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A Message from the Grand High Priest 
MEC Mark A. Bean 

Grand High Priest  

 
 

My Companions, 
 

 As the sun sets on my time serving you in this Office, I reflect on how it is I came to be here. I never 

sought to be in this position, in fact I did my best to avoid it. However, MEC Loren Lloyd saw something else 

though, and with the help of my Lady Margaret, here I am. 
 

 I have tried to do my best to be a servant leader for you: The Grand Chapter of Missouri. Serving you with 

the dignity and Honor you all deserve. As I prepare to leave this Office, I know we will all be in good hands 

with the Officers that are coming up to lead us forward into the future. 
 

 However, I will not be fading into the sunset, I will continue to serve our gentle craft however, and wher-

ever, I may be needed. What we do for ourselves dies with us, what we do for others is eternal. 
 

Stay safe and keep the Faith, 

 

MEC Mark A. Bean, Grand High Priest 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Missouri 

https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
https://moyorkrite.org/about-capitular-masonry/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-chapter-officers/
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Message from the Grand  Master 
MIC Dr. Paul L. Daniels 

Most Illustrious Grand Master 

Companions, 
 

It is hard to believe that the York Rite Masonic year is coming to a close. As with many Masonic offices it 

seems that once you get the hang of it, itôs over. It has been a great year. I was able to do many things I like 

such as travel to new places, meet new people and do new things. I wish to thank MIC Joseph Elsen for ap-

pointing me to the Grand Council line and the Companions for their vote of confidence. I hope that I have 

served you well. 
 

It has been an outright pleasure and very beneficial to serve with my other two Amigos Grand High Priest 

Mark A. Bean and Grand Commander Kevin B. Sample. It has been helpful for us all to work together for the 

ultimate benefit of York Rite Masonry in Missouri. As I have said before, we all need to co-exist and support 

each other. Structurally, if something needs to be changed in one body, it probably needs to be changed in the 

others as well. Yes, there are three separate bodies but collectively we are the York Rite and we need to stand 

together. The Three Amigos have traveled a great deal within Missouri but also represented Missouri in the 

South Central States and at the Triennial last year. It has been an honor to ride with my Amigos this year. We 

have definitely had a lot of fun! 
 

One of the new developments for this year was the Missouri York Rite Beacon. The Publications Commit-

tee has done an excellent job in producing a quality publication. We should all be proud of their work. A spe-

cial thanks to VEC Larry Wilson for his hard work and dedication which was much appreciated. Thank you to 

all the contributors as well. 
 

The Grand Sessions are rapidly approaching. I want to emphasize to the Companions that the Grand Ses-

sion is our annual business meeting, but it is also a celebration. It is a celebration of Missouri York Rite. We 

have several fun activities planned for all, so come and help us celebrate! For those of you who have not been 

traveling like I have, this is a good time to see other Companions throughout the State that you donôt see very 

often, renew friendships, network, and make new friends as well. I am looking forward to seeing each and 

every one of you there! 
 

Thank you to the Companions who offered support and guidance this year. It was much appreciated. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Dr. Paul L. Daniels 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-cryptic-masonry/
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Message from the Grand Commander 
SK Kevin B. Sample 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

 How does one wrap up in a few words oneôs thoughts of a lifetime of appreciation and not sound like a 

blubbering fool?  First, I would not be here at all without the respect and appreciation I had for my father, Sir 

Knight Kenneth Gerald Sample, Sr., Past Regional Grand Commander, Region 6.  It was he who I always 

looked up to and wanted to impress.  It was he who taught me to do something right or donôt do it at all.  It was 

he who taught me to lead, follow, or get out of the way.  I have endeavored to live up to those key attributes 

my whole life.  And, it was he who recommended me to the Grand Commandery leadership all those years 

ago.  We fought like two alpha dogs in the same pen, but I miss him every day and I regret he could not see the 

fruits of his labors.  I hope he would have been proud of his number ten son. 
 

 It has been said by many in Freemasonry that we stand on the shoulders of giants.  In this fraternity, I have 

been so lucky and honored to know many Masonic giants over the many years.  They are too numerous to 

mention but they read like a Whoôs Who of Missouri Freemasonry.  However, as long I may live I will contin-

ue to strive to be worthy of the confidence they had in me. 
 

 As I told the Deputy Grand Commander on several occasions, my desire coming into this office this year 

was to not break anything.  I hope that I have brought honor to the Sir Knights of Poplar Bluff Commandery 

No. 67 and St. Graal Commandery No. 12, but more especially to our Grand Commandery, and possibly made 

a positive contribution. Thank you for all you have done for me. 
 

 This year would have been so much less for me personally without the partnership and true friendship of 

Sir Knights Mark A. Bean, Grand High Priest, and Paul L. Daniels, Grand Master.  I could not have asked for 

two more outstanding men and Masons to work with this year.  Our drive this year was for York Rite Unity 

and I believe we have risen to that challenge ï in reducing the number of suspensions, the establishment of the 

new Missouri York Rite Beacon joint publication, supporting the Grand Masterôs Invitational candidates in the 

Chapter, our work in assisting in the development of new investment policies, and generally supporting the 

Chapters, Councils and Commanderies in the State together to help make them more successful.  For these rea-

sons, I believe the State of Templary in Missouri is solid.  We will always have opportunities for improvement, 

but the passions of all of our officers are high and the dedication to our craft is unrelenting.  To all the Sir 

Knights of Missouri, thank you so much for what you do, keep the faith. 
 

 To the Grand Line Officers, Regional Grand Commanders, Past Grand Commanders, and all committee 

members, no man is an island.  I am very much aware of and truly recognize my deficiencies.  I could not be 

Grand Commander and would not have been even remotely successful without each and every one of 

you.  Thank you for your dedication to Missouri Templary and your support of me personally.  It has been an 

honor to serve with all of you.  Thank you for your service. 

https://moyorkrite.org/about-the-knights-templar/
https://moyorkrite.org/grand-commandery-officers/
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 During his few weeks as Vice President, Harry S. 

Truman scarcely saw President Roosevelt, and re-

ceived no briefing on the development of the atomic 

bomb or the unfolding difficulties with Soviet Russia. 

Suddenly these and a host of other wartime problems 

became Trumanôs to solve when, on April 12, 1945, he 

became President. He told reporters, ñI felt like the 

moon, the stars, and all the planets had fallen on me.ò 
 

 Truman was born in Lamar, Missouri, in 1884. He 

grew up in Independence, and for 12 years prospered 

as a Missouri farmer. 

 He went to France during World War I as a captain 

in the Field Artillery. Returning, he married Elizabeth 

Virginia Wallace, and opened a haberdashery in Kan-

sas City. 
 

 Active in the Democratic Party, Truman was elect-

ed a judge of the Jackson County Court (an adminis-

trative position) in 1922. He became a Senator in 

1934. During World War II he headed the Senate war 

investigating committee, checking into waste and cor-

ruption and saving perhaps as much as 15 billion dol-

lars. 

 As President, Truman made some of the most cru-

cial decisions in history. Soon after V-E Day, the war 

against Japan had reached its final stage. An urgent 

plea to Japan to surrender was rejected. Truman, after 

consultations with his advisers, ordered atomic bombs 

dropped on cities devoted to war work. Two were Hi-

roshima and Nagasaki. Japanese surrender quickly fol-

lowed. 

Harry S. Truman 
33rd President of the United States of America 

The White House 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/presidents/harry-s-truman/ 

https://www.mohome.org/support/the-truman-club/
https://www.nps.gov/articles/harry-s-truman-and-the-influences-of-his-service-in-world-war-i.htm
https://www.nps.gov/places/historic-truman-courthouse-harry-truman-s-office.htm
https://www.trumanlibraryinstitute.org/wwii-75-marching-victory-7/
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 In June 1945 Truman witnessed the signing of the 

charter of the United Nations, hopefully established to 

preserve peace. 
 

 Thus far, he had followed his predecessorôs poli-

cies, but he soon developed his own. He presented to 

Congress a 21-point program, proposing the expansion 

of Social Security, a full-employment program, a per-

manent Fair Employment Practices Act, and public 

housing and slum clearance. The program, Truman 

wrote, ñsymbolizes for me my assumption of the of-

fice of President in my own right.ò It became known 

as the Fair Deal. 

 Dangers and crises marked the foreign scene as 

Truman campaigned successfully in 1948. In foreign 

affairs he was already providing his most effective 

leadership. 
 

 In 1947 as the Soviet Union pressured Turkey and, 

through guerrillas, threatened to take over Greece, he 

asked Congress to aid the two countries, enunciating 

the program that bears his nameïthe Truman Doctrine. 

The Marshall Plan, named for his Secretary of State, 

stimulated spectacular economic recovery in war-torn 

western Europe. 
 

 When the Russians blockaded the western sectors 

of Berlin in 1948, Truman created a massive airlift to 

supply Berliners until the Russians backed down. 

Meanwhile, he was negotiating a military alliance to 

protect Western nations, the North Atlantic Treaty Or-

ganization, established in 1949. 
 

 In June 1950, when the Communist government of 

North Korea attacked South Korea, Truman conferred 

promptly with his military advisers. There was, he 

wrote, ñcomplete, almost unspoken acceptance on the 

part of everyone that whatever had to be done to meet 

this aggression had to be done. There was no sugges-

tion from anyone that either the United Nations or the 

United States could back away from it.ò 
 

 A long, discouraging struggle ensued as U.N. forc-

es held a line above the old boundary of South Korea. 

Truman kept the war a limited one, rather than risk a 

major conflict with China and perhaps Russia. 
 

 Deciding not to run again, he retired to Independ-

ence; at age 88, he died December 26, 1972, after a 

stubborn fight for life. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/today-in-history/january-05/
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/berlin-airlift
https://momason.org/
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/
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A 2024-2025 Regional Officer Training Day was held 

in Columbia, MO on Saturday April 27, 2024. The pre-

sumptive incoming heads - Mike Dodd, Matt Ruth and 

Bobbie White organized a training conference to set 

expectations, providing needed information, garnishing 

feedback and input from their Regional Officers.  

Most Illustrious Companion Paul L. Daniels makes his 

official visit to Centralia Council No. 34. He also ran 

into a couple of characters he knew...  

Oriental Commandery No. 35, Shekinah Council No. 

24 & Orient Chapter No. 102 held their 2024-2025 Of-

ficer Installation last night at 903 Harrison Street York 

Rite Masons  

 

 

Region 2 Table Chapter  
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Grand Commander's Official Visit to Lebanon Com-

mandery No. 33. True Knightly virtues down here. So 

proud of these guys.  

Official Visit to Poplar Bluff Commandery No. 67, my 

home. What an enjoyable evening and visit.  

Great couple of days at the Grand Master's Dinner 

where we got to see Clifton Daniel, grandson of MWB 

Harry S Truman perform his one-man show about his 

grandfather. He then spoke again at this morning's 

Grand Master's Breakfast. Of course it was great to see 

so many old friends also.  

A fantatic evening celebrating the Installation of Offic-

ers at St Charles-Missouri Chapter No. 1. 

24 New Companions and Sir Knights from the Inde-

pendence York Rite Festival. Outstanding work!  
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Ely Commandery No. 22 K.T. 

Collects Food for Local Salva-

tion Army  

S.K. David D. Goring, Eminent Commander of Ely 

Commandery No. 22 K.T., delivered the food collect-

ed as part of the Commanderyôs annual Easter Sunrise 

Service to Lt. Christopher Rutledge-Clark of the Sal-

vation Army Kirksville the morning of May 1st, 2024 

A.D. | 906 A.O. These donations will help fight hun-

ger in our community. Pictured are Lt. Rutledge-Clark 

(left) and S.K. Goring (right). A sincere ñjob well 

doneò to all Sir Knights who donated!  

Royal Arch Veteranôs Award 

Recipients 

 On Monday, May 6, 2024, at the regular convoca-

tion of Rolla Chapter No. 32, Royal Arch Masons, Ex-

cellent Companion Allen Ward presented Veteran's 

Service Medals to: 
 

¶ Comp Brian Nelson 

¶ Comp John Seman 

¶ EC Gary Woodruff, PHP 
 

 Congrats Companions, & thank you for your ser-

vice to God, your country, and your fellow man! 

 


