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Message from the Grand  Master 
 

MIC Dr. Paul L. Daniels 

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

 

 

Companions, 
 

 Iôm not sure about the rest of you, but it is hard to believe that March is already here. March heralds in the 

beginning of the Easter season. Of course, we all know the meaning of Easter. Easter celebrates the resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ on the third day after the Crucifixion. It is one of the most important holidays, or Holy 

Days, of  Christianity. It is a time when Christians glorify and give thanks for the Resurrection of Jesus. While 

discussing Easter recently with some fellow Companions, I was reminded about the equal importance of the 

Ascension of Christ which was said to have occurred 40 days after the Resurrection. The ascended and en-

throned Christ applies the blessings of salvation. Having accomplished redemption through his suffering on 

the Cross, the risen and exalted Christ now applies the salvation he has won, by granting the gifts of repent-

ance and forgiveness of our sins. Finally, with the Resurrection and the accompanying Ascension, this ensures 

there will be a second coming. 
 

 For myself, Easter was also a time for family. Each Easter, my family would gather at our ranch for the 

annual weiner roast. My Dad always had a nice big brush pile to burn after cutting wood all winter, and be-

cause the weather is always unpredictable in March, it was always nice to have a warm fire to gather around. 

As with many family traditions, this event became extinct over time, however, due to it making an impression 

on one of my nephews, it is now being resurrected. The message here is, go to the Church of your choice and 

celebrate the Resurrection of Christ, then, spend some time with your family and maybe create or resurrect a 

family tradition of your own. Companions, have a Happy Easter! 
 

Fraternally, 

 

Dr. Paul L. Daniels, Grand Master   

March 16, 2024 
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 This year, St. Patrickôs Day falls on Sunday, 
March 17, 2024. St. Patrick was a real person and pa-
tron saint of Ireland. Born in Roman Britain in the late 
fourth century, he was kidnapped at the age of 16 and 
taken to Ireland as a slave. Upon escaping, he became 
a Catholic Priest and returned to Ireland approximate-
ly 432 ADE to help convert the Irish to Christianity.  
 

 By the time of his death, on March 17, 461, he had 
established monasteries, churches, and schools. Since 
then, many legends have grew up about him. For ex-
ample, St. Patrick drove the snakes out of Ireland and 
used the shamrock to explain the Trinity. Ireland came 
to celebrate this day with religious services and feasts. 
 

 It was emigrants to the United States, who trans-
formed St. Patrickôs Day into a secular holiday of rev-

elry and celebration of all things Irish. Cities with a 
large population of Irish immigrants would often stage 
extensive celebrations, which would include parades 
and parties.  
 

 Boston was one such city that held its first St. Pat-
rickôs Day parade on March 17, 1737.  it was followed 
by New York City in 1762.  

 Since 1962, the City of Chicago has colored its 
river green to celebrate St. Patrickôs Day. (Although 
blue was originally the color associated with St. Pat-
rick, green is now commonly connected to the day).  
 

 Irish and non-Irish alike commonly participate in 
the wearing of the green clothing. Sporting teams have 
been known to wear an item of green on their clothing 
or a shamrock, the Irish national plant. Corned beef 
and cabbage is usually eaten and is now associated 
with the holiday.  
 

 Some bars and restaurants will even dye their 
beer green to celebrate the holiday. Eventually some 
of these practices were adopted by the people of Ire-
land, they usually did it for the benefit of tourists. 
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 The Grand York Rite Sessions will be held in 

Springfield, Missouri this year: 
 

¶ Thursday June 6: Grand Council 
 

¶ Friday June 7: Grand Commandery 
 

¶ Saturday June 8: Grand Chapter 
 

Hotel Reservations are open now at: 
 

 University Plaza Hotel and Convention Center 

 333 John Q Hammons Parkway  

 Springfield, MO, 65806 
 

Book your room now at: 
 

https://bookings.travelclick.com/17728?

groupID=4004441#/guestsandrooms 
 

 There are many awards and recognitions you 

should consider for your Chapter, Council and Com-

mandery - check them out below and don't forget to 

recognize the ladies that help us, and those non-

masons worthy of recognition in your community. 
 

 Come celebrate 175 years of Royal Arch Masonry 

with Lexington Chapter No. 10 on March 23, see the 

events calendar for more information. 
 

Check the Grand York Events Calendar for all upcom-

ing events, add your event to the calendar and share!  
 

Donald MacCormick 

Grand Secretary, Grand Chapter 

Grand Recorder, Grand Council 
 

Roger D. Fleer 

Grand Recorder, Grand Commandery 
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Congratulations to all our new Capitular Masons who passed under the Living Arch at the 

Grand Masters Royal Arch Class in Jefferson City on March 2nd, 2024. You have now experi-

enced the first 7 Degrees of the York Rite. The Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft and Master Ma-

sons Degree are the first three Degrees of the York Rite followed by the 4 degrees of the Royal 

Arch - Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and the Royal Arch. 

  

The first 2 degrees of the Council of Cryptic Masons - the Royal Master and Select Master De-

grees complete the Circle of Perfection of Ancient Craft Masonry and complete the legend of Hi-

ram. They are the 8th and 9th Degrees of the York Rite, though chronologically they are the 1st 

and last degrees. The Degrees of the Council are known as the Cryptic Degrees as they take place 

in a Crypt under the Sanctum Sanctorum of the Temple, they are known as the Degrees of Preser-

vation as they save the secrets and treasures of Freemasonry so they can be rediscovered in the 

Royal Arch and by you! 

  

The 3rd Degree of the Cryptic Council is the Super Excellent Master Degree - a degree generally 

only performed in full form once a year at the Grand Masters Cryptic Day. It is a Degree that hi-

lites the destruction of the first temple and the construction of the second and begins on the last 

day of the siege of Jerusalem by the army of Nebuchadnezzar. It's a Degree that explains much of 

the important symbolism of Freemasonry and is pageantry at its finest - it's not to be missed. 

  

Freemasonry is a way of life, a system passed from generation to generation through the language 

of symbols and allegories. The treasures we are charged to preserve are not only the words of ma-

sonic rituals, but the meaning. We must preserve the language of symbols that teaches the lessons 

of freemasonry, without the key of knowledge the ritual and symbols of freemasonry become emp-

ty and unintelligible. It is the duty of all Cryptic Masons, especially those that hold leadership po-

sitions in any masonic body to work to preserve the treasures of freemasonry. Teach, learn, lead 

and live are all verbs and words that will transform our masonic rituals. Through the actions of 

teaching, learning, leading, and living in accordance of the principles of our order, our ritual is 

transformed from a noun to a verb. 

  

Join us at the Grand Masters Cryptic Day in Jefferson City on March 16th and continue 

your Journey. 

  

MIC Donald MacCormick 

Grand Recorder, Grand Council of Cryptic Masons 
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On February 20th, Wilson Chapter No. 75 and Poplar 

Bluff Chapter No. 114 conferred the Mark Master and 

Past Master Degrees on Brother Bryan Edgar. Nicely 

done Companions!  

 

Great visit with the Sir Knights of Kansas City Com-

mandery No. 10. So proud of the guys, they've come a 

long way.  

 

16 Brothers received the Mark Master and Past Master 

Degrees today in Jefferson City. Outstanding!  

 

 

Jasper Commandery No. 31 Knights Templar out of 

Carthage, MO presenting a check of $500 to the Car-

thage Crisis Center collected through their Christmas 

knife raffle - outstanding job Sir Knights!  

Congratulations to VEC Jeff Stokes & VEC Christian 

M. Jessen on being accepted into the Thomas Fiveash 

Riddick Society. 
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Cryptic Mason Veterans Medal 

At Zabud Council No. 25ôs last meeting, on Monday, 

February 26th, IC Christopher Story and the members 

of that council presented VIC Carlin Smittle with the 

Cryptic Mason Veterans Medal. 

His wife, Mrs. Vivian Smittle, was present and had the 

honor of presenting Carlin with his lapel pin. VIC 

Smittle served in the Army during the Vietnam War. 

Stationed in Saigon, he was present the day the Tet 

Offensive began against the US Embassy. Thank you 

for your service. 
 

Grand Masterôs Breakfast 
Kansas City 

 The 2nd Annual Grand Master Breakfast was held 

on Sunday March 10 at the Ararat Shrine in Kansas 

City. With 163 in attendance almost $2500 for the 

Kansas City Area Masonic Youth Groups.  
 

 Thank you to MWB Charles F. Wiegert, Grand 

Master of the Grand Lodge and his Officers for com-

ing together and supporting the event. 
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Five Brethren Advanced to the Degree 

of Mark Master & Inducted Into the 

Oriental Chair in Putnam Chapter 

Number 123 R.A.M.  

 Putnam Chapter No. 123 R.A.M. advanced five 

brethren to the degree of Mark Master, and subse-

quently inducted them into the oriental chair through 

conferral of the degree of Past Master, during a stated 

convocation on Tuesday, February 27, 2024, at the 

Unionville Lodge No. 210 A.F. & A.M. Lodge Hall in 

Unionville, Missouri. The Grand High Priest of the 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of 

Missouri, MEC Mark A. Bean, joined with the Grand 

Scribe, REC Michael L. Dodd, and companions from 

across the region, to assist Putnam Chapter with the 

conferral of these degrees. This was the first time that 

a candidate has received a capitular degree since 2006. 
 

 Pictured are: front row, from left: VEC Ashley W. 

Young, District Deputy Grand High Priest for Region 

One, candidate Kevin D. Lloyd; candidate Logan P. 

Gatlin; candidate Chad V. Gatlin; VEC Thomas C. 

Yunick, Past District Deputy Grand High Priest, can-

didate Mark A. Lloyd; candidate Joseph R. Plate II; 

MEC Bean; and MEC Loren D. Lloyd, Past Grand 

High Priest (2015-2016). 
 

 Back row, from left: EC Jeremy A. Lloyd, Past 

High Priest, EC William J. King, Past High Priest, EC. 

Clyde F. Bondy, Jr., Past High Priest, VEC Jeffrey L. 

Knight, District Deputy Grand Lecturer for Region 

One, REC Mike Dodd; Comp. Herbert R. Houf, EC 

Melvin L. Hall, Past High Priest, and VEC Richard A. 

Taylor, Past District Deputy Grand High Priest for Re-

gion One.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Companions and Sir Knights, 
 

 As General Grand Chapter Custodian for the 

Ephraim Kirby Award in Missouri it is my high honor 

to announce the selection of Most Excellent Compan-

ion David L. Leirer, Past Grand High Priest (2019 - 

2021), as the recipient of the award for 2024.  This is 

the highest distinction for any Royal Arch Mason who 

has served as a past grand presiding officer in any of 

the four coordinate York Rite Grand Bodies and after 

nomination, must be unanimously approved by the 

General Grand Chapter dais officers.  There can only 

be one selectee per year.  This distinctive jewel will be 

presented by MEC Dr. John W. Siscel, III.   
 

 The full description of the lifetime contributions of 

the honoree will be highlighted at the award presenta-

tion on Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at 6:45 pm at Freedom 

Masonic Temple, 4557 Lemay Ferry Road in St. Louis 

Missouri.  You are invited to be present.   
 

 David is the sixteenth Missourian to be so honored 

with this award since its creation in 2014 and his se-

lection adds to that group another of its most distin-

guished sons. 
 

Missouriôs Grand York Rite salutes him on this recog-

nition.  
 

John W. Siscel, III Ed. D.  

PGHP (2016ð2017) 

Custodian 

Ephraim Kirby Award 

General Grand Chapter  
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MEC Mark A. Bean, Grand High Priest, of the Grand 

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the State of Mis-

souri greeting MWBro. Charles F. Wiegert, Grand 

Master of the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Ac-

cepted Masons of the State of Missouri to the Grand 

Masterôs Class to honor him on Saturday, March 1, 

2024, at the Jefferson City Masonic Center. At this 

session, we greeted 38 Freemasons to that of Royal 

Arch Masons. A great day was had by all with all.  

Grand Masterôs Class 

Royal Arch Masons 
  


