blies in late June. I was very pleased to be able to attend the Victory Dinner for Liberty Commandery #6 at a 

local Mexican restaurant. It was a wonderful affair with family and friends present to recognize the Sir Knights 

for their accomplishment. The highlight was when the group of ladies next to us began to sing Happy Birthday 

to one of their group, and we all joined in bringing laughter and a good time to all. 
 

 July began with degree work in Blue Lodges and York Rite Colleges, and I saw some excellent work. The 

month ended with the KYCH Meeting and an Official reception for me provided by the Sir Knights of Liberty 

Commandery #6. I hope I was able to see many of you there and shared some wonderful Fellowship. Even 

though many Commanderies are dark in August it will be a busy month starting with the York Rite Sovereign 

College of North America Annual Assembly in Louisville. Then the Annual Red Cross of Constantine Assem-

bly in Springfield. Those are followed by the Grand Encampment Triennial in Salt Lake City, Utah. I hope to 

see many of you at those functions. 
 

 I also had to complete a very sad process and approve the consolidation of DeSoto Commandery #56 and 

Cape Girardeau Commandery #55. I hope the Knights in that area will really step up and strengthen Cape and 

Region #6. 
 

 I am still hoping we can have some good fun this year. Remember we have instituted a Class D Drill team 

which only requires five (5) men so every Commandery should be able to put a team on the floor in Columbia 

on April 19 th , 2025. I also hope you will open up your Christmas and Easter Observances to bring in family 

and friends. I had a great time last year at the Ascalon/Ivanhoe Palm Sunday Grand Commanders Breakfast 

and Observance. Itôs really wonderful to have our families involved and see we are Christian Masons. 
 

 My main theme this year is ñBlessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of Godò 

from Matthew 5:9. We need to remember where we came from and our mission to keep the peace for pilgrims 

traveling to the Holy Land. Today we need to keep the peace in our meetings and our lives, remembering that 

arguments get us nowhere, but good discussions can be fruitful. 
 

 Please remember the words of my good friend Mike Dodd ñWe are all in this togetherò so letôs strive to see 

who can best work and who can best agree. Lastly, the sale of my coins will be used to support the Coyote 

Hills Foster Care Ministries. We took an oath to defend the helpless orphans so that is my goal this year. I was 

in Law Enforcement for 43 years and one of the hardest things we had to do was send children to foster care 

especially with large families as they were split up and sometimes would never see each other again. Coyote 

Hills doesnôt do that and takes in families of all sizes so please join me in supporting this great cause. 
 

 Please feel free to contact me or one of my aides if you have questions, ideas or an invitation. I look for-

ward to greeting you whenever I can. 

Fraternally, 

 

Bobbie White 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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 ñTaxation without representation!ò was the battle 

cry in Americaôs 13 Colonies, which were forced to 

pay taxes to Englandôs King George III despite having 

no representation in the British Parliament. As dissat-

isfaction grew, British troops were sent in to quell the 

early movement toward rebellion. Repeated attempts 

by the Colonists to resolve the crisis without military 

conflict proved fruitless. 
 

 On June 11, 1776, the Coloniesô Second Continen-

tal Congress met in Philadelphia and formed a com-

mittee whose express purpose was drafting a docu-

ment that would formally sever their ties with Great 

Britain. The committee included Thomas Jefferson, 

Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Roger Sherman and 

Robert R. Livingston. Jefferson, who was considered 

the strongest and most eloquent writer, crafted the 

original draft document (as seen above). A total of 86 

changes were made to his draft and the Continental 

Congress officially adopted the final version on July 4, 

1776. 

 The following day, copies of the Declaration of 

Independence were distributed, and on July 6, The 

Pennsylvania Evening Post became the first newspa-

per to print the extraordinary document. The Declara-

tion of Independence has since become our nationôs 

most cherished symbol of liberty. 
 

Bonfires and Illuminations 
 

 On July 8, 1776, the first public readings of the 

Declaration were held in Philadelphiaôs Independence 

Square to the ringing of bells and band music. One 
year later, on July 4, 1777, Philadelphia marked Inde-

pendence Day by adjourning Congress and celebrating 
with bonfires, bells and fireworks. 

 The custom eventually spread to other towns, both 
large and small, where the day was marked with pro-
cessions, oratory, picnics, contests, games, military 

displays and fireworks. Observations throughout the 
nation became even more common at the end of the 
War of 1812 with Great Britain. 
 

 In June of 1826, Thomas Jefferson sent a letter to 

Roger C. Weightman, declining an invitation to come 
to Washington, D.C. to help celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the Declaration of Independence. It was the 

last letter that Jefferson, who was gravely ill, ever 
wrote. In it, Jefferson says of the document: 
 

¶ ñMay it be to the world, what I believe it will be 

é the signal of arousing men to burst the chains 
é and to assume the blessings and security of self-
government. That form, which we have substitut-

ed, restores the free right to the unbounded exer-
cise of reason and freedom of opinion. All eyes are 
opened, or opening, to the rights of man. éFor 

ourselves, let the annual return of this day forever 
refresh our recollections of these rights, and an un-
diminished devotion to them.òï Thomas Jefferson 

 

 Congress established Independence Day as a holi-
day in 1870, and in 1938 Congress reaffirmed it as a 

paid holiday for federal employees. Today, communi-
ties across the nation mark this major midsummer hol-
iday with parades, firework displays, picnics and per-

formances of ñThe Star-Spangled Bannerò and 
marches by John Philip Sousa. 

THE HISTORY OF AMERICAôS  

INDEPENDENCE DAY 
https://www.pbs.org/a-capitol-fourth/history/history-independence-day/ 

https://www.loc.gov/exhibits/declara/ruffdrft.html
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
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 July 1969. Itôs a little over eight years since the 

flights of Gagarin and Shepard, followed quickly by 

President Kennedyôs challenge to put a man on the 

moon before the decade is out. 
 

 It is only seven months since NASAôs made a bold 

decision to send Apollo 8 all the way to the moon on 

the first manned flight of the massive Saturn V rocket. 
 

 Now, on the morning of July 16, Apollo 11 astro-

nauts Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Col-

lins sit atop another Saturn V at Launch Complex 39A 

at the Kennedy Space Center. The three-stage 363-foot 

rocket will use its 7.5 million pounds of thrust to pro-

pel them into space and into history. 

 At 9:32 a.m. EDT, the engines fire and Apollo 11 

clears the tower. About 12 minutes later, the crew is in 

Earth orbit.  
 

 After one and a half orbits, Apollo 11 gets a ñgoò 

for what mission controllers call ñTranslunar Injec-

tionò ï in other words, itôs time to head for the moon. 

Three days later the crew is in lunar orbit. A day after 

that, Armstrong and Aldrin climb into the lunar mod-

ule Eagle and begin the descent, while Collins orbits 

in the command module Columbia. 
 

 Collins later writes that Eagle is ñthe weirdest 

looking contraption I have ever seen in the sky,ò but it 

will prove its worth. 
   

 When it comes time to set Eagle down in the Sea 

of Tranquility, Armstrong improvises, manually pilot-

ing the ship past an area littered with boulders. During 

the final seconds of descent, Eagleôs computer is 

sounding alarms. 

 

 It turns out to be a simple case of the computer try-

ing to do too many things at once, but as Aldrin will 

later point out, ñunfortunately it came up when we did 

not want to be trying to solve these particular prob-

lems.ò 
 

 When the lunar module lands at 4:17 p.m EDT, 

only 30 seconds of fuel remain. Armstrong radios 

ñHouston, Tranquility Base here. The Eagle has land-

ed.ò Mission control erupts in celebration as the ten-

sion breaks, and a controller tells the crew ñYou got a 

bunch of guys about to turn blue, weôre breathing 

again.ò 

  

July 20, 1969: One Giant Leap For Mankind 
https://www.nasa.gov/history/july-20-1969-one-giant-leap-for-mankind/ 

https://www.nasa.gov/mission/apollo-11/
https://www.nasa.gov/mission/apollo-11/
https://science.nasa.gov/moon/
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 Armstrong will later confirm that landing was his 

biggest concern, saying ñthe unknowns were ram-

pant,ò and ñthere were just a thousand things to worry 

about.ò 
 

 At 10:56 p.m. EDT Armstrong is ready to plant the 

first human foot on another world. With more than 

half a billion people watching on television, he climbs 

down the ladder and proclaims: ñThatôs one small step 

for a man, one giant leap for mankind.ò 
 

 Aldrin joins him shortly, and offers a simple but 

powerful description of the lunar surface as 

ñmagnificent desolation.ò They explore the surface for 

two and a half hours, collecting samples and taking 

photographs. 

 They leave behind an American flag, a patch hon-

oring the fallen Apollo 1 crew, and a plaque on one of 

Eagleôs legs. It reads, ñHere men from the planet Earth 

first set foot upon the moon. July 1969 A.D. We came 

in peace for all mankind.ò 
 

 Armstrong and Aldrin blast off and dock with Col-

lins in Columbia. Collins later says that ñfor the first 

time,ò he ñreally felt that we were going to carry this 

thing off.ò 
 

 The crew splashes down off Hawaii on July 24. 

Kennedyôs challenge has been met. Men from Earth 

have walked on the moon and returned safely home. 

Happy Independence Day 

July 4, 2024 

Missouri Jobôs Daughters 

https://www.nasa.gov/mission/apollo-11/
https://science.nasa.gov/moon/
https://www.nasa.gov/mission/apollo-11/
https://www.modemolay.org/
https://moiorg.com/
https://mojdi.org/1/
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Grand Officers Coins for Sale 

 The Grand York Rite has numerous items for sale. 

One of which is the Grand Officers coins. For a small 

donation of $20.00 you may obtain their coin or 

$60.00 for all three coins through our Grand York 

Rite Offices (660) 248-5100.  

MEC Mike Dodd, Grand High Priest Coin 2024-25 

MIC Matthew D. Ruth Grand Master Coin  

2024-2025 

 

SK Bobbie White, Right Eminent Grand  

Commander  Coin 2024-2025 
 

 These coins are in limited production. So, hurry 

and purchase one now as they will soon be out of 

stock. All donations go to the Grand Officerôs charity. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Missouri Grand York Rite Office  

is asking for your help 
 

 Did you know that you can make changes to your 

own MMS Profile Page? 
 

You can! 
 

 Simply go to https://www.masonic-web.com/mms/

memberbio/default.aspx and use your membership 

number which can be found on the side of any of your 

York Rite dues cards with your name and date of 

birth. You have only one Profile Page which links to 

each Chapter, Council, and/or Commandery where 

you have a membership. 
 

 The information on your Profile Page helps us 

stay in contact with each of you. Please carefully 

check the information on your Profile Page: 
 

¶ Full name: First, Middle, Last (No Abbrevia-

tions) with any prefix or suffix. 

¶ Birth location: City and State. 

¶ Current Address: Where mail comes. 

¶ Phone Numbers: Home and/or Cell 

¶ Email Addresses: Home and/or Work 

¶ Spouseôs name:  

¶ Her Date of Birth: Month and Day (We like to 

send birthday cards!) 

¶ Your childrenôs Names:  

¶ Information about your job (Optional)  
 

 Our office will not share this information with any 

person, business, or other institution. This is YOUR 

Profile Page. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Debbie Hanson 

Executive Assistant 

https://moyorkrite.org/
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 The Companions of Caldwell Chapter No. 53 

R.A.M. received and acknowledged a brother as a 

Most Excellent Master, and subsequently exalted him 

to the degree of the Royal Arch, during a special con-

vocation of Caldwell Chapter on June 29th, 2024 A.D. 

| 2554 A.I., at the #Masonic Temple in Kirksville, 

MO. Congratulations to our new Companion in Royal 

Arch Masonry: the first in our jurisdiction for this ca-

pitular year! 
 

 Pictured, front row, from left: Comp. Kirby R. 

Cundiff, Principal Sojourner of Caldwell Chapter; 

VEC John D. Toynton, District Deputy Grand Lectur-

er for Region Two of the Grand Chapter of Royal 

Arch Masons of the State of Missouri; Comp. David 

R. Young, King of Caldwell Chapter; Comp. D. Marc 

Bowen, the newest Royal Arch Mason in Caldwell 

Chapter and the state of Missouri; EC Franz D. Kink-

horst, Master of the Second Veil and Past High Priest 

of Caldwell Chapter; and VEC Dr. Tommy G. Cup-

ples, Jr., District Deputy Grand Lecturer for Region 

Five of the Grand Chapter. 
2 
 Back row, from left: VEC Charles E. Cooper, 

Chaplain and Past High Priest of Caldwell Chapter 

and Past District Deputy Grand High Priest for Region 

One of the Grand Chapter; Comp. Matthew N. Moore, 

Captain of the Host of Caldwell Chapter; VEC W. 

Stuart Inglish, Regional Grand Lecturer East of the 

Grand Chapter; MEC Michael L. Dodd, Grand High 

Priest of the Grand Chapter; EC Richard L. Mansfield, 

Past High Priest of Caldwell Chapter; and EC David 

D. Goring, Master of the Third Veil and Past High 

Priest of Caldwell Chapter.  

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜƳŀǎǘŜǊǎŎǊŀƊΦƴŜǘκ 

 

 

THE MASTERS  

CRAFT 

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊǎ /ǊŀƊ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ 

aŀǎƻƴƛŎ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǊŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ ŀǘ 

ƭŀǊƎŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀǊǝǎǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

ƭƻƴƎŜǾƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊǎ 

/ǊŀƊ ƛǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ  

²Φ .ǊƻΦ WƻƘƴ .ǊƛŘŜƎǊƻƻƳΣ tŀǎǘ 

aƻǎǘ LƭƭǳǎǘǊƛƻǳǎ DǊŀƴŘ aŀǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ  

LƴŘƛŀƴŀΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǝǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ  

aŀǎƻƴƛŎ CǊŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿŜ 

ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊǎ /ǊŀƊΦ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǘƘŜƳŀǎǘŜǊǎŎǊŀƊΦƴŜǘκ 

https://themasterscraft.net/
https://themasterscraft.net/
https://themasterscraft.net/
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 ñAnd when they were come unto a place called 

Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull.ò 1 We 

know that  Golgotha would have been located outside 

the city walls of Jerusalem to the northwest in the time 

of Jesus Christ.  

 Golgotha as it appears today in modern day Jeru-

salem, if you look closely, you can see the face of a 

skull. 

 Terrain features get unique names in different 

ways. One of these ways is when a geographic for-

mation looks like a familiar object. For example, West 

Mitten Butte and East Mitten Butte in Monument Val-

ley, Utah, which vaguely resemble mittens from which 

they got their name. Another way is when something 

of significance occurs at a location as in the case of 

The Trail of Tears. Sometimes both reasons could be 

true as in the case of Golgotha. 
 

 Before we look at what possible historical events 

could have led to the name Golgotha, let us look at the 

origins of the name. 
 

 Golgotha comes from the Aramaic gulgulta ñplace 

of the skullò, and the Hebrew gulgoleth meaning 

ñskull or headò. The Latin translation from the Arama-

ic is calvaria which translates in English to Calvary. 
 

 But why was this spot named Golgotha other than 

the faint similarity to the face of a skull. There are two 

early Hebrew legends as to why this location was 

called Golgotha. 
 

 The first is from an old Jewish legend from The 

Book of the Cave Treasures. This book was written 

around the 6th or 7th Century in the Syriac language 

and purports to cover the history from Adam to the 

death of Christ. It says that Shem (son of Noah) buried 

the skull of Adam at Golgotha, at the center of the 

earth. 2 ñAnd Shem took the body of Adam and Mel-

chisedek, and went forth by night from among his 

people, and behold, the Angel of the Lord, who was 

going before them, appeared unto them. And their 

journey was very speedy, because the Angel of the 

Lord strengthened them until they arrived at that 

place. And when they arrived at Gaghulta (Golgotha), 

which is the centre of the earth, the Angel of the Lord 

showed Shem the place [for the body of Adam]. And 

when Shem had deposited the body of our father Ad-

am upon that place, the four quarters [of the earth] 

separated themselves from each other, and the earth 

opened itself in the form of a cross, and Shem and 

Melchisedek deposited the body of Adam there 

(i.e. in the cavity). And as soon as they had laid it 

therein, the four quarters [of the earth] drew quickly 

together, and enclosed the body of our father Adam, 

and the door of the created world was shut fast. And 

that place was called ñKarkaphtaò (i.e.òSkullò), be-

cause the head of all the children of men was deposit-

ed there. And it was called ñGaghulta,ò because it was 

round [like the head], and ñResiphta;ò (i.e. a trodden- 

What is in a Name: Golgotha 
SK Budd Gilfillen 

GCKT of Missouri Education Committee 
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down thing), because the head of the accursed 

serpent, that is to say, Satan, was crushed there, and 

ñGefiftaò (Gabbatha), because all the nations were to 

be gathered together to itò. 3 This legend is usually 

discarded. 
 

 The second legend and one that seems more prob-

able and more historically supported has to do with 

David and Goliath. 
 

 We should all be familiar with the story of how 

David slew Goliath, but perhaps not with what hap-

pened after that. After David slew Goliath, ñé David 

ran, and stood upon the Philistine, and took his sword, 

and drew it out of the sheath thereof, and slew him, 

and cut off his head therewithò. 4 We later learn from 

the Book of 1 Samuel that David took the head of Go-

liath to King Saul in Jerusalem, ñAnd took the head of 

the Philistine, and brought it to Jerusalemò. 5 It was 

customary during this time for an enemyôs head to be 

placed on a pike for all to see. When David took Goli-

athôs head back to Jerusalem it would have been con-

sidered unclean and against Jewish law to bring a 

stinking rotting head into the city. The head had to be 

buried somewhere outside of the city, as gentiles (non-

Jews) were considered unclean. The head of Goliath 

was a trophy of war and would have been displayed 

on the highest hill in the area. Golgotha was the high-

est point on Mount Moriah just outside of the city 

gates, overlooking Jerusalem, so that Godôs people 

could look up and see Godôs enemy has been de-

stroyed. 6 
 

 This account from the Holy Bible is also told by 

Josephus the Jewish Historian in his book The Antiq-

uities of the Jews. Josephus writes, ñSo David ran, and 

stood upon his adversary as he lay down, and cut off 

his head with his own swordébut David carried the 

head of Goliath into his own tentò. 7 
 

 The head was kept out of the city because Goliath 

was unclean, and it was against Jewish law to bring 

the unclean within the city. Jewish law also required 

that the dead be buried. David would have buried the 

head later. Legend has it that he buried it at the place 

to be named Golgotha which was a corruption of the 

name Goliath of Gath. 
 

 So, is it possible that Golgotha, the site of the cru-

cifixion of Jesus Christ, has other religiously historical 

events associated with it? The burying of Adamôs 

skull, the burial of the skull of Goliath of Gath, and in 

recent times a claim that The Ark of the Covenant has 

been discovered in a cave below where Jesus Christ 

was crucified. 
 

 Where did Golgotha receive its name? Was it from 

the skull face in the side of the hill, or because one or 

more famous skulls had been buried there? As with 

many things in Freemasonry there is usually more to 

be found both exoterically and esoterically when we 

take time to research. Each of us as Freemasons and 

Knight Templars have an obligation to continue to 

learn and explore our craft and history. Who knows 

what we might discover. 
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