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A Message from the Grand High Priest 
 

MEC Michael L. Dodd 
 

Grand High Priest  

 

Dear Companions and Brethren, 
 

 As you read this, Missouri has just finished its One Hundred Seventy Seventh Annual Convocation of the 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons this past Saturday, June 8, 2024, which was held in Springfield, Mis-

souri. At this session, many Great York Rite Masons along with our Masonic ladies were introduced and rec-

ognized for their outstanding Merits and leadership for the past year. 
  

 A very fine and extremely emotional tribute was shared on the late REC John Samuel Lambros, Grand 

King, of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri, while his family was present in the 

audience. It was a tearful moment for all. As we entered into our official session, it was brought to the floor 

that John be posthumously invested with the rank and dignity of Honorary Past Grand High Priest of the Grand 

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri. This was without a doubt the correct thing to do as the 

standing ovation showed when called to a vote. 
 

 Shortly following this important transaction, the annual elections of officers was called to the floor 

where I was elected, and graciously accepted, to serve this 2024-2025 Masonic year as your Grand High Priest 

of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Missouri. Thank you my Companions for bestow-

ing this great honor upon me. 
 

 We have a GREAT LINE of officers that along with myself, will do all we can to reach out across this 

great state to visit, assist and support work, participate in Chapter rededication ceremonies, Symbolic Lodge 

recruitment, Chapter walk abouts, promoting the knowledge of Royal Arch Research Assistance through 

Central Auditory Processing Disorder, and regional conferences with new faces, fun, facts, history, and 

family. 
 

 We are already on the road as I have attended both the Rainbow Girls Grand Assembly and presentation 

in Springfield and the JOBs Daughters Grand Session and presentation. 
 

 I plan to see many of you in regular lodges while raising the interest of RED. Remember that this is not 

about me, but all about you, the credit will be yours as you show the world that you are proud to be a ROYAL 

ARCH MASON! Remember: WE ARE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER! IF IT IS TO BE IT IS UP TO ME! 
 

Pray, Study, Mentor, and Serve. 
 

Your Friend, 
 

Michael L. Dodd 

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Matthew D. Ruth  

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

Greetings my fellow Companions, 
 

 What a great time we had at our Annual Assembly, thank you to all those who were able to make it and if you 

missed it this year mark your calendarôs now for next year in Kansas City! 
 

 It is truly an honor to be elected and serve as your Grand Master, itôs hard to put into words the feelings of gratitude 

and responsibility one feels to be chosen by their peers to lead such an esteemed institution. 
 

 The officers of the Grand Council have hit the ground running and have some great things in store this year. We 

have a refreshed Council Merit Award, some exciting updates from our Charity Committee coming soon and the Launch 

of ñTHE VAULT PROJECTò a preservation program sponsored by Grand Masterôs Council No.0 research Council. We 

look forward to working alongside the Missouri Lodge of Research in the promotion, training, and support of preserva-

tion programs across the State that will include ñArchival Kitsò that can be ordered to assist in Preserving our Rich His-

tory. 
 

 My message for the year is to call back to the lessons we are taught in the first degree. The tenets of a Freemasonôs 

profession are laid out to the youngest entered apprentice and should be our guide in all of our future work. 
 

Brotherly Love ï To create meaningful connections based on purposeful engagements. This means doing something 

special in our Councils every year, holding a Cryptic event outside of our regular assemblies that strengthens the bonds 

from one companion to another. Truly embracing the idea of being a man of my choosing, someone we wish to spend 

our time with, and build true friendships. 
 

Relief ï The work of the Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation is nothing short of miraculous and we must con-

tinue to spread the word to not only our fellow companions but all of society. Let us be the ambassadors of this great 

work and share the message of hope to all who can benefit from its research. To our co-workers, neighbors, relatives and 

friends both inside and out of the fraternity. 
 

Truth ï The lessons designed to be inculcated in our degrees are those of antiquity, veiled in tales of allegories, and il-

lustrated by arcane symbolism. We must speak up and share from our hearts the esoteric meanings of our ceremonies. 

For they are the utmost of importance if we are to truly call ourselves craftsman in the erection of a spiritual temple, fit-

ting as a dwelling place of the Divine! 
 

 To accomplish these aims we only need to keep in mind three simple goals, ones I am grateful to share from a 

friend, MIC Daniel Hantulla, PGM of the Grand Council of Oklahoma, who said 
 

ñEverything you do must accomplish three goals: 
 

1. The organization must do something for the good of Masonry. 

2. You and your attendees must enjoy themselves. 

3. You must make someone wish they had attended.ò 
 

If we keep these 3 goals in mind in all that we do, then surely we will succeed in Preserving the Traditions of Freema-

sonry! 
 

I look forward to seeing each of you at the upcoming Regional Conferences across the state and visiting your Councils 

this year. 
 

By the Mysterious Alarm, 
 

Matthew D. Ruth 

Grand Master 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
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Message from the Grand Commander 
 

SK Bobbie E. White  

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 

 I can not tell you how humbled and yet exhilarated I am that you granted me the opportunity to serve you 

as Grand Commander for this year. I look forward to visiting with you all, working with all of you, and having 

some great fun this year. 
 

 I have some big shoes to try and fill this year. Following Superman Sample will not be easy. That man was 

every where and did almost everything possible and was one heck of a leader especially in working with Rus-

sell Hanson PGC to fix our finances. I probably wonôt make it every where but if your Commandery would 

like me to visit please send me an invitation and I will do everything I can to be there. 
 

 I am hoping we can have some good fun this year. We have instituted a Class D Drill team which only re-

quires five (5) men so every Commandery should be able to put a team on the floor in Columbia, Missouri, this 

upcoming Saturday, April 19th, 2025. I also hope you will open up your Christmas and Easter Observances to 

bring in family and friends. I had a great time last year at the Ascalon/Ivanhoe Palm Sunday Grand Command-

ers Breakfast and Observance. Itôs really wonderful to have our families involved and see that we are Christian 

Masons. 
 

 My main theme this year is ñBlessed are the Peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of Godò 

from Matthew 5:9. We need to remember where we came from and our mission to keep the peace for pilgrims 

traveling to the Holy Land. Today we need to keep the peace in our meetings and our lives remembering that 

arguments get us nowhere, but good discussions can be fruitful. 
 

 Last year the Three Amigos talked about Unity and this year we continue but using the words of my good 

friend Mike Dodd ñWe are all in this togetherò so letôs strive to see who can best work and who can best agree. 

Lastly the sale of my coins will be used to support the Coyote Hills Foster Care Ministries. We took an oath to 

defend the helpless orphans so that is my goal this year. I was in Law Enforcement for 43 years and one of the 

hardest things we had to do was send children to foster care, especially with large families as they were split up 

and sometimes would never see each other again. Coyote Hills doesnôt do that and takes in families of all sizes 

so please join me in supporting this great cause. 
 

 Finally, the men of Liberty Commandery #6 are sponsoring an Official Reception for the Grand Command-

er on Saturday, July 27th, at the Liberty Lodge, 10 E Franklin St, Liberty, Missouri - Social hour at Noon with 

a light lunch at one oôclock- please notify SK Gilkerson at gilkersondon@gmail.com if you are attending so we 

can have enough food for everyone - I hope to see you there.  
 

 Please feel free to contact me or one of my aides if you have questions, ideas or an invitation. I look for-

ward to greeting you when ever I can. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Bobbie White, Grand Commander 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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 Welcome to the first issue of the Beacon Magazine 

since the Grand York Rite Session. If you were there, 

you know of all the excitement that there was to be 

had. If you missed it, then you missed out on the a lot 

of fun.  
 

 Where to start, well, the first night we had a meet-

ing with the Yeoman of York. Who might you ask are 

the Yeoman of York, it is an invitational body com-

posed of highly dedicated and long serving York Rite 

Masons. Membership requires affiliation with the 

Knights Templar, and members must be Past Eminent 

Commanders of a Knight Templar Commandery. 

Originally, this body conferred 33 degrees, but now 

only one is conferred.  
 

 Next we had a gathering of the Allied Masonic 

Degrees. After the business meeting they conferred 

one of their stored degrees. The Allied Masonic De-

grees (AMD) are a series of Masonic degrees con-

ferred by Councils of the Allied Masonic Degrees. 

The Allied Masonic Degrees form an appendant order 

of Freemasonry that exists in some Masonic jurisdic-

tions; its degrees are conferred only by invitation.  
 

 Finally, we finished the evening with a little con-

ferred degree of the Masonic Order of the Bath. Origi-

nally called the Wahoo Band, the Masonic Order of 

the Bath is a degree that would be labeled as "fun" and 

is open to all Master Masons in good standing. This 

group should not be confused with the chivalric order 

found in England. The first Band formed on June 21, 

1921, in Red Bank, NJ, by nine brothers from Mystic 

Brotherhood Lodge No.21.  
 

 Then Thursday morning, our three Grand Officers 

threw an appreciation breakfast for our district and 

regional officers for all that they do for our fraternity.  
 

 We follow that by entering into the 158th Annual 

Assembly of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of 

the State of Missouri were we greeted other grand of-

ficials, handed out awards, and conducted our normal 

yearly business. The results of the by-law changes 

may be found further into this magazine.  

 

 At lunch, we had a wonder presentation from 

Heather K. Calloway, Executive Director of Universi-

ty Collection at Indiana University on the Preserving 

of Fraternal and Religious Memorabilia and Collec-

tions. She enlightened everyone on their collection, 

what it takes to preserve such a collection, and it takes 

everyone to make such a operation work. 
 

 Once lunch was completed, we entered into the 

Order of the Silver Trowel, or Thrice Illustrious Mas-

ter's Degree, which is typically worked on a District 

level and is bestowed upon a current or past Illustrious 

Master of the craft. 
 

 Upon returning to our session, we completed the 

needed business, followed by installation of the Grand 

Council Officers. Congratulations to MIC Matt Ruth 

and his line of officers for being installed as your 

Grand Line for the Royal and Select Masters. 
 

 Dinner was a spectacular and wonderful time of 

fun and food. We had a nice fiesta food bar, a pinata, 

and a Marvel vs. DC comics Trivia night. By the time 

it was done, everyone was relaxed and ready for a 

good nightôs sleep. 
 

 On Friday, we start with a wonderful breakfast bar 

and meeting with the Red Cross of Constantine.  The 

Red Cross of Constantine is officially The Masonic 

and Military Order of the Red Cross of Constantine 

and the Orders of the Holy Sepulchre and St. John the 

Evangelist, the latter two of which are called the Ap-

pendant Orders. There are also two chair degrees con-

ferred on the Viceroy and Sovereign of a Conclave, 

and two honorary orders: Knight Commander of Con-

stantine and Knight Grand Cross. The governing body 

of the Order for the United States of America and Its 

Jurisdiction is styled The United Grand Imperial 

Council of Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine 

and Appendant Orders for the United States of Ameri-

ca and Its Jurisdiction. This is an invitational Masonic 

Body. 
 

 After which, we walked down the hallway to the 

Grand Commandery of Missouriôs Conclave. Many 

wonderful members were welcomed and a large group 

of visiting dignitaries were received. Many kind words 

were share by all before we entered into the passing 

out of awards. Upon completion, all none members of    
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the craft were excused and the Grand Commandery 

opened in their usual spectacular glory. As business 

was conducted, a wide variety of preposed by-law 

changes were offered and the outcoming decisions can 

be found in the following pages of this magazine. 
 

 An open lunch was sponsored by the Yeomen of 

York. Followed by the degree of the Past Command-

erôs Association. It was a beautiful and moving degree 

which if any of you Past Commanders have not taken, 

you are missing out on a major part of your Masonic 

teachings.  
 

 We returned to session of the Grand Commandery 

and following its conclusion conducted its installation 

of the Grand Commandery Officers. Congratulations 

to SK Bobbie White and his line of officers for being 

installed as your Grand Line for the Grand Command-

ery of the State of Missouri. 
 

 A short break gave us a chance for old friends and 

Brothers to catch up on each otherôs lives and happen-

ing before dinner at the Distinguished Guests Banquet. 

We celebrated this year in true Madi Gras fashion. Af-

ter dinner, the celebration continued with some nice 

drinks and a wonderful karaoke session.  
 

 After a well earned nightôs sleep, we began a beau-

tiful morning with a breakfast meeting for the KYCH 

or to dine on your own at the terrace breakfast buffet 

before a wonder gathering at the historical Palmyra 

Chapter Number 2. 
  

 After a brief meeting and installation of officers, 

we would turn our attention to the opening of the 

Grand Chapter of Missouriôs 177th Annual Convoca-

tion. Before the formal opening we would receive dis-

tinguished guest, present awards for those Compan-

ions and Chapters that had earned them, and witness 

some moving presentations.  
 

 After the opening of our Grand Chapter, we would 

continue on with our regular business and presenta-

tions. New by-laws were presented and voted upon 

with the results following later in this magazine. As 

the noontime toll, we broke for a lunch that was open 

to all. 
 

 Short after which, the Order of High Priesthood 

was offered to those High Priest, past and present, who 

had not yet received the degree. It was wonderfully 

performed by an amazing cast of Companions.  
 

 After a short break, we returned to complete the 

unfinished business with the Grand Chapter and a 

beautiful installation of officers was then conducted. 

Congratulation MEC Mike Dodd to you and your team 

of talented officers. 
 

 The evening would end with the Grand York Rite 

Banquet with a beautiful arrangement of various songs 

performed by a String Quartet from the Springfield 

Symphony orchestra. Following dinner, a large and 

varying amount of awards were presented to the com-

panion and sir knights of the craft. 
 

 The next morning, a worship service and breakfast 

buffet were offered to the attendees, followed by a 

long drive home. 
 

 If you missed out on this yearôs Grand Session, 

you really missed out. However, next yearôs session 

promises to be just as fun. It will be held in June 2025 

in Kansas City, Missouri. We hope you all can make 

it. 
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From the desk of S.K. Ashley W. Young, Eminent 

Grand Standard Bearer 

and Chairman of the Education Committee 
 

Sir Knights: 
 

 Over seventy years ago, Most Worshipful Brother 

and Sir Knight Ray V. Denslow wrote the following in 

his introduction to A Templar Encyclopedia: ñThe 

poorest informed Freemasons of the American or York 

Rite of Freemasonry are those belonging to the Order 

of Knights Templar. The reason for this lack of infor-

mation is not the fault of the individual Templar, but 

because of the failure of the Grand Encampment and 

Grand Commanderies to acquaint them with the facts 

regarding the formation of the Order and its associated 

degrees (or Orders as they prefer to call them). It is 

true there are encyclopedias of Freemasonry, but the 

average Templar is not going to spend his time search-

ing through several thousand articles in an attempt to 

find something concerning the Orders of Christian 

Knighthood. And again, he might not recognize a 

Templar reference as such.ò 
 

 Your Right Eminent Grand Commander, S.K. 

Bobbie E. White, has charged the newly-appointed 

members of the Grand Commanderyôs Education 

Committee with ï among other tasks ï continuing the 

Grand Commanderyôs work to rectify this issue, iden-

tified by S.K. Denslow all those years ago! 
 

 In future editions of The Missouri York Rite Bea-

con, your Education Committee will provide articles 

of chivalric education, concerning both the history of 

Masonic Templary, as well as the meaning of our ritu-

alistic work. In the meantime ï and beyond ï the 

Committee encourages all Sir Knights to take ad-

vantage of the educational resources provided by the 

Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the U.S.A. 

You can find those resources by visiting templared.org 

and creating an account. 
 

 We close this introductory article where we began, 

with the words of S.K. Denslow: ñThe strength of 

Templary is not altogether in its numbers, in its ful-

some treasury, its waving plumes, or gaudy parades. 

Its strength is in the hearts of those thousands of its 

members who strive honestly and earnestly in their 

daily lives to exemplify those virtues taught by Jesus 

Christ who wore neither uniform, plume, sword nor 

gauntlet, and who carried no weapon to protect him-

selfðno shield to defend his person.ò 
 

In hoc signo vinces, 
 

Education Committee of the Grand Commandery of 

Knights Templar of the State of Missouri 
 

S.K. Ashley W. Young, Chairman 

S.K. W. Stuart Inglish 

S.K. Budd C. Gilfillen 

S.K. Jessie Morrison 

S.K. Christopher L. Story 
 

Bibliography: 
 

Denslow, Ray V. A Templar Encyclopedia. Trenton, 

Missouri: Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of 

the State of Missouri, 1951. 

Ray Vaughn Denslow 
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 On May 20th at the Regular stated Council Meet-

ing the IM of Liberty Council #50 was pleased to pre-

sent Council Veterans Awards to two Companions. In 

the photo IC Derek Pope is in the middle and on his 

right is Retired Major Budd C Gilfillen, US Army and 

on his left is former E-4 Jessie D Morrison, US Ma-

rine Corps.  Thank you for your service Companions. 

 The Companions Caldwell Chapter No. 53 were 

joined by the Companions of Putnam Chapter No. 123  

to receive and acknowledge four brethren as Most Ex-

cellent Masters, and subsequently exalt them to the 

degree of the Royal Arch, during a special convoca-

tion of Caldwell Chapter on May 11th, 2024, at the 

Masonic Temple in Kirksville, MO. Congratulations 

to our new Companions in Royal Arch Masonry 
 

 Pictured, front row, from left: Comp. Larry D. 

Baker, Scribe of Caldwell Chapter; Comp. Logan P. 

Gatlin, a new member of Putnam Chapter; Comp. 

Chad V. Gatlin, a new member of Putnam Chapter; 

Comp. Derek W. Nelson, a new member of Jefferson 

City Chapter No. 34 R.A.M.; Comp. Jeremy W. Ran-

dall, a new member of Caldwell Chapter; and VEC 

Ashley W. Young, Past High Priest of Caldwell Chap-

ter and District Deputy Grand High Priest for Region 

One of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of 

the State of Missouri. 
 

 Middle row, from left: VEC Charles E. Cooper, 

Chaplain and Past High Priest of Caldwell Chapter 

and Past District Deputy Grand Master for Region 

One of the Grand Chapter; EC Tom G. Cupples, Jr., 

Past High Priest of St. Charles Chapter No. 1 R.A.M.; 

VEC W. Stuart Inglish, Past High Priest of Jefferson 

City Chapter and Assistant Grand Sentinel and Re-

gional Grand Lecturer West of the Grand Chapter; and 

Comp. Matthew N. Moore, Captain of the Host of 

Caldwell Chapter. 
 

 Back row, from left: EC Richard L. Mansfield, 

Past High Priest of Caldwell Chapter; EC Craig A. 

Nowell, High Priest of Caldwell Chapter; REC Mi-

chael L. Dodd, Past High Priest of Shelbina Chapter 

No. 99 R.A.M. and Grand Scribe of the Grand Chap-

ter; Comp. Clayton R. Furman, Companion of Cald-

well Chapter; VEC Jeffrey L. Knight, High Priest of 

Putnam Chapter and District Deputy Grand Lecturer 

for Region One of the Grand Chapter; and EC William 

J. King, Recorder and Past High Priest of Caldwell 

Chapter. 

Region 7A Arresting the Traveling Keystone  
 

 On Wednesday June 19 a thing happened that is all 

too rare in Royal Arch Masonry. Twenty-six Compan-

ions gathered together in fraternal fellowship in at-

tendance at the Stated Convocation of Bolivar Chapter 

No.5. Their purpose, aside from a general desire to 

meet and attend a meeting, was to Arrest the Traveling 

Keystone. Five members from Lebanon Chapter 

No.64 and five members from Springfield Chapter 

No.15 attended the meeting. According to the rules of 

the Traveling Keystone, if there is a tie in the number 

of visiting Companions, the Chapter that traveled the 



 мл 

farthest receives the Keystone. Lebanon Chapter 

No.64 successfully Arrested the Traveling Keystone. 

Bolivar Chapter No.5 is to be commended for having 

no less than 16 members present as well. 
 

 The Traveling Keystone is an adaptation of the 

Traveling Gavel found in Symbolic Lodges. Its pur-

pose is to generate Fraternal Fellowship and visitation 

between Chapters. 
 

 If your Region does not have one, or does not uti-

lize the Traveling Keystone that you do have, I would 

encourage you to get it kick started once again!! 

 Five Commanderies from the Kansas City Metro-

politan area were present at the Taps at the Tower 

event at the World War I Museum and Memorial.  

https://www.kctv5.com/2024/06/17/kansas-citys-taps-

tower-honor-continues-wwi-museum-memorial/ 

https://www.kctv5.com/2024/06/17/kansas-citys-taps-tower-honor-continues-wwi-museum-memorial/
https://www.kctv5.com/2024/06/17/kansas-citys-taps-tower-honor-continues-wwi-museum-memorial/
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Missouri Grand Chapter Convocation 2023-2024 
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Missouri Grand Council Assembly 2023-2034 


